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requirements of section 11 of the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act as the 
Commission may find necessary. It is 
responsible for hearing and conducting 
all adjudicatory cases designated for 
any evidentiary adjudicatory hearing 
other than those designated to be 
heard by the Commission en banc, 
those designated to be heard by one or 
more members of the Commission, and 
those involving the authorization of 
service in the Instructional Television 
Fixed Service. The Office of Adminis-
trative Law Judges is also responsible 
for conducting such other hearings as 
the Commission may assign. 

[61 FR 10689, Mar. 15, 1996]

DEFENSE AND EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS

§ 0.181 The Defense Commissioner. 
The Defense Commissioner is des-

ignated by the Commission. The De-
fense Commissioner directs the defense 
activities of the Commission and has 
the following duties and responsibil-
ities: 

(a) To keep the Commission informed 
as to significant developments in the 
field of emergency preparedness, de-
fense mobilization, and any defense ac-
tivities that involve formulation or re-
vision of Commission policy in any 
area of responsibility of the Commis-
sion. 

(b) To represent the Commission in 
national defense matters requiring con-
ferences or communications with other 
governmental officers, departments, or 
agencies. 

(c) To act as the Defense Coordinator 
in representations with other agencies 
with respect to planning for the con-
tinuity of the essential functions of the 
Commission under emergency condi-
tions. 

(d) To serve as a member of the Joint 
Telecommunications Resources Board 
(JTRB). 

(e) To serve as the principal point of 
contact for the Commission on all mat-
ters pertaining to the National Com-
munications System. 

(f) To take such measures as will as-
sure continuity of the Commission’s 
functions under any foreseeable cir-
cumstances with a minimum of inter-
ruption. 

(g) In the event of enemy attack, or 
the imminent threat thereof, or other 
disaster resulting in the inability of 
the Commission to function at its of-
fices in Washington, D.C., to assume all 
of the duties and responsibilities of the 
Commission and the Chairman, until 
relieved or augmented by other Com-
missioners or members of the staff, as 
set forth in §§ 0.186 and 0.383. 

(h) To approve national emergency 
plans and develop preparedness pro-
grams covering: provision of service by 
common carriers; broadcasting and 
cable facilities, satellite and the wire-
less radio services; radio frequency as-
signment; electromagnetic radiation; 
investigation and enforcement. 

(i) To perform such other duties and 
assume such other responsibilities re-
lated to the Commission’s defense ac-
tivities as may be necessary for the 
continuity of functions and the protec-
tion of Commission personnel and prop-
erty. 

[29 FR 14664, Oct. 28, 1964, as amended at 41 
FR 31209, July 27, 1976; 64 FR 60720, Nov. 8, 
1999]

§ 0.182 Chief, Enforcement Bureau. 

(a) Recommends national emergency 
plans and preparedness programs cov-
ering: Provision of service by common 
carriers, broadcasting and cable facili-
ties, satellite and the wireless radio 
services; radio frequency assignment; 
electro-magnetic radiation; investiga-
tion and enforcement. 

(b) In coordination with the Office of 
Managing Director, which has responsi-
bility for developing the Commission’s 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP). 
Acts as Alternate Defense Coordinator 
in representations with other agencies 
with respect to planning for the con-
tinuity of the essential functions of the 
Commission under emergency condi-
tions. 

(c) Coordinates the FCC’s responsibil-
ities under the Interagency Advisory 
Group (IAG) of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

(d) Provides administrative support 
for the National Advisory Committee 
(NAC) on Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) issues. 
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(e) Keeps the Defense Commissioner 
informed as to significant develop-
ments in the field of emergency pre-
paredness and related defense activi-
ties. 

(f) Coordinates the FCC’s responsibil-
ities under the Federal Response Plan, 
Catastrophic Disaster Response Group 
(CDRG) administered by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). 

(g) Serves as the FCC’s representa-
tive on the National Communications 
System’s Committees. 

(h) Under the general direction of the 
Defense Commissioner coordinates the 
National Security and Emergency Pre-
paredness (NSEP) activities of the 
Commission including Continuity of 
Government Planning, the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) and other func-
tions as may be delegated during a na-
tional emergency or activation of the 
President’s war emergency powers as 
specified in section 706 of the Commu-
nications Act. Maintains liaison with 
FCC Bureaus/Offices, represents the 
Defense Commissioner with other Gov-
ernment agencies and organizations, 
the telecommunications industry and 
FCC licensees on NSEP matters; and, 
as requested, represents the Commis-
sion at NSEP meetings and con-
ferences. 

(i) Is authorized to declare that a 
temporary state of communications 
emergency exists pursuant to § 97.401(c) 
of this chapter and to act on behalf of 
the Commission with respect to the op-
eration of amateur stations during 
such temporary state of communica-
tions emergency. 

[64 FR 60720, Nov. 8, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 13220, Mar. 21, 2002]

§ 0.185 Responsibilities of the bureaus 
and staff offices. 

The head of each of the bureaus and 
staff offices, in rendering assistance to 
the Chief, Enforcement Bureau in the 
performance of that person’s duties 
with respect to defense activities will 
have the following duties and respon-
sibilities: 

(a) To keep the Chief, Enforcement 
Bureau informed of the investigation, 
progress, and completion of programs, 
plans, or activities with respect to de-

fense in which they are engaged or 
have been requested to engage. 

(b) To render assistance and advice to 
the Chief, Enforcement Bureau on mat-
ters which relate to the functions of 
their respective bureaus or staff of-
fices. 

(c) To render such assistance and ad-
vice to other agencies as may be con-
sistent with the functions of their re-
spective bureaus or staff offices and the 
Commission’s policy with respect 
thereto. 

(d) To perform such other duties re-
lated to the Commission’s defense ac-
tivities as may be assigned to them by 
the Commission. 

[29 FR 14665, Oct. 28, 1964, as amended at 50 
FR 27953, July 9, 1985; 59 FR 26971, May 25, 
1994; 61 FR 8477, Mar. 5, 1996; 64 FR 60721, 
Nov. 8, 1999]

§ 0.186 Emergency Relocation Board. 

(a) As specified in the Commission’s 
Continuity of Government Plan and 
consistent with the exercise of the War 
Emergency Powers of the President as 
set forth in section 706 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, an 
Emergency Relocation Board will be 
convened at the Commission’s Head-
quarters or other relocation site des-
ignated to serve as Primary FCC Staff 
to perform the functions of the Com-
mission following the announcement of 
national level mobilization of the Fed-
eral government by the President or 
other designated authority; in the ab-
sence of such announcement, imme-
diately following receipt of an attack 
warning signal; or in the absence of ei-
ther announcement or attack warning, 
immediately following an actual at-
tack. 

(b) The Board shall comprise such 
Commissioners as may be present and 
able to act. In the absence of the Chair-
man, the Commissioner present with 
the longest seniority in office will 
serve as acting Chairman. If no Com-
missioner is present and able to act, 
the person designated as next most 
senior official in the Commission’s 
Continuity of Government Plan will 
head the Board. 

[53 FR 29055, Aug. 2, 1988]
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