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§240.33

(d) Depositions. The procedures speci-
fied in §240.48(e) shall apply.

(e) Record. The hearing before the im-
migration judge, including the testi-
mony, exhibits, applications, proffers,
and requests, the immigration judge’s
decision, and all written orders, mo-
tions, appeals, and other papers filed in
the proceeding shall constitute the
record in the case. The hearing shall be
recorded verbatim except for state-
ments made off the record with the
permission of the immigration judge.

§240.33 Applications for asylum or
withholding of deportation.

(a) If the alien expresses fear of per-
secution or harm upon return to his or
her country of origin or to a country to
which the alien may be deported after
a determination of excludability from
the United States pursuant to this sub-
part, and the alien has not been re-
ferred to the immigration judge by an
asylum officer in accordance with
§208.14(b) of this chapter, the immigra-
tion judge shall:

(1) Advise the alien that he or she
may apply for asylum in the United
States or withholding of deportation to
that other country; and

(2) Make available the appropriate
application forms.

(b) An application for asylum or
withholding of deportation must be
filed with the Immigration Court, pur-
suant to §208.4(c) of this chapter. Upon
receipt of an application that has not
been referred by an asylum officer, the
Immigration Court shall forward a
copy to the Department of State pursu-
ant to §208.11 of this chapter and shall
calendar the case for a hearing. The
reply, if any, from the Department of
State, unless classified under the appli-
cable Executive Order, shall be given
to both the applicant and to the Serv-
ice counsel representing the govern-
ment.

(c) Applications for asylum or with-
holding of deportation so filed will be
decided by the immigration judge pur-
suant to the requirements and stand-
ards established in 8 CFR part 208 after
an evidentiary hearing that is nec-
essary to resolve material factual
issues in dispute. An evidentiary hear-
ing extending beyond issues related to
the basis for a mandatory denial of the
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application pursuant to §208.13(c) of
this chapter is not necessary once the
immigration judge has determined that
such denial is required.

(1) Evidentiary hearings on applica-
tions for asylum or withholding of de-
portation will be closed to the public
unless the applicant expressly requests
that it be open pursuant to §236.3 of
this chapter.

(2) Nothing in this section is intended
to limit the authority of the immigra-
tion judge properly to control the
scope of any evidentiary hearing.

(3) During the exclusion hearing, the
applicant shall be examined under oath
on his or her application and may
present evidence and witnesses on his
or her own behalf. The applicant has
the burden of establishing that he or
she is a refugee as defined in section
101(a)(42) of the Act pursuant to the
standard set forth in §208.13 of this
chapter.

(4) The Service counsel for the gov-
ernment may call witnesses and
present evidence for the record, includ-
ing information classified under the
applicable Executive Order, provided
the immigration judge or the Board
has determined that such information
is relevant to the hearing. The appli-
cant shall be informed when the immi-
gration judge receives such classified
information. The agency that provides
the classified information to the immi-
gration judge may provide an unclassi-
fied summary of the information for
release to the applicant whenever it de-
termines it can do so consistently with
safeguarding both the classified nature
of the information and its source. The
summary should be as detailed as pos-
sible, in order that the applicant may
have an opportunity to offer opposing
evidence. A decision based in whole or
in part on such classified information
shall state that such information is
material to the decision.

(d) The decision of an immigration
judge to grant or deny asylum or with-
holding of deportation shall be commu-
nicated to the applicant and to the
Service counsel for the government. An
adverse decision will state why asylum
or withholding of deportation was de-
nied.
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