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has been delegated, or an administra-
tive law judge qualified under 5 U.S.C.
3105.

§ 12.62 Commencement of functions.

The functions of the presiding officer
begin upon designation and end upon
the filing of the initial decision.

§ 12.70 Authority of presiding officer.

The presiding officer has all powers
necessary to conduct a fair, expedi-
tious, and orderly hearing, including
the power to—

(a) Specify and change the date,
time, and place of oral hearings and
conferences;

(b) Establish the procedures for use
in developing evidentiary facts, includ-
ing the procedures in § 12.92(b) and to
rule on the need for oral testimony and
cross-examination under § 12.87(b);

(c) Prepare statements of the areas of
factual disagreement among the par-
ticipants;

(d) Hold conferences to settle, sim-
plify, or determine the issues in a hear-
ing or to consider other matters that
may expedite the hearing;

(e) Administer oaths and affirma-
tions;

(f) Control the course of the hearing
and the conduct of the participants;

(g) Examine witnesses and strike
their testimony if they fail to respond
fully to proper questions;

(h) Rule on, admit, exclude, or limit
evidence;

(i) Set the time for filing pleadings;
(j) Rule on motions and other proce-

dural matters;
(k) Rule on motions for summary de-

cision under § 12.93;
(l) Conduct the hearing in stages if

the number of parties is large or the
issues are numerous and complex;

(m) Waive, suspend, or modify any
rule in this subpart under § 10.19 if the
presiding officer determines that no
party will be prejudiced, the ends of
justice will be served, and the action is
in accordance with law;

(n) Strike the participation of any
person under § 12.45(e) or exclude any
person from the hearing under § 12.90,
or take other reasonable disciplinary
action; and

(o) Take any action for the fair, expe-
ditious, and orderly conduct of the
hearing.

§ 12.75 Disqualification of presiding of-
ficer.

(a) A participant may request the
presiding officer to disqualify himself/
herself and withdraw from the pro-
ceeding. The ruling on any such re-
quest may be appealed in accordance
with § 12.97(b).

(b) A presiding officer who is aware of
grounds for disqualification shall with-
draw from the proceeding.

§ 12.78 Unavailability of presiding offi-
cer.

(a) If the presiding officer is unable
to act for any reason, the Commis-
sioner will assign the powers and du-
ties to another presiding officer. The
substitution will not affect the hear-
ing, except as the new presiding officer
may order.

(b) Any motion based on the substi-
tution must be made within 10 days.

Subpart E—Hearing Procedures
§ 12.80 Filing and service of submis-

sions.
(a) Submissions, including pleadings

in a hearing, are to be filed with the
Dockets Management Branch under
§ 10.20 except that only two copies need
be filed. To determine compliance with
filing deadlines in a hearing, a submis-
sion is considered submitted on the
date it is actually received by the
Dockets Management Branch. When
this part allows a response to a submis-
sion and prescribes a period of time for
the filing of the response, an additional
3 days are allowed for the filing of the
response if the submission is served by
mail.

(b) The person making a submission
shall serve copies of it on the other
participants. Submissions of documen-
tary data and information are not re-
quired to be served on each participant,
but any accompanying transmittal let-
ter, pleading, summary, statement of
position, certification under paragraph
(d) of this section, or similar document
must be served on each participant.

(c) Service is accomplished by mail-
ing a submission to the address shown
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in the notice of participation or by per-
sonal delivery.

(d) All submissions are to be accom-
panied by a certificate of service, or a
statement that service is not required.

(e) No written submission or other
portion of the administrative record
may be held in confidence, except as
provided in § 12.105.

§ 12.82 Petition to participate in forma
pauperis.

(a) A participant who believes that
compliance with the filing and service
requirements of this section con-
stitutes an unreasonable financial bur-
den may submit to the Commissioner a
petition to participate in forma
pauperis.

(b) The petition will be in the form
specified in § 10.30 except that the head-
ing will be ‘‘Request to Participate in
Forma Pauperis, Docket No. l l.’’
Filing and service requirements for the
petition are described in paragraph (c)
of this section, whether or not the peti-
tion is granted. The petition must dem-
onstrate that either: (1) The person is
indigent and a strong public interest
justifies participation, or (2) the per-
son’s participation is in the public in-
terest because it can be considered of
primary benefit to the general public.

(c) The Commissioner may grant or
deny the petition. If the petition is
granted, the participant need file only
one copy of each submission with the
Dockets Management Branch. The
Dockets Management Branch will
make sufficient additional copies for
the administrative record, and serve a
copy on each other participant.

§ 12.83 Advisory opinions.
Before or during a hearing, a person

may, under § 10.85, request the Commis-
sioner for an advisory opinion on
whether any regulation or order under
consideration in the proceeding applies
to a specific situation.

§ 12.85 Disclosure of data and informa-
tion by the participants.

(a) Before the notice of hearing is
published under § 12.35, the director of
the center responsible for the matters
involved in the hearing shall submit
the following to the Dockets Manage-
ment Branch:

(1) The relevant portions of the ad-
ministrative record of the proceeding.
Portions of the administrative record
not relevant to the issues in the hear-
ing are not part of the administrative
record.

(2) All documents in the director’s
files containing factual information,
whether favorable or unfavorable to
the director’s position, which relate to
the issues involved in the hearing. Files
means the principal files in the center
in which documents relating to the
issues in the hearing are ordinarily
kept, e.g., the food additive master file
and the food additive petition in the
case of issues concerning a food addi-
tive, or the new drug application in the
case of issues concerning a new drug.
Internal memoranda reflecting the de-
liberative process, and attorney work
product and material prepared specifi-
cally for use in connection with the
hearing, are not required to be sub-
mitted.

(3) All other documentary data and
information relied upon.

(4) A narrative position statement on
the factual issues in the notice of hear-
ing and the type of supporting evidence
the director intends to introduce.

(5) A signed statement that, to the
director’s best knowledge and belief,
the submission complies with this sec-
tion.

(b) Within 60 days of the publication
of the notice of hearing or, if no partic-
ipant will be prejudiced, within an-
other period of time set by the pre-
siding officer, each participant shall
submit to the Dockets Management
Branch all data and information speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(2) through (5) of
this section, and any objections that
the administrative record filed under
paragraph (a)(1) of this section is in-
complete. With respect to the data and
information specified in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, participants shall
exercise reasonable diligence in identi-
fying documents in files comparable to
those described in that paragraph.

(c) Submissions required by para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section may
be supplemented later in the pro-
ceeding, with the approval of the pre-
siding officer, upon a showing that the
material contained in the supplement
was not reasonably known or available
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when the submission was made or that
the relevance of the material contained
in the supplement could not reasonably
have been forseen.

(d) A participant’s failure to comply
substantially and in good faith with
this section constitutes a waiver of the
right to participate further in the hear-
ing; failure of a party to comply con-
stitutes a waiver of the right to a hear-
ing.

(e) Participants may reference each
other’s submissions. To reduce duplica-
tive submissions, participants are en-
couraged to exchange and consolidate
lists of documentary evidence. If a par-
ticular document is bulky or in limited
supply and cannot reasonably be repro-
duced, and it constitutes relevant evi-
dence, the presiding officer may au-
thorize submission of a reduced number
of copies.

(f) The presiding officer will rule on
questions relating to this section.

[44 FR 22339, Apr. 13, 1979, as amended at 54
FR 9035, Mar. 3, 1989]

§ 12.87 Purpose; oral and written testi-
mony; burden of proof.

(a) The objective of a formal evi-
dentiary hearing is the fair determina-
tion of relevant facts consistent with
the right of all interested persons to
participate and the public interest in
promptly settling controversial mat-
ters affecting the public health and
welfare.

(b) Accordingly, the evidence at a
hearing is to be developed to the max-
imum extent through written submis-
sions, including written direct testi-
mony, which may be in narrative or in
question-and-answer form.

(1) In a hearing, the issues may have
general applicability and depend on
general facts that do not concern par-
ticular action of a specific party, e.g.,
the safety or effectiveness of a class of
drug products, the safety of a food or
color additive, or a definition and
standard of identity for a food; or the
issues may have specific applicability
to past action and depend upon par-
ticular facts concerning only that
party, e.g., the applicability of a grand-
father clause to a particular brand of a
drug or the failure of a particular man-
ufacturer to meet required manufac-

turing and processing specifications or
other general standards.

(i) If the proceeding involves general
issues, direct testimony will be sub-
mitted in writing, except on a showing
that written direct testimony is insuf-
ficient for a full and true disclosure of
relevant facts and that the participant
will be prejudiced if unable to present
oral direct testimony. If the proceeding
involves particular issues, each party
may determine whether, and the extent
to which, each wishes to present direct
testimony orally or in writing.

(ii) Oral cross-examination of wit-
nesses will be permitted if it appears
that alternative means of developing
the evidence are insufficient for a full
and true disclosure of the facts and
that the party requesting oral cross-ex-
amination will be prejudiced by denial
of the request or that oral cross-exam-
ination is the most effective and effi-
cient means to clarify the matters at
issue.

(2) Witnesses shall give testimony
under oath.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, in a hearing involv-
ing issuing, amending, or revoking a
regulation or order, the originator of
the proposal or petition or of any sig-
nificant modification will be, within
the meaning of 5 U.S.C. 556(d), the pro-
ponent of the regulation or order, and
will have the burden of proof. A partic-
ipant who proposes to substitute a new
provision for a provision objected to
has the burden of proof in relation to
the new provision.

(d) At a hearing involving issuing,
amending, or revoking a regulation or
order relating to the safety or effec-
tiveness of a drug, device, food addi-
tive, or color additive, the participant
who is contending that the product is
safe or effective or both and who is re-
questing approval or contesting with-
drawal of approval has the burden of
proof in establishing safety or effec-
tiveness or both and thus the right to
approval. The burden of proof remains
on that participant in an amendment
or revocation proceeding.

[44 FR 22339, Apr. 13, 1979 as amended at 64
FR 399, Jan. 5, 1999]

§ 12.89 Participation of nonparties.
(a) A nonparty participant may—
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(1) Attend all conferences (including
the prehearing conference), oral pro-
ceedings, and arguments;

(2) Submit written testimony and
documentary evidence for inclusion in
the record;

(3) File written objections, briefs, and
other pleadings; and

(4) Present oral argument.
(b) A nonparty participant may not—
(1) Submit written interrogatories;

and
(2) Conduct cross-examination.
(c) A person whose petition is the

subject of the hearing has the same
right as a party.

(d) A nonparty participant will be
permitted additional rights if the pre-
siding officer concludes that the par-
ticipant’s interests would not be ade-
quately protected otherwise or that
broader participation is required for a
full and true disclosure of the facts,
but the rights of a nonparty partici-
pant may not exceed the rights of a
party.

[44 FR 22339, Apr. 13, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 51770, Nov. 14, 1983]

§ 12.90 Conduct at oral hearings or
conferences.

All participants in a hearing will
conduct themselves with dignity and
observe judicial standards of practice
and ethics. They may not indulge in
personal attacks, unseemly wrangling,
or intemperate accusations or charac-
terizations. Representatives of parties
shall, to the extent possible, restrain
clients from improprieties in connec-
tion with any proceeding. Disrespect-
ful, disorderly, or contumacious lan-
guage or conduct, refusal to comply
with directions, use of dilatory tactics,
or refusal to adhere to reasonable
standards of orderly and ethical con-
duct during any hearing, constitute
grounds for immediate exclusion from
the proceeding by the presiding officer.

§ 12.91 Time and place of prehearing
conference.

A prehearing conference will com-
mence at the date, time, and place an-
nounced in the notice of hearing, or in
a later notice, or as specified by the
presiding officer in a notice modifying
a prior notice. At that conference the
presiding officer will establish the

methods and procedures to be used in
developing the evidence, determine
reasonable time periods for the conduct
of the hearing, and designate the times
and places for the production of wit-
nesses for direct and cross-examination
if leave to conduct oral examination is
granted on any issue, as far as prac-
ticable at that time.

§ 12.92 Prehearing conference proce-
dure.

(a) Participants in a hearing are to
appear at the prehearing conference
prepared to discuss and resolve all mat-
ters specified in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(1) To expedite the hearing, partici-
pants are encouraged to prepare in ad-
vance for the prehearing conference.
Participants should cooperate with
each other, and request information
and begin preparation of testimony at
the earliest possible time. Failure of a
participant to appear at the prehearing
conference or to raise matters that
could reasonably be anticipated and re-
solved at that time will not delay the
progress of the hearing, and con-
stitutes a waiver of the rights of the
participant regarding such matters as
objections to the agreements reached,
actions taken, or rulings issued by the
presiding officer and may be grounds
for striking the participation under
§ 12.45.

(2) Participants shall bring to the
prehearing conference the following
specific information, which will be
filed with the Dockets Management
Branch under § 12.80:

(i) Any additional information to
supplement the submission filed under
§ 12.85, which may be filed if approved
under § 12.85(c).

(ii) A list of all witnesses whose testi-
mony will be offered, orally or in writ-
ing, at the hearing, with a full cur-
riculum vitae for each. Additional wit-
nesses may later be identified, with the
approval of the presiding officer, on a
showing that the witness was not rea-
sonably available at the time of the
prehearing conference or the relevance
of the witness’ views could not reason-
ably have been foreseen at that time.

(iii) All prior written statements in-
cluding articles and any written state-
ment signed or adopted, or a recording
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or transcription of an oral statement
made, by persons identified as wit-
nesses if—

(a) The statement is available with-
out making request of the witness or
any other person;

(b) The statement relates to the sub-
ject matter of the witness’ testimony;
and

(c) The statement either was made
before the time the person agreed to
become a witness or has been made
publicly available by the person.

(b) The presiding officer will conduct
a prehearing conference for the fol-
lowing purposes:

(1) To determine the areas of factual
disagreement to be considered at the
hearing. The presiding officer may hold
conferences off the record in an effort
to reach agreement on disputed factual
questions.

(2) To identify the most appropriate
techniques for developing evidence on
issues in controversy and the manner
and sequence in which they will be
used, including, where oral examina-
tion is to be conducted, the sequence in
which witnesses will be produced for,
and the time and place of, oral exam-
ination. The presiding officer may con-
sider—

(i) Submission of narrative state-
ments of position on factual issues in
controversy;

(ii) Submission of evidence or identi-
fication of previously submitted evi-
dence to support such statements, such
as affidavits, verified statements of
fact, data, studies, and reports;

(iii) Exchange of written interrog-
atories directed to particular wit-
nesses;

(iv) Written requests for the produc-
tion of additional documentation, data,
or other relevant information;

(v) Submission of written questions
to be asked by the presiding officer of
a specific witness; and

(vi) Identification of facts for which
oral examination and/or cross-exam-
ination is appropriate.

(3) To group participants with sub-
stantially like interests for presenting
evidence, making motions and objec-
tions, including motions for summary
decision, filing briefs, and presenting
oral argument.

(4) To hear and rule on objections to
admitting into evidence information
submitted under § 12.85.

(5) To obtain stipulations and admis-
sions of facts.

(6) To take other action that may ex-
pedite the hearing.

(c) The presiding officer shall issue,
orally or in writing, a prehearing order
reciting the actions taken at the pre-
hearing conference and setting forth
the schedule for the hearing. The order
will control the subsequent course of
the hearing unless modified by the pre-
siding officer for good cause.

§ 12.93 Summary decisions.
(a) After the hearing commences, a

participant may move, with or without
supporting affidavits, for a summary
decision on any issue in the hearing.
Any other participant may, within 10
days after service of the motion, which
time may be extended for an additional
10 days for good cause, serve opposing
affidavits or countermove for summary
decision. The presiding officer may set
the matter for argument and call for
the submission of briefs.

(b) The presiding officer will grant
the motion if the objections, requests
for hearing, other pleadings, affidavits,
and other material filed in connection
with the hearing, or matters officially
noticed, show that there is no genuine
issue as to any material fact and that
a participant is entitled to summary
decision.

(c) Affidavits should set forth facts
that would be admissible in evidence
and show affirmatively that the affiant
is competent to testify to the matters
stated. When a properly supported mo-
tion for summary decision is made, a
participant opposing the motion may
not rest upon mere allegations or deni-
als or general descriptions of positions
and contentions; affidavits or other re-
sponses must set forth specific facts
showing that there is a genuine issue of
fact for the hearing.

(d) Should it appear from the affida-
vits of a participant opposing the mo-
tion that for sound reasons stated,
facts essential to justify the opposition
cannot be presented by affidavit, the
presiding officer may deny the motion
for summary decision, order a continu-
ance to permit affidavits or additional
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evidence to be obtained, or issue other
just order.

(e) If on motion under this section a
summary decision is not rendered upon
the whole case or for all the relief
asked. and evidentiary facts need to be
developed, the presiding officer will
issue an order specifying the facts that
appear without substantial controversy
and directing further evidentiary pro-
ceedings. The facts so specified will be
deemed established.

(f) A participant may obtain inter-
locutory review by the Commissioner
of a summary decision of the presiding
officer.

§ 12.94 Receipt of evidence.

(a) A hearing consists of the develop-
ment of evidence and the resolution of
factual issues as set forth in this sub-
part and in the prehearing order.

(b) All orders, transcripts, written
statements of position, written direct
testimony, written interrogatories and
responses, and any other written mate-
rial submitted in the proceeding is a
part of the administrative record of the
hearing, and will be promptly placed on
public display in the office of the Dock-
ets Management Branch, except as pro-
vided in § 12.105.

(c) Written evidence, identified as
such, is admissible unless a participant
objects and the presiding officer ex-
cludes it on objection of a participant
or on the presiding officer’s own initia-
tive.

(1) The presiding officer may exclude
written evidence as inadmissible only
if—

(i) The evidence is irrelevant, imma-
terial, unreliable, or repetitive;

(ii) Exclusion of part or all of the
written evidence of a participant is
necessary to enforce the requirements
of this subpart; or

(iii) The evidence was not submitted
as required by § 12.85.

(2) Items of written evidence are to
be submitted as separate documents,
sequentially numbered, except that a
voluminous document may be sub-
mitted in the form of a cross-reference
to the documents filed under § 12.85.

(3) Written evidence excluded by the
presiding officer as inadmissible re-
mains a part of the administrative

record, as an offer of proof, for judicial
review.

(d) Testimony, whether on direct or
on cross-examination, is admissible as
evidence unless a participant objects
and the presiding officer excludes it.

(1) The presiding officer may exclude
oral evidence as inadmissible only if—

(i) The evidence is irrelevant, imma-
terial, unreliable, or repetitive; or

(ii) Exclusion of part or all of the evi-
dence is necessary to enforce the re-
quirements of this part.

(2) If oral evidence is excluded as in-
admissible, the participant may take
written exception to the ruling in a
brief to the Commissioner, without
taking oral exception at the hearing.
Upon review, the Commissioner may
reopen the hearing to permit the evi-
dence to be admitted if the Commis-
sioner determines that its exclusion
was erroneous and prejudicial.

(e) The presiding officer may sched-
ule conferences as needed to monitor
the program of the hearing, narrow and
simplify the issues, and consider and
rule on motions, requests, and other
matters concerning the development of
the evidence.

(f) The presiding officer will conduct
such proceedings as are necessary for
the taking of oral testimony, for the
oral examination of witnesses by the
presiding officer on the basis of written
questions previously submitted by the
parties, and for the conduct of cross-ex-
amination of witnesses by the parties.
The presiding officer shall exclude ir-
relevant or repetitious written ques-
tions and limit oral cross-examination
to prevent irrelevant or repetitious ex-
amination.

(g) The presiding officer shall order
the proceedings closed for the taking of
oral testimony relating to matters
specified in § 10.20(j)(2)(i) (a) and (b).
Such closed proceedings will be con-
ducted in accordance with § 10.20(j)(3).
Participation in closed proceedings
will be limited to the witness, the wit-
ness’ counsel, and Federal Government
executive branch employees and spe-
cial government employees. Closed pro-
ceedings will be permitted only for, and
will be limited to, oral testimony di-
rectly relating to matters specified in
§ 10.20(j)(3).

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 13:02 Apr 16, 2001 Jkt 194062 PO 00000 Frm 00136 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194062T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 194062T



137

Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 12.99

§ 12.95 Official notice.
(a) Official notice may be taken of

such matters as might be judicially no-
ticed by the courts of the United
States or of any other matter pecu-
liarly within the general knowledge of
FDA as an expert agency.

(b) If official notice is taken of a ma-
terial fact not appearing in the evi-
dence of record, a participant, on time-
ly request, will be afforded an oppor-
tunity to show the contrary.

§ 12.96 Briefs and arguments.
(a) Promptly after the taking of evi-

dence is completed, the presiding offi-
cer will announce a schedule for the fil-
ing of briefs. Briefs are to be filed ordi-
narily within 45 days of the close of the
hearing. Briefs must include a state-
ment of position on each issue, with
specific and complete citations to the
evidence and points of law relied on.
Briefs must contain proposed findings
of fact and conclusions of law.

(b) The presiding officer may, as a
matter of discretion, permit oral argu-
ment after the briefs are filed.

(c) Briefs and oral argument are to
refrain from disclosing specific details
of written and oral testimony and doc-
uments relating to matters specified in
§ 10.20(j)(2)(i)(a) and (b), except as spe-
cifically authorized in a protective
order issued under § 10.20(j)(3).

§ 12.97 Interlocutory appeal from rul-
ing of presiding officer.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section and in §§ 12.35(b),
12.45(e), 12.93(f), and 12.99(d), when an
interlocutory appeal is specifically au-
thorized by this subpart, rulings of the
presiding officer may not be appealed
to the Commissioner before the Com-
missioner’s consideration of the entire
record of the hearing.

(b) A ruling of the presiding officer is
subject to interlocutory appeal to the
Commissioner if the presiding officer
certifies on the record or in writing
that immediate review is necessary to
prevent exceptional delay, expense, or
prejudice to any participant, or sub-
stantial harm to the public interest.

(c) When an interlocutory appeal is
made to the Commissioner, a partici-
pant may file a brief with the Commis-
sioner only if specifically authorized

by the presiding officer or the Commis-
sioner, and if such authorization is
granted, within the period the Commis-
sioner directs. If a participant is au-
thorized to file a brief, any other par-
ticipant may file a brief in opposition,
within the period the Commissioner di-
rects. If no briefs are authorized, the
appeal will be presented as an oral ar-
gument to the Commissioner. The oral
argument will be transcribed. If briefs
are authorized, oral argument will be
heard only at the discretion of the
Commissioner.

§ 12.98 Official transcript.

(a) The presiding officer will arrange
for a verbatim stenographic transcript
of oral testimony and for necessary
copies of the transcript.

(b) One copy of the transcript will be
placed on public display in the office of
the Dockets Management Branch upon
receipt.

(c) Except as provided in § 12.105, cop-
ies of the transcript may be obtained
by application to the official reporter
and payment of costs thereof or under
part 20.

(d) Witnesses, participants, and coun-
sel have 30 days from the time the
transcript becomes available to pro-
pose corrections in the transcript of
oral testimony. Corrections are per-
mitted only for transcription errors.
The presiding officer shall promptly
order justified corrections.

§ 12.99 Motions.

(a) A motion on any matter relating
to the proceeding is to be filed under
§ 12.80, and must include a draft order,
except one made in the course of an
oral hearing before the presiding offi-
cer.

(b) A response may be filed within 10
days of service of a motion. The time
may be shortened or extended by the
presiding officer for good cause shown.

(c) The moving party has no right to
reply, except as permitted by the pre-
siding officer.

(d) The presiding officer shall rule
upon the motion and may certify that
ruling to the Commissioner for inter-
locutory review.
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