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Proclamations Proc. 7375

Proclamation 7375 of November 10, 2000

Veterans Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On this day, in ceremonies across our Nation and around the world, Ameri-
cans gather to pay tribute to our veterans. In community centers and
church halls, at VFW posts and U.S. embassies, in quiet cemeteries and on
battlefields fallen silent, we pause to honor the brave men and women of
our Armed Forces whose devotion to duty and willingness to serve have
sustained our country for more than two centuries.

Over the course of our history, some 41 million Americans have served—
and more than a million have died—so that we might live in freedom. We
are the beneficiaries of their courage, their sacrifice, and their vigilance;
and so are countless freedom-loving people around the world.

In the past century alone, through two world wars and the long, tense
struggle of the Cold War; on the front lines in Korea, Vietnam, Beirut, Gre-
nada, Panama, Somalia, Haiti, the Persian Gulf, and the Balkans, our brave
men and women in uniform have risked their lives to protect U.S. interests,
assist our allies, promote peace, and advance our ideals. Thanks to their
extraordinary record of service, more people now live under democratic
rule than at any other time in history. And today, America is a stronger
Nation in a more secure world because of our veterans.

President Kennedy once said, ‘‘Democracy is never a final achievement. It
is a call to untiring effort, to continual sacrifice and to the willingness, if
necessary, to die in its defense.’’ Today we give thanks to the veterans of
our Armed Forces for showing that willingness. Whether serving on bases
and in ports at home or deployed across the globe, they have endured hard-
ship and danger to protect our Nation and assist our allies. The story of
America has been written, in large part, by the deeds of our veterans—
deeds that bind us to our past, inspire us in the present, and strengthen
us to meet the challenges of the future.

In honor of those who have served in our Armed Forces, the Congress has
provided (5 U.S.C. 6103 (a)) that November 11 of each year shall be set
aside as a legal public holiday to honor America’s veterans. On Veterans
Day, we pay tribute to all those who have served in our Armed Forces, and
we remember with deep respect those who paid the ultimate price for our
freedom. America’s veterans have answered the highest calling of citizen-
ship, and they continue to inspire us with the depth of their patriotism and
the generosity of their service.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 11, 2000, as
Veterans Day. I urge all Americans to acknowledge the courage and sac-
rifice of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private
prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of
the United States and to encourage and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of wor-
ship, schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this national
observance with suitable commemorative expressions and programs.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7376 of November 13, 2000

International Education Week, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today we live in a global community, where all countries must work as
partners to promote peace and prosperity and to resolve international prob-
lems. One of the surest ways to develop and strengthen such partnerships
is through international education programs.

These programs enable students to learn other languages, experience other
cultures, develop a broader understanding of global issues, and make last-
ing friendships with their peers in other countries who will one day guide
the political, cultural, and economic development of their nations. Some of
America’s staunchest friends abroad are those who have experienced our
country firsthand as exchange students or who have been exposed to Amer-
ican values through contact with American students and scholars studying
overseas.

Since World War II, the Federal Government has worked in partnership
with colleges, universities, and other educational organizations to sponsor
programs that help our citizens gain the international experience and skills
needed to meet the challenges of an increasingly interdependent world. At
the same time, American educational institutions have developed study
programs that attract students from all over the world to further their edu-
cation in the United States.

One of the largest and most renowned of these international education ini-
tiatives is the Fulbright Program, which was founded by Senator J. William
Fulbright more than half a century ago. Since its inception, the program
has provided nearly a quarter of a million participants from the United
States and 140 other nations—participants chosen for their academic and
professional qualifications and leadership potential—with the opportunity
to study and teach abroad and to gain knowledge of global political, eco-
nomic, and cultural institutions. As Senator Fulbright envisioned, this pro-
gram has proved to be a vital and positive force for peace and under-
standing around the world.

To build on this tradition of excellence in international education, I signed
a memorandum in April of this year directing the heads of Executive de-
partments and agencies to work with educational institutions, State and
local governments, private organizations, and the business community to
develop a coordinated national policy on international education. We must
reaffirm our national commitment to encouraging students from other
countries to study in the United States, promote study abroad by U.S. stu-
dents, and support the exchange of teachers, scholars, and citizens at all
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