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spirits not so treated, unless it is de-
termined that the composition of the 
spirits is the same, notwithstanding 
the storage in different kinds of coop-
erage or the treatment of a portion of 
the spirits; 

(f) The use (except as authorized for 
production or storage operations as 
provided by 27 CFR part 19) of any 
physical or chemical process or any ap-
paratus which accelerates the matur-
ing of the spirits; 

(g) The steeping or soaking of fruits, 
berries, aromatic herbs, roots, seeds, 
etc., in spirits or wines; 

(h) The artificial carbonating of spir-
its; 

(i) The blending in Puerto Rico of 
spirits with any liquors manufactured 
outside of Puerto Rico; 

(j) The production of gin by— 
(1) Redistillation over juniper berries 

and other natural aromatics, or the ex-
tracted oils of such, of spirits distilled 
at or above 190 degrees of proof, free 
from impurities, including spirits of 
such a nature recovered by redistilla-
tion of imperfect gin spirits; and 

(2) Mixing gin with other spirits; 
(k) The treatment of gin by— 
(1) Addition or abstraction of any 

substance or material other than pure 
water after redistillation in a manner 
that would change its class and type 
designation; and 

(2) Addition of any substance or ma-
terial other than juniper berries or 
other natural aromatics, or the ex-
tracted oils of such, or pure water to 
the spirits, before or during redistilla-
tion, in a manner that would change 
its class and type designation; 

(l) The production of vodka by— 
(1) Treatment of neutral spirits with 

not less than one ounce of activated 
carbon per 100 wine gallons of spirits; 

(2) Redistillation of pure spirits so as 
to be without distinctive character, 
aroma, taste, or color; 

(3) Mixing with other spirits or with 
any other substance or material except 
pure water, after production; and 

(m) The recovery of spirits by redis-
tillation from distilled spirits products 
containing other alcoholic ingredients 
and from spirits which have previously 
been entered for deposit. However, no 
formula shall be required for spirits re-
distilled into any type of neutral spir-

its other than vodka or spirits redis-
tilled at less than 190 degrees of proof 
which lack the taste, aroma and other 
characteristics generally attributed to 
whisky, brandy, rum, or gin, and are 
designated as ‘‘Spirits,’’ preceded or 
followed by a word or phrase descrip-
tive of the material from which pro-
duced. Such spirits redistilled on or 
after July 1, 1972, may not be des-
ignated ‘‘Spirits Grain’’ or ‘‘Grain 
Spirits.’’

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68A Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8463, Mar. 1, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–259, 52 FR 41423, Oct. 
28, 1987]

§ 5.28 Adoption of predecessor’s for-
mulas. 

The adoption by a successor of ap-
proved Forms 5110.38 (27–B Supple-
mental) shall be in the form of an ap-
plication filed with the appropriate 
ATF officer. The application shall list 
the formulas for adoption by: 

(a) Formula number, 
(b) Name of product, and 
(c) Date of approval. 

The application shall clearly show that 
the predecessor has authorized the use 
of his previously approved formulas by 
the successor.

Subpart D—Labeling 
Requirements for Distilled Spirits

§ 5.31 General. 
(a) Application. No person engaged in 

business as a distiller, rectifier, im-
porter, wholesaler, or warehouseman 
and bottler, directly or indirectly, or 
through an affiliate, shall sell or ship 
or deliver for sale or shipment or oth-
erwise introduce in interstate or for-
eign commerce, or receive therein, or 
remove from customs custody, any dis-
tilled spirits in bottles, unless such 
bottles are marked, branded, labeled, 
or packaged, in conformity with §§ 5.31 
through 5.42. 

(b) Alteration of labels. It shall be un-
lawful for any person to alter, muti-
late, destroy, obliterate, or remove any 
mark, brand, or label on distilled spir-
its held for sale in interstate or foreign 
commerce or after shipment therein, 
except: 
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(1) As authorized by Federal law; 
(2) When an additional labeling or re-

labeling of bottled distilled spirits is 
accomplished with labels covered by 
certificates of label approval which 
comply with the requirements of this 
part and with State law; 

(3) That there may be added to the 
bottle, after removal from customs 
custody, or prior to or after removal 
from bonded premises, without applica-
tion for permission to relabel, a label 
identifying the wholesale or retail dis-
tributor thereof or identifying the pur-
chaser or consumer, and containing no 
references whatever to the characteris-
tics of the product. 

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68A Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20637, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–62, 44 FR 71621, Dec. 
11, 1979; T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 
1985]

§ 5.32 Mandatory label information. 
There shall be stated: 
(a) On the brand label: 
(1) Brand name. 
(2) Class and type, in accordance with 

§ 5.35. 
(3) Alcoholic content, in accordance 

with § 5.37. 
(4) In the case of distilled spirits 

packaged in containers for which no 
standard of fill is prescribed in § 5.47, 
net contents in accordance with 
§ 5.38(b) or § 5.38a(b)(2). 

(b) On the brand label or on a back 
label: 

(1) Name and address, in accordance 
with § 5.36. 

(2) In the case of imported spirits, the 
country of origin, in accordance with 
§ 5.36. 

(3) In the case of distilled spirits 
packaged in containers conforming to 
the standards of fill prescribed in § 5.47 
or § 5.47a, net contents in accordance 
with § 5.38(a), § 5.38a(a), or § 5.38a(b)(1). 

(4) Coloring or flavoring, in accord-
ance with § 5.39. 

(5) A statement that the product con-
tains FD&C Yellow No. 5, where that 
coloring material is used in a product 
bottled on or after October 6, 1984. 

(6) The following statement when 
saccharin is present in the finished 
product: Use of this product may be 
hazardous to your health. This product 

contains saccharin which has been de-
termined to cause cancer in laboratory 
animals. 

(7) Declaration of sulfites. There shall 
be stated, the statement ‘‘Contains sul-
fites’’ or ‘‘Contains (a) sulfiting 
agent(s)’’ or a statement identifying 
the specific sulfiting agent where sul-
fur dioxide or a sulfiting agent is de-
tected at a level of 10 or more parts per 
million, measured as total sulfur diox-
ide. The sulfite declaration may appear 
on a strip label or neck label in lieu of 
appearing on the front or back label. 
The provisions of this paragraph shall 
apply to: 

(i) Any certificate of label approval 
issued on or after January 9, 1987; 

(ii) Any distilled spirits bottled on or 
after July 9, 1987, regardless of the date 
of issuance of the certificate of label 
approval; and, 

(iii) Any distilled spirits removed on 
or after January 9, 1988. 

(8) Percentage of neutral spirits and 
name of commodity from which dis-
tilled, or in the case of continuously 
distilled neutral spirits or gin, the 
name of the commodity only, in ac-
cordance with § 5.39. 

(9) A statement of age or age and per-
centage, when required, in accordance 
with § 5.40. 

(10) State of distillation of domestic 
types of whisky and straight whisky, 
except light whisky and blends, in ac-
cordance with § 5.36. 

(c) In the case of a container which 
has been excepted under the provisions 
of § 5.46(d), the information required to 
appear on the ‘‘brand label,’’ as de-
fined, may appear elsewhere on such 
container if it can be demonstrated 
that the container cannot reasonably 
be so designed that the required brand 
label can be properly affixed. 

(Paragraph (b)(7) approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under Control No. 
1512–0469) 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20337, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–25, 41 FR 10220, Mar. 
10, 1976; 41 FR 11022, Mar. 16, 1976; T.D. ATF–
94, 46 FR 55096, Nov. 6, 1981; T.D. ATF–150, 48 
FR 45556, Oct. 6, 1983; 48 FR 46518, Oct. 13, 
1983; T.D. ATF–220, 50 FR 51852, Dec. 20, 1985; 
T.D. ATF–236, 51 FR 34710, Sept. 30, 1986; T.D. 
ATF–282, 54 FR 7162, Feb. 16, 1989; T.D. ATF–
312, 56 FR 31077, July 9, 1991; T.D. ATF–344, 58 
FR 40354, July 28, 1993; T.D. ATF–425, 65 FR 
11891, Mar. 7, 2000]
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§ 5.33 Additional requirements. 
(a) Contrasting background. Labels 

shall be so designed that the state-
ments required by this subpart are 
readily legible under ordinary condi-
tions, and such statements shall be on 
a contrasting background. 

(b) Location of statements and size of 
type. (1) Statements required by this 
subpart, except brand names, shall ap-
pear generally parallel to the base on 
which the bottle rests as it is designed 
to be displayed or shall be otherwise 
equally conspicuous. 

(2) Statements required by this sub-
part, except brand names and the dec-
laration of sulfites in § 5.32(b)(7), shall 
be separate and apart from any other 
descriptive or explanatory matters. 

(3) If not separate and apart from 
other descriptive or explanatory mat-
ter printed on the label, the statement 
declaring the presence of sulfites shall 
be of a size substantially more con-
spicuous than surrounding nonmanda-
tory labeling information. 

(4) Statements of the type of distilled 
spirits shall be as conspicuous as the 
statement of the class to which it re-
fers, and in direct conjunction there-
with. 

(5) Statements required by this sub-
part, except brand names, shall be in 
script, type, or printing not smaller 
than 2 millimeters (or 8-point gothic 
until January 1, 1983), except that, in 
the case of labels on bottles of 200 mil-
liliters or less capacity, such script, 
type, or printing shall not be smaller 
than 1 millimeter (or 6-point gothic 
until January 1, 1983). 

(6) When net contents are stated ei-
ther in metric measures or in both 
metric and U.S. fluid measures, state-
ments required by the subpart, except 
brand names, shall be in script, type, 
or printing not smaller than 2 millime-
ters (or 8-point gothic until January 1, 
1983), except that, in the case of labels 
on bottles of 200 milliliters or less ca-
pacity such script, type, or printing 
shall not be smaller than 1 millimeter 
(or 6-point gothic until January 1, 
1983). 

(c) English language. The require-
ments of this subpart shall be stated in 
the English language, except that the 
brand name need not be in English, and 
for products bottled for consumption 

within Puerto Rico the required infor-
mation may be stated in the Spanish 
language if the net contents and, if the 
product is an imitation, the word 
‘‘imitation’’ are also stated in the 
English language. 

(d) Location of label. Labels shall not 
obscure government stamps or be ob-
scured thereby. Labels shall not ob-
scure any markings or information re-
quired to be permanently marked in 
the bottle by other U.S. Treasury De-
partment regulations. 

(e) Labels firmly affixed. Labels which 
are not an integral part of the bottle 
shall be affixed to bottles in such man-
ner that they cannot be removed with-
out thorough application of water or 
other solvents. 

(f) Additional information on labels. 
Labels may contain information other 
than the mandatory label information 
required by this subpart if the informa-
tion does not conflict with, or in any 
manner qualify, statements required 
by this part. 

(g) Contents of bottles. A complete and 
accurate statement of the contents of 
the bottles to which labels are to be or 
have been affixed shall be submitted, 
on request, to the appropriate ATF of-
ficer. 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20337, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–66, 45 FR 40548, June 
13, 1980; T.D. ATF–94, 46 FR 55096, Nov. 6, 
1981; T.D. ATF–236, 51 FR 34710, Sept. 30, 1986; 
T.D. ATF–425, 65 FR 11891, Mar. 7, 2000]

§ 5.34 Brand names. 
(a) Misleading brand names. No label 

shall contain any brand name, which, 
standing alone, or in association with 
other printed or graphic matter, cre-
ates any impression or inference as to 
the age, origin, identity, or other char-
acteristics of the product unless the 
appropriate ATF officer finds that such 
brand name (when appropriately quali-
fied if required) conveys no erroneous 
impressions as to the age, origin, iden-
tity, or other characteristics of the 
product. 

(b) Trade name of foreign origin. Para-
graph (a) of this section does not pro-
hibit the use by any person of any 
trade name or brand of foreign origin 
not effectively registered in the U.S. 
Patent Office on August 29, 1935, which 
has been used by such person or his 
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predecessors in the United States for a 
period of at least 5 years immediately 
preceding August 29, 1935: Provided, 
That if such trade name or brand is 
used, the designation of the product 
shall be qualified by the name of the 
locality in the United States in which 
produced, and such qualification shall 
be in script, type, or printing as con-
spicuous as the trade name or brand.

§ 5.35 Class and type. 
(a) Designation of product. The class 

and type of distilled spirits shall be 
stated in conformity with § 5.22 if de-
fined therein. In all other instances the 
product shall be designated in accord-
ance with trade and consumer under-
standing thereof, or, if no such under-
standing exists, by a distinctive or fan-
ciful name, and in either case (except 
as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section) followed by a truthful and ade-
quate statement of composition. The 
word ‘‘cordial’’ or ‘‘liqueur’’ need not 
be stated in the case of cordials and li-
queurs unless the appropriate ATF offi-
cer finds such word is necessary to 
clearly indicate that the product is a 
cordial or liqueur. 

(b) Products designed in accordance 
with trade and consumer understanding. 
In the case of products designated in 
accordance with trade and consumer 
understanding: 

(1) A statement of the classes and 
types of distilled spirits used in the 
manufacture thereof shall be deemed a 
sufficient statement of composition in 
the case of highballs, cocktails, and 
similar prepared specialties when the 
designation adequately indicates to the 
consumer the general character of the 
product. 

(2) No statement of composition is re-
quired if the designation through gen-
eral and established usage adequately 
indicates to the consumer the composi-
tion of the product. 
A product shall not bear a designation 
which indicates it contains a class or 
type of distilled spirits unless the dis-
tilled spirits therein conform to such 
class and type. 

(c) Origin of whiskies in mixtures. In 
the case of any of the types of whisky 
defined in § 5.22(b), Class 2, which con-
tains any whisky or whiskies produced 
in a country other than that indicated 

by the type designation, there shall be 
stated on the brand label the percent-
age of such whisky and the country or 
origin thereof. In the case of mixtures 
of whisky, not conforming to any type 
designation in § 5.22(b), Class 2, the 
components of which were distilled in 
more than one country, there shall be 
stated in direct conjunction with the 
class designation ‘‘whisky’’ a truthful 
and adequate statement of the com-
position of the product. 

(d) Whisky manufactured in Scotland, 
Ireland, or Canada. All whisky manu-
factured in Scotland, Ireland, or Can-
ada, shall be deemed to be Scotch, 
Irish, or Canadian whisky, and shall be 
so designated, in conformity with 
§ 5.22(b) (7), (8), and (9), unless the appli-
cation of such designation to the par-
ticular product will result in consumer 
deception, or unless such a product is 
not entitled to such designation under 
the laws of the country in which manu-
factured. 

(e) Cordials and liqueurs. The alco-
holic components of cordails and li-
queurs may, but need not, be stated on 
labels.

§ 5.36 Name and address. 

(a) ‘‘Bottled by’’. (1) On labels of do-
mestic distilled spirits there shall be 
stated the phrase ‘‘bottled by’’, 
‘‘packed by’’, or ‘‘filled by’’, imme-
diately followed by the name (or trade 
name) of the bottler and the place 
where such distilled spirits are bottled. 
If the bottler is the actual bona fide op-
erator of more than one distilled spir-
its plant engaged in bottling oper-
ations, there may, in addition, be stat-
ed immediately following the name (or 
trade name) of such bottler the ad-
dresses of such other plants. 

(2) Where distilled spirits are bottled 
by or for the distiller thereof, there 
may be stated, in lieu of the phrase 
‘‘bottled by’’, ‘‘packed by’’, or ‘‘filled 
by’’, followed by the bottler’s name (or 
trade name) and address, the phrase 
‘‘distilled by’’, followed by the name, 
or the trade name under which the par-
ticular spirits were distilled, or (except 
in the case of distilled spirits labeled 
as bottled in bond) any trade name 
shown on the distiller’s permit (cov-
ering the premises where the particular 
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spirits were distilled), and the address 
(or addresses) of the distiller. 

(3) Where ‘‘straight whiskies’’ of the 
same type which have been produced in 
the same State by two or more dif-
ferent distillers are combined (either 
at time of bottling or at a 
warehouseman’s bonded premises for 
further storage) and subsequently bot-
tled and labeled as ‘‘straight whisky,’’ 
such ‘‘straight whisky’’ shall be labeled 
in accordance with the requirements of 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. Where 
such ‘‘straight whisky’’ is bottled by or 
for the distillers thereof, there may be 
stated on the label, in lieu of the re-
quirements of paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section, the phraise ‘‘distilled by,’’ fol-
lowed by the names (or trade names) of 
the different distillers who distilled a 
portion of the ‘‘straight whisky,’’ the 
addresses of the distilleries where the 
‘‘straight whisky’’ was distilled, and 
the percentage of ‘‘straight whisky’’ 
distilled by each distiller (with a toler-
ance of plus or minus 2 percent). In the 
case where ‘‘straight whisky’’ is made 
up of a mixture of ‘‘straight whiskies’’ 
of the same type from two or more dif-
ferent distilleries of the same propri-
etor located within the same State, 
and where the ‘‘straight whisky’’ is 
bottled by or for the proprietor thereof, 
such ‘‘straight whisky’’ may be la-
beled, in lieu of the requirements of 
paragraph (a)(1) of the this section, 
with the phrase ‘‘distilled by’’ followed 
by the name (or trade name) of the pro-
prietor and the addresses of the dif-
ferent distilleries which distilled a por-
tion of the ‘‘straight whisky.’’

(4) Where distilled spirits are bottled 
by or for the rectifier thereof, there 
may be stated, in lieu of the phrase 
‘‘bottled by’’, ‘‘packed by’’, or ‘‘filled 
by’’, followed by the bottler’s name (or 
trade name) and address, the phrases 
‘‘blended by’’, ‘‘made by’’, ‘‘prepared 
by’’, ‘‘manufactured by’’, or ‘‘produced 
by’’ (whichever may be appropriate to 
the act of rectification involved) fol-
lowed by the name (or trade name), and 
the address (or addresses) of the rec-
tifier. 

(5) In addition to the requirements of 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this para-
graph, the labels of bottled in bond 
spirits shall bear the real name of the 
distillery or the trade name under 

which the distillery produced and 
warehoused the spirits, the number of 
the plant in which produced and the 
number of the plant in which bottled. 

(6) The label may state the address of 
the proprietor’s principal place of busi-
ness in lieu of the place where the bot-
tling, distilling or rectification oper-
ation occurred, if the address where the 
operation occurred is indicated by 
printing, coding, or other markings, on 
the label or on the bottle. 

(b) ‘‘Imported by’’. (1) On labels of im-
ported distilled spirits, bottled prior to 
importation, there shall be stated the 
words ‘‘imported by’’, ‘‘imported exclu-
sively by’’, or a similar appropriate 
phrase, and immediately thereafter the 
name of the importer, or exclusive 
agent, or sole distributor, or other per-
son responsible for the importation, to-
gether with the principal place of busi-
ness in the United States of such per-
son. 

(2) On labels of imported distilled 
spirits bottled after importation there 
shall be stated: 

(i) The name of the bottler and place 
where bottled, immediately preceded 
by the words ‘‘bottled by’’, ‘‘packed 
by’’, or ‘‘filled by’’; or 

(ii) The name of the bottler and place 
where bottled, immediately preceded 
by the words ‘‘bottled by’’, ‘‘packed 
by’’, or ‘‘filled by’’ and in conjunction 
therewith the name and address of the 
person responsible for the importation, 
in the manner prescribed in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section; or 

(iii) The name and principal place of 
business in the United States of the 
person responsible for the importation, 
if the spirits are bottled for such per-
son, immediately preceded by the 
phrase ‘‘imported by and bottled 
(packed), (filled) in the United States 
for’’ (or a similar appropriate phrase); 
or, 

(iv) In the case of imported distilled 
spirits bottled after importation by the 
person responsible for the importation, 
the words ‘‘imported and bottled 
(packed), (filled) by’’, ‘‘imported and 
bottled (packed), (filled) exclusively 
by’’, or a similar appropriate phrase, 
and immediately thereafter the name 
of such person and the address of the 
place where bottled or the address of 
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such person’s principal place of busi-
ness. 

(c) Post office address. The ‘‘place’’ 
stated shall be the post office address, 
except that the street address may be 
omitted. No additional places or ad-
dresses shall be stated for the same 
person, firm or corporation, unless (1) 
such person or retailer is actively en-
gaged in the conduct of an additional 
bona fide and actual alcoholic beverage 
business at such additional place or ad-
dress, and (2) the label also contains in 
direct conjunction therewith, appro-
priate descriptive material indicating 
the function occurring at such addi-
tional place or address. 

(d) State of distillation. Except in the 
case of ‘‘light whisky’’, ‘‘blended light 
whisky’’, ‘‘blended whisky’’, ‘‘a blend 
of straight whiskies’’, or ‘‘spirit whis-
ky’’, the State of distillation shall be 
shown on the label of any whisky pro-
duced in the United States if the whis-
ky is not distilled in the State given in 
the address on the brand label. The ap-
propriate ATF officer may, however, 
require the State of distillation to be 
shown on the label or he may permit 
such other labeling as may be nec-
essary to negate any misleading or de-
ceptive impression which might be cre-
ated as to the actual State of distilla-
tion. In the case of ‘‘light whisky’’, as 
defined in § 5.22(b)(3), the State of dis-
tillation shall not appear in any man-
ner on any label, when the appropriate 
ATF officer finds such State is associ-
ated by consumers with an American 
type whisky, except as a part of a name 
and address as set forth in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

(e) Country of origin. On labels of im-
ported distilled spirits there shall be 
stated the country of origin in substan-
tially the following form ‘‘Product of 
llllll’’, the blank to be filled in 
with the name of the country of origin. 

(f) Trade names. The trade name of 
any permittee appearing on any label 

must be identical to the trade name 
listed on the permittee’s basic permit. 

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68A Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20637, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–62, 44 FR 71621, Dec. 
11, 1979; T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 
1985; T.D. ATF–259, 52 FR 41423, Oct. 28, 1987; 
T.D. ATF–260, 52 FR 42101, Nov. 3, 1987; T.D. 
ATF–425, 65 FR 11891, Mar. 7, 2000]

§ 5.37 Alcohol content. 

(a) Statements—(1) Mandatory state-
ment. The alcohol content for distilled 
spirits shall be stated in percent-alco-
hol-by-volume. Products such as ‘‘Rock 
and Rye. or similar products con-
taining a significant amount of solid 
material shall state the alcohol con-
tent at the time of bottling as follows: 
‘‘Bottled at lll percent-alcohol-by-
volume.’’

(2) Optional statement. In addition, the 
label may also state the alcohol con-
tent in degrees of proof if this informa-
tion appears in direct conjunction (i.e. 
with no intervening material) with the 
statement expressed in percent-alco-
hol-by-volume. If both forms of alcohol 
content are shown, the optional state-
ment in degrees of proof shall be placed 
in parentheses, in brackets, or other-
wise distinguished from the mandatory 
statement in percent-alcohol-by-by-
volume to emphasize the fact that both 
expressions of alcohol content mean 
the same thing. 

(b) Tolerances. The following toler-
ances shall be allowed (without affect-
ing the labeled statement of alcohol 
content) for losses of alcohol content 
occurring during bottling: 

(1) Not to exceed 0.25 percent alcohol 
by volume for spirits containing solids 
in excess of 600 mg per 100 ml; or 

(2) Not to exceed 0.25 percent alcohol 
by volume for any spirits product bot-
tled in 50 or 100 ml size bottles; or 
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(3) Not to exceed 0.15 percent alcohol 
by volume for all other spirits. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under Control Number 1512–0482) 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1394, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301(a)); 49 Stat. 917, as 
amended (27 U.S.C. 205(e)) 

[T.D. ATF–237, 51 FR 36394, Oct. 10, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–288, 54 FR 47769, Nov. 
17, 1989]

§ 5.38 Net contents. 
(a) Bottles conforming to metric stand-

ards of fill. The net contents of distilled 
spirits shall be stated in the same man-
ner and form as set forth in the stand-
ards of fill in § 5.47a. 

(b) Bottles not conforming to the metric 
standards of fill. The net contents for 
distilled spirits bottled before January 
1, 1980, in bottles not conforming to the 
metric standards of fill, shall be stated 
in the same manner and form as set 
forth in § 5.47(a), except for cordials and 
liqueurs, cocktails, highballs, bitters 
and specialties, as specified by the Di-
rector. The net contents for these spe-
cialty products shall be stated in U.S. 
measure (i.e., gallons, quarts, pints, 
fluid ounces). 

(c) Net contents marked in bottles. The 
net contents need not be marked on 
any lable if they are legibly blown, 
etched, sandblasted, marked by 
underglaze coloring, or otherwise per-
manently marked by any method ap-
proved by the appropriate ATF officer 
on the side, front, or back of the con-
tainer in an unobscured location. con-
tainers of 200 ml or greater capacity 
shall bear letters and figures of not less 
than one-quarter inch height. 

(d) Qualifying statements. Words or 
phrases qualifying statements of net 
contents are prohibited. 

(Sec. 5, 49 Stat. 981, as amended (27 U.S.C. 
205); 26 U.S.C. 5301) 

[T.D. ATF–146, 48 FR 43321, Sept. 23, 1983, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–249, 52 FR 5956, Feb. 
27, 1987]

§ 5.39 Presence of neutral spirits and 
coloring, flavoring, and blending 
materials. 

(a) Neutral spirits and name of com-
modity. (1) In the case of distilled spir-
its (other than cordials, liqueurs, and 
specialties) produced by blending or 

rectification, if neutral spirits have 
been used in the production thereof, 
there shall be stated the percentage of 
neutral spirits so used and the name of 
the commodity from which such neu-
tral spirits have been distilled. The 
statement of percentage and the name 
of the commodity shall be made in sub-
stantially the following form: 
‘‘llll% neutral spirits distilled 
from lllllll (insert grain, cane 
products, or fruit as appropriate)’’; or 
‘‘llll% neutral spirits (vodka) dis-
tilled from lllllll (insert grain, 
cane products, or fruit, as appro-
priate)’’; or ‘‘llll% grain (cane 
products), (fruit) neutral spirits’’, or 
‘‘llll% grain spirits.’’

(2) In the case of neutral spirits or of 
gin produced by a process of contin-
uous distillation, there shall be stated 
the name of the commodity from which 
such neutral spirits or gin have been 
distilled. The statement of the name of 
the commodity shall be made in sub-
stantially the following form: ‘‘Dis-
tilled from grain’’, or ‘‘Distilled from 
cane products’’, or ‘‘Distilled from 
fruit’’. 

(b) Coloring materials. The words 
‘‘artifically colored’’ shall be stated on 
the label of any distilled spirits con-
taining synthetic or natural materials 
which primarily contribute color, or 
when the label conveys the impression 
that the color is derived from a source 
other than the actual source, except 
that: 

(1) If no coloring material other than 
natural flavoring material has been 
added, there may be stated in lieu of 
the words ‘‘artificially colored’’ a 
truthful and adequate statement of the 
source of the color; 

(2) If no coloring material other than 
those certified as suitable for use in 
foods by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration has been added, there may be 
stated in lieu of the words ‘‘artificially 
colored,’’ the words ‘‘certified color 
added’’; and 

(3) If no coloring material other than 
caramel has been added, there may be 
stated in lieu of the words ‘‘artificially 
colored,’’ the words ‘‘colored with car-
amel,’’ or a substantially similar state-
ment, but no such statement is re-
quired for the use of caramel in brandy, 
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rum, or tequila, or in any type of whis-
ky other than straight whisky. 

(c) Treatment with wood. The words 
‘‘colored and flavored with wood lll 
(insert chips, slabs, etc., as appro-
priate)’’ shall be stated as a part of the 
class and type designation for whisky 
and brandy treated, in whole or in part, 
with wood through percolation, or oth-
erwise, during distillation or storage, 
other than through contact with the 
oak container. Provided, that the above 
statement shall not apply to brandy 
treated with an infusion of oak chip in 
accordance with § 5.23(a). 

[T.D. 720, 34 FR 20637, Dec. 30, 1969, as amend-
ed by T.D. ATF–94, 46 FR 55097, Nov. 6, 1981; 
T.D. ATF–292, 55 FR 1065, Jan. 11, 1990]

§ 5.40 Statements of age and percent-
age. 

(a) Statements of age and percentage for 
whisky. In the case of straight whisky 
bottled in conformity with the bottled 
in bond labeling requirements and of 
domestic or foreign whisky, whether or 
not mixed or blended, all of which is 4 
years old or more, statements of age 
and percentage are optional. As to all 
other whiskies there shall be stated the 
following: 

(1) In the case of whisky, whether or 
not mixed or blended but containing no 
neutral spirits, the age of the youngest 
whisky. The age statement shall read 
substantially as follows: ‘‘lll years 
old.’’

(2) In the case of whisky, containing 
neutral spirits, if any of the straight 
whisky and/or other whisky is less than 
4 years old, the percentage by volume 
of straight whisky and/or other whis-
ky, and the age of the straight whisky 
(the youngest if two or more) and the 
age of such other whisky (the youngest 
if two or more). If all the straight whis-
ky and/or other whisky is 4 years or 
more old, the age and percentage state-
ment for such whiskies is optional. The 
age and percentage statement for 
straight whiskies and/or other whisky, 
whether required or optional, shall be 
stated in immediate conjunction with 
the neutral spirits statement required 
by § 5.39, and shall read substantially as 
follows: 

(i) If only one straight whisky and no 
other whisky is contained in the blend: 

‘‘ll percent straight whisky ll 
years old.’’

(ii) If more than one straight whisky 
and no other whisky is contained in 
the blend: ‘‘ll percent straight whis-
kies ll years or more old.’’ The age 
blank shall be filled in with the age of 
the youngest straight whisky. In lieu 
of the foregoing, a statement may be 
made of the ages and percentages of 
each of the straight whiskies contained 
in the blend: ‘‘ll percent straight 
whisky ll years old, ll percent 
straight whisky ll years old, and ll 
percent straight whisky ll years 
old.’’

(iii) If only one straight whisky and 
one other whisky is contained in the 
blend: ‘‘ll percent straight whisky 
ll years old, ll percent whisky ll 
years old.’’

(iv) If more than one straight whisky 
and more than one other whisky is con-
tained in the blend: ‘‘ll percent 
straight whiskies ll years or more 
old, ll percent whiskies ll years or 
more old.’’ The age blanks shall be 
filled in with the ages of the youngest 
straight whisky and the youngest other 
whisky. In lieu of the foregoing, a 
statement may be made of the ages and 
percentages of each of the straight 
whiskies and other whiskies contained 
in the blend: ‘‘ll percent straight 
whisky ll years old, ll percent 
straight whisky ll years old, ll per-
cent whisky ll years old, and ll 
percent whisky ll years old.’’

(3) In the case of imported whiskies 
described in § 5.22(l), Class 12, the labels 
shall state the ages and percentages in 
the same manner and form as is re-
quired for the same type of whisky pro-
duced in the United States. 

(4) Notwithstanding the foregoing 
provisions of this paragraph, in the 
case of whisky produced in the United 
States and stored in reused oak con-
tainers, except for corn whisky, and for 
light whisky produced on or after Jan-
uary 26, 1968, there shall be stated in 
lieu of the words ‘‘ll years old’’ the 
period of storage in reused oak con-
tainers as follows: ‘‘ll stored ll 
years in reused cooperage.’’

(5) Optional age statements shall ap-
pear in the same form as required age 
statements. 
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(b) Statements of age for rum, brandy, 
and Tequila. Age may, but need not, be 
stated on labels of rums, brandies, and 
Tequila, except that an appropriate 
statement with respect to age shall ap-
pear on the brand label in case of bran-
dy (other than immature brandies and 
fruit brandies which are not custom-
arily stored in oak containers) not 
stored in oak containers for a period of 
at least 2 years. If age is stated, it shall 
be substantially as follows: ‘‘ll years 
old’’; the blank to be filled in with the 
age of the youngest distilled spirits in 
the product. 

(c) Statement of storage for grain spir-
its. In case of grain spirits, the period 
of storage in oak containers may be 
stated in immediate conjunction with 
the required percentage statement; for 
example, ‘‘ll% grain spirits stored 
ll years in oak containers.’’

(d) Other distilled spirits. Age, matu-
rity, or similar statements or represen-
tations as to neutral spirits (except for 
grain spirits as stated in paragraph (c) 
of this section), gin, liqueurs, cordials, 
cocktails, highballs, bitters, flavored 
brandy, flavored gin, flavored rum, fla-
vored vodka, flavored whisky, and spe-
cialties are misleading and are prohib-
ited from being stated on any label. 

(e) Miscellaneous age representations. 
(1) Age may be understated but shall 
not be overstated. 

(2) If any age, maturity, or similar 
representation is made relative to any 
distilled spirits (such representations 
for products enumerated in paragraph 
(d) of this section are prohibited), the 
age shall also be stated on all labels 
where such representation appears, and 
in a manner substantially as con-
spicuous as such representation: Pro-
vided. That the use of the word ‘‘old’’ or 
other word denoting age, as part of the 
brand name, shall not be deemed to be 
an age representation: And provided 
further, That the labels of whiskies and 
brandies (except immature brandies) 
not required to bear a statement of 
age, and rum and Tequila aged for not 
less than 4 years, may contain general 
inconspicuous age, maturity or similar 

representations without the label bear-
ing an age statement. 

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68A Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20637, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–62, 44 FR 71621, Dec. 
11, 1979; T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 
1985]

§ 5.41 Bottle cartons, booklets and leaf-
lets. 

(a) General. An individual covering, 
carton, or other container of the bottle 
used for sale at retail (other than a 
shipping container), or any written, 
printed, graphic, or other matter ac-
companying the bottle to the consumer 
buyer shall not contain any statement, 
design, device, or graphic, pictorial, or 
emblematic representation that is pro-
hibited by §§ 5.31 through 5.42 on labels. 

(b) Sealed opaque cartons. If bottles 
are enclosed in sealed opaque cov-
erings, cartons, or other containers 
used for sale at retail (other than ship-
ping containers), such coverings, car-
tons, or other containers must bear all 
mandatory label information. 

(c) Other cartons. (1) If an individual 
covering, carton, or other container of 
the bottle used for sale at retail (other 
than a shipping container) is so de-
signed that the bottle is readily remov-
able, it may display any information 
which is not in conflict with the label 
on the bottle contained therein. 

(2) Cartons displaying brand names 
and/or designations must display such 
names and designations in their en-
tirety—brand names required to be 
modified, e.g. by ‘‘Brand’’ or ‘‘Product 
of U.S.A.’’, must also display such 
modification. 

(3) Specialty products for which a 
truthful and adequate statement of 
composition is required must display 
such statement. 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20337, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–36, 41 FR 47426, Oct. 
29, 1976]

§ 5.42 Prohibited practices. 
(a) Statements on labels. Bottles con-

taining distilled spirits, or any labels 
on such bottles, or any individual cov-
ering, carton, or other container of 
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such bottles used for sale at retail, or 
any written, printed, graphic, or other 
matter accompanying such bottles to 
the consumer shall not contain: 

(1) Any statement that is false or un-
true in any particular, or that, irre-
spective of falsity, directly, or by am-
biguity, omission, or inference, or by 
the addition of irrelevant, scientific or 
technical matter, tends to create a 
misleading impression. 

(2) Any statement that is disparaging 
of a competitor’s product. 

(3) Any statement, design, device, or 
representation which is obscene or in-
decent. 

(4) Any statement, design, device, or 
representation of or relating to anal-
yses, standards, or tests, irrespective of 
falsity, which the appropriate ATF of-
ficer finds to be likely to mislead the 
consumer. 

(5) Any statement, design, device, or 
representation of or relating to any 
guarantee, irrespective of falsity, 
which the appropriate ATF officer 
finds to be likely to mislead the con-
sumer. Money-back guarantees are not 
prohibited. 

(6) A trade or brand name that is the 
name of any living individual of public 
prominence, or existing private or pub-
lic organization, or is a name that is in 
simulation or is an abbreviation there-
of, or any graphic, pictorial, or em-
blematic representation of any such in-
dividual or organization, if the use of 
such name or representation is likely 
to falsely lead the consumer to believe 
that the product has been endorsed, 
made, or used by, or produced for, or 
under the supervision of, or in accord-
ance with the specifications of, such in-
dividual or organization: Provided, 
That this paragraph shall not apply to 
the use of the name of any person en-
gaged in business as a distiller, rec-
tifier, blender, or other producer, or as 
an importer, wholesaler, retailer, 
bottler, or warehouseman, of distilled 
spirits, nor to the use by any person of 
a trade or brand name that is the name 
of any living individual of public prom-
inence or existing private or public or-
ganization, provided such trade or 
brand name was used by him or his 
predecessors in interest prior to Au-
gust 29, 1935. 

(b) Miscellaneous. (1) Labels shall not 
be of such design as to resemble or sim-
ulate a stamp of the U.S. Government 
or any State or foreign government. 
Labels, other than stamps authorized 
or required by this or any other gov-
ernment, shall not state or indicate 
that the distilled spirits are distilled, 
blended, made, bottled, or sold under, 
or in accordance with, any municipal, 
State, Federal, or foreign authoriza-
tion, law, or regulations, unless such 
statement is required or specifically 
authorized by Federal, State, munic-
ipal, or foreign law or regulations. The 
statements authorized by this part to 
appear on labels for domestic distilled 
spirits are ‘‘Distilled (produced, bar-
reled, warehoused, blended, or bottled, 
or any combination thereof, as the case 
may be) under United States (U.S.) 
Government supervision’’, or in the 
case of distilled spirits labeled as bot-
tled in bond, ‘‘Bottled in bond under 
United States (U.S.) Government su-
pervision’’. If the municipal, State, or 
Federal Government permit number is 
stated on a label, it shall not be accom-
panied by any additional statement re-
lating thereto. 

(2) If imported distilled spirits are 
covered by a certificate of origin or of 
age issued by a duly authorized official 
of the appropriate foreign government, 
the label, except where prohibited by 
the foreign government, may refer to 
such certificate or the fact of such cer-
tification, but shall not be accom-
panied by any additional statement re-
lating thereto. The reference to such 
certificate or certification shall, in the 
case of Cognac, be substantially in the 
following form: ‘‘This product accom-
panied at the time of importation by 
an ‘Acquit Regional Jaune d’Or’ issued 
by the French Government, indicating 
that this grape brandy was distilled in 
the Cognac Region of France’’; and in 
the case of other distilled spirits, sub-
stantially in the following form: ‘‘This 
product accompanied at time of impor-
tation by a certificate issued by the 
ll government (name of government) 
indicating that the product is ll 
(class and type as required to be stated 
on the label), and (if label claims age) 
that none of the distilled spirits are of 
an age less than stated on this label.’’
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(3) The words ‘‘bond’’, ‘‘bonded’’, 
‘‘bottled in bond’’, ‘‘aged in bond’’, or 
phrases containing these or synony-
mous terms, shall not be used on any 
label or as part of the brand name of 
domestic distilled spirits unless the 
distilled spirits are: 

(i) Composed of the same kind of 
spirits produced from the same class of 
materials; 

(ii) Produced in the same distilling 
season by the same distiller at the 
same distillery; 

(iii) Stored for at least four years in 
wooden containers wherein the spirits 
have been in contact with the wood 
surface except for gin and vodka which 
must be stored for at least four years 
in wooden containers coated or lined 
with paraffin or other substance which 
will preclude contact of the spirits 
with the wood surface; 

(iv) Unaltered from their original 
condition or character by the addition 
or subtraction of any substance other 
than by filtration, chill proofing, or 
other physical treatments (which do 
not involve the addition of any sub-
stance which will remain incorporated 
in the finished product or result in a 
change in class or type); 

(v) Reduced in proof by the addition 
of pure water only to 100 degrees of 
proof; and 

(vi) Bottles at 100 degrees of proof. 
In addition to the requirements of 
§ 5.36(a) (1) or (2), the label shall bear 
the real name of the distillery or the 
trade name under which the distillery 
produced and warehoused the spirits, 
and the plant (or registered distillery) 
number in which produced; and the 
plant number in which bottled. The 
label may also bear the name or trade 
name of the bottler. 

(4) The words ‘‘bond’’, ‘‘bonded’’, 
‘‘bottled in bond’’, ‘‘aged in bond’’, or 
phrases containing these or synony-
mous terms, shall not be used on any 
label or as part of the brand name of 
imported distilled spirits unless the 
distilled spirits meet in all respects the 
requirements applicable to distilled 
spirits bottled for domestic consump-
tion, so labeled, and unless the laws 
and regulations of the country in 
which such distilled spirits are pro-
duced authorize the bottling of dis-
tilled spirits in bond and require or 

specifically authorize such distilled 
spirits to be so labeled. All spirits la-
beled as ‘‘bonded’’, ‘‘bottled in bond’’, 
or ‘‘aged in bond’’ pursuant to the pro-
visions of this paragraph shall bear in 
direct conjunction with such statement 
and in script, type, or printing substan-
tially as conspicuous as that used on 
such statement, the name of the coun-
try under whose laws and regulations 
such distilled spirits were so bottled. 

(5) The word ‘‘pure’’ shall not be stat-
ed upon labels unless: 

(i) It refers to a particular ingredient 
used in the production of the distilled 
spirits, and is a truthful representation 
about that ingredient; or 

(ii) It is part of the bona fide name of 
a permittee or retailer for whom the 
distilled spirits are bottled; or 

(iii) It is part of the bona fide name 
of the permittee who bottled the dis-
tilled spirits. 

(6) Distilled spirits shall not be la-
beled as ‘‘double distilled’’ or ’’triple 
distilled’’ or any similar term unless it 
is a truthful statement of fact; except 
that ‘‘double distilled’’ or ‘‘triple dis-
tilled’’ shall not be permitted on labels 
of distilled spirits produced by the re-
distillation method when a second or 
third distillation step is a necessary 
distillation process for the production 
of the product. 

(7) Labels shall not contain any 
statement, design, device, or pictorial 
representation which the appropriate 
ATF officer finds relates to, or is capa-
ble of being construed as relating to, 
the armed forces of the United States, 
or the American flag, or any emblem, 
seal, insignia, or decoration associated 
with such flag or armed forces; nor 
shall any label contain any statement, 
design, device, or pictorial representa-
tion of or concerning any flag, seal, 
coat of arms, crest or other insignia, 
likely to mislead the consumer to be-
lieve that the product has been en-
dorsed, made, or used by, or produced 
for, or under the supervision of, or in 
accordance with the specifications of 
the government, organization, family, 
or individual with whom such flag, 
seal, coat of arms, crest, or insignia is 
associated. 

(8) Curative and therapeutic claims. 
Labels shall not contain any state-
ment, design, representation, pictorial 
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representation, or device representing 
that the use of distilled spirits has cu-
rative or therapeutic effects if such 
statement is untrue in any particular 
or tends to create a misleading impres-
sion. 

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68A Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20637, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–62, 44 FR 71621, Dec. 
11, 1979; T.D. ATF–180, 49 FR 31673, Aug. 8, 
1984; 49 FR 35768. Sept. 12, 1984; T.D. ATF–198, 
50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 1985; 50 FR 23410, June 4, 
1985]

Subpart E—Standards of Fill for 
Bottled Distilled Spirits

§ 5.45 Application. 

No person engaged in business as a 
distiller, rectifier, importer, whole-
saler, or warehouseman and bottler, di-
rectly or indirectly, or through an af-
filiate, shall sell or ship or deliver for 
sale or shipment, or otherwise intro-
duce in interstate or foreign com-
merce, or receive therein or remove 
from customs custody any distilled 
spirits in bottles unless such distilled 
spirits are bottled and packed in con-
formity with §§ 5.46 through 5.47a. 

(Sec. 5, 49 Stat. 981, as amended (27 U.S.C. 
205); 26 U.S.C. 5301) 

[T.D. ATF–25, 41 FR 10221, Mar. 10, 1976; T.D. 
ATF–146, 48 FR 43321, Sept. 23, 1983]

§ 5.46 Standard liquor bottles. 

(a) General. A standard liquor bottle 
shall be one so made and formed, and 
so filled, as not to mislead the pur-
chaser. An individual carton or other 
container of a bottle shall not be so de-
signed as to mislead purchasers as to 
the size of the bottles. 

(b) Headspace. A liquor bottle of a ca-
pacity of 200 milliliters or more shall 
be held to be so filled as to mislead the 
purchaser if it has a headspace in ex-
cess of 8 percent of the total capacity 
of the bottle after closure. 

(c) Design. A liquor bottle shall be 
held (irrespective of the correctness of 
the stated net contents) to be so made 
and formed as to mislead the pur-
chaser, if its actual capacity is sub-
stantially less than the capacity it ap-
pears to have upon visual examination 

under ordinary conditions of purchase 
or use. 

(d) Exceptions—(1) Distinctive liquor 
bottles. The headspace and design re-
quirements in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section do not apply to liquor bot-
tles that are specifically exempted by 
the appropriate ATF oficer, pursuant 
to an application filed by the bottler or 
importer. 

(2) Cross reference. For procedures re-
garding the issuance, denial and rev-
ocation of distinctive liquor bottle ap-
provals, as well as appeal procedures, 
see part 13 of this chapter. 

(Sec. 5, 49 Stat. 981, as amended (27 U.S.C. 
205); 26 U.S.C. 5301)

[T.D. 7020, 34 FR 20337, Dec. 30, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–25, 41 FR 10221, Mar. 
10, 1976; 41 FR 11022, Mar. 16, 1976; T.D. ATF–
62, 44 FR 71622, Dec. 11, 1979; T.D. ATF–146, 48 
FR 43321, Sept. 23, 1983; T.D. ATF–406, 64 FR 
2129, Jan. 13, 1999]

§ 5.47 Standards of fill (distilled spirits 
bottled before January 1, 1980). 

(a) Authorized standards of fill. The 
standards of fill for all distilled spirits, 
whether domestically bottled, or im-
ported, subject to the tolerances al-
lowed in this section, shall be as fol-
lows:
1 gallon. 4⁄5 pint. 
1⁄2 gallon. 1⁄2 pint. 
1 quart. 1⁄8 pint. 
4⁄5 quart. 1⁄10 pint. 
1 pint. 1⁄16 pint (brandy only). 

(b) Tolerances. The following toler-
ances shall be allowed: 

(1) Discrepancies due to errors in 
measuring which occur in filling con-
ducted in compliance with good com-
mercial practice. 

(2) Discrepancies due to differences in 
the capacity of bottles, resulting solely 
from unavoidable difficulties in manu-
facturing such bottles to a uniform ca-
pacity: Provided, That no greater toler-
ance shall be allowed in case of bottles 
which, because of their design, cannot 
be made of approximately uniform ca-
pacity than is allowed in case of bot-
tles which can be manufactured so as 
to be of approximately uniform capac-
ity. 

(3) Discrepancies in measure due to 
differences in atmospheric conditions 
in various places and which unavoid-
ably result from the ordinary and cus-
tomary exposure of alcoholic beverages 
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