
304

15 CFR Subtitle B, Ch. I (1–1–02 Edition)§ 30.4

3 See § 30.10 for instructions as to use of the
continuations Sheet.

7513 is not to be used for the reexpor-
tation of goods for which entry has
been made on Customs Forms 7501 or
7502.)

(b) The Shipper’s Export Declaration
and the Continuation Sheet 3 to the
Shipper’s Export Declaration (both
forms designated Commerce Form 7525–
V), and the Shipper’s Export Declara-
tion for In-transit Goods (Commerce
Form 7513) may be purchased for a
nominal price from Customs Directors,
Department of Commerce District Of-
fices, and the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402, or they may be
privately printed. Supplies of the Al-
ternate Intermodal Shipper’s Export
Declaration and the Continuation
Sheet to the Alternate Intermodal
Shipper’s Export Declaration are not
available from Government sales of-
fices but must be privately printed.
Sample official Alternate Intermodal
Forms and their Continuation Sheets
may be obtained from the Foreign
Trade Division, Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233. Privately
printed Shipper’s Export Declaration
forms must conform strictly to the re-
spective official form in size, wording,
color, quality (weight of paper stock),
and arrangement, including the Office
of Management and Budget approval
number printed in the upper-right hand
corner of the face of form. The quality
(weight) of paper stock used in printing
the Shipper’s Export Declaration form
is not less than 16 nor more than 20
pounds commercial substance. Occa-
sional shippers may obtain copies of
Shipper’s Export Declarations free of
charge from local Customs Directors,
Post Offices, and Department of Com-
merce District Offices.

(13 U.S.C. 302; 5 U.S.C. 301; Reorganization
Plan No. 5 of 1950, Department of Commerce
Order No. 35–2A, August 4, 1975, 40 FR 42765)

[41 FR 9134, Mar. 3, 1976, as amended at 47 FR
29829, July 9, 1982; 50 FR 23402, June 4, 1985]

§ 30.4 Preparation and signature of
Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED).

(a) General requirements (SED). For
purposes of this part, all references to
preparing and filing the paper SED also

pertain to preparing and filing the AES
electronic record. The SED or AES
record is a dual purpose document used
by the Census Bureau for statistical re-
porting purposes only, and by the Bu-
reau of Export Administration (BXA)
and other government agencies for ex-
port control purposes. For purposes of
this part, the provisions apply only to
statistical reporting requirements. The
Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED) or
the AES record must be prepared and
signed by a principal party in interest
or by a forwarding or other agent au-
thorized by a principal party in inter-
est. The person who signs the SED
must be in the United States at the
time of signing. That person, whether
exporter (U.S. principal party in inter-
est) or agent, is responsible for the
truth, accuracy, and completeness of
the SED or AES record, except insofar
as that person can demonstrate that he
or she reasonably relied on information
furnished by others. The Census Bu-
reau recognizes ‘‘routed export trans-
actions’’ as a subset of export trans-
actions. A routed export transaction is
where the foreign principal party in in-
terest authorizes a U.S. forwarding or
other agent to facilitate export of
items from the United States. See
paragraph (c) of this section for respon-
sibilities of parties in a routed export
transaction.

(1) Exporter (U.S. principal party in in-
terest). For purposes of completing the
paper SED or AES record in all export
transactions, the exporter (U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest) is listed as the
‘‘U.S. principal party in interest’’ on
the SED or AES record. In all export
transactions, the person listed in the
U.S. principal party in interest block
on the paper SED or in the U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest field of the AES
record is the exporter (U.S. principal
party in interest) in the transaction.
The U.S. principal party in interest is
the person in the United States that
receives the primary benefit, monetary
or otherwise, of the transaction. Gen-
erally that person is the U.S. seller,
manufacturer, order party, or foreign
entity. The foreign entity must be list-
ed as the U.S. principal party in inter-
est on the SED or AES record, if it is
in the United States when the items are
purchased or obtained for export. The
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foreign entity must then follow the
provisions for preparing and filing the
SED or AES record specified in §§ 30.4
and 30.7 pertaining to the U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest. In most cases,
the forwarding or other agent is not a
principal party in interest.

(i) If a U.S. manufacturer sells mer-
chandise directly for export to a for-
eign principal party in interest, the
U.S. manufacturer must be listed as
the U.S. principal party in interest on
the SED or AES record.

(ii) If a U.S. manufacturer sells mer-
chandise, as a domestic sale, to a U.S.
buyer (wholesaler/distributor) and that
U.S. buyer sells the merchandise for
export to a foreign principal party in
interest, the U.S. buyer (wholesaler/
distributor) must be listed as the U.S.
principal party in interest on the SED
or AES record.

(iii) If a U.S. order party directly ar-
ranges for the sale and export of mer-
chandise to a foreign buyer, the U.S.
order party must be listed as the U.S.
principal party in interest on the SED
or AES record. The order party is that
person in the United States who con-
ducted the direct negotiations or cor-
respondence with the foreign principal
party in interest and who, as a result of
these negotiations, received the order
from the foreign principal party in in-
terest.

(iv) If a foreign entity is in the United
States when the items are purchased or
obtained for export, it is the exporter
(U.S. principal party in interest) and
must be listed as the U.S. principal
party in interest on the SED or AES
record (see § 30.4(a)(1)).

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1): The EAR de-
fines the ‘‘exporter’’ as the person in the
United States who has the authority of a
principal party in interest to determine and
control the sending of items out of the
United States (see 15 CFR Part 772 of the
EAR). For statistical purposes the Foreign
Trade Statistics Regulations (FTSR) have a
different definition of ‘‘exporter’’ from the
Export Administration Regulations (EAR).
Under the FTSR the ‘‘exporter’’ will always
be the U.S. principal party in interest. For
purposes of licensing responsibility under
the EAR, the U.S. agent of the foreign prin-
cipal party in interest may be the ‘‘ex-
porter’’ or applicant on the license, in cer-
tain routed export transactions (see 15 CFR
758.3 of the EAR).

(2) Forwarding or other agent. The for-
warding or other agent is that person
in the United States who is authorized
by a principal party in interest to per-
form the services required to facilitate
the export of items from the United
States. The forwarding or other agent
must be authorized by the exporter
(U.S. principal party in interest) or, in
the case of a routed export transaction,
the foreign principal party in interest
to prepare and file the SED or the AES
record. In a routed export transaction,
the forwarding or other agent can be
the exporter for export control pur-
poses under the EAR. However, the for-
warding or other agent is never the
‘‘U.S. principal party in interest’’ in
the U.S. principal party in interest
block on the paper SED or in the ‘‘U.S.
principal party in interest’’ field of the
AES record unless the forwarding or
other agent acts as an ‘‘order party.’’
(See paragraph (a)(1)(iii) for definition
of order party)

(3) Principal parties in interest. Those
persons in a transaction that receive
the primary benefit, monetary or oth-
erwise, of the transaction. Generally,
the principals in a transaction are the
seller and the buyer. In most cases, a
forwarding or other agent is not a prin-
cipal party in interest.

(b) Responsibilities of parties in export
transactions. (1) Exporter (U.S. principal
party in interest) responsibilities. (i) The
exporter (U.S. principal party in inter-
est) can prepare and file the SED or
AES record itself, or it can authorize a
forwarding or other agent to prepare
and file the SED or AES record on its
behalf. If the exporter (U.S. principal
party in interest) prepares the SED or
AES record itself, the exporter (U.S.
principal party in interest) is respon-
sible for the accuracy of all the export
information reported on the SED or
AES record, for signing the paper SED,
filing the paper SED with U.S. Cus-
toms, or transmitting the AES record
to U.S. Customs.

(ii) When the exporter (U.S. principal
party in interest) authorizes a for-
warding or other agent to complete the
SED or AES record on its behalf, the
exporter (U.S. principal party in inter-
est) is responsible for:
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(A) Providing the forwarding or other
agent with the export information nec-
essary to complete the SED or AES
record;

(B) Providing the forwarding or other
agent with a power of attorney or writ-
ten authorization to complete the SED
or AES record, or signing the author-
ization block printed on the paper SED
(block 23 on Commerce Form 7525–V
and block 29 on Commerce Form 7525–
V-ALT); and

(C) Maintaining documentation to
support the information provided to
the forwarding or other agent for com-
pletion of the SED or AES record, as
specified in § 30.11.

(2) Forwarding or other agent respon-
sibilities. The forwarding or other
agent, when authorized by an exporter
(U.S. principal party in interest) to
prepare and sign the SED or prepare
and file the AES record in an export
transaction, is responsible for:

(i) Accurately preparing the SED or
AES record based on information re-
ceived from the exporter (U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest) and other par-
ties involved in the transaction;

(ii) Obtaining a power of attorney or
written authorization to complete the
SED or AES record, or obtaining a
paper SED with a signed authorization
from the exporter (U.S. principal party
in interest);

(iii) Maintaining documentation to
support the information reported on
the SED or AES record, as specified in
§ 30.11; and

(iv) Upon request, providing the ex-
porter (U.S. principal party in interest)
with a copy of the export information
filed in the form of a completed SED,
an electronic facsimile, or in any other
manner prescribed by the exporter
(U.S. principal party in interest).

(c) Responsibilities of parties in a rout-
ed export transaction. (1) Exporter (U.S.
principal party in interest) responsibil-
ities. In a routed export transaction
where the foreign principal party in in-
terest authorizes a U.S. forwarding or
other agent to prepare and file the SED
or AES record, the exporter (U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest) must maintain
documentation to support the informa-
tion provided to the forwarding or
other agent for preparing the SED or
AES record as specified in § 30.11 and

provide such forwarding or other agent
with the following information to as-
sist in preparing the SED or AES
record:

(i) Name and address of the U.S. prin-
cipal party in interest;

(ii) U.S. principal party in interest’s,
IRS, EIN;

(iii) Point of origin (State or FTZ);
(iv) Schedule B description of com-

modities;
(v) Domestic (D), foreign (F), or FMS

(M) code;
(vi) Schedule B Number;
(vii) Quantity/unit of measure;
(viii) Value;
(ix) Upon request from the foreign

principal party in interest or its agent,
the Export Control Classification Num-
ber (ECCN) or sufficient technical in-
formation to determine the ECCN; and

(x) Any information that it knows
will affect the determination of license
authority.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(1): For items in
paragraph (c)(1)(ix) and (x) of this section,
where the foreign principal party in interest
has assumed responsibility for determining
and obtaining license authority, the EAR
sets forth the information sharing require-
ments that apply at 15 CFR 758.3(c) of the
EAR.

(2) Forwarding or other agent respon-
sibilities. In a routed export trans-
action, the forwarding or other agent is
responsible for; obtaining a power of
attorney or written authorization from
the foreign principal party in interest
to prepare and file the SED or AES
record on its behalf; preparing, signing,
and filing the SED or AES record based
on information obtained from the ex-
porter (U.S. principal party in interest)
or other parties involved in the trans-
action; maintaining documentation to
support the information reported on
the SED or AES record, and upon re-
quest by the exporter (U.S. principal
party in interest), provide appropriate
documentation to the exporter (U.S.
principal party in interest) verifying
that the information provided by the
exporter (U.S. principal party in inter-
est) was accurately reported on the
SED or AES record. The forwarding or
other agent must also provide the fol-
lowing export information on the SED
or AES record:

(i) Date of exportation;
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(ii) Bill of lading/airway bill number;
(iii) Ultimate consignee;
(iv) Intermediate consignee;
(v) Forwarding or other agent name

and address;
(vi) Country of ultimate destination;
(vii) Loading pier;
(viii) Method of transportation;
(ix) Exporting carrier;
(x) Port of export;
(xi) Port of unloading;
(xii) Containerized;
(xiii) Weight;
(xiv) ECCN;
(xv) License Authority;
(xvi) Signature in the certification

block on the paper SED (block 24 on
Commerce Form 7525–V and block 36 on
Commerce Form 7525–V–ALT). In a
routed export transaction the exporter
(U.S. principal party in interest) must
be listed as U.S. principal party in in-
terest on the SED or on the AES
record;

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(2): For items in
paragraph (c)(2)(xiv) and (xv) of this section,
where the foreign principal party in interest
has assumed responsibility for determining
and obtaining license authority, the EAR
sets forth the information sharing require-
ments that apply at 15 CFR 758.3(c) of the
EAR.

(d) Information on the Shipper’s Export
Declaration (SED) or Automated Export
System (AES) record. The data provided
on the SED or AES electronic record
shall be complete, correct, and based
on personal knowledge of the facts
stated or on information furnished by
the parties involved in the export
transaction. All parties involved in ex-
port transactions, including U.S. for-
warding or other agents, should be
aware that invoices and other commer-
cial documents may not necessarily
contain all the information needed to
prepare the SED or AES record. The
parties must ensure that all the infor-
mation needed for completing the SED
or AES record, including correct export
licensing information, is provided to
the forwarding or other agent for the
purpose of correctly preparing the SED
or AES record as stated in this section.

(e) Authorizing a Forwarding or other
agent. In a power of attorney or other
written authorization, authority is
conferred upon an agent to perform
certain specified acts or kinds of acts

on behalf of a principal (see 15 CFR
758.1(h) of the EAR). In cases where a
forwarding or other agent is filing ex-
port information on the SED or AES
record, the forwarding or other agent
must obtain a power of attorney or
written authorization from a principal
party in interest to file the informa-
tion on its behalf. A power of attorney
or written authorization should specify
the responsibilities of the parties with
particularity, and should state that the
forwarding or other agent has author-
ity to act on behalf of a principal party
in interest as its true and lawful agent
for purposes of the export transaction
in accordance with the laws and regu-
lations of the United States.

(f) Format requirements for SEDs: The
SED shall be prepared in English and
shall be typewritten or prepared in ink
or other permanent medium (except in-
delible pencil). The use of duplicating
processes, as well as the overprinting
of selected items of information, is ac-
ceptable.

(g) Copies of SEDs: All copies of the
SEDs must contain all of the informa-
tion called for in the signature space as
to name of firm, address, name of sign-
er, and capacity of signer. The original
SED must be signed in ink, but signa-
ture on other copies is not required.
The use of signature stamps is accept-
able. A signed legible carbon or other
copy of the export declaration is ac-
ceptable as an ‘‘original’’ of the SED.

[65 FR 42561, July 10, 2000]

§ 30.5 Number of copies of Shipper’s
Export Declaration required.

(a) Except as provided elsewhere in
these regulations the Shipper’s Export
Declaration shall be delivered to the
carrier or postmasters, as specified in
§§ 30.12 and 30.15, in the following num-
ber of copies:

(1) In duplicate for shipments, except
by mail, destined to all foreign coun-
tries except Canada.

(2) One copy only for shipments to
Canada (see § 30.58 for exemption for
shipments from the United States to
Canada) and nonforeign areas.

(3) One copy only for mail shipments
to all destinations.

(b) In addition to the standard re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (a)
of this section, additional copies of
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