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§ 83.1 Definitions.
As used in this part:
Area Office means a Bureau of Indian

Affairs Area Office.
Assistant Secretary means the Assist-

ant Secretary—Indian Affairs, or that
officer’s authorized representative.

Autonomous means the exercise of po-
litical influence or authority inde-
pendent of the control of any other In-
dian governing entity. Autonomous
must be understood in the context of
the history, geography, culture and so-
cial organization of the petitioning
group.

Board means the Interior Board of In-
dian Appeals.

Bureau means the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

Community means any group of people
which can demonstrate that consistent
interactions and significant social rela-
tionships exist within its membership
and that its members are differentiated
from and identified as distinct from
nonmembers. Community must be un-
derstood in the context of the history,
geography, culture and social organiza-
tion of the group.

Continental United States means the
contiguous 48 states and Alaska.

Continuously or continuous means ex-
tending from first sustained contact
with non-Indians throughout the
group’s history to the present substan-
tially without interruption.

Department means the Department of
the Interior.

Documented petition means the de-
tailed arguments made by a petitioner
to substantiate its claim to continuous
existence as an Indian tribe, together
with the factual exposition and all doc-
umentary evidence necessary to dem-
onstrate that these arguments address
the mandatory criteria in § 83.7(a)
through (g).

Historically, historical or history means
dating from first sustained contact
with non-Indians.

Indian group or group means any In-
dian or Alaska Native aggregation
within the continental United States
that the Secretary of the Interior does
not acknowledge to be an Indian tribe.

Indian tribe, also referred to herein as
tribe, means any Indian or Alaska Na-
tive tribe, band, pueblo, village, or
community within the continental
United States that the Secretary of the
Interior presently acknowledges to
exist as an Indian tribe.

Indigenous means native to the conti-
nental United States in that at least
part of the petitioner’s territory at the
time of sustained contact extended
into what is now the continental
United States.

Informed party means any person or
organization, other than an interested
party, who requests an opportunity to
submit comments or evidence or to be
kept informed of general actions re-
garding a specific petitioner.

Interested party means any person, or-
ganization or other entity who can es-
tablish a legal, factual or property in-
terest in an acknowledgment deter-
mination and who requests an oppor-
tunity to submit comments or evidence
or to be kept informed of general ac-
tions regarding a specific petitioner.
‘‘Interested party’’ includes the gov-
ernor and attorney general of the state
in which a petitioner is located, and
may include, but is not limited to,
local governmental units, and any rec-
ognized Indian tribes and unrecognized
Indian groups that might be affected
by an acknowledgment determination.
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