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SUBCHAPTER S [RESERVED]
SUBCHAPTER T—PROGRAMS FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
SURFACE MINING OPERATIONS WITHIN EACH STATE

PART 900—INTRODUCTION

Sec.
900.1 Scope. 
900.2 Objectives. 
900.4 Responsibilities. 
900.11 Organization of this subchapter. 
900.12 State regulatory programs. 
900.13 Federal programs and Federal coal 

exploration programs. 
900.14 Abandoned mine land programs. 
900.15 Federal lands program cooperative 

agreements.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 102, 201, 405, 503, 504, 505 
and 523 of Pub. L. 95–87 (30 U.S.C. 1202, 1211, 
1235, 1253, 1254, and 1273).

SOURCE: 48 FR 6334, Feb. 11, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 900.1 Scope. 
This part sets forth the purpose and 

organization of parts 901–955 of this 
subchapter. 

[51 FR 19461, May 29, 1986]

§ 900.2 Objectives. 
The objective of this part is to pro-

vide an introduction to the synopsis of 
the approved State programs, the 
Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation 
programs, the cross referencing provi-
sions of Federal programs and the full 
texts of State and Federal cooperative 
agreements for regulation of mining on 
Federal lands. The introduction ex-
plains the content and authority of the 
permanent regulatory programs.

§ 900.4 Responsibilities. 
(a) Each State that has surface coal 

mining and reclamation operations or 
coal exploration activities on non-Fed-
eral, non-Indian lands must have either 
an approved State program or a pro-
mulgated Federal program as required 
by Title V of the Act and 30 CFR chap-
ter VII, subchapter C. Approval of a 
State program and promulgation of a 
Federal program are described in the 
paragraphs below. 

(b) Under section 503 of the Act and 
30 CFR parts 730, 731 and 732 a State in 
which there are coal exploration ac-

tivities or surface mining and reclama-
tion operations must submit a State 
program to the Secretary for approval 
if it wishes to assume exclusive regu-
latory jurisdiction on non-Federal and 
non-Indian lands within its borders. 
The State programs must meet the re-
quirements of the Act and 30 CFR 
chapter VII, subchapter C. 

(c) Pursuant to section 504 of SMCRA 
and 30 CFR 736.11, OSM must promul-
gate and implement a Federal program 
in each State in which the Director 
reasonably expects coal exploration or 
surface coal mining and reclamation 
operations to exist on non-Federal and 
non-Indian lands at any time before 
June, 1985, and either: (1) The State 
does not submit a State program, (2) 
the Secretary of the Interior finally 
disapproves the program submitted by 
the State, or (3) the Secretary of the 
Interior withdraws approval of the 
State program. 

(d) Under section 405 of SMCRA and 
30 CFR part 884, each State having 
within its borders coal mined lands eli-
gible for reclamation under Title IV of 
SMCRA, may submit to the Secretary 
a State Reclamation Plan, dem-
onstrating its capability for admin-
istering an abandoned mine reclama-
tion program. Title IV provides that 
the Secretary may approve the plan 
once the State has an approved regu-
latory program under Title V of 
SMCRA. If the Secretary determines 
that a State has developed and sub-
mitted a program for reclamation and 
has the necessary State legislation to 
implement the provisions of Title IV, 
the Secretary shall grant the State ex-
clusive responsibility and authority to 
implement the provisions of the ap-
proved plan. Section 405 of SMCRA (30 
U.S.C. 1235) contains the requirements 
for State reclamation plans. 

(e) States with approved programs 
may enter into cooperative agreements 
with OSM in order to become the regu-
latory authority for coal mining on 
Federal lands, in accordance with 30 
CFR chapter VII, subchapter D.
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30 CFR Ch. VII (7–1–02 Edition)§ 900.11

§ 900.11 Organization of this sub-
chapter. 

Parts 901 through 950 are reserved for 
each State alphabetically. The pro-
gram applicable within each State is 
codified in the part for that State. In 
addition, part 955 establishes rules pur-
suant to part 850 of this chapter for the 
training, examination and certification 
of blasters by OSM for surface coal 
mining operations in States with Fed-
eral programs and on Indian lands. 

[51 FR 19461, May 29, 1986]

§ 900.12 State regulatory programs. 

(a) Upon approval of a State regu-
latory program the Secretary will pub-
lish a final rule to be codified under the 
applicable part number assigned to the 
State. The full text will not appear 
below. Notification of the approval of 
the program and the dates on which 
any amendments were submitted will 
appear. Also included below are the ad-
dresses of OSM Headquarters, field and 
State Regulatory Authority offices 
where copies of the State programs are 
available for inspection and copying. 

(b) Provisions of approved State reg-
ulatory programs or permits issued 
pursuant to an approved State regu-
latory program may be enforced by the 
Secretary or his authorized agents pur-
suant to sections 504(b) and 521 of the 
Act and part 842 of this chapter.

§ 900.13 Federal programs and Federal 
coal exploration programs. 

The rules for each Federal program 
and Federal coal exploration program 
are codified below under the assigned 
part for the particular State. Rules 
governing the training, examination 
and certification of blasters for surface 
coal mining operations in States with 
Federal programs are codified in part 
955, and referenced by each Federal 
program. 

[51 FR 19461, May 29, 1986]

§ 900.14 Abandoned mine land pro-
grams. 

Programs for reclamation of aban-
doned mine lands are codified under 
the applicable part for the State. The 
date of submittal and approval and the 
addresses at which copies of the pro-

gram are available appear below in the 
applicable part for each State.

§ 900.15 Federal lands program coop-
erative agreements. 

The full text of any State and Fed-
eral cooperative agreement for the reg-
ulation of coal exploration and mining 
on Federal lands is published below 
under the applicable part. In addition, 
those requirements of a State program 
which are applicable on Federal lands 
in the State shall be specified.

PART 901—ALABAMA

Sec.
901.1 Scope. 
901.10 State regulatory program approval. 
901.15 Approval of Alabama regulatory pro-

gram amendments. 
901.16 Required regulatory program amend-

ments. [Reserved] 
901.20 Approval of Alabama abandoned mine 

land reclamation plan. 
901.25 Approval of Alabama abandoned mine 

land reclamation plan amendments. 
901.30 State-Federal cooperative agreement.

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.

§ 901.1 Scope. 
This part contains all rules applica-

ble only within Alabama that have 
been adopted under the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. 

[47 FR 22057, May 20, 1982]

§ 901.10 State regulatory program ap-
proval. 

The Secretary conditionally ap-
proved the Alabama regulatory pro-
gram, as resubmitted on January 11, 
1982, and clarified in a meeting with 
OSM on April 9, 1982, and in a letter to 
OSM on May 14, 1982, effective May 20, 
1982. He removed the last condition of 
program approval effective July 18, 
1996. Copies of the approved program 
are available at: 

(a) Alabama Surface Mining Rec-
lamation Commission, 1811 Second Av-
enue, 2nd Floor, P.O. Box 2390, Jasper, 
AL 35502. 

(b) Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement, Birmingham 
Field Office, Barber Business Park, 135 
Gemini Circle, Homewood, AL 35209. 

[64 FR 20165, Apr. 26, 1999]
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