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§ 6.31 Further proceedings.
(a) Ordinarily, the determination of

an award will be made on the basis of
the written record. However, on re-
quest of either the applicant or agency
counsel, or on his or her own initiative,
the administrative law judge may
order further proceedings, such as an
informal conference, oral argument,
additional written submissions or an
evidentiary hearing.
Such further proceedings shall be held
only when necessary for full and fair
resolution of the issues arising from
the application, and shall be conducted
as promptly as possible.

(b) A request that the administrative
law judge order further proceedings
under this section shall specifically
identify the information sought or the
disputed issues and shall explain why
the additional proceedings are nec-
essary to resolve the issues.

§ 6.33 Decision.
The administrative law judge shall

issue an initial decision on the applica-
tion as soon as possible after comple-
tion of proceedings on the application.
The decision shall also include, if at
issue, findings on whether the Depart-
ment’s position was substantially jus-
tified, whether the applicant unduly
protracted the proceedings, or whether
special circumstances make an award
unjust. If the applicant has sought an
award against more than one agency,
the decision shall allocate responsi-
bility for payment or any award made
among the agencies, and shall explain
the reasons for the allocation made.

§ 6.35 Agency review.
Where Department review of the un-

derlying decision is permitted, either
the applicant or agency counsel, may
seek review of the initial decision on
the fee application, or the Department
may decide to review the decision on
its own initiative. If neither the appli-
cant nor the agency counsel seeks re-
view within 30 days after the decision
is issued, it shall become final.

§ 6.37 Judicial review.
Judicial review of final agency deci-

sions on awards may be sought as pro-
vided in 5 U.S.C. 504(c)(2).

§ 6.39 Payment of award.

An applicant seeking payment of an
award from the Department of Trans-
portation or any of its operating ad-
ministrations under this part shall sub-
mit a copy of the Department of Trans-
portation’s or any of its operating ad-
ministration’s final decisions granting
the award, accompanied by a state-
ment that the applicant will not seek
review of the decision in the United
States courts. The copy of the decision
and the statement should be submitted
to the head of the affected operating
administration or the Secretary of
Transportation, where the Department
of Transportation, Office of the Sec-
retary, has initiated the proceedings.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 7.1 General.
(a) This part implements 5 U.S.C. 552,

and prescribes rules governing the
availability to the public of DOT
records. Many documents are made
available to the public for inspection
and copying through DOT’s Primary
Electronic Access Facility and public
record unit locations that are discussed
in subpart B of this part, which con-
tains the DOT regulations concerning
the availability to the public of opin-
ions issued in the adjudication of cases,
policy issuances, administrative manu-
als, and other information made avail-
able to the public, without need for a
specific request.

(b) Subpart C of this part describes
the records that are not required to be
disclosed on DOT’s own action under
this part, but that may be available
upon request under FOIA.

(c) Indices are maintained to reflect
all records subject to subpart B of this
part, and are available for public in-
spection and copying as provided in
subpart B.

§ 7.2 Definitions.
As used in this part—
Act and FOIA mean the Freedom of

Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as
amended.

Administrator means the head of each
DOT component of DOT and includes
the Commandant of the Coast Guard,
the Inspector General, and the Director

of the Bureau of Transportation Statis-
tics.

Concurrence means that the approval
of the person being consulted is re-
quired in order for the subject action
to be taken.

Consultation means that the approval
of the person being consulted is not re-
quired in order for the subject action
to be taken.

Department or DOT means the De-
partment of Transportation, including
the Office of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral, and the following DOT compo-
nents, all of which may be referred to
as DOT components. Means of con-
tacting each of these DOT components
appear in § 7.15. This definition spe-
cially excludes the Surface Transpor-
tation Board, which has its own FOIA
regulations (49 CFR Part 1001):

(1) United States Coast Guard,
(2) Federal Aviation Administration,
(3) Federal Highway Administration,
(4) Federal Railroad Administration,
(5) National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration,
(6) Federal Transit Administration,
(7) Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop-

ment Corporation,
(8) Maritime Administration,
(9) Research and Special Programs

Administration, and
(10) Bureau of Transportation Statis-

tics.
Primary Electronic Access Facility

means the electronic docket facility in
the DOT Headquarters Building, 400 7th
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590.

Reading room records are those
records required to be made available
to the public under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) as
described in § 7.5 of Subpart B of this
part. These records are made available
through DOT’s Primary Electronic Ac-
cess Facility. Other records may also
be made available at DOT’s discretion
at DOT inspection facilities, including
DOT’s Primary Electronic Access Fa-
cility.

Record includes any writing, drawing,
map, recording, tape, film, photograph,
or other documentary material by
which information is preserved. The
term also includes any such documen-
tary material stored by computer.

Responsible DOT official means the
head of the DOT component concerned,
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