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Subpart E—Construction and 
Equipment

§ 24.165 Premises. 

Wine premises will be located, con-
structed, and equipped, subject to ap-
proval by the appropriate ATF officer, 
in a manner suitable for the operations 
to be conducted and to afford adequate 
protection to the revenue. (Sec. 201, 
Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1378, as amend-
ed, 1379, as amended, 1380, as amended, 
1381, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5351, 5352, 
5357, 5361, 5363)) 

[T.D. ATF–299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 
22, 1999]

§ 24.166 Buildings or rooms. 

All buildings or rooms on wine prem-
ises in which wine operations or other 
operations as are authorized in this 
part are conducted will be located, con-
structed, and equipped in a manner 
suitable for the intended purpose and 
to afford adequate protection to the 
revenue. Each building or room will be 
constructed of substantial materials 
and separated from adjacent or contig-
uous buildings, rooms, or designated 
areas in a manner satisfactory to the 
appropriate ATF officer. Where spirits 
are to be received and stored in pack-
ages, a storage room equipped for lock-
ing will be provided. The proprietor 
shall make provisions to assure ATF 
officers have ready ingress to and 
egress from any building or room on 
wine premises, and shall furnish at the 
request of the appropriate ATF officer 
evidence that the means of ingress and 
egress by ATF officers are assured. 
Where the appropriate ATF officer 
finds that any building or room on 
wine premises is located, constructed, 
or equipped as to afford inadequate 
protection to the revenue, the propri-
etor will be required to make changes 
in location, construction, or equipment 
to the extent necessary to afford ade-
quate protection to the revenue. (Sec. 
201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1378, as 

amended, 1379, as amended (26 U.S.C. 
5352, 5357)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0058) 

[T.D. ATF–299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 
22, 1999]

§ 24.167 Tanks. 
(a) General. All tanks on wine prem-

ises used for wine operations or for 
other operations as are authorized in 
this part will be suitable for the in-
tended purpose. Each tank used for 
wine operations will be located, con-
structed, and equipped as to permit 
ready examination and a means of ac-
curately determining the contents. 
Any tank used for wine operations not 
enclosed within a building or room will 
be enclosed within a secure fence un-
less the premises where the tank is lo-
cated are enclosed by a fence or wall, 
or all tank openings are equipped for 
locking and are locked when used for 
wine operations and there is no propri-
etor’s representative on the wine prem-
ises, or the appropriate ATF officer has 
approved some other adequate means 
of revenue protection. All open tanks 
will be under a roof or other suitable 
covering. 

(b) Other requirements. Each tank 
used for the taxpayment of wine, stor-
age of spirits, or spirits additions will 
be constructed and equipped as follows: 

(1) An accurate means of measuring 
the contents of each tank will be pro-
vided by the proprietor. When a means 
of measuring is not a permanent fix-
ture of the tank, the tank will be 
equipped with a fixed device to allow 
the approximate contents to be deter-
mined readily; 

(2) Safe access to all parts of a tank 
will be provided by the proprietor; 

(3) Tanks may not be used until they 
are accurately calibrated and a state-
ment of certification of accurate cali-
bration is on file at the premises; 

(4) If a tank or its means of meas-
uring is changed as to location or posi-
tion subsequent to original calibration, 
the tank may not be used until recali-
brated; and 
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(5) All openings in tanks used for the 
storage, weighing, or measuring of 
spirits, or for the addition of spirits to 
wine, will be equipped for locking or 
have a similar means of revenue pro-
tection. Any vents, flame arrestors, 
foam devices, or other safety devices 
affixed to a spirits tank will be con-
structed to prevent extraction of the 
contents of the tank. (Sec. 201, Pub. L. 
85–859, 72 Stat. 1378, as amended, 1379, 
as amended, 1395, as amended (26 U.S.C. 
5352, 5357, 5552)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0058) 

[T.D. ATF–299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–312, 56 FR 31078, July 
9, 1991; T.D. ATF–409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 22, 
1999]

§ 24.168 Identification of tanks. 
(a) General. Each tank, barrel, pun-

cheon, or similar bulk container, used 
to ferment wine or used to process or 
store wine, spirits, or wine making ma-
terials will have the contents marked 
and will be marked as required by this 
section. 

(b) Tank markings. (1) Each tank will 
have a unique serial number; 

(2) Each tank will be marked to show 
its current use, either by permanent 
markings or by removable signs of du-
rable material; and 

(3) If used to store wine made in ac-
cordance with a formula, the formula 
number will be marked or otherwise in-
dicated on the tank. 

(c) Puncheon and barrel markings. 
Puncheons and barrels, or similar bulk 
containers over 100 gallons capacity, 
will be marked in the same manner as 
tanks. A permanent serial number need 
not be marked on puncheons and bar-
rels, or similar bulk containers of less 
than 100 gallons capacity, used for stor-
age, but the capacity will be perma-
nently marked. (Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–
859, 72 Stat. 1378, as amended, 1379, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5352, 5357)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0503)

§ 24.169 Pipelines. 
Pipelines, including flexible hoses, 

used to convey wine, spirits, or volatile 
fruit-flavor concentrate will be con-
structed, connected, arranged, and se-

cured so as to afford adequate protec-
tion to the revenue and to permit 
ready examination. The appropriate 
ATF officer may approve pipelines 
which cannot be readily examined if no 
jeopardy to the revenue is created. 
(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1378, 
as amended, 1379, as amended, 1395, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5352, 5357, 5552)) 

[T.D. ATF–299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 
22, 1999]

§ 24.170 Measuring devices and testing 
instruments. 

(a) Measuring devices. The appropriate 
ATF officer may at any time require 
proprietors to provide at their own ex-
pense equipment for ascertaining the 
capacity and contents of tanks and 
other storage containers, and scales 
and measuring devices for weighing 
and measuring wine, spirits, volatile 
fruit-flavor concentrate, or materials 
received and used in the production or 
treatment of wine. Where winemaking 
materials or other materials used in 
the treatment of wine are used imme-
diately upon receipt on wine premises, 
or received and stored on bonded wine 
premises in original sealed shipping 
containers with a stated capacity, the 
quantity shown on the commercial in-
voice or other document covering the 
shipment may be accepted by the pro-
prietor and entered into records in lieu 
of measuring the materials upon re-
ceipt. 

(b) Testing instruments. The proprietor 
shall have ready access to equipment 
for determining the alcohol content 
unless the proprietor only receives and 
stores on wine premises bottled or 
packed wine with evidence showing the 
alcohol content has been determined. 
The proprietor who bottles or packs 
wine shall have ready access to equip-
ment for determining the net contents 
of bottled or packed wine. The appro-
priate ATF officer may require other 
testing instruments based upon the 
proprietor’s operations. (Sec. 201, Pub. 
L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1379, as amended, 
1395, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5357, 5552)) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0298) 

[T.D. ATF–299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 
22, 1999]
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