
404

36 CFR Ch. I (7–1–01 Edition)§ 73.9

on the Panel, with a request for com-
ments regarding the adequacy of the
nomination document and the signifi-
cance of the property being nominated.
The NPS compiles the recommenda-
tions and comments received from rep-
resentatives on the Panel.

(f) Nomination. The Assistant Sec-
retary, based on his/her evaluation and
the recommendations of the Panel,
nominates properties which appear to
possess outstanding universal value to
the World Heritage Committee on be-
half of the U.S. The Assistant Sec-
retary transmits the nomination(s),
through the Department of State, to
UNESCO. The nomination(s) should be
transmitted so that they are received
by UNESCO prior to the January 1
deadline for any given year.

(g) Notification. When the nomination
has been approved, as in paragraph (f)
of this section, the Assistant Secretary
publishes notice of this action in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. In addition, the As-
sistant Secretary notifies the following
parties, in writing, of the nomina-
tion(s):

(i) The owner(s) of land or interests
in land that are included in the nomi-
nation; and

(ii) The Committee on Interior and
Insular Affairs of the U.S. House of
Representatives and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the
U.S. Senate.

The NPS prepares and issues a press re-
lease on the U.S. World Heritage nomi-
nation(s).

§ 73.9 World Heritage criteria.

The World Heritage Committee uses
the following criteria to evaluate the
World Heritage potential of cultural
and natural properties nominated to it:

(a) Criteria for the Inclusion of Cultural
Properties on the World Heritage List. (1)
A monument, group of buildings or
site—as defined in Article I of the Con-
vention—which is nominated for inclu-
sion in the World Heritage List will be
considered to be of outstanding uni-
versal value for the purposes of the
Convention when the Committee finds
that it meets one or more of the fol-
lowing criteria and the test of authen-
ticity. Each property nominated should
therefore:

(i) Represent a unique artistic
achievement, a masterpiece of the cre-
ative genius; or

(ii) Have exerted great influence,
over a span of time or within a cultural
area of the world, on developments in
architecture, monumental arts or
townplanning and landscaping; or

(iii) Bear a unique or at least excep-
tional testimony to a civilization
which has disappeared; or

(iv) Be an outstanding example of a
type of structure which illustrates a
significant stage in history; or

(v) Be an outstanding example of a
traditional human settlement which is
representative of a culture and which
has become vulnerable under the im-
pact of irreversible change; or

(vi) Be directly or tangibly associ-
ated with events or with ideas or be-
liefs of outstanding universal signifi-
cance. (The Committee considered that
this criterion should justify inclusion
in the List only in exceptional cir-
cumstances or in conjunction with
other criteria); and

In addition, the property must meet
the test of authenticity in design, ma-
terials, workmanship, or setting.

(2) The following additional factors
will be kept in mind by the Committee
in deciding on the eligibility of a cul-
tural property for inclusion on the
List:

(i) The state of preservation of the
property should be evaluated rel-
atively, that is, it should be compared
with that of other property of the same
type dating from the same period, both
inside and outside the country’s bor-
ders; and

(ii) Nominations of immovable prop-
erty which is likely to become movable
will not be considered.

(b) Criteria for the Inclusion of Natural
Properties on the World Heritage List. (1)
A natural heritage property—as de-
fined in Article 2 of the Convention—
which is submitted for inclusion in the
World Heritage List will be considered
to be of outstanding universal value for
the purposes of the Convention when
the Committee finds that it meets one
or more of the following criteria and
fulfills the conditions of integrity set
out below. Properties nominated
should therefore:
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(i) Be outstanding examples rep-
resenting the major stages of the earth’s
evolutionary history. This category
would include sites which represent the
major ‘‘eras’’ of geological history such
as ‘‘the age of reptiles’’ where the de-
velopment of the planet’s natural di-
versity can well be demonstrated and
such as the ‘‘ice age’’ where early man
and his environment underwent major
changes; or

(ii) Be outstanding examples rep-
resenting significant ongoing geological
processes, biological evolution, and man’s
interaction with his natural environment;
as distinct from the periods of the
earth’s development, this focuses upon
ongoing processes in the development
of communities, of plants and animals,
landforms, and marine and fresh water
bodies; or

(iii) Contain superlative natural phe-
nomena, formations or features or areas of
exceptional natural beauty, such as su-
perlative examples of the most impor-
tant ecosystems, natural features,
spectacles presented by great con-
centrations of animals, sweeping vistas
covered by natural vegetation and ex-
ceptional combinations of natural and
cultural elements; or

(iv) Contain the foremost natural habi-
tats where threatened species of animals
or plants of outstanding universal value
from the point of view of science or
conservation still survive.

(2) In addition to the above criteria,
the sites should also fulfill the condi-
tions of integrity:

(i) The areas described in paragraph
(b)(1)(i) of this section should contain
all or most of the key interrelated and
interdependent elements in their nat-
ural relationships; for example, an ‘‘ice
age’’ area would be expected to include
the snow field, the glacier itself, and
samples of cutting patterns, deposi-
tion, and colonization (striations,
moraines, pioneer stages of plant suc-
cession, etc.).

(ii) The areas described in paragraph
(b)(1)(ii) of this section should have
sufficient size and contain the nec-
essary elements to demonstrate the
key aspects of the process and to be
self-perpetuating. For example, an area
of ‘‘tropical rain forest’’ may be ex-
pected to include some variation in ele-
vation above sea level, changes in to-

pography and soil types, river banks or
oxbow lakes, to demonstrate the diver-
sity and complexity of the system.

(iii) The areas described in paragraph
(b)(1)(iii) of this section should contain
those ecosystem components required
for the continuity of the species or of
the objects to be conserved. This will
vary according to individual cases; for
example, the protected area of a water-
fall would include all, or as much as
possible, of the supporting upstream
watershed; or a coral reef area would
be provided with control over siltation
or pollution through the stream flow or
ocean currents which provide its nutri-
ents.

(iv) The area containing threatened
species as described in paragraph
(b)(1)(iv) of this section should be of
sufficient size and contain necessary
habitat requirements for the survival
of the species.

(v) In the case of migratory species,
seasonal sites necessary for their sur-
vival, wherever they are located,
should be adequately protected. If such
sites are located in other countries, the
Committee must receive assurances
that the necessary measures be taken
to ensure that the species are ade-
quately protected throughout their full
life cycle. Agreements made in this
connection, either through adherence
to international conventions or in the
form of other multilateral or bilateral
arrangements, would provide this as-
surance.

(3) The property should be evaluated
relatively, that is, it should be com-
pared with other properties of the same
type, both inside and outside the coun-
try’s borders, within a biogeographic
province, or migratory pattern.

§ 73.11 Federal Interagency Panel for
World Heritage.

(a) Responsibilities. The Federal Inter-
agency Panel for World Heritage is es-
tablished to advise the Department of
the Interior on implementation of the
World Heritage Convention. Among
other things, the panel assists in the
following activities:

(1) The development of policy and
procedures for effectively imple-
menting the Convention in the U.S.;

(2) The evaluation of draft U.S. nomi-
nation documents;
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