
74

27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–02 Edition)§ 275.21

Service, and any other documents re-
quired under laws or regulations ad-
ministered by ATF and the Customs 
Service. 

Region. A Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Region. 

Regional Director (compliance). The 
principal regional official responsible 
for administering regulations in this 
part. 

Relanding. Any tobacco products, cig-
arette papers or tubes, which have been 
labeled or shipped for exportation (in-
cluding to Puerto Rico) as prescribed 
in this chapter, previously exported 
and returned within the jurisdiction of 
the United States. 

Removal or Remove. The removal of 
tobacco products or cigarette papers or 
tubes from the factory or release from 
internal revenue bond under 26 U.S.C. 
5704, or release from customs custody, 
including conditional release in accord-
ance with 19 CFR 141.0a(i), and shall 
also include the smuggling or other un-
lawful importation of such articles into 
the United States. 

Roll-your-own tobacco. Any tobacco 
which, because of its appearance, type, 
packaging, or labeling, is suitable for 
use and likely to be offered to, or pur-
chased by, consumers as tobacco for 
making cigarettes. 

Sale price. The price for which large 
cigars are sold by the importer or man-
ufacturer, determined in accordance 
with § 275.39 and used for computation 
of the excise tax. 

Small cigarettes. Cigarettes weighing 
not more than three pounds per thou-
sand. 

Small cigars. Cigars weighing not 
more than three pounds per thousand. 

Smokeless tobacco. Any chewing to-
bacco or snuff. 

Snuff. Any finely cut, ground, or pow-
dered tobacco that is not intended to 
be smoked. 

This chapter. Chapter I, title 27, Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

Tobacco products. Cigars, cigarettes, 
smokeless tobacco, pipe tobacco, and 
roll-your-own tobacco. 

Treasury Account. The Department of 
the Treasury’s General Account at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

United States. When used in a geo-
graphical sense shall include only the 
States and the District of Columbia. 

U.S.C. The United States Code. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 775, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 6301); June 29, 1956, ch. 
462, 70 Stat. 391 (26 U.S.C. 6301)) 

[T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13554, Mar. 31, 1978; 44 
FR 55855, Sept. 28, 1979, as amended by T.D. 
ATF–77, 46 FR 3009, Jan. 13, 1981; T.D. ATF–
232, 51 FR 28084, Aug. 5, 1986; T.D. ATF–243, 51 
FR 43194, Dec. 1, 1986; T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 
19340, May 22, 1987; T.D. ATF–284, 54 FR 12190, 
Mar 24, 1989; T.D. ATF–289, 54 FR 48840, Nov. 
27, 1989; T.D. ATF–421, 64 FR 71924, Dec. 22, 
1999; T.D. ATF–424, 64 FR 71932, Dec. 22, 1999; 
T.D. ATF–420, 64 FR 71942, Dec. 22, 1999; T.D. 
ATF–422, 64 FR 71948, Dec. 22, 1999; T.D. ATF–
422c, 65 FR 63545, Oct. 24, 2000; T.D. ATF–444, 
66 FR 13850, Mar. 8, 2001; T.D. ATF–465, 66 FR 
45618, Aug. 29, 2001; T.D. ATF–467, 66 FR 
49532, Sept. 28, 2001]

Subpart C—General

§ 275.21 Forms prescribed. 

(a) The Director is authorized to pre-
scribe all forms required by this part. 
All of the information called for in 
each form shall be furnished as indi-
cated by the headings on the form and 
the instructions on or pertaining to the 
form. In addition, information called 
for in each form shall be furnished as 
required by this part. When a return, 
form, claim, or other document called 
for under this part is required by this 
part, or by the document itself, to be 
executed under penalties of perjury, it 
shall be executed under penalties of 
perjury. 

(b) Requests for forms should be 
mailed to the AFT Distribution Center, 
7943 Angus Court, Springfield, Virginia 
22153. 

(5 US.C. 552(a) (80 Stat. 383, as amended) 

[T.D. ATF–92, 46 FR 46922, Sept. 23, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–232, 51 FR 28084, Aug. 
5, 1986; T.D. ATF–243, 51 FR 43194, Dec. 1, 
1986; T.D. ATF–372, 61 FR 20725, May 8, 1996]

§ 275.22 Retention of records. 

All records required to be kept under 
this part, including copies of claims 
and schedules, authorizations, notices 
of release, reports, and returns, shall 
be retained for three years following 
the close of the year in which filed or 
made, or in the case of an authoriza-
tion, for three years following the close 
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of the calendar year in which the oper-
ation under such authorization is con-
cluded. Such records shall be made 
available for inspection by any ATF of-
ficer upon his request. 

(72 Stat. 1423; 26 U.S.C. 5741) 

[26 FR 8189, Aug. 31, 1961. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

§ 275.23 Authority of ATF officers to 
enter premises. 

Any ATF officer may enter in the 
daytime any premises where tobacco 
products or cigarette papers or tubes 
are produced or kept so far as it may 
be necessary for the purpose of exam-
ining such articles. When such prem-
ises are open at night, any ATF officer 
may enter them, while so open, in the 
performance of his official duties. The 
owner of such premises, or person hav-
ing the superintendence of the same, 
who refuses to admit any ATF officer 
or permit him to examine such articles 
shall be liable to the penalties pre-
scribed by law for the offense. 

(68A Stat. 872, 903; 26 U.S.C. 7342, 7606) 

[T.D. 6871, 31 FR 40, Jan. 4, 1966. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–232, 51 FR 28084, Aug. 
5, 1986; T.D. ATF–243, 51 FR 43194, Dec. 1, 
1986]

§ 275.24 Interference with administra-
tion. 

Whoever, corruptly or by force or 
threats of force, endeavors to hinder or 
obstruct the administration of this 
part, or endeavors to intimidate or im-
pede any ATF officer acting in his offi-
cial capacity, or forcibly rescues or at-
tempts to rescue or causes to be res-
cued any property, after it has been 
duly seized for forfeiture to the United 
States in connection with a violation 
of the internal revenue laws, shall be 
liable to the penalties prescribed by 
law. 

(68A Stat. 855; 26 U.S.C. 7212) 

[26 FR 8189, Aug. 31, 1961. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

§ 275.25 Disposal of forfeited, con-
demned, and abandoned tobacco 
products and cigarette papers and 
tubes. 

When any Federal, State, or local of-
ficer having custody of forfeited, con-

demned, or abandoned tobacco prod-
ucts or cigarette papers or tubes, upon 
which the Federal tax has not been 
paid, is of the opinion that the sale 
thereof will not bring a price equal to 
the tax due and payable thereon, and 
the expenses incident to the sale there-
of, he shall not sell, nor cause to be 
sold, such articles for consumption in 
the United States. Where the articles 
are not sold, the officer may deliver 
them to a Federal or State hospital or 
institution (if they are fit for consump-
tion) or cause their destruction by 
burning completely or by rendering 
them unfit for consumption. Where 
such articles are sold, they shall not be 
released by the officer having custody 
thereof until they are properly pack-
aged and taxpaid, which tax shall be 
considered as a portion of the sales 
price. Except where the tax is to be 
paid to the Port Directors of Customs 
or other authorized customs officer in 
accordance with Customs regulations 
(19 CFR part 127) on sales of articles by 
customs officers, the payment of tax on 
such articles must be evidenced by 
presentation, to the officer having cus-
tody of the articles, of a receipt from 
the appropriate ATF officer showing 
such payment. In the case of such arti-
cles held by or for the Federal Govern-
ment, the sale thereof shall be subject 
to the applicable provisions of the Reg-
ulations of the General Services Ad-
ministration, Title 1, Personal Prop-
erty Management. 

(68A Stat. 872, 903; 26 U.S.C. 7342, 7606) 

[T.D. 6871, 31 FR 40, Jan. 4, 1966. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–232, 51 FR 28084, Aug. 
5, 1986; T.D. ATF–243, 51 FR 43194, Dec. 1, 
1986; T.D. ATF–422, 64 FR 71948, Dec. 22, 1999]

§ 275.26 Alternate methods or proce-
dures. 

An importer, on specific approval by 
the Director as provided in this sec-
tion, may use an alternate method or 
procedure in lieu of a method or proce-
dure specifically prescribed in this 
part. The Director may approve an al-
ternate method or procedure, subject 
to stated conditions, when he finds 
that— 

(a) Good cause has been shown for 
the use of the alternate method or pro-
cedure, 
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(b) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure, and affords equivalent security 
to the revenue, and 

(c) The alternate method of proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law, and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. 
No alternate method or procedure re-
lating to the giving of any bond or to 
the assessment, payment, or collection 
of tax, shall be authorized under this 
section. When an importer desires to 
employ an alternate method or proce-
dure, he shall submit a written applica-
tion to do so, in triplicate, to the re-
gional director (compliance) for trans-
mittal to the Director. The application 
shall specifically describe the proposed 
alternate method or procedure, and 
shall set forth the reasons therefor. Al-
ternate methods or procedures shall 
not be employed until the application 
has been approved by the Director. The 
importer shall, during the period of au-
thorization of an alternate method or 
procedure, comply with the terms of 
the approved application. Authoriza-
tion for any alternate method or proce-
dure may be withdrawn whenever in 
the judgment of the Director the rev-
enue is jeopardized or the effective ad-
ministration of this part is hindered. 
The importer shall retain, as part of 
his records, any authorization of the 
Director under this section. 

[26 FR 8190, Aug. 31, 1961. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

§ 275.27 Emergency variations from re-
quirements. 

The Director may approve methods 
of operation other than as specified in 
this part, where he finds that an emer-
gency exists and the proposed vari-
ations from the specified requirements 
are necessary, and the proposed vari-
ations— 

(a) Will afford the security and pro-
tection to the revenue intended by the 
prescribed specifications, 

(b) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part, and 

(c) Will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law. 

Variations from requirements granted 
under this section are conditioned on 
compliance with the procedures, condi-
tions, and limitations set forth in the 
approval of the application. Failure to 
comply in good faith and with such 
procedures, conditions, and limitations 
shall automatically terminate the au-
thority for such variations and the im-
porter thereupon shall fully comply 
with the prescribed requirements of 
regulations from which the variations 
were authorized. Authority for any 
variations may be withdrawn whenever 
in the judgment of the Director the 
revenue is jeopardized or the effective 
administration of this part is hindered 
by the continuation of such variation. 
Where an importer desires to employ 
such variation, he shall submit a writ-
ten application to do so, in triplicate, 
to the regional director (compliance) 
for transmittal to the Director. The ap-
plication shall describe the proposed 
variations and set forth the reasons 
therefor. Variations shall not be em-
ployed until the application has been 
approved. The importer shall retain, as 
part of his records, any authorization 
of the Director under this section. 

[26 FR 8190, Aug. 31, 1961. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

§ 275.28 Penalties and forfeitures. 

Anyone who fails to comply with the 
provisions of this part becomes liable 
to the civil and criminal penalties, and 
forfeitures, provided by law. 

(72 Stat. 1425, 1426; 26 U.S.C. 5761, 5762, 5763) 

[26 FR 8190, Aug. 31, 1961. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

§ 275.29 Delegations of the Director. 

The Director has general authority 
to take action on all matters under the 
regulations in this part 275. Some of 
the authorities in this part are redele-
gated to ‘‘appropriate ATF officers’’. 
The title of the appropriate ATF offi-
cer for each delegation is listed by sec-
tion in ATF Order 1130.16A, Delegation 
Order—Delegation of Certain of the Di-
rector’s Authorities in 27 CFR parts 
270, 275, and 296. ATF delegation orders, 
such as ATF Order 1130.16A, are avail-
able from the ATF Distribution Center, 
PO Box 5950, Springfield, Virginia 
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22150–5190, or from the ATF web site 
(http://www.atf.treas.gov). 

[T.D. ATF–420, 64 FR 71942, Dec. 22, 1999, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–444, 66 FR 13850, Mar. 
8, 2001]

Subpart D—Taxes

TAX RATES

§ 275.30 Pipe tobacco and roll-your-
own tobacco. 

Pipe tobacco and roll-your-own to-
bacco are taxed at the following rates 
under 26 U.S.C. 5701(f) and (g), respec-
tively:

Product 

Tax rate per pound 1 for removals during the 
years 

1993 to
1999

2000 and
2001

2002 and
after 

Pipe tobacco ...................................................................................................... $0.675 $0.9567 $1.0969
Roll-your-own tobacco ....................................................................................... No tax 0.9567 1.0969

1 Prorate tax for fractions of a pound. 

[T.D. ATF–420, 64 FR 71942, Dec. 22, 1999] § 275.31 Cigar tax rates. 
(a) Cigars are taxed at the following 

rates under 26 U.S.C. 5701(a):

Product 

Tax rate for removals during the years 

1993 to
1999

2000 and
2001

2002 and
after 

Small cigars (per thousand) .............................................................................. $1.125 $1.594 $1.828
Large cigars 1

percentage of sale price ............................................................................ 12.75% 18.063% 20.719%
but not to exceed per thousand ................................................................. $30 $42.50 $48.75

1 For large cigars, the percentage tax rate applies when the sale price is $235.294 per thousand or less, and the flat tax rate 
applies when the sale price is more than $235.294. 

(b) See § 275.39 of this part for rules 
concerning determination of sale price 
of large cigars. 

(c) Cigars not exempt from tax under 
26 U.S.C. chapter 52 and the provisions 
of this part which are removed but not 
intended for sale shall be taxed at the 

same rate as similar cigars removed for 
sale. 

[T.D. ATF–420, 64 FR 71942, Dec. 22, 1999]

§ 275.32 Cigarette tax rates. 
Cigarettes are taxed at the following 

rates under 26 U.S.C. 5701(b):

Product 

Tax rate per thousand for removals during the 
years 

1993 to
1999

2000 and
2001

2002 and
after 

Small cigarettes ................................................................................................. $12 $17 $19.50
Large cigarettes up to 61⁄2″ long ....................................................................... 25.20 35.70 40.95
Large cigarettes over 61⁄2″ long ........................................................................ Use tax rates for small cigarettes, but count each 

23⁄4 inches or fraction thereof of the length of 
each as one cigarette. 

[T.D. ATF–420, 64 FR 71943, Dec. 22, 1999] § 275.33 Smokeless tobacco tax rates. 
Smokeless tobacco products are 

taxed at the following rates under 26 
U.S.C. 5701(e):
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