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events in modern history. Steadfast in her commitment to America, democ-
racy, and a world that honored human rights, she told Americans across
the Nation, ‘‘We are on trial to show what democracy means.’’ Through the
Great Depression, two world wars, the Holocaust, the creation of the United
Nations, the Cold War, and the civil rights movement, her singular integrity
and clear moral vision helped forge a better life for people around the
world.

Eleanor Roosevelt was our longest-serving First Lady, and her dedicated ef-
forts as a political leader, humanitarian, social activist, and journalist have
made her an icon to millions. During the 12 years of Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s Administration, she traveled tirelessly around the country, listen-
ing to the American people’s problems, concerns, joys, and fears. She saw
firsthand the ravages that poverty, greed, ignorance, and bigotry wreaked
on the lives of ordinary Americans. She advocated strongly for our Nation’s
disadvantaged—urging an end to child labor, pushing for the establishment
of a minimum wage, speaking out for workers’ rights, confronting racial
discrimination in New Deal programs, and encouraging greater power and
independence for women in the workplace.

But perhaps her greatest achievement would come in the years after her
husband’s death. A delegate to the General Assembly of the newly created
United Nations from 1945 to 1951, Eleanor Roosevelt was elected Chair-
person of the U.N.’s Human Rights Commission in 1946. She played a piv-
otal role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and its
final language vividly reflects her humanitarian ideals and uncompro-
mising commitment to the inherent worth of every human being. The first
article of the Declaration, ‘‘All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights,’’ set the standard by which all future human rights char-
ters would be judged.

Whether working for the United Nations, the NAACP, the Girl Scouts, the
Presidential Commission on the Status of Women, or the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews, Eleanor Roosevelt devoted her boundless
energy to creating a world defined by respect for and dedication to demo-
cratic values. She was a woman ahead of her time, and her achievements
transcend her generation. As we seek to chart a steady course for America,
democracy, and human rights in this new century, we need only look to
her values, character, and accomplishments to provide us with an unfailing
moral compass.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2000,
the anniversary of her birthday, as Eleanor Roosevelt Day. I call upon gov-
ernment officials, educators, labor leaders, employers, diplomats, human
rights activists, and citizens of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 7361 of October 10, 2000

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year on October 11, we solemnly pause to honor the life and achieve-
ments of Casimir Pulaski, a true hero whose devotion to liberty has in-
spired the gratitude of the American people for more than 200 years.

Born to wealth and privilege in Poland, Pulaski sacrificed both by joining
his father and brothers in the fight against tyranny and foreign oppression
in his beloved homeland. His battlefield exploits earned him a leading po-
sition among Polish patriotic forces as well as renown and admiration
throughout Europe. After years of braving insurmountable odds, however,
Pulaski and his fellow freedom fighters were overwhelmed by enemy
forces. Undaunted, he continued to battle for Poland’s freedom while in
exile in Turkey and France.

Impressed by Pulaski’s military record and reverence for freedom, Ben-
jamin Franklin wrote from his post in Paris to George Washington and suc-
ceeded in helping Pulaski secure a commission in the Continental Army.
As a result of Pulaski’s brave and able conduct at the battle of Brandywine
Creek in 1777, the Continental Congress granted him a Brigadier General
commission and the command of all Continental Army cavalry forces. For
the next 2 years, General Pulaski contributed much to the American cause
in the Revolutionary War through his battlefield expertise, mastery of cav-
alry tactics, and extraordinary courage. On October 9, 1779, Pulaski was
gravely wounded at the siege of Savannah while leading patriot forces
against fire from enemy batteries. He died 2 days later, far from his beloved
homeland and mourned by the brave Americans whose cause he had made
his own.

Today, as both the United States and Poland enjoy freedom and growing
prosperity and look forward to a bright future as friends and NATO allies,
we remember with profound appreciation Casimir Pulaski’s resolve and
sacrifice and the generations of Poles and Americans like him who val-
iantly fought to secure the peace and liberty we enjoy today.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, Octo-
ber 11, 2000, as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans
to commemorate this occasion with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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