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Federal Communications Commission § 26.53

Radio Services, and provides public ac-
cess to licensing information.

[60 FR 40719, Aug. 9, 1995, as amended at 64
FR 56577, Oct. 22, 1998; 63 FR 68953, Dec. 14,
1998]

Subpart B—Applications and
Licenses

§ 26.11 Initial authorization.

(a) An applicant must file a single ap-
plication for an initial authorization
for all markets won and frequency
blocks desired.

(b) Blanket licenses are granted for
each market and frequency block. Ap-
plications for individual sites are not
required and will not be accepted.

[60 FR 40719, Aug. 9, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 68953, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 26.12 Eligibility.

Any entity, other than those pre-
cluded by section 310 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, 47
U.S.C. § 310, is eligible to hold a license
under this part.

§ 26.13 License period.

Licenses for service areas will be
granted for ten year terms from the
date of original issuance or renewal.

§ 26.14 Criteria for comparative re-
newal proceedings.

A renewal applicant involved in a
comparative renewal proceeding shall
receive a preference, commonly re-
ferred to as a renewal expectancy,
which is the most important compara-
tive factor to be considered in the pro-
ceeding, if its past record for the rel-
evant license period demonstrates that
the renewal applicant:

(a) Has provided ‘‘substantial’’ serv-
ice during its past license term. ‘‘Sub-
stantial’’ service is defined as service
which is sound, favorable, and substan-
tially above a level of mediocre service
which might just minimally warrant
renewal; and

(b) Has substantially complied with
applicable Commission rules, policies
and the Communications Act.

Subpart C—Technical Standards
§ 26.51 Equipment authorization.

(a) Each transmitter utilized for op-
eration under this part and each trans-
mitter marketed, as set forth in § 2.803
of this chapter, must be of a type that
has been authorized by the Commission
under its type certification procedure.

(b) Any manufacturer of radio trans-
mitting equipment to be used in these
services may request equipment au-
thorization following the procedures
set forth in Subpart J of part 2 of this
chapter. Equipment authorization for
an individual transmitter may be re-
quested by an applicant for a station
authorization by following the proce-
dures set forth in part 2 of this chapter.

[63 FR 36604, July 7, 1998]

§ 26.52 RF safety.
Licensees and manufacturers are sub-

ject to the radiofrequency radiation ex-
posure requirements specified in
§ 1.1307(b), § 2.1091 and § 2.1093 of this
chapter, as appropriate. Applications
for equipment authorization of mobile
or portable devices operating under
this section must contain a statement
confirming compliance with these re-
quirements for both fundamental
emmissions and unwanted emissions.
Technical information showing the
basis for this statement must be sub-
mitted to the Commission upon re-
quest.

[62 FR 47968, Sept. 12, 1997]

§ 26.53 Emission limits.
(a) The power of any emission at the

edges of the 4660–4685 MHz band shall be
attenuated below the transmitter
power (P) by at least 43 + 10 log10(P) or
80 decibels, whichever is less.

(b) Compliance with these provisions
is based on the use of measurement in-
strumentation employing a resolution
bandwidth of 1 MHz or greater. How-
ever, in the 1 MHz bands immediately
outside and adjacent to the frequency
block a resolution bandwidth of at
least one percent of the emission band-
width of the fundamental emission of
the transmitter may be employed. The
emission bandwidth is defined as the
width of the signal between two points,
one below the carrier center frequency
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and one above the carrier center fre-
quency, outside of which all emission
are attenuated at least 26 dB below the
transmitter power.

(c) When measuring the emission
limits, the nominal carrier frequency
shall be adjusted as close to the li-
cense’s frequency block edges, both
upper and lower, as the design permits.

(d) The measurements of emission
power can be expressed in peak or aver-
age values, provided that they are ex-
pressed in the same parameters as the
transmission power.

(e) When an emission outside of the
authorized bandwidth causes harmful
interference, the Commission may, at
its discretion, require greater attenu-
ation than specified in this section.

§ 26.54 Frequency stability.
The frequency stability shall be suffi-

cient to ensure that the fundamental
emission stays within the authorized
frequency block.

§ 26.55 Field strength limits.
The predicted or measured median

field strength at any location on the
border of the GWCS service area shall
not exceed 55 dBu unless licensees oper-
ating in adjacent areas agree to higher
field strength along their mutual bor-
ders.

§ 26.56 Antenna structures; air naviga-
tion safety.

Licensees that own their antenna
structures must not allow these an-
tenna structures to become a hazard to
air navigation. In general, antenna
structure owners are responsible for
registering antenna structures with
the FCC if required by part 17 of this
chapter, and for installing and main-
taining any required marking and
lighting. However, in the event of de-
fault of this responsibility by an an-
tenna structure owner, each FCC per-
mittee or licensee authorized to use an
affected antenna structure will be held
responsible by the FCC for ensuring
that the antenna structure continues
to meet the requirements of part 17 of
this chapter. See § 17.6 of this chapter.

(a) Marking and lighting. Antenna
structures must be marked, lighted and
maintained in accordance with part 17
of this chapter and all applicable rules

and requirements of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

(b) Maintenance contracts. Antenna
structure owners (or licensees and per-
mittees, in the event of default by an
antenna structure owner) may enter
into contracts with other entities to
monitor and carry out necessary main-
tenance of antenna structures. An-
tenna structure owners (or licensees
and permittees, in the event of default
by an antenna structure owner) that
make such contractual arrangements
continue to be responsible for the
maintenance of antenna structures in
regard to air navigation safety.

[63 FR 71041, Dec. 23, 1998]

Subpart D—Miscellaneous

§ 26.101 Multiple ownership restric-
tions.

(a) GWCS licensees shall not have an
ownership interest in more than three
of the five, 5 megahertz wide channels
available in any geographic area. For
purposes of this restriction, a GWCS li-
censee is:

(1) Any institutional investor, as de-
fined in § 26.4, with an ownership inter-
est of ten or more percent in a GWCS
license; and

(2) Any other person or entity with
an ownership interest of five or more
percent in a GWCS license.

(b) In cases where a party had indi-
rect ownership, through an interest in
an intervening entity (or entities) that
has ownership in the GWCS license,
that indirect ownership shall be attrib-
utable if the percentages of ownership
at each level, multiplied together,
equal five or more percent ownership of
the GWCS license, except that if the
ownership percentage for an interest in
any link in the chain exceeds 50 per-
cent or represents actual control, it
shall be treated as if it were a 100 per-
cent interest.

EXAMPLE. Party X has a non-controlling
ownership interest of 25 percent in Company
Y, which in turn has a non-controlling own-
ership interest of 10 percent in Company Z,
the GWCS licensee. Party X’s effective own-
ership interest in Company Z is Party X’s
ownership interest in Company Y (25 per-
cent) times Company Y’s ownership interest
in Company Z (10 percent). Therefore, Party
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