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§15b.7

one person to coordinate its efforts to
comply with this part.

(b) Adoption of grievance procedures. A
recipient that employs fifteen or more
persons shall adopt grievance proce-
dures that incorporate appropriate due
process standards and that provide for
the prompt and equitable resolution of
complaints alleging any action prohib-
ited by this part. Such procedures need
not be established with respect to com-
plaints from applicants for employ-
ment or from applicants for admission
to postsecondary educational institu-
tions.

(c) The Secretary may require any
recipient with fewer than fifteen em-
ployees to designate a responsible em-
ployee and adopt grievance procedures
when the Secretary finds a violation of
this part or finds that complying with
these administrative requirements will
not significantly impair the ability of
the recipient to provide benefits or
services.

§15b.7 Notice of nondiscrimination
and accessible services.

(a) A recipient shall take appropriate
initial and continuing steps to notify
participants, beneficiaries, applicants,
and employees, including those with
impaired vision or hearing, and unions
or professional organizations holding
collective bargaining or professional
agreements with the recipient that it
does not discriminate on the basis of
handicap in violation of section 504 and
this part. The notification shall state,
where appropriate, that the recipient
does not discriminate in admission or
access to, or treatment or employment
in, its programs and activities. The re-
cipient shall also identify the respon-
sible employee designated pursuant to
§15b.6(a), and identify the existence
and location of accessible services, ac-
tivities, and facilities. A recipient shall
make the initial notification required
by this paragraph within 90 days of the
effective date of this part. Methods of
initial and continuing notification may
include but are not limited to the post-
ing of notices, placement of notices in
the recipient’s publications, radio an-
nouncements, and the use of other vis-
ual and aural media.

(b) If a recipient publishes or uses re-
cruitment materials or publications
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containing general information that it
makes available to participants, bene-
ficiaries, applicants or employees, it
shall include in those materials or pub-
lications a statement of the policy de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section.
A recipient may meet the requirement
of this paragraph either by including
appropriate inserts in existing mate-
rials and publications or by revising
and reprinting the materials and publi-
cations.

§15b.8 Remedial action, voluntary ac-
tion, and self-evaluation.

(a) Remedial action. (1) If the Sec-
retary finds that a recipient has dis-
criminated against persons on the basis
of handicap in violation of section 504
or this part, the recipient shall take
such remedial action as the Secretary
deems necessary to overcome the ef-
fects of the discrimination.

(2) Where a recipient is found to have
discriminated against persons on the
basis of handicap in violation of sec-
tion 504 or this part and where another
recipient exercises control over the re-
cipient that has discriminated, the
Secretary, where appropriate, may re-
quire either or both recipients to take
remedial action.

(3) The Secretary may, where nec-
essary to overcome the effects of dis-
crimination in violation of section 504
or this part, require a recipient to take
remedial action (i) with respect to
handicapped persons who are no longer
participants in the recipient’s program
but who were participants in the pro-
gram when such discrimination oc-
curred or (ii) with respect to handi-
capped persons who would have been
participants in the program had the
discrimination not occurred, or (iii)
with respect to handicapped persons
presently in the program, but not re-
ceiving full benefits or equal and inte-
grated treatment within the program.

(b) Voluntary action. A recipient may
take steps, in addition to any action
that is required by this part, to over-
come the effects of conditions that re-
sulted in limited participation in the
recipient’s program or activity by
qualified handicapped persons.

(c) Self-evaluation. (1) A recipient
shall, within one year of the effective
date of this part:
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(i) Evaluate, with the assistance of
interested persons, including handi-
capped persons or organizations rep-
resenting handicapped persons, its cur-
rent policies and practices and the ef-
fects thereof that do not or may not
meet the requirements of this part.

(if) Modify, after consultation with
interested persons, including handi-
capped persons or organizations rep-
resenting handicapped persons, any
policies and practices that do not meet
the requirements of this part; and

(iii) Take, after consultation with in-
terested persons, including handi-
capped persons or organizations rep-
resenting handicapped persons, appro-
priate remedial steps to eliminate the
effects of any discrimination that re-
sulted from adherence to these policies
and practices.

(2) A recipient shall, for at least
three years following completion of the
evaluation required under paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, maintain on file,
make available for public inspection,
and provide to the Secretary upon re-
quest: (i) A list of the interested per-
sons consulted, (ii) a description of
areas examined and any problems iden-
tified, and (iii) a description of any
modifications made and of any reme-
dial steps taken.

§15b.9 Effect of State or local law or
other requirements, and effect of
employment opportunities.

(a) The obligation to comply with
this part is not obviated or alleviated
by the existence of any State or local
law or other requirement that, on the
basis of handicap, imposes prohibitions
or limits upon the eligibility of quali-
fied handicapped persons to receive
services or to practice any occupation
or profession.

(b) The obligation to comply with
this part is not obviated or alleviated
because employment opportunities in
any occupation or profession are or
may be more limited for handicapped
persons than for nonhandicapped per-
sons.

§15b.10 Effect of compliance with reg-
ulations of other Federal agencies.

A recipient that has designated a re-
sponsible official and established a
grievance procedure, provided notice,
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completed a self-evaluation, or pre-
pared a transition plan in the course of
complying with regulations issued by
other Federal agencies under section
504 will be in compliance with §15b.6,
§15b.7, §15b.8(c), or §15b.18(f), respec-
tively, if all requirements of those sec-
tions have been met in regard to pro-
grams assisted by this Department.

Subpart B—Employment Practices

§15b.11 Applicability.

This subpart applies to all programs
and activities that receive Federal fi-
nancial assistance provided by the De-
partment of Agriculture after the ef-
fective date of this part.

[47 FR 25470, June 11, 1982, as amended at 55
FR 52139, Dec. 19, 1990]

§15b.12 Discrimination prohibited.

(a) General. (1) No qualified handi-
capped person shall, on the basis of
handicapped, be subjected to discrimi-
nation in employment under any pro-
gram or activity receiving assistance
from this Department.

(2) A recipient shall make all deci-
sions concerning employment in a
manner which ensures that discrimina-
tion on the basis of handicap does not
occur and may not limit, segregate, or
classify applicants or employees in any
way that adversely affects their oppor-
tunities or status because of handicap.

(3) A recipient may not participate in
a contractural or other relationship
that has the effect of subjecting quali-
fied handicapped applicants or employ-
ees to discrimination prohibited by
this subpart. This includes relation-
ships with employment and referral
agencies, with labor unions with orga-
nizations providing or administering
fringe benefits to employees of the re-
cipient, and with organizations pro-
viding training and apprenticeship pro-
grams.

(4) All provisions of this subpart per-
taining to employment, apply equally
to volunteer service.

(b) Specific activities. The provisions
of this subpart apply to:

(1) Recruitment, advertising, and the
processing of applications for employ-
ment;
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