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the allocation within a priority cat-
egory on the basis of the subclasses es-
tablished by the plan increases or de-
creases the cumulative amount of as-
sets that otherwise would be allocated
to guaranteed benefits, the assets so
shifted shall be reallocated to other
participants’ benefits within the pri-
ority category in accordance with the
subclasses.

(c) Exception for subclasses in effect on
September 2, 1974. A plan administrator
may allocate assets to subclasses with-
in any priority category, other than
priority categories 1 and 2, without re-
gard to the limitation in paragraph (b)
of this section if, on September 2, 1974,
the plan provided for allocation of plan
assets upon termination of the plan
based on a participant’s longer service,
older age, or disability, or any com-
bination thereof, and—

(1) Such provisions are still in effect;
or

(2) The plan, if subsequently amended
to modify or remove those subclasses,
is re-amended to re-establish the same
subclasses on or before July 28, 1981.

(d) Discrimination under Code. Not-
withstanding the provisions of para-
graphs (a) through (c) of this section,
allocation of assets to subclasses estab-
lished under this section is permitted
only to the extent that the allocation
does not result in discrimination pro-
hibited under the Code and regulations
thereunder.

ALLOCATION OF RESIDUAL ASSETS

§ 4044.30 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Valuation of Benefits
and Assets

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 4044.41 General valuation rules.
(a) Valuation of benefits—(1) Trusteed

plans. The plan administrator of a plan
that has been or will be placed into
trusteeship by the PBGC shall value
plan benefits in accordance with
§§ 4044.51 through 4044.57.

(2) Non-trusteed plans. The plan ad-
ministrator of a non-trusteed plan
shall value plan benefits in accordance
with §§ 4044.71 through 4044.75. If a plan
with respect to which PBGC has issued

a Notice of Sufficiency is unable to sat-
isfy all benefits assigned to priority
categories 1 through 4 on the distribu-
tion date, the PBGC will place it into
trusteeship and the plan administrator
shall re-value the benefits in accord-
ance with §§ 4044.51 through 4044.57. (See
Note at beginning of part 4044.)

(b) Valuation of assets. Plan assets
shall be valued at their fair market
value, based on the method of valu-
ation that most accurately reflects
such fair market value.

TRUSTEED PLANS

§ 4044.51 Benefits to be valued.

(a) Form of benefit. The plan adminis-
trator shall determine the form of each
benefit to be valued in accordance with
the following rules:

(1) If a benefit is in pay status as of
the valuation date, the plan adminis-
trator shall value the form of the ben-
efit being paid.

(2) If a benefit is not in pay status as
of the valuation date but a valid elec-
tion with respect to the form of benefit
has been made on or before the valu-
ation date, the plan administrator
shall value the form of benefit so elect-
ed.

(3) If a benefit is not in pay status as
of the valuation date and no valid elec-
tion with respect to the form of benefit
has been made on or before the valu-
ation date, the plan administrator
shall value the form of benefit that,
under the terms of the plan, is payable
in the absence of a valid election.

(b) Timing of benefit. The plan admin-
istrator shall value benefits whose
starting date is subject to election
using the assumption specified in para-
graph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this section.

(1) Where election made. If a valid elec-
tion of the starting date of a benefit
has been made on or before the valu-
ation date, the plan administrator
shall assume that the starting date of
the benefit is the starting date so
elected.

(2) Where no election made. If no valid
election of the starting date of a ben-
efit has been made on or before the
valuation date, the plan administrator
shall assume that the starting date of
the benefit is the later of—
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(i) The expected retirement age, as
determined under §§ 4044.55 through
4044.57, of the participant with respect
to whom the benefit is payable, or

(ii) The valuation date.

§ 4044.52 Valuation of benefits.
The plan administrator shall value

all benefits as of the valuation date
by—

(a) Using the mortality assumptions
prescribed by § 4044.53 and the interest
assumptions prescribed in appendix B
to this part;

(b) Using interpolation methods,
where necessary, at least as accurate
as linear interpolation;

(c) Using valuation formulas that ac-
cord with generally accepted actuarial
principles and practices;

(d) Taking mortality into account
during the deferral period of a deferred
joint and survivor benefit only with re-
spect to the participant (or other prin-
cipal annuitant); and

(e) Adjusting the values to reflect
loading expenses in accordance with
appendix C to this part.

[65 FR 14753, Mar. 17, 2000]

§ 4044.53 Mortality assumptions.
(a) General rule. Subject to paragraph

(b) of this section (regarding certain
death benefits), the plan administrator
shall use the mortality factors pre-
scribed in paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of
this section to value benefits under
§ 4044.52.

(b) Certain death benefits. If an annu-
ity for one person is in pay status on
the valuation date, and if the payment
of a death benefit after the valuation
date to another person, who need not
be identifiable on the valuation date,
depends in whole or in part on the
death of the pay status annuitant, then
the plan administrator shall value the
death benefit using—

(1) The mortality rates that are ap-
plicable to the annuity in pay status
under this section to represent the
mortality of the pay status annuitant;
and

(2) The mortality rates applicable to
annuities not in pay status and to de-
ferred benefits other than annuities,
under paragraph (c) of this section, to
represent the mortality of the death
beneficiary.

(c) Mortality rates for healthy lives.
The mortality rates applicable to an-
nuities in pay status on the valuation
date that are not being received as dis-
ability benefits, to annuities not in pay
status on the valuation date, and to de-
ferred benefits other than annuities,
are—

(1) For male participants, the rates
in Table 1 of appendix A to this part,
and

(2) For female participants, the rates
in Table 1 of appendix A to this part,
set back 6 years.

(d) Mortality rates for disabled lives
(other than Social Security disability).
The mortality rates applicable to an-
nuities in pay status on the valuation
date that are being received as dis-
ability benefits and for which neither
eligibility for, nor receipt of, Social Se-
curity disability benefits is a pre-
requisite, are—

(1) For male participants, the rates
in Table 1 of appendix A to this part,
set forward 3 years, and

(2) For female participants, the rates
in Table 1 of appendix A to this part,
set back 3 years.

(e) Mortality rates for disabled lives
(Social Security disability). The mor-
tality rates applicable to annuities in
pay status on the valuation date that
are being received as disability benefits
and for which either eligibility for, or
receipt of, Social Security disability
benefits is a prerequisite, are the rates
in Tables 2–M and 2–F of appendix A to
this part.

[61 FR 34059, July 1, 1996, as amended at 65
FR 14753, Mar. 17, 2000]

§ 4044.54 [Reserved]

EXPECTED RETIREMENT AGE

§ 4044.55 XRA when a participant must
retire to receive a benefit.

(a) Applicability. Except as provided
in § 4044.57, the plan administrator
shall determine the XRA under this
section when plan provisions or estab-
lished plan practice require a partici-
pant to retire from his or her job to
begin receiving an early retirement
benefit.
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(b) Data needed. The plan adminis-
trator shall determine for each partici-
pant who is entitled to an early retire-
ment benefit—

(1) The amount of the participant’s
monthly benefit payable at unreduced
retirement age in the normal form pay-
able under the terms of the plan or in
the form validly elected by the partici-
pant before the termination date;

(2) The calendar year in which the
participant reaches unreduced retire-
ment age (‘‘URA’’);

(3) The participant’s URA; and
(4) The participant’s earliest retire-

ment age at the valuation date.
(c) Procedure. (1) The plan adminis-

trator shall determine whether a par-
ticipant is in the high, medium or low
retirement rate category using the ap-
plicable Selection of Retirement Rate
Category Table in appendix D, based on
the participant’s benefit determined
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section
and the year in which the participant
reaches URA.

(2) Based on the retirement rate cat-
egory determined under paragraph
(c)(1), the plan administrator shall de-
termine the XRA from Table II–A, II–B
or II–C, as appropriate, by using the
participant’s URA and earliest retire-
ment age at valuation date.

§ 4044.56 XRA when a participant need
not retire to receive a benefit.

(a) Applicability. Except as provided
in § 4044.57, the plan administrator
shall determine the XRA under this
section when plan provisions or estab-
lished plan practice do not require a
participant to retire from his or her job
to begin receiving his or her early re-
tirement benefit.

(b) Data needed. The plan adminis-
trator shall determine for each partici-
pant—

(1) The participant’s URA; and
(2) The participant’s earliest retire-

ment age at valuation date.
(c) Procedure. Participants in this

case are always assigned to the high re-
tirement rate category and therefore
the plan administrator shall use Table
II–C of appendix D to determine the
XRA. The plan administrator shall de-
termine the XRA from Table II–C by
using the participant’s URA and ear-

liest retirement age at termination
date.

§ 4044.57 Special rule for facility clos-
ing.

(a) Applicability. The plan adminis-
trator shall determine the XRA under
this section, rather than § 4044.55 or
§ 4044.56, when both the conditions set
forth in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of
this section exist.

(1) The facility at which the partici-
pant is or was employed permanently
closed within one year before the valu-
ation date, or is in the process of being
permanently closed on the valuation
date.

(2) The participant left employment
at the facility less than one year before
the valuation date or was still em-
ployed at the facility on the valuation
date.

(b) XRA. The XRA is equal to the ear-
liest retirement age at valuation date.

NON-TRUSTEED PLANS

§ 4044.71 Valuation of annuity bene-
fits.

The value of a benefit which is to be
paid as an annuity is the cost of pur-
chasing the annuity on the date of dis-
tribution from an insurer under the
qualifying bid.

§ 4044.72 Form of annuity to be valued.

(a) When both the participant and
beneficiary are alive on the date of dis-
tribution, the form of annuity to be
valued is—

(1) For a participant or beneficiary
already receiving a monthly benefit,
that form which is being received, or

(2) For a participant or beneficiary
not receiving a monthly benefit, the
normal annuity form payable under the
plan or the optional form for which the
participant has made a valid election
pursuant to § 2617.4(c) of this chapter.
(See Note at beginning of part 4044.)

(b) When the participant dies after
the date of plan termination but before
the date of distribution, the form of an-
nuity to be valued is determined under
paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this sec-
tion:

(1) For a participant who was enti-
tled to a deferred annuity—
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(i) If the form was a single or joint
life annuity, no benefit shall be valued;
or

(ii) If the participant had made a
valid election of a lump sum benefit be-
fore he or she died, the form to be val-
ued is the lump sum.

(2) For a participant who was eligible
for immediate retirement, and for a
participant who was in pay status at
the date of termination—

(i) If the form was a single life annu-
ity, no benefit shall be valued;

(ii) If the form was an annuity for a
period certain and life thereafter, the
form to be valued is an annuity for the
certain period;

(iii) If the form was a joint and sur-
vivor annuity, the form to be valued is
a single life annuity payable to the
beneficiary, unless the beneficiary has
also died, in which case no benefit shall
be valued;

(iv) If the form was an annuity for a
period certain and joint and survivor
thereafter, the form to be valued is an
annuity for the certain period and the
life of the beneficiary thereafter, un-
less the beneficiary has also died, in
which case the form to be valued is an
annuity for the certain period;

(v) If the form was a cash refund an-
nuity, the form to be valued is the re-
maining lump sum death benefit; or

(vi) If the participant had elected a
lump sum benefit before he or she died,
the form to be valued is the lump sum.

(c) When the participant is still liv-
ing and the named beneficiary or
spouse dies after the date of termi-
nation but before the date of distribu-
tion, the form of annuity to be valued
is determined under paragraph (c)(1) or
(c)(2) of this section:

(1) For a participant entitled to a de-
ferred annuity—

(i) If the form was a joint and sur-
vivor annuity, the form to be valued is
a single life annuity payable to the
participant; or

(ii) If the form was an annuity for a
period certain and joint and survivor
thereafter, the form to be valued is an
annuity for the certain period and the
life of the participant thereafter.

(2) For a participant eligible for im-
mediate retirement and for a partici-
pant in pay status at the date of termi-
nation—

(i) If the form was a joint and sur-
vivor annuity, the form to be valued is
a single life annuity payable to the
participant; or

(ii) If the form was an annuity for a
period certain and joint survivor there-
after annuity, the form to be valued is
an annuity for the certain period and
for the life of the participant there-
after.

§ 4044.73 Lump sums and other alter-
native forms of distribution in lieu
of annuities.

(a) Valuation. (1) The value of the
lump sum or other alternative form of
distribution is the present value of the
normal form of benefit provided by the
plan payable at normal retirement age,
determined as of the date of distribu-
tion using reasonable actuarial as-
sumptions as to interest and mortality.

(2) If the participant dies before the
date of distribution, but had elected a
lump sum benefit, the present value
shall be determined as if the partici-
pant were alive on the date of distribu-
tion.

(b) Actuarial assumptions. The plan
administrator shall specify the actu-
arial assumptions used to determine
the value calculated under paragraph
(a) of this section when the plan ad-
ministrator submits the benefit valu-
ation data to the PBGC pursuant to
§ 2617.12 of part 2617 of this chapter. The
same actuarial assumptions shall be
used for all such calculations. The
PBGC reserves the right to review the
actuarial assumptions used and to re-
value the benefits determined by the
plan administrator if the actuarial as-
sumptions are found to be unreason-
able.

(See Note at beginning of part 4044.)

§ 4044.74 Withdrawal of employee con-
tributions.

(a) If a participant has not started to
receive monthly benefit payments on
the date of distribution, the value of
the lump sum which returns manda-
tory employee contributions is equal to
the total amount of contributions
made by the participant, plus interest
that is payable to the participant
under the terms of the plan, plus inter-
est on that total amount from the date
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of termination to the date of distribu-
tion. The rate of interest credited on
employee contributions up to the date
of termination shall be the greater of
the interest rate provided under the
terms of the plan or the interest rate
required under section 204(c) of ERISA
or section 411(c) of the IRC.

(b) If a participant has started to re-
ceive monthly benefit payments on the
date of distribution, part of which are
attributable to his or her contribu-
tions, the value of the lump sum which
returns employee contributions is
equal to the excess of the amount de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion over the amount computed in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

(1) The amount of accumulated man-
datory employee contributions remain-
ing in the plan as of the date of termi-
nation plus interest from the date of
termination to the date of distribution.

(2) The excess of benefit payments
made from the plan between date of
plan termination and the date of dis-
tribution, over the amount of pay-
ments that would have been made if
the employee contributions had been
paid as a lump sum on the date of plan
termination, with interest accumu-
lated on the excess from the date of
payment to the date of distribution.

(c) Interest assumptions. The interest
rate used under this section to credit
interest between the date of termi-
nation to the date of distribution shall
be a reasonable rate and shall be the
same for both paragraphs (a) and (b).

§ 4044.75 Other lump sum benefits.

The value of a lump sum benefit
which is not covered under § 4044.73 or
§ 4044.74 is equal to—

(a) The value under the qualifying
bid, if an insurer provides the benefit;
or

(b) The present value of the benefit
as of the date of distribution, deter-
mined using reasonable actuarial as-
sumptions, if the benefit is to be dis-
tributed other than by the purchase of
the benefit from an insurer. The PBGC
reserves the right to review the actu-
arial assumptions as to reasonableness
and re-value the benefit if the actu-
arial assumptions are unreasonable.

(See Note at beginning of part 4044.)

APPENDIX A TO PART 4044—MORTALITY
RATE TABLES

The tables in this appendix set forth for
each age x the probability qX that an indi-
vidual aged x will not survive to attain age
x+1.

TABLE 1—MORTALITY TABLE FOR HEALTHY
MALE PARTICIPANTS

Age x qx

5 ............................................................................. 0.000342
6 ............................................................................. 0.000318
7 ............................................................................. 0.000302
8 ............................................................................. 0.000294
9 ............................................................................. 0.000292
10 ........................................................................... 0.000293
11 ........................................................................... 0.000298
12 ........................................................................... 0.000304
13 ........................................................................... 0.000310
14 ........................................................................... 0.000317
15 ........................................................................... 0.000325
16 ........................................................................... 0.000333
17 ........................................................................... 0.000343
18 ........................................................................... 0.000353
19 ........................................................................... 0.000365
20 ........................................................................... 0.000377
21 ........................................................................... 0.000392
22 ........................................................................... 0.000408
23 ........................................................................... 0.000424
24 ........................................................................... 0.000444
25 ........................................................................... 0.000464
26 ........................................................................... 0.000488
27 ........................................................................... 0.000513
28 ........................................................................... 0.000542
29 ........................................................................... 0.000572
30 ........................................................................... 0.000607
31 ........................................................................... 0.000645
32 ........................................................................... 0.000687
33 ........................................................................... 0.000734
34 ........................................................................... 0.000785
35 ........................................................................... 0.000860
36 ........................................................................... 0.000907
37 ........................................................................... 0.000966
38 ........................................................................... 0.001039
39 ........................................................................... 0.001128
40 ........................................................................... 0.001238
41 ........................................................................... 0.001370
42 ........................................................................... 0.001527
43 ........................................................................... 0.001715
44 ........................................................................... 0.001932
45 ........................................................................... 0.002183
46 ........................................................................... 0.002471
47 ........................................................................... 0.002790
48 ........................................................................... 0.003138
49 ........................................................................... 0.003513
50 ........................................................................... 0.003909
51 ........................................................................... 0.004324
52 ........................................................................... 0.004755
53 ........................................................................... 0.005200
54 ........................................................................... 0.005660
55 ........................................................................... 0.006131
56 ........................................................................... 0.006618
57 ........................................................................... 0.007139
58 ........................................................................... 0.007719
59 ........................................................................... 0.008384
60 ........................................................................... 0.009158
61 ........................................................................... 0.010064
62 ........................................................................... 0.011133
63 ........................................................................... 0.012391
64 ........................................................................... 0.013868
65 ........................................................................... 0.015592
66 ........................................................................... 0.017579
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