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SUBCHAPTER E—EDUCATION

PART 31—FEDERAL SCHOOLS FOR 
INDIANS

Sec.
31.0 Definitions. 
31.1 Enrollment in Federal schools. 
31.2 Use of Federal school facilities. 
31.3 Non-Indian pupils in Indian schools. 
31.4 Compulsory attendance. 
31.5 Consent for transfer. 
31.6 Coercion prohibited. 
31.7 Handling of student funds in Federal 

school facilities.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1, 41 Stat. 410; 25 U.S.C. 
282, unless otherwise noted.

SOURCE: 22 FR 10533, Dec. 24, 1957, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 31.0 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
(a) School district means the local unit 

of school administration as defined by 
the laws of the State in which it is lo-
cated. 

(b) Cooperative school means a school 
operated under a cooperative agree-
ment between a school district and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in conform-
ance with State and Federal school 
laws and regulations. 

(35 Stat. 72, 25 U.S.C. 295) 

[33 FR 6472, Apr. 27, 1968]

§ 31.1 Enrollment in Federal schools. 

(a) Enrollment in Bureau-operated 
schools is available to children of one-
fourth or more degree of Indian blood 
reside within the exterior boundaries of 
Indian reservations under the jurisdic-
tion of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or 
on trust or restricted lands under the 
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs except when there are other ap-
propriate school facilities available to 
them as hereinafter provided in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(b) Enrollment in Bureau-operated 
boarding schools may also be available 
to children of one-fourth or more de-
gree of Indian blood who reside near 
the reservation when a denial of such 
enrollment would have a direct effect 
upon Bureau programs within the res-
ervation. 

(c) Children of Federal employees, 
whether Indian or non-Indian, are 
deemed eligible on the same basis as 
other eligible students for enrollment 
at facilities provided by the school dis-
trict (including cooperative schools) 
wherein they reside. 

(35 Stat. 72, 25 U.S.C. 295) 

[33 FR 6473, Apr. 27, 1968; 33 FR 6968, May 9, 
1968]

§ 31.2 Use of Federal school facilities. 
Federal Indian school facilities may 

be used for community activities and 
for adult education activities upon ap-
proval by the superintendent or officer 
in charge.

§ 31.3 Non-Indian pupils in Indian 
schools. 

Indian and non-Indian children who 
are not eligible for enrollment in Bu-
reau-operated schools under § 31.1 may 
be enrolled in such schools under the 
following conditions: 

(a) In boarding schools upon payment 
of tuition fees, which shall not exceed 
the per capita cost of maintenance in 
the school attended, when their pres-
ence will not exclude Indian pupils eli-
gible under § 31.1. 

(b) In day schools in areas where 
there are no other adequate free school 
facilities available, tuition fees may be 
charged for such enrollment at the dis-
cretion of the superintendent or other 
officer in charge provided such fees 
shall not exceed the tuition fees al-
lowed or charged by the State or coun-
ty in which such school is located for 
the children admitted in the public 
schools of such State or county. 

(34 Stat. 1018, 35 Stat. 783, 40 Stat. 564; 25 
U.S.C. 288, 289, 297) 

[29 FR 5828, May 2, 1964]

§ 31.4 Compulsory attendance. 
Compulsory school attendance of In-

dian children is provided for by law. 

(60 Stat. 962; 25 U.S.C. 231)

CROSS REFERENCE: For penalties for the 
failure of Indians to send children to school 
and for contributing to the delinquency of 
minors, see § 11.424 of this chapter.
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