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National Park Service, Interior § 60.4 

Preservation Program in effect under 
prior authority of law before December 
12, 1980, shall be treated as an approved 
program until the Secretary approves a 
program submitted by the State for 
purposes of the Amendments or Decem-
ber 12, 1983, unless the Secretary choos-
es to rescind such approval because of 
program deficiencies. 

(o) State Review Board. The State Re-
view Board is a body whose members 
represent the professional fields of 
American history, architectural his-
tory, historic architecture, prehistoric 
and historic archeology, and other pro-
fessional disciplines and may include 
citizen members. In States with ap-
proved State historic preservation pro-
grams the State Review Board reviews 
and approves National Register nomi-
nations concerning whether or not 
they meet the criteria for evaluation 
prior to their submittal to the NPS. 

(p) Structure. A structure is a work 
made up of interdependent and inter-
related parts in a definite pattern of 
organization. Constructed by man, it is 
often an engineering project large in 
scale.

Examples 

Swanton Covered Railroad Bridge (Swanton 
vicinity, VT) 

Old Point Loma Lighthouse (San Diego, CA) 
North Point Water Tower (Milwaukee, WI) 
Reber Radio Telescope (Green Bay vicinity, 

WI)

(q) Thematic Group Format submission. 
A Thematic Group Format submission 
for nominating properties to the Na-
tional Register is one which includes a 
finite group of resources related to one 
another in a clearly distinguishable 
way. They may be related to a single 
historic person, event, or develop-
mental force; of one building type or 
use, or designed by a single architect; 
of a single archeological site form, or 
related to a particular set of archeo-
logical research problems. 

(r) To nominate. To nominate is to 
propose that a district, site, building, 
structure, or object be listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places by 
preparing a nomination form, with ac-
companying maps and photographs 
which adequately document the prop-
erty and are technically and profes-
sionally correct and sufficient.

§ 60.4 Criteria for evaluation. 

The criteria applied to evaluate prop-
erties (other than areas of the National 
Park System and National Historic 
Landmarks) for the National Register 
are listed below. These criteria are 
worded in a manner to provide for a 
wide diversity of resources. The fol-
lowing criteria shall be used in evalu-
ating properties for nomination to the 
National Register, by NPS in reviewing 
nominations, and for evaluating Na-
tional Register eligibility of prop-
erties. Guidance in applying the cri-
teria is further discussed in the ‘‘How 
To’’ publications, Standards & Guide-
lines sheets and Keeper’s opinions of 
the National Register. Such materials 
are available upon request.

National Register criteria for evaluation. The 
quality of significance in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering, and 
culture is present in districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, and objects that possess in-
tegrity of location, design, setting, mate-
rials, workmanship, feeling, and association 
and 

(a) that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or 

(b) that are associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past; or 

(c) that embody the distinctive character-
istics of a type, period, or method of con-
struction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, 
or that represent a significant and distin-
guishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

(d) that have yielded, or may be likely to 
yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 

Criteria considerations. Ordinarily ceme-
teries, birthplaces, or graves of historical 
figures, properties owned by religious insti-
tutions or used for religious purposes, struc-
tures that have been moved from their origi-
nal locations, reconstructed historic build-
ings, properties primarily commemorative in 
nature, and properties that have achieved 
significance within the past 50 years shall 
not be considered eligible for the National 
Register. However, such properties will qual-
ify if they are integral parts of districts that 
do meet the criteria of if they fall within the 
following categories: 

(a) A religious property deriving primary 
significance from architectural or artistic 
distinction or historical importance; or 

(b) A building or structure removed from 
its original location but which is significant 
primarily for architectural value, or which is
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the surviving structure most importantly as-
sociated with a historic person or event; or 

(c) A birthplace or grave of a historical fig-
ure of outstanding importance if there is no 
appropriate site or building directly associ-
ated with his productive life. 

(d) A cemetery which derives its primary 
significance from graves of persons of tran-
scendent importance, from age, from distinc-
tive design features, or from association 
with historic events; or 

(e) A reconstructed building when accu-
rately executed in a suitable environment 
and presented in a dignified manner as part 
of a restoration master plan, and when no 
other building or structure with the same as-
sociation has survived; or 

(f) A property primarily commemorative in 
intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic 
value has invested it with its own excep-
tional significance; or 

(g) A property achieving significance with-
in the past 50 years if it is of exceptional im-
portance. 

This exception is described further in NPS 
‘‘How To’’ #2, entitled ‘‘How to Evaluate and 
Nominate Potential National Register Prop-
erties That Have Achieved Significance 
Within the Last 50 Years’’ which is available 
from the National Register of Historic 
Places Division, National Park Service, 
United States Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 20240.

§ 60.5 Nomination forms and informa-
tion collection. 

(a) All nominations to the National 
Register are to be made on standard 
National Register forms. These forms 
are provided upon request to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, partici-
pating Federal agencies and others by 
the NPS. For archival reasons, no 
other forms, photocopied or otherwise, 
will be accepted. 

(b) The information collection re-
quirements contained in this part have 
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3507 
and assigned clearance number 1024–
0018. The information is being collected 
as part of the nomination of properties 
to the National Register. This informa-
tion will be used to evaluate the eligi-
bility of properties for inclusion in the 
National Register under established 
criteria. The obligation to respond is 
required to obtain a benefit.

§ 60.6 Nominations by the State His-
toric Preservation Officer under ap-
proved State Historic Preservation 
programs. 

(a) The State Historic Preservation 
Officer is responsible for identifying 
and nominating eligible properties to 
the National Register. Nomination 
forms are prepared under the super-
vision of the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer. The State Historic Preser-
vation Officer establishes statewide 
priorities for preparation and sub-
mittal of nominations for all prop-
erties meeting National Register cri-
teria for evaluation within the State. 
All nominations from the State shall 
be submitted in accord with the State 
priorities, which shall be consistent 
with an approved State historic preser-
vation plan. 

(b) The State shall consult with local 
authorities in the nomination process. 
The State provides notice of the intent 
to nominate a property and solicits 
written comments especially on the 
significance of the property and wheth-
er or not it meets the National Reg-
ister criteria for evaluation. The State 
notice also gives owners of private 
property an opportunity to concur in 
or object to listing. The notice is car-
ried out as specified in the subsections 
below. 

(c) As part of the nomination process, 
each State is required to notify in writ-
ing the property owner(s), except as 
specified in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, of the State’s intent to bring the 
nomination before the State Review 
Board. The list of owners shall be ob-
tained from either official land rec-
ordation records or tax records, which-
ever is more appropriate, within 90 
days prior to the notification of intent 
to nominate. If in any State the land 
recordation or tax records is not the 
most appropriate list from which to ob-
tain owners that State shall notify the 
Keeper in writing and request approval 
that an alternative source of owners 
may be used. 
The State is responsible for notifying 
only those owners whose names appear 
on the list consulted. Where there is 
more than one owner on the list, each 
separate owner shall be notified. The
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