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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 956.31

and alternate member position to be
filled, but not both.

(g) Every three years, at the first
meeting following selection, the com-
mittee shall nominate the public mem-
ber and alternate for a three-year term
of office.

(h) The committee shall prescribe
such additional qualifications, admin-
istrative rules and procedures for selec-
tion and voting for each candidate as it
deems necessary and as the Secretary
approves.

§ 956.23 Selection.
The Secretary shall select members

and alternate members of the com-
mittee from the nominations made
pursuant to § 956.22 or from other quali-
fied persons.

§ 956.24 Qualification and acceptance.
Any person nominated to serve as a

member or alternate member of the
committee shall, prior to selection by
the Secretary, qualify by filing a writ-
ten background and acceptance state-
ment indicating such person’s willing-
ness to serve in the position for which
nominated.

§ 956.25 Alternates.
An alternate member of the com-

mittee shall act in the place and stead
of the member for whom such person is
an alternate, during such member’s ab-
sence. In the event of the death, re-
moval, resignation, or disqualification
of a member, that member’s alternate
shall serve until a successor to such
member has qualified and is selected.

§ 956.26 Vacancies.
To fill any vacancy occasioned by the

failure of any person nominated as a
member or as an alternate to qualify,
or in the event of the death, removal,
resignation, or disqualification of a
member or alternate, a successor for
the unexpired term may be selected by
the Secretary from nominations made
pursuant to § 956.22 from previously
unselected nominees on the current
nominee list, or from other eligible
persons.

§ 956.27 Failure to nominate.
If nominations are not made within

the time and manner prescribed in

§ 956.22 the Secretary may, without re-
gard to nominations, select the mem-
bers and alternates on the basis of the
representation provided for in § 956.20.

§ 956.28 Procedure.
(a) Six members of the committee

shall constitute a quorum, and six con-
curring votes shall be required to pass
any motion or approve any committee
action, except that recommendations
made pursuant to § 956.61 shall require
seven concurring votes.

(b) The committee may provide for
meetings by telephone, telegraph, fac-
simile, or other means of communica-
tion, and any vote cast orally at such
meetings shall be confirmed promptly
in writing: Provided, That if an assem-
bled meeting is held, all votes shall be
cast in person.

§ 956.29 Expenses.
Members and alternates shall serve

without compensation but shall be re-
imbursed for such expenses authorized
by the committee and necessarily in-
curred by them in attending committee
meetings and in the performance of
their duties under this part.

§ 956.30 Powers.
The committee shall have the fol-

lowing powers:
(a) To administer the provisions of

this part in accordance with its terms;
(b) To make rules and regulations to

effectuate the terms and provisions of
this part;

(c) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tions of the provisions of this part; and

(d) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this part.

§ 956.31 Duties.
It shall be among the duties of the

committee:
(a) At the beginning of each fiscal pe-

riod, or as soon thereafter as prac-
ticable, to meet and organize, to select
a chairperson and such other officers as
may be necessary, to select sub-
committees, and to adopt such rules
and regulations for the conduct of its
business as it may deem advisable;

(b) To act as intermediary between
the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler;
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