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the mailing of Internal Revenue refund 
checks contained in 26 CFR 601.506(b). 

(3) Payments for goods and services. 
(c) Special powers of attorney. Under 

discussions of the Comptroller General 
of the United States, classes of checks 
other than those specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section may be negotiated 
under a special power of attorney 
which names a financial institution as 
attorney-in-fact, and recites that it is 
not given to carry into effect an as-
signment of the right to receive pay-
ment, either to the attorney-in-fact or 
to any other person. 

(d) Proof of authority. Checks indorsed 
by an attorney-in-fact shall include, as 
part of the indorsement, an indication 
of the capacity in which the attorney-
in-fact is indorsing. An example would 
be: ‘‘John Jones by Paul Smith, attor-
ney-in-fact for John Jones.’’ Such 
checks when presented for payment by 
a bank, will be paid by the Treasury 
without the submission of documen-
tary proof of the claimed authority, 
with the understanding that evidence 
of such claimed authority to indorse 
may be required by the Treasury in the 
event of a dispute. 

(e) Revocation of powers of attorney. 
Powers of attorney are revoked by the 
death of the grantor and may also be 
revoked by notice from the grantor to 
the parties known, or reasonably ex-
pected, to be acting on the power of at-
torney. Notice of revocation to the 
Treasury will not ordinarily serve to 
revoke the power. 

(f) Acknowledgment of powers of attor-
ney. Where desirable or where required 
by foreign, state or local law, powers of 
attorney shall be acknowledged before 
a notary public or other officer author-
ized by law to administer oaths gen-
erally. 

(g) Seal or certificate of attesting offi-
cers. Where acknowledgment of powers 
of attorney is desirable or required pur-
suant to paragraph (f) of this section, 
seals of attesting officers shall be im-
pressed or stamped upon the power of 
attorney form, or the power of attor-
ney shall be accompanied by a certifi-
cate from an appropriate official show-
ing that the officer was in commission 
on the date of acknowledgment. 

(h) Forms. Power of attorney forms 
issued under this part are listed in the 

appendix to this part. They may be ob-
tained from the Financial Management 
Service, Property and Supply Section, 
Ardmore East Business Center, 3361–L 
75th Avenue, Landover, MD 20785. 

[54 FR 35642, Aug. 29, 1989. Redesignated at 67 
FR 36518, May 24, 2002]

APPENDIX A TO PART 240—STANDARD 
FORMS FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY 
AND THEIR APPLICATION 

Standard Form 231. A general power of at-
torney on this form may be executed by an 
individual, firm, or sole owner, for checks 
drawn on the United States Treasury, in pay-
ment: (1) For redemption of currencies or for 
principal or interest on U.S. securities, (2) 
for tax refunds, and (3) for goods and serv-
ices. 

Standard Form 232. A specific power of at-
torney on this form, which must be executed 
after the issuance of the check, describing 
the check in full, may be used to authorize 
the indorsement of any class of check drawn 
on the United States Treasury. 

Standard Form 233. A special power of at-
torney on this form naming a financial orga-
nization as attorney-in-fact and reciting 
that it is not given to carry into effect an as-
signment of the right to receive payment, ei-
ther to the attorney-in-fact or to any other 
person, may be used for classes of payments 
other than those shown under Standard 
Form 231. 

Standard Form 234–5. A general power of at-
torney may be executed by a corporation for 
the classes of payment listed under Standard 
Form 231. 

Standard Form 236–7. A specific power of at-
torney may be executed on this form by a 
corporation to cover a specific check for any 
class of payment.

PART 245—CLAIMS ON ACCOUNT 
OF TREASURY CHECKS

Sec.
245.1 Introductory. 
245.2 Definitions. 
245.3 Time limit for check claims. 
245.4 Advice of nonreceipt or loss. 
245.5 Recertification of payment. 
245.6 Claim by an indorser. 
245.7 Check status inquiry. 
245.8 Receipt or recovery of original check. 
245.9 Procedural instructions. 
245.10 Performance of functions of the Com-

missioner.

AUTHORITY: R.S. 3646, as amended; 31 U.S.C. 
3328; 31 U.S.C. 3331.

SOURCE: 54 FR 35647, Aug. 29, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted.

VerDate Sep<04>2002 11:45 Sep 25, 2002 Jkt 197116 PO 00000 Frm 00089 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197116T.XXX 197116T



90

31 CFR Ch. II (7–1–02 Edition)§ 245.1

§ 245.1 Introductory. 
This part governs the issuance of re-

placement checks for checks drawn on 
the United States Treasury, when 

(a) The original check has been lost, 
stolen, destroyed or mutilated or de-
faced to such an extent that it is ren-
dered non-negotiable; 

(b) The original check has been nego-
tiated and paid on a forged or unau-
thorized indorsement, and 

(c) The original check has been can-
celled pursuant to § 204.4 of this chap-
ter.

§ 245.2 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 
(a) Agency means each authority of 

the United States for which the Treas-
ury of the United States issues checks 
or for which checks drawn on the 
Treasury of the United States are 
issued. 

(b) Check means a check drawn on 
the United States Treasury. 

(c) Certifying Agency means an agency 
for whom a Treasury disbursing officer 
or a non-Treasury disbursing officer 
makes payment in accordance with 31 
U.S.C. 3325. The responsibilities of a 
certifying official are set forth at 31 
U.S.C. 3528. 

(d) Commissioner means the Commis-
sioner of the Financial Management 
Service, Department of the Treasury, 
401 14th Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20227. 

(e) Person means an individual, a 
partnership, a corporation, a labor or-
ganization, a government or a subdivi-
sion or instrumentality thereof, and 
any other entity to which a check may 
be issued. 

(f) Replacement check means a check 
issued pursuant to the recertification 
of payment by a certifying official. 

(g) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Treasury.

§ 245.3 Time limit for check claims. 
(a) Any claim on account of a Treas-

ury check must be presented to the 
agency that authorized the issuance of 
such check within one year after the 
date of issuance of the check or within 
one year after October 1, 1989, which-
ever is later. 

(b) Any claim by an indorser under 
§ 245.6 will be considered timely if pre-

sented to the Commissioner within one 
year after the date of issuance of the 
check or within one year after October 
1, 1989, whichever is later. 

(c) Nothing in this subsection affects 
the underlying obligation of the United 
States, or any agency thereof, for 
which a Treasury check was issued.

§ 245.4 Advice of nonreceipt or loss. 
(a) In the event of the nonreceipt, 

loss or destruction of a check drawn on 
the United States Treasury, or the mu-
tilation or defacement of such a check 
to an exent which renders it nonnego-
tiable, the claimant should imme-
diately notify the agency that author-
ized the issuance of such check, de-
scribing the check, stating the purpose 
for which it was issued and giving, if 
possible, its date, amount, Treasury 
symbol and number. 

(b) In cases involving mutiliated or 
defaced checks, the claimant should 
enclose the mutilated or defaced check 
with his communication to the agency.

§ 245.5 Recertification of payment. 
Upon receipt of a claim concerning 

the nonreceipt, loss, destruction, muti-
lation or defacement of a check, or the 
cancellation of a check pursuant to 
§ 240.4 of this chapter, the certifying 
agency may certify a new payment.

§ 245.6 Claim by an indorser. 
When one or more Treasury checks 

are lost, stolen or destroyed in a single 
incident while in the possession of a 
person to whom the checks have been 
negotiated by the payee, and if the 
checks have not been paid, the Com-
missioner may issue a replacement 
check to the person to whom the 
checks had been negotiated.

§ 245.7 Check status inquiry. 
The Commissioner will provide the 

status and a copy of the check if avail-
able, upon request, to the agency which 
authorized the issuance of the check.

§ 245.8 Receipt or recovery of original 
check. 

(a) If the original check is received or 
recovered by the claimant after he has 
requested the agency to issue a re-
placement check, but before a replace-
ment check has been received, he 
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should immediately advise the agency 
and hold such check until receipt of in-
structions with respect to the negotia-
bility of such check. 

(b) If the original check is received or 
recovered by the claimant after a re-
placement check has been received by 
him, the original shall not be cashed, 
but shall be forwarded immediately to 
the agency that authorized the 
issuance of such check. Under no cir-
cumstances should both the original 
and replacement checks be cashed.

§ 245.9 Procedural instructions. 
The Commissioner of the Financial 

Management Service may issue proce-
dural instructions, implementing these 
regulations, in Volume I, Part 4 of the 
Treasury Financial Manual.

§ 245.10 Performance of functions of 
the Commissioner. 

The Commissioner of the Financial 
Management Services may authorize 
any officer of the Treasury Department 
to perform any of his functions under 
this part and to redelegate such au-
thority within such limits as the Com-
missioner may prescribe. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1510–0058)

PART 248—ISSUE OF SUBSTITUTES 
OF LOST, STOLEN, DESTROYED, 
MUTILATED AND DEFACED 
CHECKS OF THE UNITED STATES 
DRAWN ON ACCOUNTS MAIN-
TAINED IN DEPOSITARY BANKS IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR UNITED 
STATES TERRITORIES OR POSSES-
SIONS

Sec.
248.1 Introductory.

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 

248.2 Delegation of authority to issue sub-
stitute checks.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY CLAIMANTS 

248.3 Advice of nonreceipt or loss. 
248.4 Undertaking of indemnity. 
248.5 Exception to requirement of under-

taking of indemnity Form 2244. 
248.6 Recovery of original check. 
248.7 Claims requiring settlement action. 
248.8 Inquiries. 
248.9 Amendments and waivers.

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 3331.

SOURCE: 25 FR 10869, Nov. 16, 1960, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 39 FR 20969, 
June 17, 1974.

§ 248.1 Introductory. 

This part governs the issuance of 
substitutes for checks of the United 
States drawn on United States dollar 
or foreign currency accounts, main-
tained with designated depositaries in 
foreign countries or territories or pos-
sessions of the United States. Checks 
of the United States drawn on such de-
positaries are hereafter referred to as 
‘‘depositary checks.’’

[54 FR 35647, Aug. 29, 1989]

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

§ 248.2 Delegation of authority to issue 
substitute checks. 

Pursuant to authority contained in 
section 3646 of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended, and subject to such proce-
dural requirements as may be pre-
scribed by the Treasury Department, 
there is hereby delegated to heads of 
departments and agencies whose dis-
bursing officers issue depositary 
checks, authority to authorize officers 
or employees of their respective de-
partments or agencies to issue sub-
stitutes of such checks, prior to the 
close of the fiscal year next following 
the fiscal year in which the checks are 
issued, and to receive and approve un-
dertakings to indemnify the United 
States in such cases. The Commis-
sioner of the Financial Management 
Service, Treasury Department, is here-
by delegated authority to issue sub-
stitutes of depositary checks drawn by 
the Director, Operations Group, Treas-
ury Department, or by officers dis-
bursing under delegation from the Di-
rector, Operations Group, and to re-
ceive and approve undertakings of in-
demnity in such cases. The authority 
delegated to the Commissioner of the 
Financial Management Service may be 
redelegated by him to such disbursing 
officers. 

[39 FR 20969, June 17, 1974, as amended at 49 
FR 47001, 47002, Nov. 30, 1984]
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