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Regulations) for examples illustrating
the use of these factors and methods.

(c) The application of section 318(a)
relating to options may be illustrated
by the following example:

Example. A and B, unrelated individuals,
own all of the 100 outstanding shares of stock
of a corporation, each owning 50 shares. A
has an option to acquire 25 of B’s shares and
has an option to acquire a further option to
acquire the remaining 25 of B’s shares. A is
considered as owning the entire 100 shares of
stock of the corporation.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11607, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6969, 33 FR 11999, Aug. 23,
1968]

§ 1.318–4 Constructive ownership as
actual ownership; exceptions.

(a) In general. Section 318(a)(5)(A)
provides that, except as provided in
section 318(a)(5) (B) and (C), stock con-
structively owned by a person by rea-
son of the application of section 318(a)
(1), (2), (3), or (4) shall be considered as
actually owned by such person for pur-
poses of applying section 318(a) (1), (2),
(3), and (4). For example, if a trust
owns 50 percent of the stock of corpora-
tion X, stock of corporation Y owned
by corporation X which is attributed to
the trust may be further attributed to
the beneficiaries of the trust.

(b) Constructive family ownership. Sec-
tion 318(a)(5)(B) provides that stock
constructively owned by an individual
by reason of ownership by a member of
his family shall not be considered as
owned by him for purposes of making
another family member the construc-
tive owner of such stock under section
318(a)(1). For example, if F and his two
sons, A and B, each own one-third of
the stock of a corporation, under sec-
tion 318(a)(1), A is treated as owning
constructively the stock owned by his
father but is not treated as owning the
stock owned by B. Section 318(a)(5)(B)
prevents the attribution of the stock of
one brother through the father to the
other brother, an attribution beyond
the scope of section 318(a)(1) directly.

(c) Reattribution. (1) Section
318(a)(5)(C) provides that stock con-
structively owned by a partnership, es-
tate, trust, or corporation by reason of
the application of section 318(a)(3) shall
not be considered as owned by it for
purposes of applying section 318(a)(2) in

order to make another the constructive
owner of such stock. For example, if
two unrelated individuals are bene-
ficiaries of the same trust, stock held
by one which is attributed to the trust
under section 318(a)(3) is not reattrib-
uted from the trust to the other bene-
ficiary. However, stock constructively
owned by reason of section 318(a)(2)
may be reattributed under section
318(a)(3). Thus, for example, if all the
stock of corporations X and Y is owned
by A, stock of corporation Z held by X
is attributed to Y through A.

(2) Section 318(a)(5)(C) does not pre-
vent reattribution under section
318(a)(2) of stock constructively owned
by an entity under section 318(a)(3) if
the stock is also constructively owned
by the entity under section 318(a)(4).
For example, if individuals A and B are
beneficiaries of a trust and the trust
has an option to buy stock from A, B is
considered under section 318(a)(2)(B) as
owning a proportionate part of such
stock.

(3) Section 318(a)(5)(C) is effective on
and after August 31, 1964, except that
for purposes of sections 302 and 304 it
does not apply with respect to distribu-
tions in payment for stock acquisitions
or redemptions if such acquisitions or
redemptions occurred before August 31,
1964.

[T.D. 6969, 33 FR 11999, Aug. 23, 1968]

CORPORATE LIQUIDATIONS

EFFECTS ON RECIPIENTS

§ 1.331–1 Corporate liquidations.
(a) Section 331 contains rules gov-

erning the extent to which gain or loss
is recognized to a shareholder receiving
a distribution in complete or partial
liquidation of a corporation. Under sec-
tion 331(a)(1), it is provided that
amounts distributed in complete liq-
uidation of a corporation shall be
treated as in full payment in exchange
for the stock. Under section 331(a)(2), it
is provided that amounts distributed in
partial liquidation of a corporation
shall be treated as in full or part pay-
ment in exchange for the stock. For
this purpose, the term partial liquida-
tion shall have the meaning ascribed in
section 346. If section 331 is applicable
to the distribution of property by a
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corporation, section 301 (relating to the
effects on a shareholder of distribu-
tions of property) has no application
other than to a distribution in com-
plete liquidation to which section
316(b)(2)(B) applies. See paragraph
(b)(2) of § 1.316–1.

(b) The gain or loss to a shareholder
from a distribution in partial or com-
plete liquidation is to be determined
under section 1001 by comparing the
amount of the distribution with the
cost or other basis of the stock. The
gain or loss will be recognized to the
extent provided in section 1002 and will
be subject to the provisions of parts I,
II, and III (section 1201 and following),
subchapter P, chapter 1 of the Code.

(c) A liquidation which is followed by
a transfer to another corporation of all
or part of the assets of the liquidating
corporation or which is preceded by
such a transfer may, however, have the
effect of the distribution of a dividend
or of a transaction in which no loss is
recognized and gain is recognized only
to the extent of ‘‘other property.’’ See
sections 301 and 356.

(d) In every case in which a share-
holder transfers stock in exchange for
property to the corporation which
issued such stock, the facts and cir-
cumstances shall be reported on his re-
turn unless the property is part of a
distribution made pursuant to a cor-
porate resolution reciting that the dis-
tribution is made in liquidation of the
corporation and the corporation is
completely liquidated and dissolved
within one year after the distribution.
See section 6043 for requirements relat-
ing to returns by corporations.

(e) The provisions of this section may
be illustrated by the following exam-
ple:

Example A, an individual who makes his in-
come tax returns on the calendar year basis,
owns 20 shares of stock of the P Corporation,
a domestic corporation, 10 shares of which
were acquired in 1951 at a cost of $1,500 and
the remainder of 10 shares in December 1954
at a cost of $2,900. He receives in April 1955 a
distribution of $250 per share in complete liq-
uidation, or $2,500 on the 10 shares acquired
in 1951, and $2,500 on the 10 shares acquired
in December 1954. The gain of $1,000 on the
shares acquired in 1951 is a long-term capital
gain to be treated as provided in parts I, II,
and III (section 1201 and following), sub-
chapter P, chapter 1 of the Code. The loss of

$400 on the shares acquired in 1954 is a short-
term capital loss to be treated as provided in
parts I, II, and III (section 1201 and fol-
lowing), subchapter P, chapter 1 of the Code.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11607, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6949, 33 FR 5521, Apr. 9, 1968]

§ 1.332–1 Distributions in liquidation
of subsidiary corporation; general.

Under the general rule prescribed by
section 331 for the treatment of dis-
tributions in liquidation of a corpora-
tion, amounts received by one corpora-
tion in complete liquidation of another
corporation are treated as in full pay-
ment in exchange for stock in such
other corporation, and gain or loss
from the receipt of such amounts is to
be determined as provided in section
1001. Section 332 excepts from the gen-
eral rule property received, under cer-
tain specifically described cir-
cumstances, by one corporation as a
distribution in complete liquidation of
the stock of another corporation and
provides for the nonrecognition of gain
or loss in those cases which meet the
statutory requirements. Section 367
places a limitation on the application
of section 332 in the case of foreign cor-
porations. See section 334(b) for the
basis for determining gain or loss from
the subsequent sale of property re-
ceived upon complete liquidations such
as described in this section. See section
453(d)(4)(A) relative to distribution of
installment obligations by subsidiary.

§ 1.332–2 Requirements for non-
recognition of gain or loss.

(a) The nonrecognition of gain or loss
is limited to the receipt of such prop-
erty by a corporation which is the ac-
tual owner of stock (in the liquidating
corporation) possessing at least 80 per-
cent of the total combined voting
power of all classes of stock entitled to
vote and the owner of at least 80 per-
cent of the total number of shares of
all other classes of stock (except non-
voting stock which is limited and pre-
ferred as to dividends). The recipient
corporation must have been the owner
of the specified amount of such stock
on the date of the adoption of the plan
of liquidation and have continued so to
be at all times until the receipt of the
property. If the recipient corporation
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does not continue qualified with re-
spect to the ownership of stock of the
liquidating corporation and if the fail-
ure to continue qualified occurs at any
time prior to the completion of the
transfer of all the property, the provi-
sions for the nonrecognition of gain or
loss do not apply to any distribution
received under the plan.

(b) Section 332 applies only to those
cases in which the recipient corpora-
tion receives at least partial payment
for the stock which it owns in the liq-
uidating corporation. If section 332 is
not applicable, see section 165(g) rel-
ative to allowance of losses on worth-
less securities.

(c) To constitute a distribution in
complete liquidation within the mean-
ing of section 332, the distribution
must be (1) made by the liquidating
corporation in complete cancellation
or redemption of all of its stock in ac-
cordance with a plan of liquidation, or
(2) one of a series of distributions in
complete cancellation or redemption of
all its stock in accordance with a plan
of liquidation. Where there is more
than one distribution, it is essential
that a status of liquidation exist at the
time the first distribution is made
under the plan and that such status
continue until the liquidation is com-
pleted. Liquidation is completed when
the liquidating corporation and the re-
ceiver or trustees in liquidation are fi-
nally divested of all the property (both
tangible and intangible). A status of
liquidation exists when the corporation
ceases to be a going concern and its ac-
tivities are merely for the purpose of
winding up its affairs, paying its debts,
and distributing any remaining balance
to its shareholders. A liquidation may
be completed prior to the actual dis-
solution of the liquidating corporation.
However, legal dissolution of the cor-
poration is not required. Nor will the
mere retention of a nominal amount of
assets for the sole purpose of pre-
serving the corporation’s legal exist-
ence disqualify the transaction. (See 26
CFR (1939) 39.22(a)–20 (Regulations
118).)

(d) If a transaction constitutes a dis-
tribution in complete liquidation with-
in the meaning of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 and satisfies the require-
ments of section 332, it is not material

that it is otherwise described under the
local law. If a liquidating corporation
distributes all of its property in com-
plete liquidation and if pursuant to the
plan for such complete liquidation a
corporation owning the specified
amount of stock in the liquidating cor-
poration receives property constituting
amounts distributed in complete liq-
uidation within the meaning of the
Code and also receives other property
attributable to shares not owned by it,
the transfer of the property to the re-
cipient corporation shall not be treat-
ed, by reason of the receipt of such
other property, as not being a distribu-
tion (or one of a series of distributions)
in complete cancellation or redemption
of all of the stock of the liquidating
corporation within the meaning of sec-
tion 332, even though for purposes of
those provisions relating to corporate
reorganizations the amount received
by the recipient corporation in excess
of its ratable share is regarded as ac-
quired upon the issuance of its stock or
securities in a tax-free exchange as de-
scribed in section 361 and the cancella-
tion or redemption of the stock not
owned by the recipient corporation is
treated as occurring as a result of a
taxfree exchange described in section
354.

(e) The application of these rules
may be illustrated by the following ex-
ample:

Example On September 1, 1954, the M Cor-
poration had outstanding capital stock con-
sisting of 3,000 shares of common stock, par
value $100 a share, and 1,000 shares of pre-
ferred stock, par value $100 a share, which
preferred stock was limited and preferred as
to dividends and had no voting rights. On
that date, and thereafter until the date of
dissolution of the M Corporation, the O Cor-
poration owned 2,500 shares of common stock
of the M Corporation. By statutory merger
consummated on October 1, 1954, pursuant to
a plan of liquidation adopted on September 1,
1954, the M Corporation was merged into the
O Corporation, the O Corporation under the
plan issuing stock which was received by the
other holders of the stock of the M Corpora-
tion. The receipt by the O Corporation of the
properties of the M Corporation is a distribu-
tion received by the O Corporation in com-
plete liquidation of the M Corporation with-
in the meaning of section 332, and no gain or
loss is recognized as the result of the receipt
of such properties.
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§ 1.332–3 Liquidations completed with-
in one taxable year.

If in a liquidation completed within
one taxable year pursuant to a plan of
complete liquidation, distributions in
complete liquidation are received by a
corporation which owns the specified
amount of stock in the liquidating cor-
poration and which continues qualified
with respect to the ownership of such
stock until the transfer of all the prop-
erty within such year is completed (see
paragraph (a) of § 1.332–2), then no gain
or loss shall be recognized with respect
to the distributions received by the re-
cipient corporation. In such case no
waiver or bond is required of the recipi-
ent corporation under section 332.

§ 1.332–4 Liquidations covering more
than one taxable year.

(a) If the plan of liquidation is con-
summated by a series of distributions
extending over a period of more than
one taxable year, the nonrecognition of
gain or loss with respect to the dis-
tributions in liquidation shall, in addi-
tion to the requirements of § 1.332–2, be
subject to the following requirements:

(1) In order for the distribution in liq-
uidation to be brought within the ex-
ception provided in section 332 to the
general rule for computing gain or loss
with respect to amounts received in
liquidation of a corporation, the entire
property of the corporation shall be
transferred in accordance with a plan
of liquidation, which plan shall include
a statement showing the period within
which the transfer of the property of
the liquidating corporation to the re-
cipient corporation is to be completed.
The transfer of all the property under
the liquidation must be completed
within three years from the close of
the taxable year during which is made
the first of the series of distributions
under the plan.

(2) For each of the taxable years
which falls wholly or partly within the
period of liquidation, the recipient cor-
poration shall, at the time of filing its
return, file with the district director of
internal revenue a waiver of the stat-
ute of limitations on assessment. The
waiver shall be executed on such form
as may be prescribed by the Commis-
sioner and shall extend the period of
assessment of all income and profits

taxes for each such year to a date not
earlier than one year after the last
date of the period for assessment of
such taxes for the last taxable year in
which the transfer of the property of
such liquidating corporation to the
controlling corporation may be com-
pleted in accordance with section 332.
Such waiver shall also contain such
other terms with respect to assessment
as may be considered by the Commis-
sioner to be necessary to insure the as-
sessment and collection of the correct
tax liability for each year within the
period of liquidation.

(3) For each of the taxable years
which falls wholly or partly within the
period of liquidation, the recipient cor-
poration may be required to file a
bond, the amount of which shall be
fixed by the district director. The bond
shall contain all terms specified by the
Commissioner, including provisions un-
equivocally assuring prompt payment
of the excess of income and profits
taxes (plus penalty, if any, and inter-
est) as computed by the district direc-
tor without regard to the provisions of
sections 332 and 334(b) over such taxes
computed with regard to such provi-
sions, regardless of whether such ex-
cess may or may not be made the sub-
ject of a notice of deficiency under sec-
tion 6212 and regardless of whether it
may or may not be assessed. Any bond
required under section 332 shall have
such surety or sureties as the Commis-
sioner may require. However, see 6
U.S.C. 15, providing that where a bond
is required by law or regulations, in
lieu of surety or sureties there may be
deposited bonds or notes of the United
States. Only surety companies holding
certificates of authority from the Sec-
retary as acceptable sureties on Fed-
eral bonds will be approved as sureties.
The bonds shall be executed in trip-
licate so that the Commissioner, the
taxpayer, and the surety or the deposi-
tary may each have a copy. On and
after September 1, 1953, the functions
of the Commissioner with respect to
such bonds shall be performed by the
district director for the internal rev-
enue district in which the return was
filed and any bond filed on or after
such date shall be filed with such dis-
trict director.
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(b) Pending the completion of the liq-
uidation, if there is a compliance with
paragraph (a) (1), (2), and (3) of this sec-
tion and § 1.332–2 with respect to the
nonrecognition of gain or loss, the in-
come and profits tax liability of the re-
cipient corporation for each of the
years covered in whole or in part by
the liquidation shall be determined
without the recognition of any gain or
loss on account of the receipt of the
distributions in liquidation. In such de-
termination, the basis of the property
or properties received by the recipient
corporation shall be determined in ac-
cordance with section 334(b). However,
if the transfer of the property is not
completed within the three-year period
allowed by section 332 or if the recipi-
ent corporation does not continue
qualified with respect to the ownership
of stock of the liquidating corporation
as required by that section, gain or loss
shall be recognized with respect to
each distribution and the tax liability
for each of the years covered in whole
or in part by the liquidation shall be
recomputed without regard to the pro-
visions of section 332 or section 334(b)
and the amount of any additional tax
due upon such recomputation shall be
promptly paid.

§ 1.332–5 Distributions in liquidation
as affecting minority interests.

Upon the liquidation of a corporation
in pursuance of a plan of complete liq-
uidation, the gain or loss of minority
shareholders shall be determined with-
out regard to section 332, since it does
not apply to that part of distributions
in liquidation received by minority
shareholders.

§ 1.332–6 Records to be kept and infor-
mation to be filed with return.

(a) Permanent records in substantial
form shall be kept by every corpora-
tion receiving distributions in com-
plete liquidation within the exception
provided in section 332 showing the in-
formation required by this section to
be submitted with its return. The plan
of liquidation must be adopted by each
of the corporations parties thereto; and
the adoption must be shown by the acts
of its duly constituted responsible offi-
cers, and appear upon the official
records of each such corporation.

(b) For the taxable year in which the
liquidation occurs, or, if the plan of liq-
uidation provides for a series of dis-
tributions over a period of more than
one year, for each taxable year in
which a distribution is received under
the plan the recipient must file with
its return a complete statement of all
facts pertinent to the nonrecognition
of gain or loss, including:

(1) A certified copy of the plan for
complete liquidation, and of the resolu-
tions under which the plan was adopted
and the liquidation was authorized, to-
gether with a statement under oath
showing in detail all transactions inci-
dent to, or pursuant to, the plan.

(2) A list of all the properties re-
ceived upon the distribution, showing
the cost or other basis of such prop-
erties to the liquidating corporation at
the date of distribution and the fair
market value of such properties on the
date distributed.

(3) A statement of any indebtedness
of the liquidating corporation to the
recipient corporation on the date the
plan of liquidation was adopted and on
the date of the first liquidating dis-
tribution. If any such indebtedness was
acquired at less than face value, the
cost thereof to the recipient corpora-
tion must also be shown.

(4) A statement as to its ownership of
all classes of stock of the liquidating
corporation (showing as to each class
the number of shares and percentage
owned and the voting power of each
share) as of the date of the adoption of
the plan of liquidation, and at all times
since, to and including the date of the
distribution in liquidation. The cost or
other basis of such stock and the date
or dates on which purchased must also
be shown.

§ 1.332–7 Indebtedness of subsidiary to
parent.

If section 332(a) is applicable to the
receipt of the subsidiary’s property in
complete liquidation, then no gain or
loss shall be recognized to the sub-
sidiary upon the transfer of such prop-
erties even though some of the prop-
erties are transferred in satisfaction of
the subsidiary’s indebtedness to its
parent. However, any gain or loss real-
ized by the parent corporation on such
satisfaction of indebtedness, shall be
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recognized to the parent corporation at
the time of the liquidation. For exam-
ple, if the parent corporation pur-
chased its subsidiary’s bonds at a dis-
count and upon liquidation of the sub-
sidiary the parent corporation receives
payment for the face amount of such
bonds, gain shall be recognized to the
parent corporation. Such gain shall be
measured by the difference between the
cost or other basis of the bonds to the
parent and the amount received in pay-
ment of the bonds.

§ 1.334–1 Basis of property received in
liquidations.

(a) In general. Section 334 sets forth
rules prescribing the basis of property
received in a distribution in partial or
complete liquidation of a corporation.
The general rule of section 334 is set
forth in section 334(a) to the effect that
if property is received in a distribution
in partial or complete liquidation and
if gain or loss is recognized on the re-
ceipt of such property, then the basis
of the property in the hands of the dis-
tributee shall be the fair market value
of such property at the time of the dis-
tribution. Such general rule has no ap-
plication to a liquidation to which sec-
tion 332 or section 333 applies. See sec-
tion 334 (b) and (c).

(b) Transferor’s basis. Unless section
334(b)(2) and subsection (c) of this sec-
tion apply, property received by a par-
ent corporation in a complete liquida-
tion to which section 332 is applicable
shall, under section 334(b)(1), have the
same basis in the hands of the parent
as its adjusted basis in the hands of the
subsidiary. The rule stated above is ap-
plicable even though the subsidiary
was indebted to the parent on the date
the plan of liquidation was adopted and
part of such property was received in
satisfaction of such indebtedness in a
transfer to which section 332(c) is ap-
plicable.

[T.D. 7231, 37 FR 28287, Dec. 22, 1972, as
amended at T.D. 8474, 58 FR 25557, Apr. 27,
1993]

EFFECTS ON CORPORATION

§ 1.337(d)–1 Transitional loss limita-
tion rule.

(a) Loss limitation rule for transitional
subsidiary—(1) General rule. No deduc-

tion is allowed for any loss recognized
by a member of a consolidated group
with respect to the disposition of stock
of a transitional subsidiary.

(2) Allowable loss—(i) In general. Para-
graph (a)(1) of this section does not
apply to the extent the taxpayer estab-
lishes that the loss is not attributable
to the recognition of built-in gain by
any transitional subsidiary on the dis-
position of an asset (including stock
and securities) after January 6, 1987.

(ii) Statement of allowable loss. Para-
graph (a)(2)(i) of this section applies
only if a separate statement entitled
‘‘Allowable Loss Under § 1.337(d)–1(a)’’
is filed with the taxpayer’s return for
the year of the stock disposition. If the
separate statement is required to be
filed with a return the due date (in-
cluding extensions) of which is before
January 16, 1991, or with a return due
(including extensions) after January 15,
1991 but filed before that date, the
statement may be filed with an amend-
ed return for the year of the disposi-
tion or with the taxpayer’s first subse-
quent return the due date (including
extensions) of which is after January
15, 1991.

(iii) Contents of statement. The state-
ment required under paragraph
(a)(2)(ii) of this section must contain—

(A) The name and employer identi-
fication number (E.I.N.) of the transi-
tional subsidiary.

(B) The basis of the stock of the tran-
sitional subsidiary immediately before
the disposition.

(C) The amount realized on the dis-
position.

(D) The amount of the deduction not
disallowed under paragraph (a)(1) of
this section by reason of this para-
graph (a)(2).

(E) The amount of loss disallowed
under paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

(3) Coordination with loss deferral and
other disallowance rules. (i) For purposes
of this section, the rules of § 1.1502–
20(a)(3) apply, with appropriate adjust-
ments to reflect differences between
the approach of this section and that of
§ 1.1502–20.

(ii) Other loss deferral rules. If para-
graph (a)(1) of this section applies to a
loss subject to deferral or disallowance
under any other provision of the Code
or the regulations, the other provision
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