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legitimate right to receive information 
and to present their views regarding 
Agency activities. The Commission 
also recognizes that such persons may 
not have the financial means to travel 
to meet with Agency employees. How-
ever, because telephone conversations, 
by their very nature, are not suscep-
tible to public attendance, or partici-
pation, Agency employees must take 
care to ensure that telephone conversa-
tions are not utilized to circumvent 
the provisions of this part. 

(b) Two basic rules apply to tele-
phone conversations: 

(1) Any Agency employee holding a 
telephone conversation in which sub-
stantial interest matters are discussed 
with an outside party must prepare a 
telephone call summary of the con-
versation. The summary must meet the 
requirements of § 1012.5(b), and must be 
submitted to the Office of the Sec-
retary within twenty (20) calendar days 
of the conversation. The Office of the 
Secretary shall maintain file of tele-
phone call summaries in chronological 
order which shall be available to the 
public to the extent permitted by law. 

(2) All Agency employees must exer-
cise sound judgment in discussing 
substsantial interest matters during a 
telephone conversation. In the exercise 
of such discretion Agency employees 
should not hesitate to terminate a tele-
phone conversation and insist that the 
matters being discussed be postponed 
until an Agency meeting with appro-
priate advance public notice may be 
scheduled, or, if the outside party is fi-
nancially or otherwise unable to meet 
with the Agency employee, until the 
matter is presented to the Agency in 
writing.
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§ 1013.1 General policy considerations; 
scope. 

(a) In enacting the Government in 
the Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. 552b, the 
Congress stated the policy that, to the 
fullest practicable extent, the public is 
entitled to information regarding the 
decisionmaking processes of the Fed-
eral Government. The purpose of the 
Government in the Sunshine Act is to 
provide the public with such informa-
tion while protecting both the rights of 
individuals and the ability of the Gov-
ernment to carry out its responsibil-
ities. When the Commissioners of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
hold meetings for the purpose of joint-
ly conducting or disposing of Commis-
sion business they will conduct these 
meetings in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Government in the Sun-
shine Act. 

(b) This part 1013 prescribes rules the 
Commission follows in carrying out the 
Government in the Sunshine Act.

§ 1013.2 Definitions. 

(a) As used in this part 1013, the fol-
lowing terms shall have the respective 
meanings set forth in paragraphs (a), 
(c) and (d) of § 1011.2 of this subchapter: 
‘‘Agency,’’ ‘‘Commissioner,’’ ‘‘Com-
mission.’’

(b) Majority of the Commission. Three 
or more of the Commissioners. 

(c) Commission meeting. The joint de-
liberations of at least a majority of the 
Commission where such deliberations 
determine or result in the joint con-
duct or disposition of official Agency 
business. This term does not include 
meetings required or permitted by 
§ 1013.4(b) (to determine whether a 
meeting will be open or closed), meet-
ings required or permitted by § 1013.3(e) 
(to change the subject matter of a 
meeting or the determination to open 
or close a meeting after the public an-
nouncement) or meetings required or 
permitted by 1013.3(c) (to dispense with 
the one week advance notice of a meet-
ing).

VerDate May<13>2002 12:59 May 13, 2002 Jkt 197049 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197049T.XXX pfrm17 PsN: 197049T



28

16 CFR Ch. II (1–1–02 Edition)§ 1013.3

§ 1013.3 Announcement of Commission 
meetings and changes after an-
nouncement. 

(a) The Secretary of the Commission 
is responsible for preparing and making 
public the announcements and notices 
relating to Commission meetings that 
are required in this part. 

(b) The Agency shall announce each 
Commission meeting in the Public Cal-
endar or Master Calendar at least one 
week (seven calendar days) before the 
meeting. The Agency shall concur-
rently submit the announcement for 
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
The announcement and the FEDERAL 
REGISTER notice shall contain the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) The date, time, and place of the 
meeting; 

(2) The subject matter of the meet-
ing; 

(3) Whether the meeting will be open 
or closed to the public; 

(4) The name and phone number of 
the official who responds to requests 
for information about the meeting. 

(c) If a majority of the Commission 
determines by recorded vote that Agen-
cy business requires calling a meeting 
without seven calendar days advance 
public notice, the Office of the Sec-
retary shall announce this determina-
tion in the Public Calendar or Master 
Calendar at the earliest practicable 
time and shall concurrently transmit 
the announcement for publication in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(d) When necessary and at the direc-
tion of the Chairman, the Secretary 
shall change the time of a Commission 
meeting after the announcement in the 
Public Calendar or Master Calendar. 
Any such change shall be entered on 
the Master Calendar and such other no-
tice shall be given as is practicable. 

(e) After announcement of a Commis-
sion meeting in the Public Calendar or 
Master Calendar, the Commission may 
change the subject matter of a Com-
mission meeting or the decision to 
open or close a Commission meeting or 
portion thereof to the public, only if a 
majority of the Commission deter-
mines by recorded vote that Agency 
business so requires, and only if a ma-
jority of the Commission determines 
by recorded vote that no earlier an-
nouncement of the change was pos-

sible. The Commission shall announce 
the change in the Public Calendar or 
Master Calendar at the earliest prac-
ticable time before the meeting and 
shall concurrently transmit the an-
nouncement for publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. Announcement of the 
change shall include the vote of each 
Commissioner upon the change. (See 
also § 1013.4(d) for requirements for 
Commission reconsideration of a deci-
sion to open or close a meeting to the 
public.)

§ 1013.4 Public attendance at Commis-
sion meetings. 

(a) Attendance by the public. Every 
portion of every Commission meeting 
shall be open to public observation ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of 
this section. Notwithstanding the ap-
plicability of the exemptions contained 
in paragraph (b) of this section, a Com-
mission meeting or portions thereof 
shall be open to public observation 
when the Commission determines that 
the public interest so requires. The 
Commission shall take into account in 
all cases the relative advantages and 
disadvantages to the public of con-
ducting the Commission meeting in 
open session. The number of public ob-
servers shall be limited only by avail-
ability of space. Attendance by the 
public shall usually be limited to ob-
servation and shall not include partici-
pation except where, by majority vote, 
the Commission determines that data 
or views from certain members of the 
public will be permitted. To the extent 
their use does not interfere with the 
conduct of open meetings, cameras and 
sound-recording equipment may be 
used at open Commission meetings. 
The Chairman or presiding Commis-
sioner shall insure that use of such 
equipment does not disrupt the meet-
ing. 

(b) Exemptions to the requirement of 
openness. The requirement in para-
graph (a) of this section that all Com-
mission meetings be open to public ob-
servation shall not apply to any Com-
mission meeting or portion thereof for 
which the Commission has determined 
in accordance with the procedures for 
closing meetings set forth in paragraph 
(c) of this section, that such meeting or 
portion thereof is likely to:

VerDate May<13>2002 12:59 May 13, 2002 Jkt 197049 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197049T.XXX pfrm17 PsN: 197049T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-12-11T16:51:54-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




