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to all allegations of discrimination on 
the basis of handicap in programs or 
activities conducted by the agency. 

(b) The agency shall process com-
plaints alleging violations of section 
504 with respect to employment accord-
ing to the procedures established by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission in 29 CFR part 1613 pursu-
ant to section 501 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 791). 

(c) Responsiblity for implementation 
and operation of this section shall be 
vested in the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Director. 

(d) Complaints may be delivered or 
mailed to the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Director, ATBCB, 330 C 
Street, SW., Rm. 1010, Washington, DC 
20202. 

(e) The agency shall accept and in-
vestigate all complete complaints over 
which it has jurisdiction. All complete 
complaints must be filed within 180 
days of the alleged act of discrimina-
tion. The agency may extend this time 
period for good cause. 

(f) If the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Director receives a complaint 
that is not complete, he or she shall 
notify the complainant, within 30 days 
of receipt of the incomplete complaint, 
that additional information is needed. 
If the complainant fails to complete 
the complaint within 30 days of receipt 
of this notice, the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Director shall dismiss the 
complaint without prejudice, and shall 
notify the complainant of such dis-
missal. 

(g) If the agency receives a complaint 
over which it does not have jurisdic-
tion, it shall promptly notify the com-
plainant and shall make reasonable ef-
forts to refer the complaint to the ap-
propriate government entity. 

(h) The agency shall notify the Direc-
tor of the Compliance and Enforcement 
Division of any complaint alleging that 
a building or facility is not readily ac-
cessible to and usable by handicapped 
persons. The Director of the Compli-
ance and Enforcement Division shall 
determine whether or not the building 
or facility is subject to the Architec-
tural Barriers Act of 1968, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 4151–4157), or section 502 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended (29 U.S.C. 792). 

(i) Within 180 days of the receipt of a 
complete complaint over which it has 
jurisdiction, the agency shall notify 
the complainant of the results of the 
investigation in a letter containing— 

(1) Findings of fact and conclusions 
of law; 

(2) A description of a remedy for each 
violation found; and 

(3) A notice of the right to appeal. 
(j) Appeals of the findings of fact and 

conclusions of law or remedies must be 
filed by the complainant within 90 days 
of receipt from the agency of the letter 
required by § 1154.170(g). The agency 
may extend this time for good cause. 

(k) Timely appeals shall be accepted 
and processed by the head of the agen-
cy. 

(l) The head of the agency shall no-
tify the complainant of the results of 
the appeal within 60 days of the receipt 
of the request. If the head of the agen-
cy determines that additional informa-
tion is needed from the complainant, 
he/she shall have 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the additional information 
to make his/her determination on the 
appeal. 

(m) The time limits cited in para-
graphs (i) and (l) of this section may be 
extended with the permission of the 
Assistant Attorney General. 

(n) The agency may delegate its au-
thority for conducting complaint in-
vestigations to other Federal agencies, 
except that the authority for making 
the final determination may not be 
delegated to another agency.

PART 1190—MINIMUM GUIDELINES 
AND REQUIREMENTS FOR AC-
CESSIBLE DESIGN

Subpart A—General

Sec.
1190.1 Purpose. 
1190.2 Applicability: Buildings and facilities 

subject to guidelines and standards. 
1190.3 Definitions. 
1190.4 Issuance of Architectural Barriers 

Act standards by standard-setting agen-
cies. 

1190.5 Guidelines: Other uses. 
1190.6 Interpretation of guidelines. 
1190.7 Severability.

Subpart B—Scope

1190.30 Scope. [Reserved] 
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1190.31 Accessible buildings and facilities: 
New construction. 

1190.32 Accessible buildings and facilities: 
Additions. 

1190.33 Accessible buildings and facilities: 
Alterations. 

1190.34 Accessible buildings and facilities: 
Leased.

Subpart C—Technical Provisions

1190.40 Technical specifications. 
1190.50 Exceptions.

Subpart D—Special Building or Facility 
Types or Elements

1190.60 Special building or facility types.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 502(b), Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 792(b)(7)), as amended by 
the Rehabilitation, Comprehensive Services, 
and Developmental Disabilities Amendments 
of 1978 (sec. 119, Pub. L. 602, 92 Stat. 2982, and 
the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1986 
(Pub. L. 99–506, 100 Stat. 1801).

SOURCE: 47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General
§ 1190.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment section 502(b)(7) of the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 792(b)(7)), 
as amended, which requires the Archi-
tectural and Transportation Barriers 
Compliance Board to establish min-
imum guidelines and requirements for 
standards issued under the Architec-
tural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 
et seq.), as amended. This part and the 
standards to be based on it are in-
tended to ensure that certain buildings 
and facilities financed with Federal 
funds are designed, constructed, or al-
tered so as to be readily accessible to, 
and usable by, physically handicapped 
persons.

§ 1190.2 Applicability: Building and fa-
cilities subject to guidelines and 
standards 

(a) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion, the term: 

(1) Constructed or altered on behalf of 
the United States means constructed or 
altered for purchase by the United 
States, or constructed or altered for 
the use of the United States. 

(2) Primarily for use by able-bodied mili-
tary personnel means expected to be oc-
cupied, used, or visited principally by 

military service personnel. Examples 
of buildings so intended are barracks, 
officers’ quarters, and closed messes. 

(3) Privately owned residential struc-
tures means a single or multifamily 
dwelling not owned by a unit or 
subunit of Federal, state, or local gov-
ernment. 

(b) Buildings and facilities covered. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section, the standards to be issued 
by the standard-setting agencies in 
conformance with these minimum 
guidelines and requirements apply as 
provided in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion to any building or facility— 

(1) The intended use for which ei-
ther— 

(i) Will require that such building or 
facility be accessible to the public, or 

(ii) May result in employment or res-
idence therein of physically handi-
capped persons; and 

(2) Which is— 
(i) To be constructed or altered by or 

on behalf of the United States; 
(ii) To be leased in whole or in part 

by the United States after August 12, 
1968, and before January 1, 1977, after 
construction or alteration in accord-
ance with plans and specifications of 
the United States; 

(iii) To be leased in whole or in part 
by the United States on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1977; 

(iv) To be financed in whole or in 
part by a grant or loan made by the 
United States after August 12, 1968, if 
the building or facility may be subject 
to standards for design, construction, 
or alteration issued under the law au-
thorizing the grant or loan; or 

(v) To be constructed under the au-
thority of the National Capital Trans-
portation Act of 1960, the National Cap-
ital Transportation Act of 1965, or Title 
III of the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Regulation Compact. 

(c) Buildings and facilities not covered. 
The guidelines and requirements and 
the standards do not apply to— 

(1) Any privately owned residential 
structure, unless it is leased by the 
Federal government on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1977, for subsidized housing pro-
grams; or 
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(2) Any building or facility on a mili-
tary installation designed and con-
structed primarily for use by able-bod-
ied military personnel. 

(d) Application and effective date of 
standards. Any covered building or fa-
cility, as provided in this section, 
which is designed, constructed, or al-
tered after the effective date of a 
standard issued in conformance with 
this guideline which is applicable to 
the building or facility, shall be de-
signed, constructed, or altered in ac-
cordance with the standard. Any other 
building or facility covered by the Ar-
chitectural Barriers Act, if and when 
required by law, shall comply with 
such standards issued in conformance 
with this part as are appropriate. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982, as amended at 54 
FR 5444, Feb. 3, 1989]

§ 1190.3 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the term: 
ATBCB means the Architectural and 

Transportation Barriers Compliance 
Board. 

Access aisle means a pedestrian space 
between elements such as parking 
spaces, seating, and desks. 

Accessible means in compliance with 
the specifications and requirements of 
any applicable standard issued by a 
standard-setting agency in conform-
ance with this part. Accessible describes 
a site, building, facility, or portion 
thereof that complies with these re-
quirements, and that can be ap-
proached, entered, and used by phys-
ically handicapped persons. Accessible 
elements and spaces of a building or fa-
cility including doors provided adja-
cent to a turnstile or a revolving door, 
shall be subject to the same use pat-
terns as other elements and spaces of 
the building or facility. 

Accessible route means a continuous 
unobstructed path connecting acces-
sible elements and spaces in a building 
or facility and complying with the 
space and reach requirements of any 
standard issued by a standard-setting 
agency in conformance with this part. 
(Interior accessible routes may include 
but are not limited to corridors, floors, 
ramps, elevators, lifts, and clear floor 
space at fixtures. Exterior accessible 
routes may include but are not limited 

to parking access aisles, curb ramps, 
walks, ramps, and lifts.) 

Accessible space means a space that 
complies with any standard issued by a 
standard-setting agency in conform-
ance with this part. 

Adaptability means the capability of 
certain building spaces and elements, 
such as kitchen counters, sinks and 
grab bars, to be altered or added to so 
as to accommodate the needs of per-
sons with or without disabilities, or to 
accommodate the needs of persons with 
different types or degrees of disability. 

Addition means an expansion, exten-
sion, or increase in the gross floor area 
of a building or facility. 

Agency means a Federal department, 
agency or instrumentality, as defined 
in sections 551(1) and 701(b)(1) of title 5, 
United States Code, or an official au-
thorized to represent an agency. 

Alteration means any change in a 
building or facility or its permanent 
fixtures or equipment. It includes, but 
is not limited to, remodeling, renova-
tion, rehabilitation, reconstruction, 
changes or rearrangement in structural 
parts, and extraordinary repairs. It 
does not include normal maintenance, 
reroofing, interior decoration, or 
changes to mechanical systems. 

Architectural Barriers Act means the 
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968, Pub. 
L. 90–480, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4151 et 
seq.

Assembly area means a room or space 
accommodating fifty or more individ-
uals for religious, recreational, edu-
cational, political, social, or amuse-
ment purposes, or for the consumption 
of food and drink, and including all 
connected rooms or spaces with a com-
mon means of egress and ingress. Such 
areas as conference and meeting rooms 
accommodating fewer than fifty indi-
viduals are not considered assembly 
areas. 

Automatic door means a door— 
(1) Used for human passage and 
(2) Equipped with a power-operated 

mechanism and controls that open and 
close the door upon receipt of a mo-
mentary actuating signal. 

Building or facility means all or any 
portion of buildings, structures, equip-
ment, roads, walks, parking lots, 
parks, sites, or other real property or 
interest in such property. 
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Circulation path means an exterior or 
interior way of passage from one place 
to another for pedestrians, including, 
but not limited to, walks, hallways, 
courtyards, stairways, and stair land-
ings. 

Clear means unobstructed. 
Common use areas means those inte-

rior and exterior rooms, spaces or ele-
ments that are made available for the 
use of a restricted group of people (for 
example, residents of an apartment 
building, the occupants of an office 
building, or the guests of such resi-
dents or occupants). 

Construction means any erection of a 
new building or of an addition to an ex-
isting building or facility. 

Cross slope means the slope that is 
perpendicular to the direction of travel 
(see running slope). 

Curb ramp means a short ramp cut-
ting through a curb or built up to it. 

Detectable means perceptible by one 
or more of the senses. 

Detectable warning means a standard-
ized surface texture applied to or built 
into walking surfaces or other ele-
ments to warn visually impaired people 
of hazards in the path of travel. 

Dwelling unit means a single unit of 
residence that provides a kitchen or 
food preparation area, in addition to 
rooms and spaces for living, bathing, 
sleeping, and the like. 
A single family home is a dwelling 
unit, and dwelling units are to be found 
in such housing types as townhouses 
and apartment buildings. 

Egress or means of egress means a con-
tinuous and unobstructed way of exit 
travel from any point in a building or 
facility to an exterior walk or out of a 
fire zone. It includes all intervening 
rooms, spaces, or elements. 

Element means an architectural or 
mechanical component of a building, 
facility, space, or site, e.g., telephone, 
curb ramp, door, drinking fountain, 
seating, water closet. 

Entrance means any access point to a 
building or portion of a building or fa-
cility used for the purpose of entering. 
An entrance includes the approach 
walk, the vertical access leading to the 
entrance platform, the entrance plat-
form itself, vestibules if provided, the 
entry door(s) or gate(s), and the hard-
ware of the entry door(s) or gate(s). 

The principal entrance of a building or 
facility is the main door through which 
most people enter. 

Essential features means those ele-
ments and spaces that make a building 
or facility usable by, or serve the needs 
of, its occupants or users. Essential 
features include but are not limited to 
entrances, toilet rooms, and accessible 
routes. Essential features do not in-
clude those spaces that house the 
major activities for which the building 
or facility is intended, such as class-
rooms and offices. 

Exception means a special provision 
in this part or in a standard which in-
dicates an acceptable alternative, 
under specified circumstances, to a re-
quirement stated directly above the ex-
ception. 

Extraordinary repair means the re-
placement or renewal of any element of 
an existing building or facility for pur-
poses other than normal maintenance. 

Full and fair cash value is calculated 
for the estimated date on which work 
will commence on a project and 
means— 

(1) The assessed valuation of a build-
ing or facility as recorded in the asses-
sor’s office of the municipality and as 
equalized at one hundred percent 
(100%) valuation—

(NOTE: The one hundred percent (100%) 
equalized assessed value shall be based upon 
the state’s most recent determination of the 
particular city’s or town’s assessment ratio.

Example: Town X has an assessment ratio 
of forty percent (40%), and the particular 
building in question is assessed at $200,000.00. 
To determine the equalized assessed value of 
this building, divide $200,000.00 by .40, and the 
equalized assessed value equals $500,000.00.);

(2) The replacement cost; or 
(3) The fair market value. 
Guidelines and requirements means 

this part. 
Housing means a building, facility, or 

portion thereof, excluding inpatient 
health care facilities, that contains one 
or more dwelling units or sleeping ac-
commodations. Housing may include, 
but is not limited to, one-family and 
two-family dwellings, multifamily 
dwellings, group homes, hotels, motels, 
dormitories, and mobile homes. 

Marked crossing means a crosswalk or 
other identified path intended for pe-
destrian use in crossing a vehicular 
way. 
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Multifamily housing means a project 
containing five or more dwelling units. 

Operable part means a part of equip-
ment or an appliance used to insert or 
withdraw objects, to activate or deacti-
vate equipment, or to adjust the equip-
ment (e.g., coin slot, push button, han-
dle). 

Physically handicapped person means 
an individual who has a physical im-
pairment, including impaired sensory, 
manual, or speaking abilities, which 
results in a functional limitation in ac-
cess to and use of a building or facility. 

Power-assisted door means a door— 
(1) Used for human passage; and 
(2) With a mechanism that helps to 

open the door, or relieve the opening 
resistance of a door, upon the activa-
tion of a switch or a continued force 
applied to the door itself. 

Public use means any interior and ex-
terior rooms or spaces made available 
to the general public. Public use may 
be provided at a building or facility 
that is privately or publicly owned. 

Ramp means a walking surface that 
has a running slope greater than 1:20. 

Reconstruction means the act or proc-
ess of reproducing by new construction 
the exact form and detail of a vanished 
building, structure, or object, or a part 
thereof, as it appeared at a specific pe-
riod of time. 

Restoration means the act or process 
of accurately recovering the form and 
details of a property and its setting as 
it appeared at a particular period of 
time by means of the removal of later 
works or by replacement of missing 
earlier work. 

Running slope means the slope that is 
parallel to the direction of travel (see 
cross slope). 

Section 502 of the Rehabilitation Act or 
section 502 means section 502 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973, Pub. L. 93–112, 
29 U.S.C. 792, as amended. 

Service entrance means an entrance 
intended primarily for delivery or serv-
ice. 

Shall denotes a mandatory require-
ment. 

Signage means the display of written, 
symbolic, tactile, or pictorial informa-
tion. 

Site means a parcel of land bounded 
by a property line or a designated por-
tion of a public right-of-way. 

Site improvements means landscaping, 
paving for pedestrian and vehicular 
ways, outdoor lighting, recreational fa-
cilities, and similar site additions. 

Sleeping accommodations means rooms 
in which people sleep (for example, dor-
mitory and hotel or motel guest 
rooms). 

Space means a definable area, e.g., 
toilet room, hall, assembly area, park-
ing area, entrance, storage room, al-
cove, courtyard, or lobby. 

Standard means any standard for ac-
cessibility issued under the Architec-
tural Barriers Act. 

Standard-setting agency means one of 
the four agencies required to issue 
standards under the Architectural Bar-
riers Act, i.e., the General Services Ad-
ministration, the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, the De-
partment of Defense, and the United 
States Postal Service. 

Structural impracticability means hav-
ing little likelihood of being accom-
plished without removing or altering a 
load-bearing structural member and/or 
incurring an increased cost of 50 per-
cent or more of the value of the ele-
ment of the building or facility in-
volved. 

Tactile means perceptible through the 
sense of touch. 

Temporary means elements are not 
permanent (i.e., installed for less than 
six months) and are not required for 
safety reasons. 

Walk means an exterior pathway or 
space with a prepared surface intended 
for pedestrian use and having a slope of 
1:20 or less. It includes general pedes-
trian areas such as plazas and courts. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982, as amended at 54 
FR 5444, Feb. 3, 1989]

§ 1190.4 Issuance of Architectural Bar-
riers Act standards by standard-set-
ting agencies. 

(a) These guidelines and require-
ments are the minimum guidelines and 
requirements for standards issued 
under the Architectural Barriers Act 
by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices, Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, Secretary of Defense, 
and Postmaster General. 

(b) Standards which conform to or 
exceed the provisions of the guidelines 
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shall be deemed in compliance with the 
guidelines and requirements. 

(c) Each standard-setting agency is 
encouraged to issue standards which 
follow the format of these guidelines 
and requirements. However, standards 
which differ in format from these 
guidelines and requirements but are 
otherwise consistent with the guide-
lines and requirements shall be deemed 
in compliance with these guidelines 
and requirements.

§ 1190.5 Guidelines: Other uses. 
These minimum guidelines and re-

quirements and those standards pub-
lished by the four standard-setting 
agencies under the Architectural Bar-
riers Act of 1968, as amended, may be 
used by other governmental and non-
governmental entities, along with 
other sources, to develop their own 
standards.

§ 1190.6 Interpretation of guidelines. 
(a) These guidelines and require-

ments shall be liberally construed to 
carry out the purposes and provisions 
of the Architectural Barriers Act and 
section 502 of the Rehabilitation Act. 

(b) Words importing the singular 
number may extend and be applied to 
the plural and vice versa. However, un-
less otherwise specified in the guide-
lines and requirements, each element 
or space of a particular building or fa-
cility shall comply with the guidelines 
and requirements. 

(c) Use of the imperative mood, e.g., 
‘‘provide,’’ means the provision is man-
datory. This form is being used to 
avoid wordiness and monotony but 
means the same as if the word ‘‘shall’’ 
had been included. 

(d) The provisions in the minimum 
guidelines and requirements are based 
upon adult dimensions and 
anthropometrics. 

(e) Dimensions that are not marked 
‘‘minimum’’ or ‘‘maximum’’ are abso-
lute, unless otherwise indicated in the 
text or captions. All dimensions are 
subject to conventional building toler-
ances for field conditions.

§ 1190.7 Severability. 
If any section, subsection, paragraph, 

sentence, clause, or phrase of these 
guidelines and requirements is declared 

invalid for any reason, the remaining 
portions of these guidelines and re-
quirements that are severable from the 
invalid part shall remain in full force 
and effect. If a part of these guidelines 
and requirements is invalid in one or 
more of its applications, the part shall 
remain in effect in all valid applica-
tions that are severable from the in-
valid applications. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982. Redesignated at 54 
FR 5444, Feb. 3, 1989]

Subpart B—Scope

§ 1190.30 Scope. [Reserved]

§ 1190.31 Accessible buildings and fa-
cilities: New construction. 

Except as otherwise provided in this 
part, all new construction of buildings 
and facilities shall comply with the 
minimum requirements set forth 
below. The citations beginning with 
‘‘ANSI’’ in the provisions which follow 
refer to the sections of the American 
National Standard, ANSI Al17.1–1986, 
‘‘Providing Accessibility and Usability 
for Physically Handicapped People’’ by 
the American National Standards In-
stitute, Inc. This incorporation by ref-
erence was approved by the Director of 
the Federal Register in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 
Copies may be obtained from the Amer-
ican National Standards Institute, Inc., 
1430 Broadway, New York, NY 10018. 
Copies may be inspected at the office of 
the U.S. Architectural and Transpor-
tation Barriers Compliance Board, 1111 
18th Street, NW., Suite 501, Wash-
ington, DC or at the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, 800 North Capitol Street, 
NW., suite 700, Washington,DC. 

(a) Accessible route. At least one ac-
cessible route shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.3, Accessible 
Routes (Incorporated by reference, see 
this paragraph (a).) 

(1) Required accessible route(s) shall 
connect an accessible building en-
trance with: 

(i) Transportation facilities located 
within the property line of a given site, 
including passenger loading zones, pub-
lic transportation facilities, taxi 
stands, and parking; 

(ii) Public streets and sidewalks; 
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(iii) Other accessible buildings, facili-
ties, elements, and spaces that are on 
the same site; and 

(iv) All accessible spaces, rooms, and 
elements within the building or facil-
ity. 

(2) Where fire code provisions require 
more than one means of egress from 
any space or room, then more than one 
accessible means of egress complying 
with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.3.10 
shall be provided for handicapped peo-
ple and shall be arranged so as to be 
readily accessible from all accessible 
rooms and spaces (Incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 1190.3l(a).) 

(b) Parking and passenger loading 
zones. (1) If any parking is provided, for 
employees or visitors, or both, each 
such parking area shall comply with 
ANSI A117.1–1986 section 4.6 Parking 
Spaces and Passenger Loading Zones 
(Incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section), and the fol-
lowing table:

Total parking in lot Required minimum number of ac-
cessible spaces 

1 to 25 .......................... 1. 
26 to 50 ........................ 2. 
51 to 75 ........................ 3. 
76 to 100 ...................... 4. 
101 to 150 .................... 5. 
151 to 200 .................... 6. 
201 to 300 .................... 7. 
301 to 400 .................... 8. 
401 to 500 .................... 9. 
501 to 1,000 ................. 2 pct of total. 
Over 1,000 ................... 20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000. 

Passenger loading zones shall provide 
an access aisle at least 60 in (1525 mm) 
wide and 20 ft (60 mm) long adjacent 
and parallel to the vehicle pull-up 
space. If there are curbs between the 
access aisle and the vehicle pull-up 
space, then a curb ramp complying 
with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.7 shall 
be provided. A minimum vertical clear-
ance of 114 in (3.45 m) shall be provided 
at accessible passenger loading zones 
and along vehicle access routes to such 
areas from site entrances. 

(i) Exception: The total number of ac-
cessible parking spaces may be distrib-
uted among parking lots, if greater ac-
cessibility is achieved. 

(ii) Exception: This paragraph does 
not apply to parking provided for offi-
cial government vehicles owned or 
leased by the government and used ex-
clusively for government purposes. 

Parking spaces for side lift vans are ac-
cessible parking spaces and may be 
used to meet the requirements of this 
paragraph. 

(2) If passenger loading zones are pro-
vided, at least one passenger loading 
zone shall comply with ANSI A117.1–
1986 section 4.6 Parking Spaces and 
Passenger Loading Zones (Incorporated 
by reference, see paragraph (a) of this 
section). 

(c) Ramps and curb ramps. If there is 
an abrupt level or grade change, if the 
slope is greater than 1:20, and if no 
other means of accessible vertical ac-
cess is provided, a ramp or curb ramp 
shall be provided. If a ramp or curb 
ramp is provided, it shall comply with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.7 Curb 
Ramps or 4.8 Ramps, as appropriate 
(Incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section.). 

(d) Stairs. Except as provided in para-
graph (f)(1) of this section, stairs con-
necting levels that are not connected 
by an elevator shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.9, Stairs. (Incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section.) 

(e) Handrails. Handrails shall be pro-
vided at each ramp and staircase as re-
quired in ANSI A117.1–1986, sections 4.8 
Ramps and 4.9 Stairs, respectively. (In-
corporated by reference, see paragraph 
(a) of this section.) 

(f) Elevators. One passenger elevator 
complying with ANSI A117.1–1986, sec-
tion 4.10, Elevators (incorporated by 
reference, see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion) shall serve each level in all multi-
story buildings and facilities. If more 
than one elevator is provided, each ele-
vator shall comply with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.10, Elevators (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section). All elevator control 
buttons shall be at least 3⁄4 in (19mm) 
in their smallest dimension. They shall 
be raised or flush. 

(1) Exception. Elevator pits, elevator 
penthouses, mechanical rooms, piping, 
or equipment catwalks are excepted 
from this requirement. 

(2) Exception. Ramps or platform lifts 
complying with ANSI A117.1–1986, sec-
tion 4.8 Ramps and ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.11 Platform Lifts (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
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of this section), respectively, may be 
used in lieu of an elevator. 

(g) Platform lifts. If the slope is great-
er than 1:20, and if no other means of 
accessible vertical access is provided, a 
platform lift may be provided if there 
is an abrupt level or grade change. If a 
platform lift is provided, it shall com-
ply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.11 
Platform Lifts (incorporation by ref-
erence, see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion), and should facilitate unassisted 
entry and exit from the lift. 

(h) Entrances. At least one principal 
entrance at each grade floor level to a 
building or facility shall comply with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.14, En-
trances (incorporated by reference, see 
paragraph (a) of this section). When a 
building or facility has entrances 
which normally serve any of the fol-
lowing functions: transportation facili-
ties, passenger loading zones, acces-
sible parking facilities, taxi stands, 
public streets and sidewalks, accessible 
interior vertical access, then at least 
one of the entrances serving each such 
function shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.14, Entrances (in-
corporated by reference, see paragraph 
(a) of this section). Because entrances 
also serve as exits, particularly in 
cases of emergency, the proximity of 
such accessible entrances and exits to 
all parts of the building is essential. It 
is preferable that all or most entrances 
and exits be accessible. One entrance 
may serve more than one function. 

(i) Doors. (1) At each accessible en-
trance to a building or facility, at least 
one door shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.13, Doors (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section). 

(2) Within a building or facility, at 
least one door at each accessible en-
trance to the accessible space shall 
comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.13, Doors (incorporated by reference, 
see paragraph (a) of this section). 

(3) Each door required by ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.3.10, Egress (in-
corporated by reference, see paragraph 
(a) of this section), shall comply with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.13, Doors 
(incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section). 

(4) Each door that is an element of an 
accessible route shall comply with 

ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.13, Doors 
(incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section). 

(j) Windows. If operable windows are 
provided, they shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.12 Windows. (In-
corporated by reference, see paragraph 
(a) of this section.)’’ 

(k) Toilet and bathing facilities. If toi-
let and bathing facilities are provided, 
then each public and common use toi-
let room shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.22, Toilet Rooms, 
Bathrooms, Bathing Facilities and 
Shower Rooms (incorporated by ref-
erence, see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Other toilet rooms shall be adapt-
able. If bathing facilities are provided, 
then each public and common use bath-
ing facility shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.22. In each such 
facility where any of the fixtures and 
accessories specified in ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.16, Water Closets; ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.17, Toilet Stalls; 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.18, Urinals; 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.19, Lava-
tories, Sinks and Mirrors; ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.20, Bathtubs; and ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.21, Shower Stalls, 
are provided, at least one accessible 
fixture and accessory of each type pro-
vided shall comply with the provisions 
in the subsection applicable to that fix-
ture or accessory. The size and ar-
rangement of toilet stalls shall comply 
with ANSI Fig. 30(a). Toilet stalls with 
a minimum depth of 56 in (1420 mm) 
(see ANSI Fig. 30(a)) shall have wall-
mounted closets. If the depth of toilet 
stalls is increased at least 3 in (75 mm), 
then a floor mounted water closet may 
be used. Arrangements shown for toilet 
stalls may be reversed to allow either a 
left-hand or right-hand approach. In-
stallation of a fixed shower head may 
be permitted in lieu of an adjustable 
height or hand-held shower head in 
unmonitored facilities where van-
dalism is a concern. Curbs in shower 
stalls that are 36 in by 36 in (915 mm by 
915 mm) shall have a maximum height 
of 1⁄2 in (13 mm). Bathrooms in dwelling 
units required to be accessible shall 
comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.32.4, Bathrooms. For special use situ-
ations, refer to Subpart E, Special 
Building or Facility Types or Ele-
ments.
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(l) Drinking fountains and water cool-
ers. If drinking fountains or water cool-
ers are provided, approximately 50% of 
those provided on each floor shall com-
ply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.15, 
Drinking Fountains and Water Coolers, 
(incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section), and shall be 
dispersed throughout the floor. If only 
one drinking fountain or water cooler 
is provided on any floor, it shall com-
ply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.15. 
It is preferred that if only one drinking 
fountain or water cooler is provided on 
any floor, then it should have two lev-
els with the lower level complying with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.15. 

(m) Controls and operating mecha-
nisms. If controls and operating mecha-
nisms are provided in accessible spaces, 
along accessible routes or as parts of 
accessible elements, each shall comply 
with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.25, 
Controls and Operating Mechanisms. 
(Incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section.) 

(n) Alarms. If alarm systems are pro-
vided, each shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.26, Alarms (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section). In facilities with sleep-
ing accommodations, the sleeping ac-
commodations required to be acces-
sible shall have an alarm system com-
plying with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.26.4, Auxiliary Alarms. Emergency 
warning systems in health care facili-
ties may be modified to suit standard 
health care alarm design practice. 

(o) Detectable warnings. Detectable 
warnings complying with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.27.3, Tactile Warnings on 
Doors to Hazardous Areas (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section), shall be provided on 
the hardware of all doors leading to 
hazardous areas. Such warnings shall 
not be used at emergency exit doors. 
Detectable warnings are not required 
at locations other than doors to haz-
ardous areas by this part. If detectable 
warnings are provided, the specifica-
tions at ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.27 
may be used as guidance.

NOTE: The ATBCB has funded research in 
the area of detectable tactile surface treat-
ments. The research findings were inconclu-
sive and, therefore, recommended no manda-
tory requirements at this time. Further in-
formation is being developed through addi-

tional research on detectable materials and 
fact-finding on current applications, particu-
larly on transit platforms. Technical assist-
ance materials including information about 
additional detectable cues (sound and resil-
iency) not discussed in ANSI are available 
from the ATBCB, 1111 18th Street, NW, Suite 
501, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 653–7834 
(voice or TDD).

(p) Signage. Signage shall comply 
with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.28, 
Signage (incorporated by reference, see 
paragraph (a) of this section). Perma-
nent signage that identifies rooms and 
spaces shall also comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.28.4. Exception: 
The provisions of ANSI A117.1–1986, sec-
tion 4.28.4 are not mandatory for tem-
porary information on room and space 
signage, such as current occupant’s 
name, provided the permanent room or 
space identification complies with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.28.4. 

(q) Telephones. (1) If public telephones 
are provided, then accessible public 
telephones shall comply with ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.29, Telephones 
(incorporated by reference, see para-
graph (a) of this section), and the fol-
lowing table:

Number of public telephones 
provided on each floor 

Number of telephones re-
quired to be accessible 1

One or more single unit in-
stallations.

One per floor. 

One bank 2 ............................. One per floor. 
Two or more banks 2 ............. One per bank. Accessible 

unit may be installed as a 
single unit in proximity (ei-
ther visible or with signage) 
to bank. At least one public 
telephone per floor shall 
meet the requirements for 
a forward reach tele-
phone.3

1 Additional public telephones may be installed at any 
height; however, the installation of accessible telephones is 
strongly recommended. Unless otherwise specified, acces-
sible telephones may be either forward reach or side reach 
telephones. 

2 A bank consists of two or more adjacent public telephones 
usually installed as a unit. 

3 Exception for exterior installations only: If dial-tone-first 
service is not available, then a side reach telephone may be 
installed instead of the required forward reach telephone (i.e., 
one telephone in proximity to each bank shall meet the re-
quirements of ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.29, Telephones 
(incorporated by reference, see paragraph (a) of this section)). 

(2) At least one of the public tele-
phones complying with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.29, Telephones (incor-
porated by reference, see paragraph (a) 
of this section), shall be equipped with 
a volume control. The installation of 
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additional volume controls is encour-
aged and these may be installed on any 
public telephone provided. 

(3) Signage. [Reserved] 
(r) Seating, tables, and work surfaces. 

If fixed seating, tables, and work sur-
faces are provided, at least 5 percent 
but always at least one of each element 
shall comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.30, Seating, Tables and Work 
Surfaces. (Incorporated by reference, 
see paragraph (a) of this section.) 

(s) Assembly areas, conference, or meet-
ing rooms. (1) If assembly areas are pro-
vided, accessible viewing positions 
shall comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.31, Auditorium and Assembly 
Areas (incorporated by reference, see 
paragraph (a) of this section), and the 
following table:

Capacity of assembly 
area Number of viewing positions 

50 to 75 ........................ 3. 
76 to 100 ...................... 4. 
101 to 150 .................... 5. 
151 to 200 .................... 6. 
201 to 300 .................... 7. 
301 to 400 .................... 8. 
401 to 500 .................... 9. 
501 to 1,000 ................. 2 pct of total. 
Over 1,000 ................... 20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000. 

Accessible viewing positions may be 
clustered in bleachers, balconies, and 
other areas that have sight lines re-
quiring slopes greater than 5 percent or 
to permit equivalent accessible viewing 
positions to be located on levels having 
accessible egress.

(2) Assembly areas with audio-ampli-
fication systems shall have a listening 
system complying with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.31, to assist a reasonable 
number of people but no fewer than 
two, with severe hearing loss. For as-
sembly areas without amplification 
systems and for spaces used primarily 
as meeting and conference rooms, a 
permanently installed or portable lis-
tening system shall be provided. This 
requirement may be satisfied by use of 
a portable system that requires little 
or no installation. If portable systems 
are used for conference and meeting 
rooms, the system may serve more 
than one room. 

(3) If performing areas are provided, 
accessible routes shall comply with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.3, Acces-
sible Routes, to performing areas, in-

cluding but not limited to stages, 
arena floors, dressing rooms, locker 
rooms, and other rooms and spaces re-
quired for use of the assembly area. 
(ANSI 4.33.5) 

(i) Exception. In alteration work 
where it is structurally impracticable 
to alter all performing areas to be on 
an accessible route, at least one of each 
type shall be made accessible. (ANSI 
4.33.6* and 4.33.7*) 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(t) Storage. If storage facilities such 

as cabinets, shelves, closets and draw-
ers are provided in accessible spaces for 
occupant use, at least one storage fa-
cility of each type provided shall com-
ply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.23, 
Storage. (Incorporated by reference, 
see paragraph (a) of this section.) Addi-
tional storage may be provided outside 
of the dimensions provided in ANSI 
A117.1–1986, section 4.23, Storage. (In-
corporated by reference, see paragraph 
(a) of this section.) 

(u) Housing. Accessible housing shall: 
(1) Comply with the requirements of 

this section as it applies to public use 
and common use areas and areas where 
handicapped persons may be employed, 
except as follows: 

(i) Elevators: Where provided, ele-
vators shall comply with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.10 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion). All elevator control buttons 
shall be at least 3⁄4 in (19 mm) in their 
smallest dimension. They shall be 
raised or flush. Elevators or other ac-
cessible means of vertical movement 
are not required in residential facili-
ties when: 

(A) No accessible dwelling units are 
located above or below the accessible 
grade level; and 

(B) At least one of each type of com-
mon area and amenity provided for use 
of residents and visitors is available at 
the accessible grade level. 

(ii) Entrances: Entrances complying 
with ANSI 4.14 shall be provided as nec-
essary to achieve access to and egress 
from buildings and facilities. EXCEP-
TION: In projects consisting of one-to-
four family dwellings where accessible 
entrances would be extraordinarily 
costly due to site conditions or local 
code restrictions, accessible entrances 

VerDate Sep<04>2002 14:25 Sep 13, 2002 Jkt 197132 PO 00000 Frm 00314 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197132T.XXX 197132T



315

Architectural and Transp. Barriers Compliance Board § 1190.32

are required only to those buildings 
containing accessible dwelling units. 

(iii) Common Areas: At least one of 
each type of common area and amenity 
in each project shall be accessible and 
shall be located on an accessible route 
to any accessible dwelling unit. 

(2) Provide dwelling units or sleeping 
accommodations complying with ANSI 
4.32, Dwelling Units, in accordance 
with the following table:

Facilities Application 

Hotels, motels, boarding 
houses.

5 percent of the total units, or at 
least one, whichever is greater. 

Multifamily housing (in-
cluding apartment 
houses) Federally as-
sisted.

5 percent of the total, or at least 
one unit, whichever is greater 
in multifamily housing projects. 

Federally owned ............. 5 percent of the total, or at least 
one unit, whichever is greater 
in multifamily housing projects. 

Dormitories ...................... 5 percent of the total, or at least 
one unit whichever is greater. 

One and two family 
dwelling Federally as-
sisted, rental.

5 percent of the total, or at least 
one unit, whichever is greater, 
in multifamily housing projects. 

Federally assisted home-
ownership.

To be determined by home buyer. 

Federally owned ............. 5 percent of the total, or at least 
one unit, whichever is greater 
in multifamily housing projects. 

(v) Health care facilities. Accessible 
health care facilities shall: 

(1) Comply with the requirements of 
this section, as it applies to public use 
and common use areas and areas where 
handicapped persons may be employed; 
and 

(2) Provide patient rooms and patient 
toilet rooms complying with Part 6 of 
UFAS in accordance with the following 
table:

Facilities Application 

Long term care facilities (including 
skilled nursing facilities, inter-
mediate care facilities, bed and 
care, and nursing homes).

At least 50 percent of pa-
tient toilets and bed-
rooms. 

Outpatient facilities ....................... All patient toilets and 
bedrooms. 

Hospital: 
General purpose hospital .......... At least 10 percent of pa-

tient toilets and bed-
rooms. 

Special purpose hospital (hos-
pitals that treat conditions 
that affect mobility).

All patient toilets and 
bedrooms. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 54 FR 5444, Feb. 3, 1989; 54 FR 
34977, Aug. 23, 1989]

§ 1190.32 Accessible buildings and fa-
cilities: Additions. 

Each addition to an existing building 
or facility shall comply with § 1190.31, 
New construction, except as follows: 

(a) Entrances. If a new addition to a 
building or facility does not have an 
entrance, then at least one entrance in 
the existing building or facility shall 
comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.14, Entrances. (The citations begin-
ning with ‘‘ANSI’’ in this section refer 
to the sections of the American Na-
tional Standard, ANSI A117.1–1986, 
‘‘Providing Accessibility and Usability 
for Physically Handicapped People’’ by 
the American National Standards In-
stitute, Inc. which has been approved 
for incorporation by reference as set 
forth in § 1190.31(a). 

(b) Accessible route. If the only acces-
sible entrance to the addition is lo-
cated in the existing building or facil-
ity, then at least one accessible route 
shall comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.3, Accessible Route (incor-
porated by reference, see § 1190.31(a)), 
and shall provide access through the 
existing building or facility to all 
rooms, elements, and spaces in the new 
addition. 

(c) Toilet and bathing facilities. If 
there are no toilet rooms and bathing 
facilities in the addition and these fa-
cilities are provided in the existing 
building, then at least one toilet and 
bathing facility in the existing build-
ing shall comply with ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.22, Toilet Rooms, Bathrooms, 
Bathing Facilities and Shower Rooms. 
(Incorporated by reference, see 
§ 1190.31(a).). 

(d) Elements, spaces, and common 
areas. If elements, spaces, or common 
areas are located in the existing build-
ing and they are not provided in the 
addition, consideration should be given 
to making those elements, spaces, and 
common areas accessible in the exist-
ing building. 

(e) Exception. Mechanical rooms, 
storage areas, and other such minor ad-
ditions which normally are not fre-
quented by the public or employees of 
the facility are excepted from para-
graphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of this sec-
tion. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 54 FR 5444, 5446, Feb. 3, 1989]

VerDate Sep<04>2002 14:25 Sep 13, 2002 Jkt 197132 PO 00000 Frm 00315 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197132T.XXX 197132T



316

36 CFR Ch. XI (7–1–02 Edition)§ 1190.33

§ 1190.33 Accessible buildings and fa-
cilities: Alterations. 

(a) General. Alterations to existing 
buildings or facilities shall comply 
with the following: 

(1) If existing elements, spaces, es-
sential features, or common areas are 
altered, then each such altered ele-
ment, space, feature, or area shall com-
ply with the applicable provisions of 
§ 1190.31, Accessible buildings and fa-
cilities: New construction, except as 
noted in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Exceptions to the requirements 
for (a)(1) of this section for existing 
buildings or facilities are: 

(i) Stairs. Full extension of stair 
handrails shall not be required in alter-
ations where such extensions would be 
hazardous or impossible due to plan 
configuration. 

(ii) Elevators. (A) If a safety door edge 
is provided in existing automatic ele-
vators, then the automatic door re-
opening devices may be omitted (see 
ANSI A117.1–1986 section 4.10.6). (The 
citations beginning with ‘‘ANSI’’ in 
this section refer to the sections of the 
American National Standard, ANSI 
A117.1–1986, ‘‘Providing Accessibility 
and Usability for Physically Handi-
capped People’’ by the American Na-
tional Standards Institute, Inc. which 
has been approved for incorporation by 
reference as set forth in § 1190.31(a). 

(B) Where existing shaft or structural 
elements prohibit strict compliance 
with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.10.9 
(incorporated by reference, see 
§ 1190.31(a)), then the minimum floor 
area dimensions may be reduced by the 
minimum amount necessary, but in no 
case shall they be less than 48 in by 48 
in (1220 mm by 1220 mm). 

(iii) Doors. (A) Where existing ele-
ments prohibit strict compliance with 
the clearance requirements of ANSI 
4.13.5, a projection of 5/8 in (16 mm) 
maximum will be permitted for the 
latch side door stop. (The citations be-
ginning with ‘‘ANSI’’ in this section 
refer to the sections of the American 
National Standard, ANSl A117.1–1986, 
‘‘Providing Accessibility and Usability 
for Physically Handicapped People’’ by 
the American National Standards In-
stitute, Inc. which has been approved 

for incorporation by reference as set 
forth in § 1190.31(a).) 

(B) If existing thresholds measure 3⁄4 
in (19 mm) high or less, and are beveled 
or modified to provide a beveled edge 
on each side, then they may be re-
tained. 

(iv) Toilet rooms. Where alterations to 
existing facilities make strict compli-
ance with ANSI A117.1–1986, sections 
4.22 and 4.23 (incorporated by reference, 
see § 1190.31(a)) structurally impracti-
cable, the addition of one ‘‘unisex’’ toi-
let per floor containing one water clos-
et complying with ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.16 and one lavatory com-
plying with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.19, located adjacent to existing toilet 
facilities, will be acceptable in lieu of 
making existing toilet facilities for 
each sex accessible. 

(v) Assembly areas. (A) In alterations 
where it is structurally impracticable 
to disperse seating throughout the as-
sembly area, seating may be located in 
collected areas as structurally feasible. 
Seating shall adjoin an accessible 
route that also serves as a means of 
emergency egress. 

(B) In alterations where it is struc-
turally impracticable to alter all per-
forming areas to be on an accessible 
route, then at least one of each type 
shall be made accessible. 

(3) If power-driven vertical access 
equipment (e.g., escalator) is planned 
or installed where none existed pre-
viously, or if new stairs (other than 
stairs installed to meet emergency exit 
requirements) requiring major struc-
tural changes are planned or installed 
where none existed previously, then a 
means of accessible vertical access 
shall be provided that complies with 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.8, Ramps; 
ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.10, Ele-
vators; or ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.11, Platform Lifts (incorporated by 
reference, see § 1190.31(a)) except to the 
extent where it is structurally imprac-
ticable in transit facilities. All eleva-
tor control buttons shall be at least 3⁄4 
in (19 mm) in their smallest dimension. 
They shall be raised or flush. 

(4) If alterations of single elements, 
when considered together, amount to 
an alteration of a space of a building or 
facility, the entire space shall be made 
accessible. 
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(b) Where a building or facility is va-
cated and it is totally altered, then it 
shall comply with § 1190.31 Accessible 
buildings and facilities: New construc-
tion, except to the extent where it is 
structurally impracticable. 

(c) Where substantial alteration oc-
curs to a building or facility, then each 
element or space that is altered or 
added shall comply with the applicable 
provisions of § 1190.31, Accessible build-
ings and facilities: New construction, 
except to the extent where it is struc-
turally impracticable and the altered 
building or facility shall contain: 

(1) At least one accessible route com-
plying with ANSI A1l7.1–1986, section 
4.3, Accessible Routes (incorporated by 
reference, see § 1190.31(a)), and para-
graph (a) of this section; 

(2) At least one accessible entrance 
complying with ANSI A117.1–1986, sec-
tion 4.14, Entrances (incorporated by 
reference, see § 1190.31(a).). If additional 
accessible entrances are altered, then 
they shall comply with paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section; and 

(3) The following toilet facilities, 
whichever number is greater: 

(i) At least one toilet facility for 
each sex in the altered building com-
plying with ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.22, Toilet Rooms, Bathrooms, Bath-
ing Facilities, and Shower Rooms (in-
corporated by reference, see 
§ 1190.31(a)); 

(ii) At least one toilet facility for 
each sex on each substantially altered 
floor, where such facilities are pro-
vided, complying with ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.22, Toilet Rooms, Bath-
rooms, Bathing Facilities, and Shower 
Rooms (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 1190.31(a)); 

In making the determination as to 
what constitutes ‘‘substantial alter-
ation,’’ the agency issuing standards 
for the facility shall consider the total 
cost of all alterations (including but 
not limited to electrical, mechanical, 
plumbing, and structural changes) for a 
building or facility within any twelve 
(12) month period. For guidance in im-
plementing this provision, an alter-
ation to any building or facility is to 
be considered substantial if the total 
cost for this twelve month period 
amounts to 50% or more of the full and 

fair cash value of the building as de-
fined at § 1190.3. 

(4) Exception. If the cost of the ele-
ments and spaces required by para-
graphs (c) (1), (2), and (3) of this sec-
tion, exceeds 15% of the total cost of 
all other alterations, then a schedule 
may be established by the standard-
setting and/or funding agency to pro-
vide the required improvements within 
a 5 year period. 

(5) Exception. If the alteration is lim-
ited solely to the electrical, mechan-
ical, or plumbing system and does not 
involve the alteration of any elements 
and spaces required to be accessible 
under part 1190, then paragraph (c) of 
this section, does not apply. 

(6) Exception. Consideration shall be 
given to providing accessible elements 
and spaces in each altered building or 
facility complying with: 

(i) ANSI A117.1–1986, sections 4.6, 
Parking Spaces and Passenger Loading 
Zones, as modified by § 1190.31(s)(1); 

(ii) ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.15, 
Drinking Fountains and Water Coolers; 

(iii) ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.23, 
Storage; 

(iv) ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.26, 
Alarms; 

(v) ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.29, 
Telephones; 

(vi) ANSI A117.1–1986, section 4.30, 
Seating, Tables and Work Surfaces; 

(vii) ANSI 4.31, Auditorium and As-
sembly Areas, as modified by 
§ 1190.31(s)(1). (Incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 1190.31(a).) 

(7) Exception: Mechanical rooms and 
other spaces which normally are not 
frequented by the public or employees 
of the facility or which by nature of 
their use are not required by the Archi-
tectural Barriers Act to be accessible 
are excepted from paragraphs (c) (1), 
(2), and (3) of this section. 

[47 FR 33864, Aug. 4, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 54 FR 5444, 5446, Feb. 3, 1989]

§ 1190.34 Accessible buildings and fa-
cilities: Leased. 

(a) Buildings or facilities or portions 
thereof leased by the Federal Govern-
ment shall comply with § 1190.31, New 
construction, or shall incorporate the 
features listed in § 1190.33(c), Alter-
ations. Where both types of buildings 
are available for leasing, reasonable 
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preference must be given to buildings 
or facilities complying with § 1190.31, 
New construction. 

(b) If space complying with para-
graph (a) of this section is not avail-
able, space may be leased only if the 
space meets, or is altered to meet, the 
following conditions: 

(1) At least one accessible route is 
provided from an accessible entrance 
complying with § 1190.120, Entrances, to 
those areas in which the principal ac-
tivities for which the building or facil-
ity was leased are conducted. Separate 
accessible routes may be provided to 
areas serving different groups of users 
(e.g., the public, employees). 

(2) The accessible route shall comply 
with the requirements of § 1190.50, 
Walks, floors, and accessible routes, 
and provide access to whatever acces-
sible facilities are either required or 
provided, such as accessible toilets. 

(i) Toilet facilities, to the extent re-
quired for the ready intended use of the 
building or facility, shall be provided 
as follows— 

(A) Where more than one toilet for 
each sex is provided in a building or fa-
cility, at least one toilet facility which 
complies with § 1190.150, Toilet and 
bathing facilities, shall be provided for 
each sex on each floor having toilets; 
or 

(B) In a building or facility providing 
only one toilet for each sex, either one 
unisex toilet or one toilet for each sex 
complying with § 1190.150 shall be pro-
vided; or 

(C) In a building or facility where 
only one toilet is provided, one unisex 
toilet complying with § 1190.150 shall be 
provided. 

(ii) Parking facilities, if a parking 
area is included within the lease, shall 
be provided complying with § 1190.60, 
Parking and passenger loading zones, 
to the extent feasible. 

(3) Where an agency determines that 
an area does not require the provision 
of toilets or parking facilities for the 
users or occupants of that area, noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to 
require the provision of any such facili-
ties. 

(4) Consideration shall be given to 
providing accessible elements and 
spaces in each altered building or facil-
ity complying with: 

(i) Section 1190.160 Drinking foun-
tains and water coolers; 

(ii) Section 1190.180 Alarms; 
(iii) Section 1190.210 Telephones; 
(iv) Section 1190.220 Seating, tables, 

and work surfaces; 
(v) Section 1190.230 Assembly areas; 

and 
(vi) Section 1190.240 Storage. 
(c) If space leased in accordance with 

the requirements of paragraph (a) or 
(b) of this section is subsequently al-
tered, then the alterations shall com-
ply with the requirements of § 1190.33, 
Alterations. 

(d) If space leased in accordance with 
the requirements of paragraph (a) or 
(b) of this section is increased by con-
struction of an addition, the addition 
shall comply with § 1190.32, Additions, 
to the extent it is leased by the Federal 
Government. 

(e) If leased space at the time of leas-
ing meets past or present state or local 
codes or the recommended standards of 
the American National Standards In-
stitute (ANSI) A117.1 for accessibility 
to physically handicapped people, and 
provides the features required by this 
section, the space may be used as is or 
altered to comply with the technical 
requirements of paragraph (a) or (b) of 
this section. 

(f) Once leased space in an existing 
building is accessible or is made acces-
sible hereunder, no new accessibility 
alterations shall be required under this 
subpart except where alterations or ad-
ditions are made to the building which 
are covered by paragraphs (c) and (d) of 
this section. 

(g) Exceptions. (1) If no space com-
plying with paragraph (a) or (b) of this 
section is available for leasing, space 
as available may be leased without al-
terations: 

(i) If the lease is necessary for offi-
cials servicing natural or human-made 
disasters on an emergency basis; 

(ii) If the space is used on an inter-
mittent basis; or 

(iii) If the occupancy of the space is 
for no more than twelve months. If 
delays occur during the twelve months, 
the short-term lease may be extended 
for no more than an additional 12 
months. 
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(2) Mechanical rooms and other 
spaces which normally are not fre-
quented by the public or employees 
with handicaps of the occupant agency 
or which by nature of their use are not 
required to be accessible are excepted 
from this section. 

[53 FR 35510, Sept. 14, 1988. Redesignated at 
54 FR 5444, Feb. 3, 1989]

Subpart C—Technical Provisions
§ 1190.40 Technical specifications. 

Features, elements and spaces re-
quired to be accessible by § 1190.31, 
§ 1190.32, or § 1190.33 shall meet the tech-
nical requirements specified in the pro-
visions of sections 4.2 through 4.32 of 
ANSI A117.1–1986, ‘‘American National 
Standard for Buildings and Facilities—
Providing Accessibility and Usability 
for Physically Handicapped People,’’ 
which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence, except as noted herein. This in-
corporation by reference was approved 
by the Director of the Federal Register 
in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained 
from the American National Standards 
Institute, Inc., 1430 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10018. Copies may be in-
spected at the office of the U.S. Archi-
tectural and Transportation Barriers 
Compliance Board, 1111 18th Street, 
NW., Suite 501, Washington, DC or at 
the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC. 

[54 FR 5447, Feb. 3, 1989]

§ 1190.50 Exceptions. 
(a) In addition to ANSI A117.1–1986, 

section 4.10 (incorporated by reference, 
see § 1190.31(a)), Elevators, the fol-
lowing requirement is added: Hall call 
buttons provided under ANSI A117.1–
1986, section 4.10.3 shall be raised or 
flush. 

(b) Under ANSI A117.1–1986, section 
4.7 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 1190.31(a)), Curb Ramps, and ANSI 
117.1–1986, section 4.7.7, Warning Tex-
tures, and ANSI 117.1–1986, section 
4.7.12, Uncurbed Intersections, shall 
not apply. 

(c) In addition to ANSI A117.1–1986, 
section 4.28, Signage (incorporated by 
reference, see § 1190.31(a)), there is 

added the requirement that interior 
tactile signage identifying rooms and 
spaces be located alongside the door on 
the latch side and be mounted at a 
height between 54 in and 66 in (1370 mm 
and 1675 mm) above the finished floor. 

[54 FR 5447, Feb. 3, 1989]

Subpart D—Special Building or 
Facility Types or Elements

§ 1190.60 Special building or facility 
types. 

The requirements specified in the 
Uniform Federal Accessibility Stand-
ards (UFAS) in sections 5, Restaurants 
and Cafeterias; 6, Health Care; 7, Mer-
cantile; 8, Libraries; and 9, Postal Fa-
cilities, are deemed to satisfy min-
imum guidelines and requirements of 
the ATBCB for accessibility standards 
for those building and facility types. 

[54 FR 5448, Feb. 3, 1989]

PART 1191—AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT (ADA) ACCESSI-
BILITY GUIDELINES FOR BUILD-
INGS AND FACILITIES

1191.1 Accessibility guidelines. 
1191.2 Temporary suspension of certain de-

tectable warning requirements.
APPENDIX A TO PART 1191—AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) ACCESSIBILITY 
GUIDELINES FOR BUILDINGS AND FACILI-
TIES

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 12204.

SOURCE: 56 FR 35453, July 26, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1191.1 Accessibility guidelines. 
The accessibility guidelines for build-

ings and facilities for purposes of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act are 
found in the appendix to this part. The 
guidelines are issued to assist the De-
partment of Justice and Department of 
Transportation to establish accessi-
bility standards to implement the leg-
islation. 

[56 FR 45518, Sept. 6, 1991]

§ 1191.2 Temporary suspension of cer-
tain detectable warning require-
ments. 

The detectable warning requirements 
contained in §§ 4.7.7, 4.29.5, and 4.29.6 of 
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