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All Americans stand to benefit from the success of our minority entre-
preneurs. With energy and determination, these hardworking men and
women create jobs, attract investment, bolster pride, and generate revenue
in communities across our Nation. People of different races, people of di-
verse ethnic backgrounds, people with disabilities—all have skills, new
ideas, and fresh perspectives to bring to the marketplace. Minority entre-
preneurs have unique contributions to make to our economy and the talent
and imagination to produce goods and services that meet the needs of their
fellow Americans and of consumers around the world.

The unprecedented strength of America’s free enterprise system dem-
onstrates that when people have access to the tools and opportunities they
need, there is no limit to what they can achieve. During Minority Enter-
prise Development Week, let us reaffirm our national commitment to equal-
ity in the economic as well as the civic life of our Nation by providing mi-
nority entrepreneurs around the country with an equal opportunity to use
their abilities, creativity, and motivation to move our Nation forward. By
doing so, we will help preserve America’s leadership in the global econ-
omy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 24
through September 30, 2000, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I
call on all Americans to join together with minority entrepreneurs across
the country in appropriate observances.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7334 of August 26, 2000

Women’s Equality Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In March of 1776, 4 months before the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, Abigail Adams sent a letter to her husband John in Philadelphia,
where he was participating in the Second Continental Congress. ‘‘...[I]n the
new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make,’’
she wrote, ‘‘I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more gen-
erous and favourable to them than your ancestors.’’ Almost a century and
a half would pass before her desire was realized with the ratification of the
19th Amendment to the Constitution, guaranteeing women’s suffrage.

The road to civic, economic, and social equality for women in our Nation
has been long and arduous, marked by frustrations and setbacks, yet in-
spired by the courageous actions of many heroic Americans, women and
men alike. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth,
Lucretia Mott, Frederick Douglass, Lucy Stone—these and so many others
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refused to remain silent in the face of injustice. Speaking out at rallies, cir-
culating pamphlets and petitions, lobbying State legislatures, risking public
humiliation and even incarceration, suffragists slowly changed the minds
of their fellow Americans and the laws of our Nation.

Thanks to their efforts, by the mid-19th century some States recognized the
right of women to own property and to sign contracts independent of their
spouses. In 1890, Wyoming became the first State to recognize a woman’s
right to vote. Thirty years later, the 19th Amendment made women’s suf-
frage the law of the land. But it would take another 40 years to pass the
Equal Pay Act of 1963, which promised women the same salary for per-
forming the same jobs as men, and the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which out-
lawed employment discrimination based on gender. Another 8 years would
pass before Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 assured Amer-
ican women equal opportunity in education and sports programs.

However, the promise of true equality has yet to be realized. Despite his-
toric changes in laws and attitudes, a significant wage gap between men
and women persists, in traditional sectors as well as in emerging fields,
such as information technology. While employment of computer scientists,
programmers, and operators has increased at a breathtaking rate—by 80
percent since 1983—fewer than one in three of these high-wage jobs is
filled by a woman. A recent report by the Council of Economic Advisers
noted that, even after allowing for differences in education, age, and occu-
pation, the wage gap between men and women in high-technology profes-
sions is still approximately 12 percent—a gap similar to that estimated in
the labor market at large—and that, in both the old economy and the new,
the gap is even wider for women of color.

To combat unfair pay practices and to close the wage gap between men and
women once and for all, I have called on the Congress to support my Ad-
ministration’s Equal Pay Initiative and to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act.
And in May of this year, I announced the creation of a new Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) Equal Pay Task Force to empower
EEOC field staff with the legal, technical, and investigatory support they
need to pursue charges of pay discrimination and to take appropriate action
whenever such discrimination occurs. I have also proposed in my fiscal
2001 budget an initiative under which the National Science Foundation
will provide $20 million in grants to postsecondary institutions and other
organizations to promote the full participation of women in the science and
technology fields.

Today, a new century lies before us, offering us a fresh opportunity to
make real the promise that Abigail Adams dreamed of more than two cen-
turies ago. As we celebrate Women’s Equality Day and the 80th anniversary
of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, let us keep faith with our moth-
ers, wives, sisters, and daughters by removing any lingering barriers in
their path to true equality.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2000,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the citizens of our great Nation to
observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7335 of August 27, 2000

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
(the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), the President is authorized to
designate countries as beneficiary developing countries for purposes of the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).

2. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the 1974 Act, and having due regard
for the eligibility criteria set forth therein, I have determined that it is ap-
propriate to designate Nigeria as a beneficiary developing country for pur-
poses of the GSP.

3. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS)
the substance of the relevant provisions of that Act, and of other acts affect-
ing import treatment, and actions thereunder, including the removal, modi-
fication, continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import re-
striction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States of America, including but not lim-
ited to title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to reflect in the HTS the addition of Nigeria as a beneficiary
country under the GSP, general note 4(a) to the HTS is modified by adding
‘‘Nigeria’’ to the list of independent countries, effective with respect to arti-
cles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the date of signature of this proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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