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(3) The declaration shall be ready for 
production on demand for inspection 
and shall be presented as part of the 
original manifest when formal entry of 
the vessel is made. 

[T.D. 71–169, 36 FR 12602, July 2, 1971, as 
amended by T.D. 74–284, 39 FR 39718, Nov. 11, 
1974; T.D. 77–255, 42 FR 56319, Oct. 25, 1977; 
T.D. 80–237, 45 FR 64565, Sept. 30, 1980; T.D. 
83–214, 48 FR 46511, Oct. 13, 1983; T.D. 92–74, 57 
FR 35751, Aug. 11, 1992; T.D. 00–22, 65 FR 
16515, Mar. 29, 2000]

§ 4.7a Inward manifest; information re-
quired; alternative forms. 

The forms designated by § 4.7(a) as 
comprising the inward manifest shall 
be completed as follows: 

(a) Ship’s Stores Declaration. Articles 
to be retained aboard as sea or ship’s 
stores shall be listed on the Ship’s 
Stores Declaration, Customs Form 
1303. Less than whole packages of sea 
or ship’s stores may be described as 
‘‘sundry small and broken stores.’’

17–23 [Reserved] 
(b) Crew’s Effects Declaration. (Customs 

Form 1304). (1) The declaration number 
of the Crew Member’s Declaration, Cus-
toms Form 5129, prepared and signed by 
any officer or crewmember who intends 
to land articles in the United States, or 
the word ‘‘None,’’ shall be shown in 
item No. 7 on the Crew’s Effects Dec-
laration, Customs Form 1304 opposite 
the respective crewmember’s name. 

(2) In lieu of describing the articles 
on Customs Form 1304, the master may 
furnish a Crew List, Customs and Im-
migration Form I–418, endorsed as fol-
lows:

I certify that this list, with its supporting 
crewmembers’ declarations, is a true and 
complete manifest of all articles on board 
the vessel acquired abroad by myself and the 
officers and crewmembers of this vessel, 
other than articles exclusively for use on the 
voyage or which have been duly cleared 
through Customs in the United States.

————————————
(Master.)

The Crew List on Form I–418 shall 
show, opposite the crewmember’s 
name, his shipping article number and, 
in column 5, the declaration number. If 
the crewmember has nothing to de-
clare, the word ‘‘None’’ shall be placed 
opposite his name instead of a declara-
tion number. 

(3) For requirements concerning the 
preparation of Customs Form 5129, see 
subpart G of part 148 of this chapter. 

(4) Any articles which are required to 
be manifested and are not manifested 
shall be subject to forfeiture and the 
master shall be subjected to a penalty 
equal to the value thereof, as provided 
in section 584, Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended. 

(c) Cargo Declaration. (1) The Cargo 
Declaration, Customs Form 1302, shall 
list all the inward foreign cargo on 
board regardless of the port of dis-
charge. The block designated ‘‘Arrival’’ 
at the top of the form shall be checked. 
The name of the shipper shall be set 
forth in the column calling for such in-
formation and on the same line where 
the bill of lading is listed for that ship-
per’s merchandise. When more than 
one bill of lading is listed for merchan-
dise from the same shipper, ditto 
marks or the word ‘‘ditto’’ may be used 
to indicate the same shipper. The cargo 
described in column Nos. 6 and 7, and 
either column No. 8 or 9, shall refer to 
the respective bills of lading. Either 
column No. 8 or column No. 9 shall be 
used, as appropriate. The gross weight 
in column No. 8 shall be expressed in 
either pounds or kilograms. The meas-
urement in column No. 9 shall be ex-
pressed according to the unit of meas-
ure specified in the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
(19 U.S.C. 1202). 

(2)(i) When inward foreign cargo is 
being shipped by container, each bill of 
lading shall be listed in the column 
headed ‘‘B/L Nr.’’ in numerical se-
quence according to the bill of lading 
number. The number of the container 
which contains the cargo covered by 
that bill of lading and the number of 
the container seal shall be listed in col-
umn No. 6 opposite the bill of lading 
number. The number of any other bill 
of lading for cargo in that container 
also shall be listed in column No. 6 im-
mediately under the container and seal 
numbers. A description of the cargo 
shall be set forth in column No. 7 only 
if the covering bill of lading is listed in 
the column headed ‘‘B/L Nr.’’

(ii) As an alternative to the proce-
dure described in paragraph (i), a sepa-
rate list of the bills of lading covering 
each container on the vessel may be 
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submitted on Customs Form 1302 or on 
a separate sheet. If this procedure is 
used: 

(A) Each container number shall be 
listed in alphanumeric sequence by 
port of discharge in column No. 6 of 
Customs Form 1302, or on the separate 
sheet; and 

(B) The number of each bill of lading 
covering cargo in a particular con-
tainer, identifying the port of lading, 
shall be listed opposite the number of 
the container with that cargo in the 
column headed ‘‘B/L Nr.’’ if Customs 
Form 1302 is used, or either opposite or 
under the number of the container if a 
separate sheet is used. 

(iii) All bills of lading, whether 
issued by a carrier, freight forwarder, 
or other issuer, shall contain a unique 
identifier consisting of up to 16 char-
acters in length. The unique bill of lad-
ing number will be composed of two 
elements. The first element will be the 
first four characters consisting of the 
carrier or issuer’s four digit Standard 
Carrier Alpha Code (SCAC) assigned to 
the carrier in the National Motor 
Freight Traffic Association, Inc., Di-
rectory of Standard Multi-Modal Car-
rier and Tariff Agent Codes, applicable 
supplements thereto and reissues 
thereof. The second element may be up 
to 12 characters in length and may be 
either alpha and/or numeric. The 
unique identifier shall not be used by 
the carrier, freight forwarder or issuer 
for another bill of lading for a period of 
3 years after issuance. Customs proc-
essing of the unique identifier will be 
limited to checking the validity of the 
Standard Carrier Alpha Codes (SCAC) 
and ensuring that the identifier has 
not been duplicated within a 3-year pe-
riod. Carriers and broker/importers will 
be responsible for reconciliation of dis-
crepancies between manifests and en-
tries. Customs will not perform any 
reconciliation except in a post-audit 
process. 

(3) For shipment of containerized or 
palletized cargo, Customs officers shall 
accept a Cargo Declaration which indi-
cates that it has been prepared on the 
basis of information furnished by the 
shipper. The use of words of qualifica-
tion shall not limit the responsibility 
of a master to submit accurate Cargo 
Declarations or qualify the oath taken 

by the master as to the accuracy of his 
declaration. 

(i) If Cargo Declaration covers only 
containerized or palletized cargo, the 
following statement may be placed on 
the declaration:

The information appearing on the declara-
tion relating to the quantity and description 
of the cargo is in each instance based on the 
shipper’s load and count. I have no knowl-
edge or information which would lead me to 
believe or to suspect that the information 
furnished by the shipper is incomplete, inac-
curate, or false in any way.

(ii) If the Cargo Declaration covers 
conventional cargo and containerized 
or palletized cargo, or both, the use of 
the abbreviation ‘‘SLAC’’ for ‘‘ship-
per’s load and count,’’ or an appro-
priate abbreviation if similar words are 
used, is approved: Provided, That abbre-
viation is placed next to each contain-
erized or palletized shipment on the 
declaration and the following state-
ment is placed on the delaration:

The information appearing on this declara-
tion relating to the quantity and description 
of cargo preceded by the abbreviation 
‘‘SLAC’’ is in each instance based on the 
shipper’s load and count. I have no informa-
tion which would lead me to believe or to 
suspect that the information furnished by 
the shipper is incomplete, inaccurate, or 
false in any way.

(iii) The statements specified in para-
graphs (c)(3) (i) and (ii) of this section 
shall be placed on the last page of the 
Cargo Declaration. Words similar to 
‘‘the shipper’s load and count’’ may be 
substituted for those words in the 
statements. Vague expressions such as 
‘‘said to contain’’ or ‘‘accepted as con-
taining’’ are not acceptable. The use of 
an asterisk or other character instead 
of appropriate abbreviations, such as 
‘‘SLAC’’, is not acceptable. 

(d) Crew List. The Crew List shall be 
completed in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, United States 
Department of Justice (8 CFR part 251). 

(e) Passenger List. (1) The Passenger 
List shall be completed in accordance 
with § 4.50 and with the requirements of 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, U.S. Department of Justice (8 
CFR part 231), and the following cer-
tification shall be placed on its last 
page:
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I certify that Customs baggage declaration 
requirements have been made known to in-
coming passengers; that any required Cus-
toms baggage declarations have been or will 
simultaneously herewith be filed as required 
by law and regulation with the proper Cus-
toms officer; and that the responsibilities de-
volving upon this vessel in connection there-
with, if any, have been or will be discharged 
as required by law or regulation before the 
proper Customs officer. I further certify that 
there are no steerage passengers on board 
this vessel (46 U.S.C. 151–163).

————————————
Master

(2) If the vessel is carrying steerage 
passengers, the reference to steerage 
passengers shall be deleted from the 
certification, and the master shall 
comply with the requirements of § 4.50. 

(3) If there are no steerage passengers 
aboard upon arrival, the listing of the 
passengers may be in the form of a ves-
sel ‘‘souvenir passenger list,’’ or simi-
lar list, in which the names of the pas-
sengers are listed alphabetically and to 
which the certificate referred to in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section is at-
tached. 

(4) All baggage on board a vessel not 
accompanying a passenger and the 
marks or addresses thereof shall be 
listed on the last sheet of the passenger 
list under the caption ‘‘Unaccompanied 
baggage.’’

[T.D. 71–169, 36 FR 12602, July 2, 1971, as 
amended by T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2448, Jan. 26, 
1973; T.D. 77–255, 42 FR 56320, Oct. 25, 1977; 
T.D. 79–31, 44 FR 5649, Jan. 29, 1979; T.D. 85–
123, 50 FR 29952, July 23, 1985; T.D. 89–58, 54 
FR 20381, May 11, 1989; T.D. 93–66, 58 FR 44130, 
Aug. 19, 1993; T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 50010, Sept. 27, 
1995; T.D. 98–74, 63 FR 51287, Sept. 25, 1998]

§ 4.8 Preliminary entry. 
(a) Generally. Preliminary entry al-

lows a U.S. or foreign vessel arriving 
under circumstances that require it to 
formally enter, to commence lading 
and unlading operations prior to mak-
ing formal entry. Preliminary entry 
may be accomplished electronically 
pursuant to an authorized electronic 
data interchange system, or by any 
other means of communication ap-
proved by the Customs Service. 

(b) Requirements and conditions. Pre-
liminary entry must be made in com-
pliance with § 4.30, and may be granted 
prior to, at, or subsequent to arrival of 

the vessel. The granting of preliminary 
vessel entry by Customs at or subse-
quent to arrival of the vessel, is condi-
tioned upon the presentation to and ac-
ceptance by Customs of all forms, elec-
tronically or otherwise, comprising a 
complete manifest as provided in § 4.7. 
Vessels seeking preliminary entry in 
advance of arrival may do so by pre-
senting to Customs a complete Cus-
toms Form 1302 (Cargo Declaration) 
showing all cargo on board the vessel 
and Customs Form 3171, electronically 
or otherwise, no less than 48 hours 
prior to vessel arrival. The CF 3171 will 
also serve as notice of intended date of 
arrival. The port director may allow 
for the presentation of the CF 1302 and 
CF 3171 less than 48 hours prior to ar-
rival in order to grant advanced pre-
liminary entry if a vessel voyage takes 
less than 48 hours to complete from the 
last foreign port to the first U.S. port, 
or if other reasonable circumstances 
warrant. Preliminary entry granted in 
advance of arrival will become effec-
tive upon arrival at the port granting 
preliminary entry. Additionally, Cus-
toms must receive confirmation of a 
vessel’s estimated time of arrival in a 
manner acceptable to the port director. 

[T.D. 00–4, 65 FR 2872, Jan. 19, 2000]

§ 4.9 Formal entry. 
(a) General. Section 4.3 provides 

which vessels are subject to formal 
entry and where and when entry must 
be made. The formal entry of an Amer-
ican vessel is governed by section 434, 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1434). The 
term ‘‘American vessel’’ means a vessel 
of the United States (see § 4.0(b)) as 
well as, when arriving by sea, a vessel 
entitled to be documented except for 
its size (see § 4.0(c)). The formal entry 
of a foreign vessel arriving within the 
limits of any Customs port is also gov-
erned by section 434, Tariff Act of 1930 
(19 U.S.C. 1434). Alternatively, informa-
tion necessary for formal entry may be 
transmitted electronically pursuant to 
a system authorized by Customs. 

(b) Procedures for American vessels. 
Under certain circumstances, Amer-
ican vessels arriving in ports of the 
United States directly from other 
United States ports must make entry. 
Entry of such vessels is required when 
they have merchandise aboard which is 
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