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practices of commercial vending con-
cerns, where the machines are oper-
ated, serviced, or maintained by, or 
with the approval of, a department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States, or commissions paid 
(other than to a blind vendor) by a 
commercial vending concern which op-
erates, services, and maintains vending 
machines on Federal property for, or 
with the approval of, a department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States. 

(aa) Vendor means a blind licensee 
who is operating a vending facility on 
Federal or other property. 

(bb) Vocational rehabilitation services 
means those services as defined in 
§ 1361.1(ee) (1) and (2) of this chapter.

Subpart B—The State Licensing 
Agency

§ 395.2 Application for designation as a 
State licensing agency; general. 

(a) An application for designation as 
a State licensing agency may be sub-
mitted only by the State vocational re-
habilitation agency providing voca-
tional rehabilitation services to the 
blind under an approved State plan for 
vocational rehabilitation services 
under part 1361 of this chapter. 

(b) Such application shall be: 
(1) Submitted in writing to the Sec-

retary; 
(2) Approved by the chief executive of 

the State; and 
(3) Transmitted over the signature of 

the administrator of the State agency 
making application.

§ 395.3 Application for designation as 
State licensing agency; content. 

(a) An application for designation as 
a State licensing agency under § 395.2 
shall indicate: 

(1) The State licensing agency’s legal 
authority to administer the program, 
including its authority to promulgate 
rules and regulations to govern the 
program; 

(2) The State licensing agency’s orga-
nization for carrying out the program, 
including a description of the methods 
for coordinating the State’s vending fa-
cility program and the State’s voca-
tional rehabilitation program, with 
special reference to the provision of 

such post-employment services nec-
essary to assure that the maximum vo-
cational potential of each blind vendor 
is achieved; 

(3) The policies and standards to be 
employed in the selection of suitable 
locations for vending facilities; 

(4) The methods to be used to ensure 
the continuing and active participation 
of the State Committee of Blind Ven-
dors in matters affecting policy and 
program development and administra-
tion. 

(5) The policies to be followed in 
making suitable vending facility equip-
ment and adequate initial stock avail-
able to a vendor; 

(6) The sources of funds for the ad-
ministration of the program; 

(7) The policies and standards gov-
erning the relationship of the State li-
censing agency to the vendors, includ-
ing their selection, duties, supervision, 
transfer, promotion, financial partici-
pation, rights to a full evidentiary 
hearing concerning a State licensing 
agency action, and, where necessary, 
rights for the submittal of complaints 
to an arbitration panel; 

(8) The methods to be followed in pro-
viding suitable training, including on-
the-job training and, where appro-
priate, upward mobility training, to 
blind vendors; 

(9) The arrangements made or con-
templated, if any, for the utilization of 
the services of any nominee under 
§ 395.15; the agreements therefor and 
the services to be provided; the proce-
dures for the supervision and control of 
the services provided by such nominee 
and the methods used in evaluating 
services received, the basis for remu-
neration, and the fiscal controls and 
accounting procedures; 

(10) The arrangements made or con-
templated, if any, for the vesting in ac-
cordance with the laws of the State, of 
the right, title to, and interest in vend-
ing facility equipment or stock (includ-
ing vending machines), used in the pro-
gram, in a nominee to hold such right, 
title to, and interest for program pur-
poses; and 

(11) The assurances of the State li-
censing agency that it will: 

(i) Cooperate with the Secretary in 
applying the requirements of the Act 
in a uniform manner; 
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(ii) Take effective action, including 
the termination of licenses, to carry 
out full responsibility for the super-
vision and management of each vend-
ing facility in its program in accord-
ance with its established rules and reg-
ulations, this part, and the terms and 
conditions governing the permit; 

(iii) Submit promptly to the Sec-
retary for approval a description of any 
changes in the legal authority of the 
State licensing agency, its rules and 
regulations, blind vendor agreements, 
schedules for the setting aside of funds, 
contractual arrangements for the fur-
nishing of services by a nominee, ar-
rangements for carrying general liabil-
ity and product liability insurance, and 
any other matters which form a part of 
the application; 

(iv) If it intends to set aside, or cause 
to be set aside, funds from the net pro-
ceeds of the operation of vending facili-
ties, obtain a prior determination by 
the Secretary that the amount of such 
funds to be set aside is reasonable; 

(v) Establish policies against dis-
crimination of any blind vendor on the 
basis of sex, age, physical or mental 
impairment, creed, color, national ori-
gin, or political affiliation; 

(vi) Furnish each vendor a copy of its 
rules and regulations and a description 
of the arrangements for providing serv-
ices, and take adequate steps to assure 
that each vendor understands the pro-
visions of the permit and any agree-
ment under which he operates, as evi-
denced by his signed statements: 

(vii) Submit to an arbitration panel 
those grievances of any vendor unre-
solved after a full evidentiary hearing; 

(viii) Adopt accounting procedures 
and maintain financial records in a 
manner necessary to provide for each 
vending facility and for the State’s 
vending facility program a classifica-
tion of financial transactions in such 
detail as is sufficient to enable evalua-
tion of performance; and 

(ix) Maintain records and make re-
ports in such form and containing such 
information as the Secretary may re-
quire, make such records available for 
audit purposes, and comply with such 
provisions as the Secretary may find 
necessary to assure the correctness and 
verification of such reports. 

(b) An application submitted under 
§ 395.2 shall be accompanied by a copy 
of State rules and regulations affecting 
the administration and operation of 
the State’s vending facility program.

§ 395.4 State rules and regulations. 
(a) The State licensing agency shall 

promulgate rules and regulations 
which have been approved by the Sec-
retary and which shall be adequate to 
assure the effective conduct of the 
State’s vending facility program (in-
cluding State licensing agency proce-
dures covering the conduct of full evi-
dentiary hearings) and the operation of 
each vending facility in accordance 
with this part and with the require-
ments and conditions of each depart-
ment, agency, and instrumentality in 
control of the maintenance, operation, 
and protection of Federal property, in-
cluding the conditions contained in 
permits, as well as in all applicable 
Federal and State laws, local ordi-
nances and regulations. 

(b) Such rules and regulations and 
amendments thereto shall be filed or 
published in accordance with State 
law. 

(c) Such rules and regulations shall 
include provisions adequate to insure 
that the right, title to, and interest in 
each vending facility used in the pro-
gram and the stock will be vested in 
accordance with the laws of the State 
in only the following: 

(1) The State licensing agency; or 
(2) Its nominee, subject to the condi-

tions specified in § 395.15(b); or 
(3) The vendor, in accordance with 

State determination. 
(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of 

paragraph (c) of this section, any right, 
title to, or interest which existed on 
June 30, 1955, in stock may continue so 
long as: 

(1) The interest is in the stock of a 
facility established under the program 
prior to July 1, 1955, and 

(2) The vendor was licensed in the 
program (whether or not for the oper-
ation of the vending facility in ques-
tion) prior to July 1, 1955.

§ 395.5 Approval of application for des-
ignation as State licensing agency. 

When the Secretary determines that 
an application submitted by a State 
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vocational rehabilitation agency under 
§ 395.2, and the accompanying rules and 
regulations indicate a plan of program 
operations which will stimulate and 
enlarge the economic opportunities for 
the blind, and which will meet all other 
requirements of this part, he shall ap-
prove the application and shall des-
ignate the applying State vocational 
rehabilitation agency as the State li-
censing agency.

§ 395.6 Vendor ownership of vending 
facilities. 

(a) If a State licensing agency deter-
mines under § 395.4(c) that the right, 
title to, and interest in a vending facil-
ity may be vested in the blind vendor, 
the State licensing agency shall enter 
into a written agreement with each 
vendor who is to have such ownership. 
Such agreement shall contain in full 
the terms and conditions governing 
such ownership in accordance with cri-
teria in the State licensing agency’s 
regulations, this part, and the terms 
and conditions of the permit. The cri-
teria established to govern the deter-
mination that the title may be so vest-
ed shall contain reasonable provisions 
to enable a vendor to purchase vending 
facility equipment and to ensure that 
no individual will be denied the oppor-
tunity to become a vendor because of 
his inability to purchase the vending 
facility equipment or the initial stock; 

(b) The State licensing agency shall 
establish in writing and maintain poli-
cies determining whether the vendor-
owner or the State licensing agency 
shall be required to maintain the vend-
ing facility in good repair and in an at-
tractive condition and replace worn-
out or obsolete equipment; and if the 
former, such policies shall provide that 
upon such vendor-owner’s failure to do 
so, the State licensing agency may 
make the necessary maintenance, re-
placement, or repairs and make equi-
table arrangements for reimbursement; 

(c) Where the vendor owns such 
equipment and is required to maintain 
the vending facility in good repair and 
in an attractive condition and replace 
worn-out or obsolete equipment, or 
agrees to purchase additional new 
equipment, service charges for such 
purposes shall be equitably reduced and 
the method for determining such 

amount shall be established by the 
State licensing agency in writing; 

(d) Where the vendor owns such 
equipment, the State licensing agency 
shall retain a first option to repurchase 
such equipment, and in the event the 
vendor-owner dies, or for any other 
reason ceases to be a licensee, or trans-
fers to another vending facility, owner-
ship of such equipment shall become 
vested in the State licensing agency for 
transfer to a successor licensee subject 
to an obligation on its part to pay to 
such vendor-owner or his estate, the 
fair value therein; and 

(e) The vendor-owner, his personal 
representative or next of kin shall be 
entitled to an opportunity for a full 
evidentiary hearing with respect to the 
determination of the amount to be paid 
by the State licensing agency for a 
vendor’s ownership in the equipment. 
When the vendor-owner is dissatisfied 
with any decision rendered as a result 
of such hearing, he may file a com-
plaint with the Secretary under § 395.13 
to request the convening of an ad hoc 
arbitration panel.

§ 395.7 The issuance and conditions of 
licenses. 

(a) The State licensing agency shall 
establish in writing and maintain ob-
jective criteria for licensing qualified 
applicants, including a provision for 
giving preference to blind persons who 
are in need of employment. Such cri-
teria shall also include provisions to 
assure that licenses will be issued only 
to persons who are determined by the 
State licensing agency to be: 

(1) Blind; 
(2) Citizens of the United States; and 
(3) Certified by the State vocational 

rehabilitation agency as qualified to 
operate a vending facility. 

(b) The State licensing agency shall 
provide for the issuance of licenses for 
an indefinite period but subject to sus-
pension or termination if, after afford-
ing the vendor an opportunity for a full 
evidentiary hearing, the State licens-
ing agency finds that the vending facil-
ity is not being operated in accordance 
with its rules and regulations, the 
terms and conditions of the permit, 
and the terms and conditions of the 
agreement with the vendor. 
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(c) The State licensing agency shall 
further establish in writing and main-
tain policies which have been devel-
oped with the active participation of 
the State Committee of Blind Vendors 
and which govern the duties, super-
vision, transfer, promotion, and finan-
cial participation of the vendors. The 
State licensing agency shall also estab-
lish procedures to assure that such 
policies have been explained to each 
blind vendor.

§ 395.8 Distribution and use of income 
from vending machines on Federal 
property. 

(a) Vending machine income from 
vending machines on Federal property 
which has been disbursed to the State 
licensing agency by a property man-
aging department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States under 
§ 395.32 shall accrue to each blind ven-
dor operating a vending facility on 
such Federal property in each State in 
an amount not to exceed the average 
net income of the total number of blind 
vendors within such State, as deter-
mined each fiscal year on the basis of 
each prior year’s operation, except that 
vending machine income shall not ac-
crue to any blind vendor in any 
amount exceeding the average net in-
come of the total number of blind ven-
dors in the United States. No blind 
vendor shall receive less vending ma-
chine income than he was receiving 
during the calendar year prior to Janu-
ary 1, 1974, as a direct result of any 
limitation imposed on such income 
under this paragraph. No limitation 
shall be imposed on income from vend-
ing machines, combined to create a 
vending facility, when such facility is 
maintained, serviced, or operated by a 
blind vendor. Vending machine income 
disbursed by a property managing de-
partment, agency or instrumentality of 
the United States to a State licensing 
agency in excess of the amounts eligi-
ble to accrue to blind vendors in ac-
cordance with this paragraph shall be 
retained by the appropriate State li-
censing agency. 

(b) The State licensing agency shall 
disburse vending machine income to 
blind vendors within the State on at 
least a quarterly basis. 

(c) Vending machine income which is 
retained under paragraph (a) of this 
section by a State licensing agency 
shall be used by such agency for the es-
tablishment and maintenance of retire-
ment or pension plans, for health in-
surance contributions, and for the pro-
vision of paid sick leave and vacation 
time for blind vendors in such State, if 
it is so determined by a majority vote 
of blind vendors licensed by the State 
licensing agency, after such agency has 
provided to each such vendor informa-
tion on all matters relevant to such 
purposes. Any vending machine income 
not necessary for such purposes shall 
be used by the State licensing agency 
for the maintenance and replacement 
of equipment, the purchase of new 
equipment, management services, and 
assuring a fair minimum return to ven-
dors. Any assessment charged to blind 
vendors by a State licensing agency 
shall be reduced pro rata in an amount 
equal to the total of such remaining 
vending machine income.

§ 395.9 The setting aside of funds by 
the State licensing agency. 

(a) The State licensing agency shall 
establish in writing the extent to 
which funds are to be set aside or 
caused to be set aside from the net pro-
ceeds of the operation of the vending 
facilities and, to the extent applicable, 
from vending machine income under 
§ 395.8(c) in an amount determined by 
the Secretary to be reasonable. 

(b) Funds may be set aside under 
paragraph (a) of this section only for 
the purposes of: 

(1) Maintenance and replacement of 
equipment; 

(2) The purchase of new equipment; 
(3) Management services; 
(4) Assuring a fair minimum of re-

turn to vendors; or 
(5) The establishment and mainte-

nance of retirement or pension funds, 
health insurance contributions, and 
provision for paid sick leave and vaca-
tion time, if it is so determined by a 
majority vote of blind vendors licensed 
by the State licensing agency, after 
such agency provides to each such ven-
dor information on all matters rel-
evant to such proposed purposes. 
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(c) The State licensing agency shall 
further set out the method of deter-
mining the charge for each of the above 
purposes listed in paragraph (b) of this 
section, which will be determined with 
the active participation of the State 
Committee of Blind Vendors and which 
will be designed to prevent, so far as is 
practicable, a greater charge for any 
purpose than is reasonably required for 
that purpose. The State licensing agen-
cy shall maintain adequate records to 
support the reasonableness of the 
charges for each of the purposes listed 
in this section, including any reserves 
necessary to assure that such purposes 
can be achieved on a consistent basis.

§ 395.10 The maintenance and replace-
ment of vending facility equipment. 

The State licensing agency shall 
maintain (or cause to be maintained) 
all vending facility equipment in good 
repair and in an attractive condition 
and shall replace or cause to be re-
placed worn-out and obsolete equip-
ment as required to ensure the contin-
ued successful operation of the facility.

§ 395.11 Training program for blind in-
dividuals. 

The State licensing agency shall en-
sure that effective programs of voca-
tional and other training services, in-
cluding personal and vocational adjust-
ment, books, tools, and other training 
materials, shall be provided to blind in-
dividuals as vocational rehabilitation 
services under the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 (Pub. L. 93–112), as amended by 
the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 
1974 (Pub. L. 93–516). Such programs 
shall include on-the-job training in all 
aspects of vending facility operation 
for blind persons with the capacity to 
operate a vending facility, and upward 
mobility training (including further 
education and additional training or 
retraining for improved work opportu-
nities) for all blind licensees. The State 
licensing agency shall further ensure 
that post-employment services shall be 
provided to blind vendors as vocational 
rehabilitation services as necessary to 
assure that the maximum vocational 
potential of such vendors is achieved 
and suitable employment is main-
tained within the State’s vending facil-
ity program.

§ 395.12 Access to program and finan-
cial information. 

Each blind vendor under this part 
shall be provided access to all financial 
data of the State licensing agency rel-
evant to the operation of the State 
vending facility program, including 
quarterly and annual financial reports, 
provided that such disclosure does not 
violate applicable Federal or State 
laws pertaining to the disclosure of 
confidential information. Insofar as 
practicable, such data shall be made 
available in braille or recorded tape. At 
the request of a blind vendor State li-
censing agency staff shall arrange a 
convenient time to assist in the inter-
pretation of such financial data.

§ 395.13 Evidentiary hearings and ar-
bitration of vendor complaints. 

(a) The State licensing agency shall 
specify in writing and maintain proce-
dures whereby such agency affords an 
opportunity for a full evidentiary hear-
ing to each blind vendor (which proce-
dures shall also apply to cases under 
§ 395.6(e)) dissatisfied with any State li-
censing agency action arising from the 
operation or administration of the 
vending facility program. When such 
blind vendor is dissatisfied with any 
action taken or decision rendered as a 
result of such hearing, he may file a 
complaint with the Secretary. Such 
complaint shall be accompanied by all 
available supporting documents, in-
cluding a statement of the decision 
which was rendered and the reasons in 
support thereof. 

(b) The filing of a complaint under 
paragraph (a) of this section with ei-
ther the State licensing agency or the 
Secretary shall indicate consent by the 
blind vendor for the release of such in-
formation as is necessary for the con-
duct of a full evidentiary hearing or 
the hearing of an ad hoc arbitration 
panel. 

(c) Upon receipt of a complaint filed 
by a blind vendor which meets the re-
quirements established by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary shall convene an 
ad hoc arbitration panel which shall, in 
accordance with the provisions of 5 
U.S.C. chapter 5, subchapter II, give 
notice, conduct a hearing, and render 
its decision which shall be final and 
binding on the parties except that such 
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decision shall be subject to appeal and 
review as a final agency action for pur-
poses of the provisions of 5 U.S.C. chap-
ter 7. 

(d) The arbitration panel convened by 
the Secretary to hear the grievances of 
blind vendors shall be composed of 
three members appointed as follows: 

(1) One individual designated by the 
State licensing agency; 

(2) One individual designated by the 
blind vendor; and 

(3) One individual not employed by 
the State licensing agency or, where 
appropriate, its parent agency, who 
shall be jointly designated by the other 
members of the panel and who shall 
serve as chairman of the panel. 

(e) If either the State licensing agen-
cy or the blind vendor fails to des-
ignate a member of an arbitration 
panel, the Secretary shall designate 
such member on behalf of such party. 

(f) The decisions of an arbitration 
panel convened by the Secretary under 
this section shall be matters of public 
record and shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(g) The Secretary shall pay all rea-
sonable costs of arbitration under this 
section in accordance with a schedule 
of fees and expenses which shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(h) The provisions of this section 
shall not require the participation of 
grantors of permits for the operation of 
vending facilities on property other 
than Federal property.

§ 395.14 The State Committee of Blind 
Vendors. 

(a) The State licensing agency shall 
provide for the biennial election of a 
State Committee of Blind Vendors 
which, to the extent possible, shall be 
fully representative of all blind ven-
dors in the State program on the basis 
of such factors as geography and vend-
ing facility type with a goal of pro-
viding for proportional representation 
of blind vendors on Federal property 
and blind vendors on other property. 
Participation by any blind vendor in 
any election shall not be conditioned 
upon the payment of dues or any other 
fees. 

(b) The State Committee of Blind 
Vendors shall: 

(1) Actively participate with the 
State licensing agency in major admin-
istrative decisions and policy and pro-
gram development decisions affecting 
the overall administration of the 
State’s vending facility program; 

(2) Receive and transmit to the State 
licensing agency grievances at the re-
quest of blind vendors and serve as ad-
vocates for such vendors in connection 
with such grievances; 

(3) Actively participate with the 
State licensing agency in the develop-
ment and administration of a State 
system for the transfer and promotion 
of blind vendors; 

(4) Actively participate with the 
State licensing agency in the develop-
ment of training and retraining pro-
grams for blind vendors; and 

(5) Sponsor, with the assistance of 
the State licensing agency, meetings 
and instructional conferences for blind 
vendors within the State.

§ 395.15 Use of nominee agreements. 
(a) The State licensing agency may 

enter into an agreement whereby an-
other agency or organization under-
takes to furnish services to blind ven-
dors. Such agreement shall be in writ-
ing and shall contain provisions which: 

(1) Clearly insure the retention by 
the State licensing agency of full re-
sponsibility for the administration and 
operation of all phases of the program; 

(2) Specify the type and extent of the 
services to be provided under such 
agreement; 

(3) Provide that no set-aside charges 
will be collected from blind vendors ex-
cept as specified in such agreement; 

(4) Specify that no nominee will be 
allowed to exercise any function with 
respect to funds for the purchase of 
new equipment or for assuring a fair 
minimum of return to vendors, except 
to collect and hold solely for disposi-
tion in accordance with the order of 
the State licensing agency any charges 
authorized for those purposes by the li-
censing agency; and 

(5) Specify that only the State licens-
ing agency shall have control with re-
spect to selection, placement, transfer, 
financial participation and termi-
nation of the vendors, and the preser-
vation, utilization, and disposition of 
program assets. 
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(b) If the State licensing agency per-
mits any agency or organization other 
than a vendor to hold any right, title 
to, or interest in vending facilities or 
stock, the arrangement shall be one 
permitted by State law and shall speci-
fy in writing that all such right, title 
to, or interest is held by such agency 
or organization as the nominee of the 
State licensing agency for program 
purposes and subject to the paramount 
right of the State licensing agency to 
direct and control the use, transfer, 
and disposition of such vending facili-
ties or stock.

§ 395.16 Permit for the establishment 
of vending facilities. 

Prior to the establishment of each 
vending facility, other than a cafeteria, 
the State licensing agency shall submit 
an application for a permit setting 
forth the location, the amount of space 
necessary for the operation of the 
vending facility; the type of facility 
and equipment, the number, location 
and type of vending machines and 
other terms and conditions desired to 
be included in the permit. Such appli-
cation shall be submitted for the ap-
proval of the head of the Federal prop-
erty managing department, agency, or 
instrumentality. When an application 
is not approved, the head of the Fed-
eral property managing department, 
agency, or instrumentality shall advise 
the State licensing agency in writing 
and shall indicate the reasons for the 
disapproval.

§ 395.17 Suspension of designation as 
State licensing agency. 

(a) If the Secretary has reason to be-
lieve that, in the administration of the 
program, there is a failure on the part 
of any State licensing agency to com-
ply substantially with the Act and this 
part, he shall so inform such agency in 
writing, setting forth, in detail, the 
areas in which there is such failure and 
giving it a reasonable opportunity to 
comply. 

(b) If, after the lapse of a reasonable 
time, the Secretary is of the opinion 
that such failure to comply still con-
tinues and that the State licensing 
agency is not taking the necessary 
steps to comply, he shall offer to such 
agency, by reasonable notice in writing 

thereto and to the chief executive of 
the State, an opportunity for a hearing 
before the Secretary (or person des-
ignated by the Secretary) to determine 
whether there is a failure on the part 
of such agency to comply substantially 
with the provisions of the Act and of 
this part. 

(c) If it is thereupon determined that 
there is a failure on the part of such 
agency to comply substantially with 
the Act and this part, appropriate writ-
ten notice shall be given to such agen-
cy and to the chief executive of the 
State suspending such agency’s des-
ignation as licensing agency effective 
90 days from the date of such notice. A 
copy of such written notice shall be 
given to each department, agency, or 
instrumentality of the United States 
responsible for the maintenance, oper-
ation, and protection of Federal prop-
erty on which vending machines sub-
ject to the requirements of § 395.32 are 
located in the State. Upon the suspen-
sion of such designation, vending ma-
chine income from vending machines 
on Federal property due for accrual to 
the State licensing agency under 
§ 395.32 shall be retained in escrow by 
such department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States respon-
sible for the maintenance, operation 
and protection of the Federal property 
on which such vending machines are lo-
cated, pending redesignation of the 
State licensing agency or rescission of 
the suspension under paragraph (e) of 
this section. 

(d) If, before the expiration of such 90 
days, the Secretary (or person des-
ignated by him) determines that the 
State licensing agency is taking the 
necessary steps to comply, he may 
postpone the effective date of such sus-
pension for such time as he deems nec-
essary in the best interest of the pro-
gram. 

(e) If, prior to the effective date of 
such suspension, the Secretary (or per-
son designated by him) finds that there 
is no longer a failure on the part of the 
State licensing agency to comply sub-
stantially with the provisions of the 
Act and this part, he shall so notify the 
agency, the chief executive of the 
State, and each Federal department, 
agency, or instrumentality required to 
place funds in escrow under paragraph 
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(c) of this section, in which event the 
suspension of the designation shall not 
become effective and the requirement 
to place funds in escrow shall be termi-
nated.

Subpart C—Federal Property 
Management

§ 395.30 The location and operation of 
vending facilities for blind vendors 
on Federal property. 

(a) Each department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States in 
control of the maintenance, operation, 
and protection of Federal property 
shall take all steps necessary to assure 
that, wherever feasible, in light of ap-
propriate space and potential patron-
age, one or more vending facilities for 
operation by blind licensees shall be lo-
cated on all Federal property Provided 
that the location or operation of such 
facility or facilities would not ad-
versely affect the interests of the 
United States. Blind persons licensed 
by State licensing agencies shall be 
given priority in the operation of vend-
ing facilities on any Federal property. 

(b) Any limitation on the location or 
operation of a vending facility for blind 
vendors by a department, agency or in-
strumentality of the United States 
based on a finding that such location 
or operation or type of location or op-
eration would adversely affect the in-
terests of the United States shall be 
fully justified in writing to the Sec-
retary who shall determine whether 
such limitation is warranted. A deter-
mination made by the Secretary con-
cerning such limitation shall be bind-
ing on any department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States af-
fected by such determination. The Sec-
retary shall publish such determina-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER along 
with supporting documents directly re-
lating to the determination. 

(c) Priority in the operation of vend-
ing facilities in areas administered by 
the National Park Service or the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration shall be given to blind vendors. 
Priority in the awarding of contracts 
for the operation of concessions in such 
areas when such concessions provide 
accommodations, facilities, and serv-
ices of a scope or of a character not 

generally available in vending facili-
ties operated by blind vendors shall be 
given in accordance with the provisions 
of the Concession Policy Act (Pub. L. 
98–249, 16 U.S.C. 1) or the National Aer-
onautics and Space Act of 1958, as 
amended (Pub. L. 85–568, 42 U.S.C. 2473). 
The provisions of this part shall not 
apply when all accommodations, facili-
ties, or services in such areas are oper-
ated by a single responsible conces-
sioner.

§ 395.31 Acquisition and occupation of 
Federal property. 

(a) Effective January 2, 1975, no de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality 
of the United States shall undertake to 
acquire by ownership, rent, or lease, or 
to otherwise occupy, in whole or in 
part, any building unless it is deter-
mined that such building includes a 
satisfactory site or sites for the loca-
tion and operation of a vending facility 
by a blind vendor. In those cases where 
a purchase contract, an agreement to 
lease, or other similar commitment 
was entered into prior to January 2, 
1975, the provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply. 

(b) Effective January 2, 1975, no de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality 
of the United States, shall undertake 
to occupy, in whole or in part, any 
building which is to be constructed, 
substantially altered, or renovated, or 
in the case of a building which is occu-
pied on January 2, 1975 by a depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States, no such department, 
agency, or instrumentality shall under-
take to substantially alter or renovate 
such building, unless it is determined 
that the design for such construction, 
substantial alteration, or renovation 
includes a satisfactory site or sites for 
the location and operation of a vending 
facility by a blind vendor. In those 
cases where a design contract or other 
similar commitment was entered into 
prior to January 2, 1975, the provisions 
of this paragraph shall not apply. For 
purposes of this paragraph, substantial 
alteration or renovation of a building 
means a permanent material change in 
the floor area of such building which 
would render such building appropriate 
for the location and operation of a 
vending facility by a blind vendor. 
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