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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 318.4

of each transaction under this para-
graph and shall report his action to the
area supervisor.

[35 FR 15586, Oct. 3, 1970; 36 FR 11903, June 23,
1971]

§ 318.3 Designation of places of receipt
of products and other articles for
reinspection.

Every official establishment shall
designate, with the approval of the cir-
cuit supervisor, a dock or place at
which products and other articles sub-
ject to reinspection under § 318.2 shall
be received, and such products and ar-
ticles shall be received only at such
dock or place.

§ 318.4 Preparation of products to be
officially supervised; responsibil-
ities of official establishments;
plant operated quality control.

(a) All processes used in curing, pick-
ling, rendering, canning, or otherwise
preparing any product in official estab-
lishments shall be supervised by Pro-
gram employees unless such prepara-
tion is conducted as a custom oper-
ation exempted from inspection under
§ 303.1(a)(2) of this subchapter in any of-
ficial establishment or consists of oper-
ations that are exempted from inspec-
tion under § 303.1(d) of this subchapter
and are conducted in a retail store in
an establishment subject to inspection
only because the State or Territory in
which the establishment is located is
designated under paragraph 301(c) of
the Act. No fixtures or appliances, such
as tables, trucks, trays, tanks, vats,
machines, implements, cans, or con-
tainers of any kind, shall be used un-
less they are of such materials and con-
struction as will not contaminate or
otherwise adulterate the product and
are clean and sanitary. All steps in the
preparation of edible products shall be
conducted carefully and with strict
cleanliness in rooms or compartments
separate from those used for inedible
products.

(b) It shall be the responsibility of
the operator of every official establish-
ment to comply with the Act and the
regulations in this subchapter. In order
to carry out this responsibility effec-
tively, the operator of the establish-
ment shall institute appropriate meas-
ures to assure the maintenance of the

establishment and the preparation,
marking, labeling, packaging and other
handling of its products strictly in ac-
cordance with the sanitary and other
requirements of this subchapter. The
effectiveness of such measures will be
subject to review by the Department.

(c) Applying for Total Plant Quality
Control. Any owner or operator of an
official establishment preparing meat
food product who has a total plant
quality control system or plan for con-
trolling such product, after ante-
mortem and post-mortem inspection,
through all stages of preparation, may
request the Administrator to evaluate
it to determine whether or not that
system is adequate to result in product
being in compliance with the require-
ments of the Act and therefore qualify
as a U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Total Plant Quality Control
Establishment. Such a request shall, as
a minimum, include:

(1) A letter to the Administrator
from the establishment owner of oper-
ator stating the company’s basis and
purpose for seeking an approved qual-
ity control system and willingness to
adhere to the requirements of the sys-
tem as approved by the Department;
that all the establishment’s data, anal-
yses, and information generated by its
quality control system will be main-
tained to enable the Department to
monitor compliance and available to
Department personnel; that plant qual-
ity control personnel will have author-
ity to halt production or shipping of
product in cases where the submitted
quality control system requires it; and
that the owner or operator (or his/her
designee) will be available for consulta-
tion at any time Department personnel
consider it necessary.

(2) In the case of an establishment
having one or more full-time persons
whose primary duties are related to the
quality control system, an organiza-
tional chart showing that such people
ultimately report to an establishment
official whose quality control respon-
sibilities are independent of or not pre-
dominantly production responsibil-
ities. In the case of an establishment
which does not have full-time quality
control personnel, information indi-
cating the nature of the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the person who will be
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