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(b) Under the direction and in the
presence of a licensed senior operator,
manipulates the controls of a facility
to load or unload the fuel into, out of,
or within the reactor vessel.

Subpart C—Medical Requirements

§ 55.21 Medical examination.

An applicant for a license shall have
a medical examination by a physician.
A licensee shall have a medical exam-
ination by a physician every two years.
The physician shall determine that the
applicant or licensee meets the re-
quirements of § 55.33(a)(1).

§ 55.23 Certification.

To certify the medical fitness of the
applicant, an authorized representative
of the facility licensee shall complete
and sign Form NRC–396, ‘‘Certification
of Medical Examination by Facility Li-
censee,’’ available from Records and
Reports Management Branch, Division
of Information Support Services, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555.

(a) Form NRC–396 must certify that a
physician has conducted the medical
examination of the applicant as re-
quired in § 55.21.

(b) When the certification requests a
conditional license based on medical
evidence, the medical evidence must be
submitted on NRC Form 396 to the
Commission and the Commission then
makes a determination in accordance
with § 55.33.

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 43421, Oct. 27, 1988]

§ 55.25 Incapacitation because of dis-
ability or illness.

If, during the term of the license, the
licensee develops a permanent physical
or mental condition that causes the li-
censee to fail to meet the requirements
of § 55.21 of this part, the facility li-
censee shall notify the Commission,
within 30 days of learning of the diag-
nosis, in accordance with § 50.74(c). For
conditions for which a conditional li-
cense (as described in § 55.33(b) of this
part) is requested, the facility licensee
shall provide medical certification on

Form NRC 396 to the Commission (as
described in § 55.23 of this part).

[60 FR 13617, Mar. 14, 1995]

§ 55.27 Documentation.
The facility licensee shall document

and maintain the results of medical
qualifications data, test results, and
each operator’s or senior operator’s
medical history for the current license
period and provide the documentation
to the Commission upon request. The
facility licensee shall retain this docu-
mentation while an individual per-
forms the functions of an operator or
senior operator.

Subpart D—Applications

§ 55.31 How to apply.
(a) The applicant shall:
(1) Complete Form NRC–398, ‘‘Per-

sonal Qualification Statement—Li-
censee,’’ available from Records and
Reports Management Branch, Division
of Information Support Services, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555;

(2) File an original and two copies of
Form NRC–398, together with the infor-
mation required in paragraphs (a)(3),
(4), (5) and (6) of this section, with the
appropriate Regional Administrator;

(3) Submit a written request from an
authorized representative of the facil-
ity licensee by which the applicant will
be employed that the written examina-
tion and operating test be administered
to the applicant;

(4) Provide evidence that the appli-
cant has successfully completed the fa-
cility licensee’s requirements to be li-
censed as an operator or senior oper-
ator and of the facility licensee’s need
for an operator or a senior operator to
perform assigned duties. An authorized
representative of the facility licensee
shall certify this evidence on Form
NRC–398. This certification must in-
clude details of the applicant’s quali-
fications, and details on courses of in-
struction administered by the facility
licensee, and describe the nature of the
training received at the facility, and
the startup and shutdown experience
received. In lieu of these details, the
Commission may accept certification
that the applicant has successfully
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completed a Commission-approved
training program that is based on a
systems approach to training and that
uses a simulation facility acceptable to
the Commission under § 55.45(b) of this
part;

(5) Provide evidence that the appli-
cant, as a trainee, has successfully ma-
nipulated the controls of the facility
for which a license is sought. At a min-
imum, five significant control manipu-
lations must be performed which affect
reactivity or power level. For a facility
that has not completed preoperational
testing and initial startup test pro-
gram as described in its Final Safety
Analysis Report, as amended and ap-
proved by the Commission, the Com-
mission may accept evidence of satis-
factory performance of simulated con-
trol manipulations as part of a Com-
mission-approved training program by
a trainee on a simulation facility ac-
ceptable to the Commission under
§ 55.45(b) of this part. For a facility
which has (i) completed preoperational
testing as described in its Final Safety
Analysis Report, as amended and ap-
proved by the Commission, and (ii) is
in an extended shutdown which pre-
cludes manipulation of the control of
the facility in the control room, the
Commission may process the applica-
tion and may administer the written
examination and operating test re-
quired by §§ 55.41 or 55.43 and 55.45 of
this part, but may not issue the license
until the required evidence of control
manipulations is supplied. For licensed
operators applying for a senior oper-
ator license, certification that the op-
erator has successfully operated the
controls of the facility as a licensed op-
erator shall be accepted; and

(6) Provide certification by the facil-
ity licensee of medical condition and
general health on Form NRC–396, to
comply with §§ 55.21, 55.23 and
55.33(a)(1).

(b) The Commission may at any time
after the application has been filed,
and before the license has expired, re-
quire futher information under oath or
affirmation in order to enable it to de-
termine whether to grant or deny the
application or whether to revoke, mod-
ify, or suspend the license.

(c) An applicant whose application
has been denied because of a medical

condition or general health may sub-
mit a further medical report at any
time as a supplement to the applica-
tion.

(d) Each application and statement
must contain complete and accurate
disclosure as to all matters required to
be disclosed. The applicant shall sign
statements required by paragraphs (a)
(1) and (2) of this section.

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 43421, Oct. 27, 1988]

§ 55.33 Disposition of an initial appli-
cation.

(a) Requirements for the approval of an
initial application. The Commission will
approve an initial application for a li-
cense pursuant to the regulations in
this part, if it finds that—

(1) Health. The applicants medical
condition and general health will not
adversely affect the performance of as-
signed operator job duties or cause
operational errors endangering public
health and safety. The Commission will
base its finding upon the certification
by the facility licensee as detailed in
§ 55.23.

(2) Written examination and operating
test. The applicant has passed the req-
uisite written examination and oper-
ating test in accordance with §§ 55.41
and 55.45 or 55.43 and 55.45. These ex-
aminations and tests determine wheth-
er the applicant for an operator’s li-
cense has learned to operate a facility
competently and safely, and addition-
ally, in the case of a senior operator,
whether the applicant has learned to
direct the licensed activities of li-
censed operators competently and safe-
ly.

(b) Conditional license. If an appli-
cant’s general medical condition does
not meet the minimum standards
under § 55.33(a)(1) of this part, the Com-
mission may approve the application
and include conditions in the license to
accommodate the medical defect. The
Commission will consider the rec-
ommendations and supporting evidence
of the facility licensee and of the ex-
amining physician (provided on Form
NRC–396) in arriving at its decision.

§ 55.35 Re-applications.
(a) An applicant whose application

for a license has been denied because of
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1 Copies of NUREGs may be purchased from
the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, P.O. Box 38082,
Washington, DC 20402–9328. Copies are also
available from the National Technical Infor-
mation Service, 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA 22161. A copy is available for
inspection and/or copying in the NRC Public
Document Room, 2120 L Street, NW (Lower
Level), Washington, DC.

failure to pass the written examination
or operating test, or both, may file a
new application two months after the
date of denial. The application must be
submitted on Form NRC–398 and in-
clude a statement signed by an author-
ized representative of the facility li-
censee by whom the applicant will be
employed that states in detail the ex-
tent of the applicant’s additional train-
ing since the denial and certifies that
the applicant is ready for re-examina-
tion. An applicant may file a third ap-
plication six months after the date of
denial of the second application, and
may file further successive applica-
tions two years after the date of denial
of each prior application. The appli-
cant shall submit each successive ap-
plication on Form NRC–398 and include
a statement of additional training.

(b) An applicant who has passed ei-
ther the written examination or oper-
ating test and failed the other may re-
quest in a new application on Form
NRC–398 to be excused from re-exam-
ination on the portions of the examina-
tion or test which the applicant has
passed. The Commission may in its dis-
cretion grant the request, if it deter-
mines that sufficient justification is
presented.

Subpart E—Written Examinations
and Operating Tests

§ 55.40 Implementation.

(a) The Commission shall use the cri-
teria in NUREG–1021, ‘‘Operator Li-
censing Examination Standards for
Power Reactors,’’ 1 in effect six months
before the examination date to prepare
the written examinations required by
§§ 55.41 and 55.43 and the operating tests
required by § 55.45. The Commission
shall also use the criteria in NUREG–
1021 to evaluate the written examina-
tions and operating tests prepared by

power reactor facility licensees pursu-
ant to paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Power reactor facility licensees
may prepare, proctor, and grade the
written examinations required by
§§ 55.41 and 55.43 and may prepare the
operating tests required by § 55.45, sub-
ject to the following conditions:

(1) Power reactor facility licensees
shall prepare the required examina-
tions and tests in accordance with the
criteria in NUREG–1021 as described in
paragraph (a) of this section;

(2) Pursuant to § 55.49, power reactor
facility licensees shall establish, imple-
ment, and maintain procedures to con-
trol examination security and integ-
rity;

(3) An authorized representative of
the power reactor facility licensee
shall approve the required examina-
tions and tests before they are sub-
mitted to the Commission for review
and approval; and

(4) Power reactor facility licensees
must receive Commission approval of
their proposed written examinations
and operating tests.

(c) In lieu of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and upon written request from a
power reactor facility licensee pursu-
ant to § 55.31(a)(3), the Commission
shall, for that facility licensee, pre-
pare, proctor, and grade, the written
examinations required by §§ 55.41 and
55.43 and the operating tests required
by § 55.45. In addition, the Commission
may exercise its discretion and reject a
power reactor facility licensee’s deter-
mination to elect paragraph (b) of this
section, in which case the Commission
shall prepare, proctor, and grade the
required written examinations and op-
erating tests for that facility licensee.

(d) The Commission shall prepare,
proctor, and grade the written exami-
nations required by §§ 55.41 and 55.43
and the operating tests required by
§ 55.45 for non-power reactor facility li-
censees.

[64 FR 19878, Apr. 23, 1999]

§ 55.41 Written examination: Opera-
tors.

(a) Content. The written examination
for an operator will contain a rep-
resentative selection of questions on
the knowledge, skills, and abilities
needed to perform licensed operator
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