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PART 401—STATE WATER RESEARCH
INSTITUTE PROGRAM

Subpart A—General

Sec.
401.1 Purpose.
401.2 Delegation of authority.
401.3 Definitions.
401.4 Information collection.
401.5 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Designation of Institutes;
Institute Programs

401.6 Designation of institutes.
401.7 Programs of institutes.
401.8–401.10 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Application and Management
Procedures

401.11 Applications for grants.
401.12 Program management.
401.13–401.18 [Reserved]

Subpart D—Reporting

401.19 Reporting procedures.
401.20–401.25 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Evaluation

401.26 Evaluation of institutes.

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 10303.

SOURCE: 50 FR 23114, May 31, 1985, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 401.1 Purpose.
The regulations in this part are

issued pursuant to title I of the Water
Research Act of 1984 (Pub. L. 98–242, 98
Stat. 97) which authorizes appropria-
tions to, and confers authority upon,
the Secretary of the Interior to pro-
mote a national program of water-re-
sources research.

§ 401.2 Delegation of authority.
The State Water Research Institute

Program, as authorized by section 104
of the Act, has been established as a
component of the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey (USGS). Secretary of the Interior
has delegated to the Director of the
USGS authority to take the actions
and make the determinations that,
under the Act, are the responsibility of
the Secretary.

§ 401.3 Definitions.

Act means the Water Resources Re-
search Act of 1984 (Pub. L. 98–242, 98
Stat. 97).

Fiscal year means a 12-month period
ending on September 30.

Director means the Director of the
USGS or a designee.

Grant means the funds made avail-
able to an institute in a particular fis-
cal year pursuant to section 104 of the
Act and the regulations in this chap-
ter.

Grantee means the college or univer-
sity at which an institute is estab-
lished.

Granting agency means the USGS.
Institute means a water resources re-

search institute, center, or equivalent
agency established in accordance with
Title I of the Act.

Region means any grouping of two or
more institutes mutually chosen by
themselves to reflect a commonality of
water-resources problems.

Scientists means individuals engaged
in any professional discipline, includ-
ing the life, physical or social sciences,
and engineers.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
Interior or a designee.

State means each of the 50 States, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Mariana Islands, and
the Federated States of Micronesia.

[50 FR 23114, May 31, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

§ 401.4 Information collection.

(a) The information collection re-
quirements contained in sections 401.11
and 401.19 have been approved by the
Office of Management and Budget
under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and as-
signed clearance number 1028–0044. The
information will be used to support
water related research and provide per-
formance reports on accomplishments
achieved under Pub. L. 98–242, 98 Stat.
97 (42 U.S.C. 10303). This information
allows the agency to determine compli-
ance with the objectives and criteria of
the grant programs. Response is man-
datory in accordance with 30 CFR 401.11
and 401.19.
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(b) Public reporting burden for the
collection of information is estimated
to average 84 hours per response, in-
cluding the time for reviewing instruc-
tions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden esti-
mate, or any other suggestions for re-
ducing the burden, to Paperwork Man-
agement Officer, U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, Paperwork Management Section
MS 208, Reston, Virginia 22092 and the
Office of Management and Budget, Pa-
perwork Reduction Project (1028–0044),
Washington, DC 20503.

[58 FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

§ 401.5 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Designation of
Institutes; Institute Programs

§ 401.6 Designation of institutes.
(a) As a condition of recognition as

an established institute under the pro-
visions of this chapter, each institute
shall provide to the Director written
evidence that it conforms to the re-
quirements of subsection 104(a) of the
Act, in that:

(1) The institute is established at the
college or university in the State that
was established in accordance with the
Act of July 21, 1862 (12 Stat. 503; 7
U.S.C. 301ff), i.e., a ‘‘land-grant’’ insti-
tution, or;

(2) If established at some other insti-
tution, the institute is at a college or
university that has been designated by
act of the legislature for the purposes
of the Act, or;

(3) If there is more than one ‘‘land-
grant’’ institution in the State, and no
designation has been made according
to paragraph (a)(2) of this section, the
institute has been established at the
one such institution designated by the
Governor of the State to participate in
the program, or;

(4) The institute has been designated
as an interstate or regional institute
by two or more cooperating States as
provided in the Act.

(b) The certification of designation
made pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
section shall originate following the
issuance of these regulations, be signed

by the highest ranking officer of the
college or university at which the in-
stitute is established and be submitted
to the Director within 90 days of the ef-
fective date of these regulations. It
shall be accompanied either by the evi-
dence of establishment under the provi-
sions of 30 CFR part 401 or by new evi-
dence of establishment made pursuant
to these regulations.

(c) Any institute not previously es-
tablished under the provisions of the
Water Resources Act of 1964 (Pub. L.
88–379, 78 Stat. 331) or the Water Re-
search and Development Act of 1978
(Pub. L. 95–467, 92 Stat. 1305) shall also,
in addition to the annual program ap-
plication specified in § 401.11 of this
chapter, submit to the Director the fol-
lowing information:

(1) Evidence of the appointment by
the governing authority of the college
or university of an officer to receive
and account for all funds paid under
the provisions of the Act and to make
annual reports to the granting agency
on work accomplished; and

(2) A management plan for meeting
the requirements of the evaluation
mandated by § 401.26.

[50 FR 23114, May 31, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

§ 401.7 Programs of institutes.
(a) Release of grant funds to partici-

pating institutes is conditioned on the
ability of each receiving institute to
plan, conduct, or otherwise arrange for:

(1) Competent research, investiga-
tions, and experiments of either a basic
or practical nature, or both, in relation
to water resources;

(2) Promotion of the dissemination
and application of the results of these
efforts; and

(3) Assistance in the training of sci-
entists in relevant fields of endeavor to
water resources through the research,
investigations, and experiments.

(b) Such research, investigations, ex-
periments and training may include:

(1) Aspects of the hydrologic cycle;
(2) Supply and demand;
(3) Demineralization of saline and

other impaired waters;
(4) Conservation and best use of

available supplies of water and meth-
ods of increasing such supplies;

(5) Water reuse;
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(6) Depletion and degradation of
ground-water supplies;

(7) Improvements in the productivity
of water when used for agricultural,
municipal, and commercial purposes;

(8) The economic, legal, engineering,
social, recreational, biological, geo-
graphical, ecological, or other aspects
of water problems;

(9) Scientific information dissemina-
tion activities, including identifying,
assembling, and interpreting the re-
sults of scientific research on water re-
sources problems, and ;

(10) Providing means for improved
communication of research results,
having due regard for the varying con-
ditions and needs of the respective
States and regions.

(c) An institute shall cooperate close-
ly with other colleges and universities
in the State that have demonstrated
capabilities for research, information
dissemination and graduate training in
the development of its program. For
purposes of financial management, re-
porting and other research program
management and administration ac-
tivities, the institutes shall be respon-
sible for performance of the activities
of other participating institutions.

(d) Each institute shall cooperate
closely with other institutes and other
research organizations in the region to
increase the effectiveness of the insti-
tutes, to coordinate their activities,
and to avoid undue duplication of ef-
fort.

§§ 401.8–401.10 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Application and
Management Procedures

§ 401.11 Applications for grants.
(a) Subject to the availability of ap-

propriated funds, but not to exceed a
total of $10 million, an equal amount of
dollars will be available to each quali-
fied institute in each fiscal year to as-
sist it in carrying out the purposes of
the Act. If the full amount of the ap-
propriated funds is not obligated by the
close of the fiscal year for which they
were appropriated, the remaining funds
shall be made available in the suc-
ceeding fiscal year to support competi-
tively selected research projects under
the terms of section 104(g) of the Act.

Selection and approval of such projects
shall be based on criteria to be deter-
mined by the Director. Announcement
of such criteria shall be made by notice
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The granting
agency may retain an amount up to 15
percent of the total appropriation for
administrative costs.

(b) The granting agency will annu-
ally make available to qualified insti-
tutes instructions for the submittal of
applications for grants. The instruc-
tions will include information perti-
nent only to a single fiscal year, such
as the closing date for applications and
the amount of funds initially available
to each institute. They also will in-
clude notification of the provisions and
assurances necessary to ensure that ad-
ministration of the grant will be con-
ducted in compliance with this chapter
and other Federal laws and regulations
applicable to grants to institutions of
higher learning.

(c) In making its application for
funds to which it is entitled under the
Act, each institute shall use and follow
the standard form for Federal assist-
ance (SF 424, Federal Assistance). No
preapplication is required. The insti-
tute shall include in section IV of
Standard Form 424 evidence that its
application was:

(1) Developed in close consultation
and collaboration with senior per-
sonnel of the State’s department of
water resources or similar agencies,
other leading water resources officials
within the State, and interested mem-
bers of the public;

(2) Coordinated with other institutes
in the region for the purposes of avoid-
ing duplication of effort and encour-
aging regional cooperation in research
areas of water management, develop-
ment, and conservation that have a re-
gional or national character; and

(3) Reviewed for technical merit of
its research components by qualified
scientists.

(d) Each application shall further in-
clude:

(1) A financial plan relating expendi-
tures to scheduled activity and rate of
effort to be expended and indicating
the times at which there will be need
for specified amounts of Federal funds;
and
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(2) A description of the institute’s ar-
rangements for development, adminis-
tration, and technical oversight of the
research program.

(e) Each annual program application
is to include separately identifiable
proposals for conduct of research to
meet the needs of the State and region.
Such proposals must set forth for each
project:

(1) The nature, scope and objectives
of the project to be undertaken;

(2) Its importance to the State, re-
gion, or Nation; its relation to other
known research projects already com-
pleted or in progress; and the antici-
pated applicability of the research re-
sults;

(3) The period during which it will be
pursued;

(4) The names and qualifications of
the senior professional personnel who
will direct and conduct the project;

(5) Its estimated costs, with a break-
down of the costs per year; and

(6) The extent of which it will provide
opportunity for the training of sci-
entists.

(f) Each program application shall
contain a plan for disseminating infor-
mation on the results of research and
promoting their application. Plans
which require the use of grant funds
shall contain:

(1) Definition of the topics for dis-
semination;

(2) Identification of the target audi-
ences for dissemination;

(3) Strategies for accomplishing the
dissemination;

(4) Duties and qualifications of the
personnel to be involved;

(5) Estimated costs of each identifi-
able element of the plan; and

(6) Identification of cooperating enti-
ties.

(g) The application shall provide as-
surance that non-Federal dollars will
be available to share the costs of the
proposed program. The Federal funds
are to be matched on a basis of no less
than two non-Federal dollars for each
Federal dollar, unless this matching re-
quirement has been waived.

(h) The granting agency will evaluate
the proposals for consistency with the
provisions of its instructions and this
chapter and within no more than 90

days request any revisions and addi-
tions necessary for such consistency.

[50 FR 23114, May 31, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

§ 401.12 Program management.

(a) Upon approval of each fiscal
year’s proposed program, the granting
agency will transmit to the grantee an
award which will incorporate the appli-
cation and assurances.

(b) The grant is effective and con-
stitutes an obligation of Federal funds
in the amount and for the purpose stat-
ed in the award document at the time
of the Director’s signature.

(c)(1) Acceptance of the award docu-
ment certifies the grantee’s assurance
that the grant will be administered in
compliance with OMB regulations,
policies, guidelines, and requirements
as described in:

(i) Circular No. A–21, revised, Cost
Principles of Educational Institutions;

(ii) Memorandum No. M–92–01, Co-
ordination of Water Resources Infor-
mation;

(iii) Circular No. A–88, revised, Indi-
rect Cost Rates, Audit and Audit Fol-
low-up at Educational Institutions;

(iv) Circular No. A–110, Uniform Ad-
ministrative Requirements for Grants
and Agreements with Institutions of
Higher Education, Hospitals and other
Nonprofit Organizations; and

(v) Circular No. A–124, Patents—
Small Business Firms and Nonprofit
Organizations.

(2) Copies of the documents listed in
paragraph (c)(1) of this section shall be
available from the granting agency.

[50 FR 23114, May 31, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

§§ 401.13–401.18 [Reserved]

Subpart D—Reporting

§ 401.19 Reporting procedures.

(a) The institutes are encouraged to
publish, as technical reports or in the
professional literature, the findings,
results, and conclusions relating to
separately identifiable research
projects undertaken pursuant to the
Act.
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(b) Each institute shall submit to the
granting agency, by a date to be speci-
fied in the award document, an annual
program report which provides:

(1) A statement concerning the rela-
tionship of the institute’s program to
the water problems and issues of the
State;

(2) A synopsis of the objectives,
methods, and conclusions of each
project completed within the period
covered;

(3) A progress report on each project
continuing into the subsequent fiscal
year;

(4) Citations of all reports, papers,
publications or other communicable
products resulting from each project
completed or in progress;

(5) A description of all activities un-
dertaken for the purpose of promoting
the application of research results;

(6) A description of cooperative ar-
rangements with other educational in-
stitutions, State agencies, and others.

(c) One manuscript of reproducible
quality and two copies of the annual
program report shall be furnished to
the granting agency. One copy of a
complete report on the objectives,
methods, and conclusions of each re-
search project shall be maintained by
the institute and open to inspection.

(d) Appropriate acknowledgment
shall be given by institutes to the
granting agency’s participation in fi-
nancing activities carried out under
provisions of the Act. Such acknowl-
edgment shall be included in all re-
ports, publications, news releases, and
other information media developed by
institutes and others to publicize, de-
scribe, or report upon accomplishments
and activities of the program.

(e) An original and two copies of the
final ‘‘Financial Status Report,’’ SF
269, shall be furnished to the granting
agency within 90 days of completion of
the grant period.

§§ 401.20–401.25 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Evaluation

§ 401.26 Evaluation of institutes.
(a) Within 2 years of the date of its

certification according to the provi-
sions of § 401.6, each institute will be
evaluated for the purpose of deter-

mining whether the national interest
warrants its continued support under
the provisions of the Act. That deter-
mination shall be based on:

(1) The quality and relevance of its
water resources research as funded
under the Act;

(2) Its effectiveness as an institution
for planning, conducting, or arranging
for research;

(3) Its demonstrated performance in
making research results available to
users in the State and elsewhere; and

(4) Its demonstrated record in pro-
viding for the training of scientists
through student involvement in its re-
search program.

(b) An evaluation team, selected by
the granting agency on the basis of the
members’ knowledge of water research
and administration, shall evaluate
each institute, and may with the con-
currence of the granting agency, visit
such institutes as it considers nec-
essary. The team is to include at least
one individual from each of the fol-
lowing categories:

(1) Employees of the Department of
the Interior;

(2) University faculty or other profes-
sionals with relevant experience in the
conduct of water resources research;

(3) Former directors of water re-
search institutes; and

(4) University faculty or other profes-
sionals with relevant experience in in-
formation transfer.

(c) The granting agency may request
recommendations for team selections
from the National Research Council/
National Academy of Sciences and
from other organizations whose mem-
bers include the types of individuals
cited in paragraph (b) of this section.

(d) The granting agency shall, as an
administrative cost, provide the funds
for travel and per diem expense of the
team members, within the maximum
limits allowable under Federal travel
regulations (41 CFR subtitle F).

(e) The granting agency has the right
to select dates for evaluation visits,
and notice of the team’s visit shall be
provided to the institute being evalu-
ated at least 60 days in advance.

(f) It shall be the responsibility of
each institute to provide such docu-
mentation of its activities and accom-
plishments as the granting agency and
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evaluation team may reasonably re-
quest. The request for this documenta-
tion shall be made at least 60 days
prior to the due date of its receipt.

(g) The team shall, within 90 days
after completion of its evaluation, sub-
mit a written report of its findings to
the granting agency for transmittal to
the institute. If an institute is found to
have deficiencies in meeting the objec-
tives of the Act, it shall be allowed 1
year to correct them and to report
such action to the granting agency.
The decision as to the institute’s eligi-
bility to receive further funding will
rest with the granting agency.

(h) After the initial evaluation, each
institute shall be reevaluated at least
every 5 years.

[58 FR 27204, May 7, 1993]

PART 402—WATER-RESOURCES RE-
SEARCH PROGRAM AND THE
WATER-RESOURCES TECH-
NOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PRO-
GRAM

Subpart A—General

Sec.
402.1 Purpose.
402.2 Delegation of authority.
402.3 Definitions.
402.4 Information collection.
402.5 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Description of Water-Resources
Programs

402.6 Water-Resources Research Program.
402.7 Water-Resources Technology Develop-

ment Program.
402.8—402.9 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Application, Evaluation, and
Management Procedures

402.10 Research–project applications.
402.11 Technology-development project ap-

plications.
402.12 Evaluation of applications for grants

and contracts.
402.13 Program management.
402.14 [Reserved]

Subpart D—Reporting

402.15 Reporting procedures.

SOURCE: 51 FR 20963, June 10, 1986, unless
otherwise noted.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 105 and 106, Pub. L. 98–
242, 98 Stat. 97 (42 U.S.C. 10304 and 10305).

Subpart A—General
§ 402.1 Purpose.

The regulations in this part are
issued pursuant to title I of the Water
Resources Research Act of 1984 (Pub. L.
98–242, 98 Stat. 97), which authorizes ap-
propriations to, and confers authority
upon, the Secretary of the Interior to
promote national programs of water-
resources research and technology de-
velopment.

§ 402.2 Delegation of authority.
The Water-Resources Research Pro-

gram and the Water-Resources Tech-
nology Development Program, as au-
thorized by sections 105 and 106 of the
Act (42 U.S.C. 10304 and 10305), have
been established as components of the
USGS. The Secretary of the Interior
has delegated to the Director of the
USGS authority to take actions and
make the determinations that, under
the Act, are the responsibility of the
Secretary.

§ 402.3 Definitions.
(a) Grant is used in these rules as a

generic term for a Federal assistance
award, including project grants and co-
operative agreements.

(b) Act means the Water Resources
Research Act of 1984 (Pub. L. 98–242, 98
Stat. 97).

(c) Educational institution means any
educational institution—privately and/
or publicly owned.

(d) Dollar-for-dollar matching grant
means for each Federal dollar provided
to support the projects, a non-Federal
dollar also must be provided to the
project.

§ 402.4 Information collection.
The information-collection require-

ments contained in sections 402.10,
402.11, and 402.15 have been approved by
the OMB under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and
assigned clearance number 1028–0046.
The application proposals being col-
lected will contain technical informa-
tion that will be used by the USGS as
a basis for selection and award of
grants. The progress reports being col-
lected will contain a description of all
work accomplished and results
achieved on each funded project and
will enable the USGS to carry out its
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