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any officer or employee of the Govern-
ment or any agency or Division in the
United States Department of Agri-
culture, to act as his agent or rep-
resentative in connection with any of
the provisions of this part.

§ 917.67 Derogation.

Nothing contained in this part is or
shall be construed to be in derogation
or in modification of the rights of the
Secretary or of the United States to
exercise any powers granted by the act
or otherwise, and in accordance with
such powers to act in the premises
whenever such action is deemed advis-
able.

§ 917.68 Liability of committee mem-
bers.

No members of the Control Com-
mittee, any commodity committee, or
other committee, or any sub-
committee, or any employee of the
Control Committee shall be held per-
sonally responsible, either individually
or jointly with others, in any way
whatsoever, to any shipper or any
other person for errors in judgment,
mistakes, or other acts, either of com-
mission or omission, as such member
or employee, except for acts of dishon-
esty.

§ 917.69 Separability.

If any provision of this part is de-
clared invalid or the applicability
thereof to any person, circumstance,
thing, or any particular kind of fruit is
held invalid, the validity of the re-
mainder of this part or the applica-
bility thereof to any other person, cir-
cumstance, thing, or kind of fruit shall
not be affected thereby.

Subpart—Rules and Regulations

SOURCE: 16 FR 12776, Dec. 20, 1951, unless
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 26 FR 12751,
Dec. 30, 1961.

DEFINITIONS

§ 917.100 Order.

Order means Marketing Order No.
917, as amended (this part 917), regu-
lating the handling of fresh pears and

peaches grown in the State of Cali-
fornia.

[31 FR 7476, May 5, 1966, as amended at 56 FR
46369, Sept. 12, 1991]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, in § 917.100, the words ‘‘pears and’’
were suspended, effective April 4, 1994.

§ 917.101 Marketing agreement.
Marketing agreement means Mar-

keting Agreement No. 85 as amended.

§ 917.103 Terms.
All other terms used in this subpart

shall have the same meaning as when
used in the marketing agreement and
order.

[18 FR 712, Feb. 4, 1953. Redesignated at 26
FR 12751, Dec. 30, 1961]

GENERAL

§ 917.110 Communications.
Unless otherwise prescribed in this

subpart, or in the marketing agree-
ment and order, or required by the
Control Committee, or a particular
commodity committee, all reports, ap-
plications, submittals, requests, and
communications in connection with
the marketing agreement and order
shall be addressed as follows:

Control Committee, California Tree Fruit
Agreement, P.O. Box 968, Reedley, CA,
93654–0968.

[63 FR 16041, Apr. 1, 1998]

ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES

§ 917.115 Nomination of shipper mem-
bers for the Control Committee.

(a) All shippers who, prior to Feb-
ruary 1 of the then current year, have
not advised the manager of the Control
Committee in writing of their partici-
pation in the formation of an elective
body shall be notified promptly by the
manager after that date, by mail, of
the time and place for a meeting of
such shippers to elect nominees for
shipper membership on the Control
Committee.

(b) The chairman of the then existing
Control Committee shall schedule a
meeting of shippers in the month of
February of the then current year, for
the purpose of making nominations to
the shipper membership of the Control
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Committee; and such chairman is au-
thorized to appoint a member of the
Control Committee to act as chairman
of the meeting and to conduct the elec-
tion.

§ 917.119 Procedure for nominating
members for various Commodity
Committees; meetings.

(a) The manager of the then existing
Control Committee shall arrange for,
and publicize, meetings of growers to
nominate members for the different
commodity committees, and each such
meeting shall be attended by one or
more employees of the Control Com-
mittee. Members of the Agricultural
Extension Service of the University of
California may be authorized by the
manager to assist in calling such meet-
ings and advise growers, on their re-
spective mailing lists, of such meet-
ings.

(b) Growers assembled at any such
meetings may select a chairman and
secretary, but in the event none of the
aforesaid employees of the Control
Committee is selected as secretary of
the meeting, one such employee shall,
nevertheless, record all nominations
made.

(c) The nominations at any meeting
shall be conducted according to Rob-
ert’s rules of order. However, voting
may be by secret ballot or by acclama-
tion in accordance with the desire of
the majority of the growers attending
the meeting.

(d) No individual, whether rep-
resenting a corporation or otherwise,
may cast more than one vote for each
nominee to be selected at the meeting
where such individual is eligible to par-
ticipate in the selection of nominees
for members and alternate members of
the Commodity Committees.

[16 FR 12776, Dec. 20, 1951, as amended at 24
FR 470, Jan. 21, 1959. Redesignated at 26 FR
12751, Dec. 30, 1961]

§ 917.120 Changes in nomination of
Peach Commodity Committee mem-
bers.

Nominations for membership on the
Peach Commodity Committee shall be
made by growers of peaches in the re-
spective representation areas, as fol-
lows:

(a) South Coast District and South-
ern California District: one nominee.

(b) Tehachapi District and Kern Dis-
trict: one nominee.

(c) Tulare District: one nominee.
(d) Fresno District: nine nominees.
(e) Stanislaus District, Stockton Dis-

trict and all of the production area not
included in paragraphs (a) through (d)
of this section: one nominee.

[54 FR 29322, July 12, 1989]

§ 917.121 Changes in nomination of
Pear Commodity Committee mem-
bers.

Nominations for membership on the
Pear Commodity Committee shall be
made by the growers of pears in the re-
spective representation areas as fol-
lows:

(a) North Sacramento Valley Dis-
trict, Central Sacramento Valley Dis-
trict, Placer–Colfax District, El Dorado
District, and all of the production area
not included in paragraphs (b) through
(d) of this section, one nominee.

(b) Sacramento River District,
Stockton District, Stanislaus District,
Contra Costa District, Santa Clara Dis-
trict and Solano District, three nomi-
nees.

(c) Lake District, six nominees.
(d) Mendocino District and North

Bay District, three nominees.

[52 FR 12513, Apr. 17, 1987]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, § 917.121 was suspended, effective April
4, 1994.

§ 917.122 Qualification requirements
and nominiation procedure for pub-
lic members of Commodity Commit-
tees.

(a) Public members shall not have a
financial interest in or be associated
with production, processing, financing,
or marketing (except as consumers) of
the commodities regulated under this
part.

(b) Public members should be able to
devote sufficient time and express a
willingness to attend committee ac-
tivities regularly, and to familiarize
themselves with the background and
economics of the industry.

(c) Public members must be residents
of California.

(d) Public members should be nomi-
nated by each Commodity Committee
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and should serve a two-year term
which coincides with the term of office
of grower members of Commodity Com-
mittees.

[42 FR 3625, Jan. 19, 1977, as amended at 43
FR 58355, Dec. 14, 1978]

REGULATION BY GRADES, SIZES, AND
MINIMUM STANDARDS OF QUALITY AND
MATURITY

§ 917.143 Exemptions.
(a) Waivers. A handler may handle

fruit without inspection and certifi-
cation, as prescribed under § 917.45, if
all the following conditions are met:

(1) The handler requests the Federal-
State Inspection Service to provide in-
spection during its regular working
hours at least two hours in advance of
the time when inspection is needed.
The request need not be in writing but
it shall be confirmed immediately in
writing on a waiver form supplied by
the inspection service;

(2) The Federal-State Inspection
Service advises the handler that it is
not practicable to provide inspection at
the time and place designated by the
handler. Such advice may be verbal but
it shall be confirmed in writing by the
Federal-State Inspection Service by
execution of the waiver form on which
the handler submitted his written re-
quest. A confirmed copy thereof shall
be forwarded by the inspection service
to the office of the Control Committee;

(3) The Federal-State Inspection
Service furnishes the handler with the
number of the waiver which shall cover
the fruit on which inspection is re-
quested;

(4) When so instructed, the handler
plainly and conspicuously marks one
end of each container with the letter W
and the waiver number supplied by the
Federal-State Inspection Service. The
letter W and the number so marked
shall be not less than one-half inch in
height.

(b) Minimum quantities. Notwith-
standing any other provisions of this
section, pears and peaches may be han-
dled without regard to the provisions
of §§ 917.37, 917.41, 917.42, 917.45 and
917.50 under the following conditions:

(1) Such pears and peaches meet the
grade requirements set forth in Arti-
cles 35, 38, and 34, respectively of the

Food and Agriculture Code of Cali-
fornia.

(2) Such pears and peaches are for
home use and not for resale.

(3) The shipment does not exceed 200
pounds of pears and 200 pounds of
peaches to any one vehicle during any
one day.

(4) Such pears and peaches are han-
dled by the person who produces them;
and the handling takes place (i) on the
premises where grown, (ii) at a pack-
inghouse or retail stand nearby which
is operated by said handler, or (iii) at a
certified farmers market in compliance
with section 1392 of the regulations of
the California Department of Food and
Agriculture: Provided, That the exemp-
tion for certified farmers markets shall
not apply to fruit sorted out by a han-
dler unless such fruit is packed in con-
tainers clearly and legibly marked to
show that the fruit contained therein
is only to be sold at a certified farmers
market, and the handler complies with
regulations established under §§ 917.37,
917.41(a)(1), 917.45, and 917.50, except
that such fruit may be handled to such
markets if the fruit fails to meet the
applicable grade only on account of
being soft and overripe.

[31 FR 7476, May 24, 1966, as amended at 41
FR 22071, June 1, 1976; 41 FR 28509, July 12,
1976; 42 FR 22875, May 5, 1977; 47 FR 30452,
July 14, 1982; 49 FR 36361, Sept. 17, 1984; 53 FR
18818, May 25, 1988; 56 FR 46369, Sept. 12, 1991]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, in § 917.143, (b) introductory text and
paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(4) the words
‘‘pears and’’, and in paragraph (b)(3) the
words ‘‘200 pounds of pears and’’, were sus-
pended, effective April 4, 1994.

§ 917.149 Special purpose shipments.
Any person may file a request with

the Pear Commodity Committee to
transport pears to a packing facility
located in the State of Oregon without
inspection and certification prior to
such transporting. The committee may
approve such a request subject to the
following terms and conditions:

(a) Approval shall be requested by
the person prior to transporting the
pears out of the area of production.

(b) Such person shall file with the
committee, in such manner as re-
quired, reports showing, among other
things, the date and quantity of pears

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 12:50 Jan 22, 2001 Jkt 194017 PO 00000 Frm 00150 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194017T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 194017T



151

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 917.178

comprising each shipment of pears
transported to Oregon and the disposi-
tion thereof.

(c) All such pears shall be of the per-
son’s own production and the packing
facility to which they are transported
must be owned and operated by that
person.

(d) All such pears shall be inspected
and certified, as required by § 917.45, by
the Federal or Federal-State Inspec-
tion Service prior to the time such
pears are shipped from the packing fa-
cility. Any pears shipped to any such
facility which, upon inspection, do not
meet the requirements of the then ef-
fective grade, size, or quality regula-
tions, may be shipped, or handled,
within the State, for consumption by
any charitable institution or for dis-
tribution by any relief agency or for
conversion into products. Prior to any
such shipment or handling, there shall
first have been submitted to the com-
mittee proof satisfactory to the com-
mittee that the pears will not be han-
dled contrary to the requirements of
the marketing agreement and order.
Such proof shall include a written cer-
tificate, executed by both the handler
and the intended receiver, stating that
the pears will not be used for any pur-
pose not authorized by this section.

[41 FR 31180, July 27, 1976]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, § 917.149 was suspended, effective April
4, 1994.

REGULATION OF DAILY SHIPMENTS

§ 917.150 Lot stamping.
Except when loaded directly into

railway cars, exempted under § 917.143,
or for peaches mailed directly to con-
sumers in consumer packages, all ex-
posed or outside containers of peaches,
and not less than 75 percent of the
total containers on a pallet, shall be
plainly stamped, prior to shipment,
with a Federal-State Inspection Serv-
ice lot stamp number, assigned by such
Service, showing that such fruit has
been USDA inspected in accordance
with § 917.45: Provided: That for the pe-
riod April 1 to November 23, 2000, pal-
lets of returnable plastic containers
shall have the lot stamp numbers af-
fixed to each pallet with a USDA-ap-
proved pallet tag, in addition to the lot

stamp numbers and other required in-
formation on cards on the individual
containers.

[65 FR 15213, Mar. 22, 2000]

REPORTS

§ 917.176 Pears.

(a) Report of daily packout. When re-
quested by the Pear Commodity Com-
mittee, each shipper who ships pears
shall furnish to the manager of the
Control Committee or when designated
to the Federal-State Inspection Service
a report of the number of packages by
container type, by variety and by dis-
trict of origin, which the shipper
packed during the preceding day.

(b) Recapitulation of shipments. When
requested by the Pear Commodity
Committee, each shipper of pears shall
furnish to the manager of the Control
Committee a recapitulation of his ship-
ments. The recapitulation shall show:
(1) The name of the shipper, (2) the
shipping point, (3) the district of ori-
gin, (4) the variety, and (5) the number
of packages, by size, for each container
type.

(c) Report of pears held in storage.
Each shipper who has pears under re-
frigeration in a storage warehouse
shall upon request, file with the man-
ager of the Control Committee within
the time specified in the request an ac-
curate report containing the following
information:

(1) The name and address of the ship-
per; and

(2) The total quantity, as of the date
specified in the request, of pears in
storage outside of the State of Cali-
fornia and in storage in the State of
California.

[39 FR 27117, July 25, 1974]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, § 917.176 was suspended, effective April
4, 1994.

§ 917.178 Peaches.

(a) Report of daily packout. When re-
quested by the Peach Commodity Com-
mittee, each shipper who ships peaches
shall furnish to the manager of the
Control Committee or when designated
to the Federal-State Inspection Service
a report of the number of packages by
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container type, by variety and by dis-
trict or origin, which the shipper
packed during the preceding day.

(b) Recapitulation of shipments. Each
shipper of peaches shall furnish to the
manager of the Control Committee not
later than November 15 of each year a
recapitulation of shipments of each va-
riety shipped during the just-com-
pleted season. The recapitulation shall
show: The name of the shipper, the
shipping point, the district of origin,
the variety, and the number of pack-
ages, by size, for each container type.

(c) Destination report. Each shipper
who ships peaches shall furnish to the
manager of the Control Committee a
report of the number of packages of
peaches shipped to each destination,
and whether the peaches shipped were
yellow-fleshed or white-fleshed, and
whether the peaches were ‘‘CA Utility’’
quality. The destination is defined as
peach shipments to any domestic or
international market. Destination in-
formation for domestic market ship-
ments shall include the city and state,
and zip code, if known. Destination in-
formation for international market
shipments shall include the country to
which shipped. This report shall be sub-
mitted by the fifteenth of each month
following the month in which peach
shipments were made.

[39 FR 27118, July 25, 1974, as amended at 63
FR 16041, Apr. 1, 1998; 65 FR 6308, Feb. 9, 2000]

§ 917.179 Assessment reports.
In lieu of the reporting requirements

set forth in §§ 917.176 and 917.178, the
Control Committee may request a ship-
per to file, and upon such request such
shipper shall file with the manager of
the Control Committee a monthly sum-
mary showing the total quantity of
pears and peaches which he shipped
during the specified month; and such
shipper may remit with his monthly
report sufficient funds to cover the as-
sessment due on the shipments which
he reports.

[23 FR 3996, June 7, 1958. Redesignated at 26
FR 12751, Dec. 30, 1961, and amended at 31 FR
7477, May 24, 1966; 56 FR 23774, May 24, 1991;
56 FR 46369, Sept. 12, 1991]

EDITORIAL NOTE: After January 1, 1979,
‘‘Budget of Expenses and Rate of Assess-
ment’’ regulations (e.g. sections .200 through
.299) and ‘‘Handling’’ regulations (e.g. sec-

tions .300 through .399) which are in effect for
a year or less, will not be carried in the Code
of Federal Regulations. For FEDERAL REG-
ISTER citations affecting these regulations,
see the List of CFR Sections Affected, which
appears in the Finding Aids section of the
printed volume and on GPO Access.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 10056, Mar.
3, 1994, in § 917.179, the words ‘‘§ 917.176 and’’
and ‘‘pears and’’ were suspended, effective
April 4, 1994.

Subpart—Assessment Rates
§ 917.258 Assessment rate.

On and after March 1, 1996, an assess-
ment rate of $0.1900 per 25-pound con-
tainer or equivalent of fresh peaches is
established for California fresh peach-
es.

[61 FR 37813, July 22, 1996]

Subpart—Container and Pack
Regulation

§ 917.442 California Peach Container
and Pack Regulation.

(a) During the period beginning April
1 and ending November 23, no handler
shall ship any package or container of
any variety of peaches except in ac-
cordance with the following terms and
conditions:

(1) Such peaches when packed in any
closed package or container, except
master containers of consumer pack-
ages and individual consumer pack-
ages, shall conform to the require-
ments of standard pack: Provided, That
peaches in any such volume-filled con-
tainer need only be filled to within one
inch of the top of the container.

(2) Each package or container of
peaches shall bear, on one outside end
in plain sight and in plain letters, the
word peaches and, except for consumer
packages in master containers and con-
sumer packages mailed directly to con-
sumers, the name of the variety, if
known or, when the variety is not
known, the words unknown variety.

(3) Each package or container of
peaches, except for consumer packages
in master containers and consumer
packages mailed directly to consumers,
shall bear on one outside end clearly
and legibly in plain sight and in plain
letters the words ‘‘U.S. Mature’’ or
‘‘US MAT’’ if such peaches are mature
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