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serves as a poignant reminder of the price patriots paid to obtain our lib-
erty. 

Pulaski, who was born in Poland in 1745, joined his first fight against tyr-
anny and oppression at age 21, defending his beloved Poland against Prus-
sian and Imperial Russian invaders. In numerous battles, Pulaski achieved 
fame as a calvary officer, earning promotion to commander of an army of 
Polish freedom fighters. But the aggressors ultimately overcame the Poles, 
and Pulaski was forced into exile. In 1777, Pulaski offered his services to 
America’s fight for freedom and set sail from France to join the war for 
independence. 

Far from his native land, Pulaski showed the same courageous combative-
ness on American soil that had gained him fame at home. Distinguishing 
himself in battle after battle, Pulaski earned a commission from the Conti-
nental Congress as a Brigadier General, and he was assigned by General 
Washington to command the Continental Army’s calvary. In 1779, during 
the siege of Savannah, General Pulaski made the ultimate sacrifice, giving 
his life in battle so that our Nation might win its freedom. General Pulas-
ki’s valiant leadership earned him recognition as the ‘‘Father of the Amer-
ican cavalry’’. 

Ever since his heroic death, America has honored General Pulaski’s mem-
ory in many ways, including the naming of counties, towns, and streets 
after him. Since 1910, a statue of General Pulaski has stood in Washington, 
D.C., permanently memorializing his patriotic contributions and noble sac-
rifice. Today, as we respond to the atrocities committed against the United 
States on September 11, we have been deeply moved by the tremendous 
outpouring of sympathy, support, and solidarity from our Polish friends, 
from the highest levels of the government to the thousands of Poles who 
placed flowers and candles at our Embassy gate. Our two nations, united 
by the virtues and ideals that General Pulaski embodied, will always re-
main friends and allies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, October 11, 2001, 
as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to commemo-
rate this occasion with appropriate programs and activities paying tribute 
to Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those who defend the freedom of our 
great Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7485 of October 15, 2001

National School Lunch Week, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Our Nation’s future depends on fulfilling the promise in our children. As 
parents, teachers, community activists, governmental leaders, and con-
cerned citizens, we must strongly commit ourselves to ensuring that our 
young people receive the care, education, and resources they need to real-
ize their potential. 

Since 1946, the National School Lunch Program has played an important 
part in pursuing that goal, by serving schoolchildren nutritious, well-bal-
anced meals. Currently, the National School Lunch Program daily provides 
more than 27 million lunches in more than 97,700 schools. Of the children 
who participate in this program, 57 percent receive their meals for free or 
at a reduced price. For many of them, lunch is their only meal of the day 
that meets recommended nutritional guidelines. 

The National School Lunch Program contributes to the development of 
healthy eating habits among our children. The Program’s Team Nutrition 
Initiative focuses on teaching and motivating children to make food choices 
that enhance their energy, growth, and potential. 

The Program is vitally important to achieving our educational goals. Poorly 
fed children have more difficulty learning, are less attentive in class, and 
suffer more chronic problems, such as absenteeism and tardiness, than chil-
dren who are properly nourished. By making nutritious meals available to 
all schoolchildren, the National School Lunch Program will help us ensure 
that we leave no child behind. 

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Program 
to the health, education, and well-being of our Nation’s children, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87–780), has des-
ignated the week beginning on the second Sunday in October of each year 
as ‘‘National School Lunch Week’’ and has requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 14 through October 20, 2001, as 
National School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to join the dedi-
cated individuals who lead child nutrition programs at the State and local 
levels in appropriate activities and celebrations that promote these pro-
grams. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH
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