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(b) Standard plate count, not more
than 30,000 per ml.; coliform count, not
more than 10 per ml.; yeast and mold,
not more than 20 per ml.

(c) Optional except when required or
requested: Copper content, not more
than 0.3 ppm; iron content not more
than 1.0 ppm.

SUPPLEMENTAL  SPECIFICATIONS FOR
PLANTS MANUFACTURING AND PACK-
AGING CHEESE

DEFINITIONS

§58.405 Meaning of words.

For the purpose of the regulations in
this subpart, words in the singular
form shall be deemed to impart the
plural and vice versa as the case may
demand. Unless the context otherwise
requires, the following terms shall
have the following meaning:

(a) Cheese. The fresh or matured
product obtained by draining after co-
agulation of milk, cream, skimmed or
partly skimmed milk or a combination
of some or all of these products and in-
cluding any cheese that conforms to
the provisions of 21 CFR 19.500 up to
19.750,1 ‘“‘Definitions and Standards of
Identity for Cheese and Cheese Prod-
ucts,” Food and Drug Administration.

(b) Milkfat from whey. The fat ob-
tained from the separation of cheese
whey.

RooMS AND COMPARTMENTS

§58.406 Starter facility.

A separate starter room or properly
designed starter tanks and satisfactory
air movement techniques shall be pro-
vided for the propagation and handling
of starter cultures. All necessary pre-
caution shall be taken to prevent con-
tamination of the facility, equipment
and the air therein. A filtered air sup-
ply with a minimum average efficiency
of 90 percent when tested in accordance
with the ASHRAE Synthetic Dust
Arrestance Test should be provided so
as to obtain outward movement of air
from the room to minimize contamina-
tion.
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§58.412

§58.407 Make room.

The rooms in which the cheese is
manufactured shall be of adequate size,
and the equipment adequately spaced
to permit movement around the equip-
ment for proper cleaning and satisfac-
tory working conditions. Adequate fil-
tered air ventilation should be pro-
vided. When applicable, the mold count
should be not more than 15 colonies per
plate during a 15 minute exposure.

§58.408 Brine room.

A brine room, when applicable,
should be a separate room constructed
so it can be readily cleanable. The
brine room equipment shall be main-
tained in good repair and corrosion
kept at a minimum.

§58.409 Drying room.

When applicable, a drying room of
adequate size shall be provided to ac-
commodate the maximum production
of cheese during the flush period. Ade-
quate shelving and air circulation shall
be provided for proper drying. Tem-
perature and humidity control facili-
ties should be provided which will pro-
mote the development of a sound, dry
surface of the cheese.

§58.410 Paraffining room.

When applicable for rind cheese, a
separate room or compartment should
be provided for paraffining and boxing
the cheese. The room shall be of ade-
quate size and the temperature main-
tained near the temperature of the dry-
ing room to avoid sweating of the
cheese prior to paraffining.

§58.411 Rindless
area.

For rindless cheese a suitable space
shall be provided for proper wrapping
and boxing of the cheese. The area
shall be free from dust, condensation,
mold or other conditions which may
contaminate the surface of the cheese
or contribute to unsatisfactory pack-
aging of the cheese.

cheese wrapping

§58.412 Coolers or curing rooms.

Coolers or curing rooms where cheese
is held for curing or storage shall be
clean and maintained at the proper
uniform temperature and humidity to
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