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Prevention remains the best defense for our children. State Community-
Based Family Resource and Support programs sponsor activities promoting 
public awareness about child abuse and information on how to stop it. Ad-
ditional initiatives offer education and training to mothers, fathers, and 
other caretakers. Collaboration among schools, government agencies, faith-
based organizations, businesses, community groups, and law enforcement 
play an important role in helping such efforts to succeed. 

During the month of April, let our Nation and her people reaffirm the com-
mitment to making a positive difference in ending child abuse and neglect. 
Each individual needs to help. Organize or join a community group that 
offers information or assistance to parents and families. Be vigilant for 
signs of abuse exhibited by young people in your community. Encourage 
trust in and support for law enforcement agencies. By speaking out against 
child abuse and neglect and cultivating an environment that nurtures and 
strengthens families, we can give boys and girls the safe, stable, and loving 
homes they need. They will be able to enter the classroom each day ready 
to learn, with improved self-esteem. They will be encouraged to reach their 
full potential as individuals and as members of our society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2001, as National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. I encourage all Americans to join in the vital task 
of protecting young people from harm, and I commend the many dedicated 
parents, educators, social workers, and other concerned citizens who lead 
by example in doing right by our children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7420 of April 2, 2001

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

This year on Pan American Day and during Pan American Week, the na-
tions of the Americas celebrate the progress we have made toward our col-
lective goal of a hemisphere united in freedom and democracy. 

The United States and our neighboring countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere have a long history of cooperation. Simon Bolivar first convened the 
Congress of Panama in 1826 with the intention of creating an association 
of states in the hemisphere. In 1890, a Pan American conference estab-
lished the International Union of American Republics. The Union eventu-
ally became the Organization of American States (OAS), which continues 
to faith fully serve its member states. The OAS charter, in affirming the 
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shared commitment, states that ‘‘the true significance of American soli-
darity and good neighborliness can only mean the consolidation . . . of a 
system of individual liberty and social justice based on respect for the es-
sential rights of man.’’

Today, we remain united through mutual interests and the hope for a better 
future for our people. This month I will join the democratically elected 
leaders of the hemisphere in Quebec City for the third Summit of the 
Americas. At this conference, we will build on efforts at previous Summits 
to promote our shared objectives of representative democracy, free trade, 
and using the power of free markets to better the lives of the poor. We will 
also build on our mutual interest in encouraging respect for human rights 
and improving relations among all the countries of the hemisphere. 

Even with our significant progress, however, challenges remain. Cuba is the 
only country in the hemisphere that will be missing from the Quebec Sum-
mit. It is my sincere hope that our neighbor will soon rejoin the fraternity 
of democracies and that the Cuban people will again know freedom. 

During Pan American Week and the Summit of the Americas, we reflect 
on and renew our common dedication to ensuring that the benefits of de-
velopment are broadly shared. We also look forward to building even closer 
relationships among our countries for the sake of future generations. We 
have a responsibility to leave our children a hemisphere that honors the 
commitment of our predecessors, strengthening bonds that connect us as 
nations and as people. We want to make this the Century of the Americas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2001, as Pan Amer-
ican Day and April 8 through April 14, 2001, as Pan American Week. I call 
upon all the people of the United States to observe this day and week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7421 of April 2, 2001

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

From our earliest beginnings as a Nation, America has been blessed with 
citizens who have been willing to fight and die to preserve our shared 
ideals. We owe our freedom to men and women who have responded hero-
ically to the call of patriotic duty. In times of peace and war, in times of 
great conflict, and even in peacetime, they stood tall. Facing the horrors of 
combat, young Americans placed themselves squarely in harm’s way. 
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