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statement by the pound or shelter that
it met the requirements of paragraph
(a) of this section. This statement
must at least describe the animals by
their official USDA identification num-
bers. It may be incorporated within the
certification if the dealer makes the
certification at the time that the ani-
mals are acquired from the pound or
shelter or it may be made separately
and attached to the certification later.
If made separately, it must include the
same information describing each ani-
mal as is required in the certification.
A photocopy of the statement will be
regarded as a duplicate original.

(c) The original certification required
under paragraph (b) of this section
shall accompany the shipment of a live
dog or cat to be sold, provided, or oth-
erwise made available by the dealer.

(d) A dealer who acquires a live dog
or cat from another dealer must obtain
from that dealer the certification re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this section
and must attach that certification (in-
cluding any previously attached cer-
tification) to the certification which he
or she provides pursuant to paragraph
(b) of this section (a photocopy of the
original certification will be deemed a
duplicate original if the dealer does not
dispose of all of the dogs or cats in a
single transaction).

(e) A dealer who completes, provides,
or receives a certification required
under paragraph (b) of this section
shall keep, maintain, and make avail-
able for APHIS inspection a copy of the
certification for at least 1 year fol-
lowing disposition.

(f) A research facility which acquires
any live random source dog or cat from
a dealer must obtain the certification
required under paragraph (b) of this
section and shall keep, maintain, and
make available for APHIS inspection
the original for at least 3 years fol-
lowing disposition.

(g) In instances where a research fa-
cility transfers ownership of a live ran-
dom source dog or cat acquired from a
dealer to another research facility, a
copy of the certification required by
paragraph (b) of this section must ac-
company the dog or cat transferred.
The research facility to which the dog
or cat is transferred shall keep, main-
tain, and make available for APHIS in-

spection the copy of the certification
for at least 3 years following disposi-
tion.

[58 FR 39129, July 22, 1993]
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1 These minimum standards apply only to
live dogs and cats, unless stated otherwise.
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AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 2131–2159; 7 CFR 2.22,
2.80, and 371.7.

SOURCE: 32 FR 3273, Feb. 24, 1967, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Specifications for the
Humane Handling, Care,
Treatment, and Transportation
of Dogs and Cats 1

SOURCE: 56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS

§ 3.1 Housing facilities, general.
(a) Structure; construction. Housing

facilities for dogs and cats must be de-
signed and constructed so that they are
structurally sound. They must be kept
in good repair, and they must protect
the animals from injury, contain the
animals securely, and restrict other
animals from entering.

(b) Condition and site. Housing facili-
ties and areas used for storing animal
food or bedding must be free of any ac-
cumulation of trash, waste material,
junk, weeds, and other discarded mate-
rials. Animal areas inside of housing
facilities must be kept neat and free of
clutter, including equipment, fur-
niture, and stored material, but may
contain materials actually used and
necessary for cleaning the area, and
fixtures or equipment necessary for
proper husbandry practices and re-
search needs. Housing facilities other
than those maintained by research fa-
cilities and Federal research facilities
must be physically separated from any
other business. If a housing facility is
located on the same premises as an-
other business, it must be physically
separated from the other business so
that animals the size of dogs, skunks,
and raccoons are prevented from enter-
ing it.

(c) Surfaces—(1) General requirements.
The surfaces of housing facilities—in-
cluding houses, dens, and other fur-
niture-type fixtures and objects within
the facility—must be constructed in a
manner and made of materials that
allow them to be readily cleaned and
sanitized, or removed or replaced when
worn or soiled. Interior surfaces and
any surfaces that come in contact with
dogs or cats must:

(i) Be free of excessive rust that pre-
vents the required cleaning and saniti-
zation, or that affects the structural
strength of the surface; and

(ii) Be free of jagged edges or sharp
points that might injure the animals.

(2) Maintenance and replacement of
surfaces. All surfaces must be main-
tained on a regular basis. Surfaces of
housing facilities—including houses,
dens, and other furniture-type fixtures
and objects within the facility—that
cannot be readily cleaned and sani-
tized, must be replaced when worn or
soiled.

(3) Cleaning. Hard surfaces with
which the dogs or cats come in contact
must be spot-cleaned daily and sani-
tized in accordance with § 3.11(b) of this
subpart to prevent accumulation of ex-
creta and reduce disease hazards.
Floors made of dirt, absorbent bedding,
sand, gravel, grass, or other similar
material must be raked or spot-cleaned
with sufficient frequency to ensure all
animals the freedom to avoid contact
with excreta. Contaminated material
must be replaced whenever this raking
and spot-cleaning is not sufficient to
prevent or eliminate odors, insects,
pests, or vermin infestation. All other
surfaces of housing facilities must be
cleaned and sanitized when necessary
to satisfy generally accepted hus-
bandry standards and practices. Saniti-
zation may be done using any of the
methods provided in § 3.11(b)(3) for pri-
mary enclosures.

(d) Water and electric power. The hous-
ing facility must have reliable electric
power adequate for heating, cooling,
ventilation, and lighting, and for car-
rying out other husbandry require-
ments in accordance with the regula-
tions in this subpart. The housing fa-
cility must provide adequate running
potable water for the dogs’ and cats’
drinking needs, for cleaning, and for
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