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(f) An instructional television fixed 
service entity granted access to in-
structional television fixed service 
channels licensed to a wireless cable 
entity will have the interference pro-
tection afforded ITFS licensees (see 
§ 74.903 of this part). 

(g) After three years of operation, a 
wireless cable entity licensed to use 
ITFS channels will not be required to 
grant new or additional access to such 
ITFS channels, or provide any alter-
native facilities to any ITFS entity 
seeking access to its facilities, if there 
are suitable ITFS frequencies available 
for the ITFS entity to build its own 
system. 

(h) The parties may mutually agree 
to modify any requirements or obliga-
tions imposed by these provisions, ex-
cept for the requirement that an edu-
cational entity use at least 20 hours 
per week on a channel of a wireless 
cable licensee before requesting access 
to an additional channel. 

[56 FR 57821, Nov. 14, 1991]

§ 74.996 Applicability of cable EEO re-
quirements to ITFS facilities. 

Notwithstanding other EEO provi-
sions within §§ 1.815 and 21.307 of this 
chapter, an entity that uses an owned 
or leased MDS, MMDS and/or ITFS fa-
cility to provide more than one chan-
nel of video programming directly to 
the public must comply with the equal 
employment opportunity requirements 
set forth in part 76, subparts E and U of 
this chapter, if such entity exercises 
control (as defined in part 76, subparts 
E and U of this chapter) over the video 
programming it distributes. With re-
spect to the use of an ITFS facility, the 
EEO provisions set forth in part 76, 
subparts E and U do not apply to an ac-
credited institution or government or-
ganization engaged in the formal edu-
cation of enrolled students or to a non-
profit organization whose purposes are 
educational and include providing edu-
cational and instructional television 
material to such accredited institu-
tions and governmental organizations. 

[58 FR 42250, Aug. 9, 1993, as amended at 65 
FR 53614, Sept. 5, 2000]

Subparts J–K [Reserved]

Subpart L—FM Broadcast Trans-
lator Stations and FM Broad-
cast Booster Stations

SOURCE: 35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 74.1201 Definitions. 
(a) FM translator. A station in the 

broadcasting service operated for the 
purpose of retransmitting the signals 
of an FM radio broadcast station or an-
other FM broadcast translator station 
without significantly altering any 
characteristics of the incoming signal 
other than its frequency and ampli-
tude, in order to provide FM broadcast 
service to the general public. 

(b) Commercial FM translator. An FM 
broadcast translator station which re-
broadcasts the signals of a commercial 
FM radio broadcast station. 

(c) Noncommercial FM translator. An 
FM broadcast translator station which 
rebroadcasts the signals of a non-
commercial educational FM radio 
broadcast station. 

(d) Primary station. The FM radio 
broadcast station radiating the signals 
which are retransmitted by an FM 
broadcast translator station or an FM 
broadcast booster station. 

(e) FM radio broadcast station. When 
used in this Subpart L, the term FM 
broadcast station or FM radio broad-
cast station refers to commercial and 
noncommercial educational FM radio 
broadcast stations as defined in § 2.1 of 
this chapter, unless the context indi-
cates otherwise. 

(f) FM broadcast booster station. A sta-
tion in the broadcasting service oper-
ated for the sole purpose of retransmit-
ting the signals of an FM radio broad-
cast station, by amplifying and reradi-
ating such signals, without signifi-
cantly altering any characteristic of 
the incoming signal other than its am-
plitude. 

(g) Translator coverage contour. The 
coverage contour for an FM translator 
providing ‘‘fill-in’’ service is congruent 
with its parent station: For a fill-in 
translator for a commercial Class B 
station it is the predicted 0.5 mV/m 
field strength contour; for a fill-in 
translator for a commercial Cass B1 
station it is the predicted 0.7 mV/m 
field strength contour; and for a fill-in
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translator for all other classes of com-
mercial stations as well as all non-
commercial educational stations it is 
the predicted 1 mV/m field strength 
contour. A fill-in FM translator’s cov-
erage contour must be contained with-
in the primary station’s coverage con-
tour. The protected contour for an FM 
translator station is its predicted 1 
mV/m contour. 

(h) Fill-in area. The area where the 
coverage contour of an FM translator 
or booster station is within the pro-
tected contour of the associated pri-
mary station (i.e., predicted 0.5 mV/m 
contour for commercial Class B sta-
tions, predicted 0.7 mV/m contour for 
commercial Class B1 stations, and pre-
dicted 1 mV/m contour for all other 
classes of stations). 

(i) Other area. The area where the 
coverage contour of an FM translator 
station extends beyond the protected 
contour of the primary station (i.e., 
predicted 0.5 mV/m contour for com-
mercial Class B stations, predicted 0.7 
mV/m contour for commercial Class B1 
stations, and predicted 1 mV/m contour 
for all other classes of stations). 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 45 FR 
37842, June 5, 1980; 52 FR 31405, Aug. 20, 1987; 
55 FR 50693, Dec. 10, 1990]

§ 74.1202 Frequency assignment. 
(a) An applicant for a new FM broad-

cast translator station or for changes 
in the facilities of an authorized trans-
lator station shall endeavor to select a 
channel on which its operation is not 
likely to cause interference to the re-
ception of other stations. The applica-
tion must be specific with regard to the 
frequency requested. Only one output 
channel will be assigned to each trans-
lator station. 

(b) Subject to compliance with all 
the requirements of this subpart, FM 
broadcast translators may be author-
ized to operate on the following FM 
channels, regardless of whether they 
are assigned for local use in the FM 
Table of Allotments (§ 73.202(b) of this 
chapter): 

(1) Commercial FM translators: Chan-
nels 221–300 as identified in § 73.201 of 
this chapter. 

(2) Noncommercial FM translators: 
Channels 201–300 as identified in § 73.201 
of this chapter. Use of reserved chan-

nels 201–220 is subject to the restric-
tions specified in § 73.501 of this chap-
ter. 

(3) In Alaska, FM translators oper-
ating on Channels 201–260 (88.1–99.9 
MHz) shall not cause harmful inter-
ference to and must accept inter-
ference from non-Government fixed op-
erations authorized prior to January 1, 
1982. 

(c) An FM broadcast booster station 
will be assigned the channel assigned 
to its primary station. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 39 FR 
12990, Apr. 10, 1974; 47 FR 30068, July 12, 1982; 
52 FR 8260, Mar. 17, 1987; 55 FR 50693, Dec. 10, 
1990]

§ 74.1203 Interference. 

(a) An authorized FM translator or 
booster station will not be permitted 
to continue to operate if it causes any 
actual interference to: 

(1) The transmission of any author-
ized broadcast station; or 

(2) The reception of the input signal 
of any TV translator, TV booster, FM 
translator or FM booster station; or 

(3) The direct reception by the public 
of the off-the-air signals of any author-
ized broadcast station including TV 
Channel 6 stations, Class D (secondary) 
noncommercial educational FM sta-
tions, and previously authorized and 
operating FM translators and FM 
booster stations. Interference will be 
considered to occur whenever reception 
of a regularly used signal is impaired 
by the signals radiated by the FM 
translator or booster station, regard-
less of the quality of such reception, 
the strength of the signal so used, or 
the channel on which the protected sig-
nal is transmitted. 

(b) If interference cannot be properly 
eliminated by the application of suit-
able techniques, operation of the of-
fending FM translator or booster sta-
tion shall be suspended and shall not be 
resumed until the interference has 
been eliminated. Short test trans-
missions may be made during the pe-
riod of suspended operation to check 
the efficacy of remedial measures. If a 
complainant refuses to permit the FM 
translator or booster licensee to apply 
remedial techniques which demon-
strably will eliminate the interference
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without impairment to the original re-
ception, the licensee of the FM trans-
lator or booster station is absolved of 
further responsibility for that com-
plaint. 

(c) An FM booster station will be ex-
empted from the provisions of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section to the 
extent that it may cause limited inter-
ference to its primary station’s signal, 
provided it does not disrupt the existing 
service of its primary station or cause 
such interference within the bound-
aries of the principal community of its 
primary station. 

(d) A fill-in FM translator operating 
on the first, second or third adjacent 
channel to its primary station’s chan-
nel will be exempt from the provisions 
of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section 
to the extent that it may cause limited 
interference to its primary station’s 
signal, provided it does not disrupt the 
existing service of its primary station 
or cause such interference within the 
boundaries of the principal community 
of its primary station. 

(e) It shall be the responsibility of 
the licensee of an FM translator or FM 
booster station to correct any condi-
tion of interference which results from 
the radiation of radio frequency energy 
by its equipment on any frequency out-
side the assigned channel. Upon notice 
by the Commission to the station li-
censee that such interference is being 
caused, the operation of the FM trans-
lator or FM booster station shall be 
suspended within three minutes and 
shall not be resumed until the inter-
ference has been eliminated or it can 
be demonstrated that the interference 
is not due to spurious emissions by the 
FM translator or FM booster station; 
provided, however, that short test trans-
missions may be made during the pe-
riod of suspended operation to check 
the efficacy of remedial measures. 

[55 FR 50693, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 60 
FR 55484, Nov. 1, 1995]

§ 74.1204 Protection of FM broadcast, 
FM Translator and LP100 stations. 

(a) An application for an FM trans-
lator station will not be accepted for 
filing if the proposed operation would 
involve overlap of predicted field con-
tours with any other authorized com-

mercial or noncommercial educational 
FM broadcast stations, FM translators, 
and Class D (secondary) noncommer-
cial educational FM stations; or if it 
would result in new or increased over-
lap with an LP100 station, as set forth: 

(1) Commercial Class B FM Stations 
(Protected Contour: 0.5 mV/m)

Fre-
quency 
separa-

tion 

Interference contour of 
proposed translator sta-

tion 

Protected contour of 
commercial Class B 

station 

Co-
chan-
nel.

0.05 mV/m (34 dBu) 0.5 mV/m (54 dBu) 

200 kHz 0.25 mV/m (48 dBu) 0.5 mV/m (54 dBu) 
400 kHz/ 

600 
kHz.

50.0 mV/m (94 dBu) 0.5 mV/m (54 dBu) 

(2) Commercial Class B1 FM Stations 
(Protected Contour: 0.7 mV/m)

Fre-
quency 
separa-

tion 

Interference contour of 
proposed translator sta-

tion 

Protected contour of 
commercial Class B1 

station 

Co-
chan-
nel.

0.07 mV/m (37 dBu) 0.7 mV/m (57 dBu) 

200 kHz 0.35 mV/m (51 dBu) 0.5 mV/m (57 dBu) 
400 kHz/ 

600 
kHz.

70.0 mV/m (97 dBu) 0.7 mV/m (57 dBu) 

(3) All Other Classes of FM Stations 
(Protected Contour: 1 mV/m)

Fre-
quency 
separa-

tion 

Interference contour of 
proposed translator 

Protected contour of 
any other station 

Co-
chan-
nel.

0.1 mV/m (40 dBu) 1 mV/m (60 dBu) 

200 kHz 0.5 mV/m (54 dBu) 1 mV/m (60 dBu) 
400 kHz/ 

600 
kHz.

100 mV/m (100 dBu) 1 mV/m (60 dBu) 

(4) LP100 stations (Protected Con-
tour: 1 mV/m)

Fre-
quency 
separa-

tion 

Interference contour of 
proposed translator sta-

tion 

Protected contour of 
LP100 LPFM station 

Co-
chan-
nel.

0.1 mV/m (40 dBu) 1 mV/m (60 dBu) 

200 kHz 0.5 mV/m (54 dBu) 1 mV/m (60 dBu) 
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NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(4): LP100 stations, 
to the purposes of determining overlap pur-
suant to this paragraph, LPFM applications 
and permits that have not yet been licensed 
must be considered as operating with the 
maximum permitted facilities. All LPFM 
TIS stations must be protected on the basis 
of a nondirectional antenna.

(b) The following standards must be 
used to compute the distances to the 
pertinent contours: 

(1) The distances to the protected 
contours are computed using Figure 1 
of § 73.333 [F(50,50) curves] of this chap-
ter. 

(2) The distances to the interference 
contours are computed using Figure 1a 
of § 73.333 [F(50,10) curves] of this chap-
ter. In the event that the distance to 
the contour is below 16 kilometers 
(approximately 10 miles), and therefore 
not covered by Figure 1a, curves in 
Figure 1 must be used. 

(3) The effective radiated power 
(ERP) to be used is the maximum ERP 
of the main radiated lobe in the perti-
nent azimuthal direction. If the trans-
mitting antenna is not horizontally po-
larized only, either the vertical compo-
nent or the horizontal component of 
the ERP should be used, whichever is 
greater in the pertinent azimuthal di-
rection. 

(4) The antenna height to be used is 
the height of the radiation center 
above the average terrain along each 
pertinent radial, determined in accord-
ance with § 73.313(d) of this chapter. 

(c) An application for a change (other 
than a change in channel) in the au-
thorized facilities of an FM translator 
station will be accepted even though 
overlap of field strength contours 
would occur with another station in an 
area where such overlap does not al-
ready exist, if: 

(1) The total area of overlap with 
that station would not be increased: 

(2) The area of overlap with any 
other station would not increase; 

(3) The area of overlap does not move 
significantly closer to the station re-
ceiving the overlap; and, 

(4) No area of overlap would be cre-
ated with any station with which the 
overlap does not now exist. 

(d) The provisions of this section con-
cerning prohibited overlap will not 
apply where the area of such overlap 
lies entirely over water. In addition, an 
application otherwise precluded by this 
section will be accepted if it can be 
demonstrated that no actual inter-

ference will occur due to intervening 
terrain, lack of population or such 
other factors as may be applicable. 

(e) The provisions of this section will 
not apply to overlap between a pro-
posed fill-in FM translator station and 
its primary station operating on a 
first, second or third adjacent channel, 
provided That such operation may not 
result in interference to the primary 
station within its principal commu-
nity. 

(f) An application for an FM trans-
lator station will not be accepted for 
filing even though the proposed oper-
ation would not involve overlap of field 
strength contours with any other sta-
tion, as set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section, if the predicted 1 mV/m 
field strength contour of the FM trans-
lator station will overlap a populated 
area already receiving a regularly used, 
off-the-air signal of any authorized co-
channel, first, second or third adjacent 
channel broadcast station, including 
Class D (secondary) noncommercial 
educational FM stations and grant of 
the authorization will result in inter-
ference to the reception of such signal. 

(g) An application for an FM trans-
lator or an FM booster station that is 
53 or 54 channels removed from an FM 
radio broadcast station will not be ac-
cepted for filing if it fails to meet the 
required separation distances set out in 
§ 73.207 of this chapter. For purposes of 
determining compliance with § 73.207 of 
this chapter, translator stations will be 
treated as Class A stations and booster 
stations will be treated the same as 
their FM radio broadcast station 
equivalents. FM radio broadcast sta-
tion equivalents will be determined in 
accordance with §§ 73.210 and 73.211 of 
this chapter, based on the booster sta-
tion’s ERP and HAAT. Provided, how-
ever, that FM translator stations and 
booster stations operating with less 
than 100 watts ERP will be treated as 
class D stations and will not be subject 
to intermediate frequency separation 
requirements. 

(h) An application for an FM trans-
lator station will not be accepted for 
filing if it specifies a location within 
320 kilometers (approximately 199 
miles) of either the Canadian or Mexi-
can borders and it does not comply 
with § 74.1235(d) of this part. 

(i) FM booster stations shall be sub-
ject to the requirement that the signal 
of any first adjacent channel station
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must exceed the signal of the booster 
station by 6 dB at all points within the 
protected contour of any first adjacent 
channel station, except that in the case 
of FM stations on adjacent channels at 
spacings that do not meet the min-
imum distance separations specified in 
§ 73.207 of this chapter, the signal of 
any first adjacent channel station 
must exceed the signal of the booster 
by 6 dB at any point within the pre-
dicted interference free contour of the 
adjacent channel station. 

(j) FM translator stations authorized 
prior to June 1, 1991 with facilities that 
do not comply with the predicted inter-
ference protection provisions of this 
section, may continue to operate, pro-
vided that operation is in conformance 
with § 74.1203 regarding actual inter-
ference. Applications for major 
changes in FM translator stations 
must specify facilities that comply 
with provisions of this section. 

[55 FR 50694, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 56170, Nov. 1, 1991; 58 FR 42025, Aug. 6, 
1993; 65 FR 7649, Feb. 15, 2000; 65 FR 67304, 
Nov. 9, 2000; 65 FR 79780, Dec. 20, 2000]

§ 74.1205 Protection of channel 6 TV 
broadcast stations. 

The provisions of this section apply 
to all applications for construction per-
mits for new or modified facilities for a 
noncommercial educational FM trans-
lator station on Channels 201–220, un-
less the application is accompanied by 
a written agreement between the NCE–
FM translator applicant and each af-
fected TV Channel 6 broadcast station 
licensee or permittee concurring with 
the proposed NCE–FM translator facil-
ity. 

(a) An application for a construction 
permit for new or modified facilities 
for a noncommercial educational FM 
translator station operating on Chan-
nels 201–220 must include a showing 
that demonstrates compliance with 
paragraph (b), (c) or (d) of this section 
if it is within the following distances of 
a TV broadcast station which is au-
thorized to operate on Channel 6.

FM Channel Distance 
(kilometers) 

201 ..................................................................... 148
202 ..................................................................... 146
203 ..................................................................... 143
204 ..................................................................... 141

FM Channel Distance 
(kilometers) 

205 ..................................................................... 140
206 ..................................................................... 137
207 ..................................................................... 135
208 ..................................................................... 135
209 ..................................................................... 135
210 ..................................................................... 135
211 ..................................................................... 135
212 ..................................................................... 135
213 ..................................................................... 135
214 ..................................................................... 134
215 ..................................................................... 134
216 ..................................................................... 133
217 ..................................................................... 133
218 ..................................................................... 132
219 ..................................................................... 132
220 ..................................................................... 131

(b) Collocated stations. An application 
for a noncommercial educational FM 
translator station operating on Chan-
nels 201–220 and located at 0.4 kilo-
meter (approximately 0.25 mile) or less 
from a TV Channel 6 station will be ac-
cepted if it includes a certification 
that the applicant has coordinated its 
antenna with the affected TV station. 

(c) Contour overlap. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section, 
an application for a noncommercial 
educational FM translator station op-
erating on Channels 201–220 will not be 
accepted if the proposed operation 
would involve overlap of its inter-
ference field strength contour with any 
TV Channel 6 station’s Grade B con-
tour, as set forth below. 

(1) The distances to the TV Channel 6 
station Grade B (47 dBu) field strength 
contour will be predicted according to 
the procedures specified in § 73.684 of 
this chapter, using the F(50,50) curves 
in § 73.699, Figure 9 of this chapter. 

(2) The distances to the applicable 
noncommercial educational FM trans-
lator interference contour will be pre-
dicted according to the procedures 
specified in § 74.1204(b) of this part. 

(3) The applicable noncommercial 
educational FM translator interference 
contours are as follows:

FM channel 

Interference 
Contour 
F(50,10) 
curves 
(dBu) 

201 ..................................................................... 54
202 ..................................................................... 56
203 ..................................................................... 59
204 ..................................................................... 62
205 ..................................................................... 64
206 ..................................................................... 69
207 ..................................................................... 73
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FM channel 

Interference 
Contour 
F(50,10) 
curves 
(dBu) 

208 ..................................................................... 73
209 ..................................................................... 73
210 ..................................................................... 73
211 ..................................................................... 73
212 ..................................................................... 74
213 ..................................................................... 75
214 ..................................................................... 77
215 ..................................................................... 78
216 ..................................................................... 80
217 ..................................................................... 81
218 ..................................................................... 85
219 ..................................................................... 88
220 ..................................................................... 90

(d) FM translator stations authorized 
prior to June 1, 1991 with facilities that 
do not comply with the predicted inter-
ference protection provisions of this 
section, may continue to operate, pro-
vided that operation is in conformance 
with § 74.1203 regarding actual inter-
ference. Applications for major 
changes in FM translator stations 
must specify facilities that comply 
with the provisions of this section. 

[55 FR 50695, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 58 
FR 42025, Aug. 6, 1993]

§ 74.1231 Purpose and permissible 
service. 

(a) FM translators provide a means 
whereby the signals of FM broadcast 
stations may be retransmitted to areas 
in which direct reception of such FM 
broadcast stations is unsatisfactory 
due to distance or intervening terrain 
barriers. 

(b) An FM translator may be used for 
the purpose of retransmitting the sig-
nals of a primary FM radio broadcast 
station or another translator station 
the signal of which is received directly 
through space, converted, and suitably 
amplified. However, an FM translator 
providing fill-in service may use any 
terrestrial facilities to receive the sig-
nal that is being rebroadcast. An FM 
booster station or a noncommercial 
educational FM translator station that 
is operating on a reserved channel 
(Channels 201–220) and is owned and op-
erated by the licensee of the primary 
noncommercial educational station it 
rebroadcasts may use alternative sig-
nal delivery means, including, but not 
limited to, satellite and terrestrial 
microwave facilities. Provided, how-
ever, that an applicant for a non-

commercial educational translator op-
erating on a reserved channel (Channel 
201–220) and owned and operated by the 
licensee of the primary noncommercial 
educational FM station it rebroadcasts 
complies with either paragraph (b)(1) 
or (b)(2) of this section: 

(1) The applicant demonstrates that: 
(i) The transmitter site of the pro-

posed FM translator station is within 
80 kilometers of the predicted 1 mV/m 
contour of the primary station to be 
rebroadcast; or, 

(ii) The transmitter site of the pro-
posed FM translator station is more 
than 160 kilometers from the trans-
mitter site of any authorized full serv-
ice noncommercial educational FM 
station; or, 

(iii) The application is mutually ex-
clusive with an application containing 
the showing as required by 
§ 74.1231(b)(2) (i) or (ii) of this section; 
or, 

(iv) The application is filed after Oc-
tober 1, 1992. 

(2) If the transmitter site of the pro-
posed FM translator station is more 
than 80 kilometers from the predicted 1 
mV/m contour of the primary station 
to be rebroadcast or is within 160 kilo-
meters of the transmitter site of any 
authorized full service noncommercial 
educational FM station, the applicant 
must show that: 

(i) An alternative frequency can be 
used at the same site as the proposed 
FM translator’s transmitter location 
and can provide signal coverage to the 
same area encompassed by the appli-
cant’s proposed 1 mV/m contour; or, 

(ii) An alternative frequency can be 
used at a different site and can provide 
signal coverage to the same area en-
compassed by the applicant’s proposed 
1 mV/m contour.

NOTE: For paragraphs 74.1231(b) and 
74.1231(h) of this section, auxiliary intercity 
relay station frequencies may be used to de-
liver signals to FM translator and booster 
stations on a secondary basis only. Such use 
shall not interfere with or otherwise pre-
clude use of these frequencies for transmit-
ting aural programming between the studio 
and transmitter location of a broadcast sta-
tion, or between broadcast stations, as pro-
vided in paragraphs 74.531 (a) and (b) of this 
part. Prior to filing an application for an 
auxiliary intercity relay microwave fre-
quency, the applicant shall notify the local
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frequency coordination committee, or, in the 
absence of a local frequency coordination 
committee, any licensees assigned the use of 
the proposed operating frequency in the in-
tended location or area of operation.

(c) The transmissions of each FM 
translator or booster station shall be 
intended only for direct reception by 
the general public. An FM translator 
or booster shall not be operated solely 
for the purpose of relaying signals to 
one or more fixed received points for 
retransmission, distribution, or further 
relaying in order to establish a point-
to-point FM radio relay system. 

(d) The technical characteristics of 
the retransmitted signals shall not be 
deliberately altered so as to hinder re-
ception on conventional FM broadcast 
receivers. 

(e) An FM translator shall not delib-
erately retransmit the signals of any 
station other than the station it is au-
thorized to retransmit. Precautions 
shall be taken to avoid unintentional 
retransmission of such other signals. 

(f) A locally generated radio fre-
quency signal similar to that of an FM 
broadcast station and modulated with 
aural information may be connected to 
the input terminals of an FM trans-
lator for the purpose of transmitting 
voice announcements. The radio fre-
quency signals shall be on the same 
channel as the normally used off-the-
air signal being rebroadcast. Connec-
tion of the locally generated signals 
shall be made by any automatic means 
when transmitting originations con-
cerning financial support. The connec-
tions for emergency transmissions may 
be made manually. The apparatus used 
to generate the local signal that is 
used to modulate the FM translator 
must be capable of producing an aural 
signal which will provide acceptable re-
ception on FM receivers designed for 
the transmission standards employed 
by FM broadcast stations. 

(g) The aural material transmitted as 
permitted in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion shall be limited to emergency 
warnings of imminent danger and to 
seeking or acknowledging financial 
support deemed necessary to the con-
tinued operation of the translator. 
Originations concerning financial sup-
port are limited to a total of 30 seconds 
an hour. Within this limitation the 

length of any particular announcement 
will be left to the discretion of the 
translator station licensee. Solicita-
tions of contributions shall be limited 
to the defrayal of the costs of installa-
tion, operation and maintenance of the 
translator or acknowledgements of fi-
nancial support for those purposes. 
Such acknowledgements may include 
identification of the contributors, the 
size or nature of the contributions and 
advertising messages of contributors. 
Emergency transmissions shall be no 
longer or more frequent than necessary 
to protect life and property. 

(h) FM broadcast booster stations 
provide a means whereby the licensee 
of an FM broadcast station may pro-
vide service to areas in any region 
within the primary station’s predicted, 
authorized service contours. An FM 
broadcast booster station is authorized 
to retransmit only the signals of its 
primary station which have been re-
ceived directly through space and suit-
ably amplified, or received by alter-
native signal delivery means including, 
but not limited to, satellite and terres-
trial microwave facilities. The FM 
booster station shall not retransmit 
the signals of any other station nor 
make independent transmissions, ex-
cept that locally generated signals may 
be used to excite the booster apparatus 
for the purpose of conducting tests and 
measurements essential to the proper 
installation and maintenance of the ap-
paratus.

NOTE: In the case of an FM broadcast sta-
tion authorized with facilities in excess of 
those specified by § 73.211 of this chapter, an 
FM booster station will only be authorized 
within the protected contour of the class of 
station being rebroadcast as predicted on the 
basis of the maximum powers and heights set 
forth in that section for the applicable class 
of FM broadcast station concerned.

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 45 FR 
37842, June 5, 1980; 52 FR 31406, Aug. 20, 1987; 
53 FR 14803, Apr. 26, 1988; 54 FR 35342, Aug. 25, 
1989; 55 FR 50695, Dec. 10, 1990; 57 FR 41111, 
Sept. 9, 1992; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 1993; 63 FR 
33879, June 22, 1998]

§ 74.1232 Eligibility and licensing re-
quirements. 

(a) Subject to the restrictions set 
forth in paragraph (d) of this section, a 
license for an FM broadcast translator 
station may be issued to any qualified
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individual, organized group of individ-
uals, broadcast station licensee, or 
local civil governmental body, upon an 
appropriate showing that plans for fi-
nancing the installation and operation 
of the translator are sufficiently sound 
to assure prompt construction of the 
translator and dependable service. 

(b) More than one FM translator may 
be licensed to the same applicant, 
whether or not such translators serve 
substantially the same area, upon an 
appropriate showing of technical need 
for such additional stations. FM trans-
lators are not counted as FM stations 
for the purpose of § 73.3555 of this chap-
ter concerning multiple ownership.

NOTE: As used in this section need refers to 
the quality of the signal received and not to 
the programming content, format, or trans-
mission needs of an area.

(c) Only one input and one output 
channel will be assigned to each FM 
translator. Additional FM translators 
may be authorized to provide addi-
tional reception. A separate applica-
tion is required for each FM translator 
and each application shall be complete 
in all respects. 

(d) An authorization for an FM trans-
lator whose coverage contour extends 
beyond the protected contour of the 
commercial primary station will not be 
granted to the licensee or permittee of 
a commercial FM radio broadcast sta-
tion. Similarly, such authorization will 
not be granted to any person or entity 
having any interest whatsoever, or any 
connection with a primary FM station. 
Interested and connected parties ex-
tend to group owners, corporate par-
ents, shareholders, officers, directors, 
employees, general and limited part-
ners, family members and business as-
sociates. For the purposes of this para-
graph, the protected contour of the pri-
mary station shall be defined as fol-
lows: the predicted 0.5mV/m contour 
for commercial Class B stations, the 
predicted 0.7 mV/m contour for com-
mercial Class B1 stations and the pre-
dicted 1 mV/m field strength contour 
for all other FM radio broadcast sta-
tions. The contours shall be as pre-
dicted in accordance with § 73.313(a) 
through (d) of this chapter. In the case 
of an FM radio broadcast station au-
thorized with facilities in excess of 
those specified by§ 73.211 of this chap-

ter, a co-owned commercial FM trans-
lator will only be authorized within the 
protected contour of the class of sta-
tion being rebroadcast, as predicted on 
the basis of the maximum powers and 
heights set forth in that section for the 
applicable class of FM broadcast sta-
tion concerned. An FM translator sta-
tion in operation prior to March 1, 1991, 
which is owned by a commercial FM 
(primary) station and whose coverage 
contour extends beyond the protected 
contour of the primary station, may 
continue to be owned by such primary 
station until March 1, 1994. Thereafter, 
any such FM translator station must 
be owned by independent parties. An 
FM translator station in operation 
prior to June 1, 1991, which is owned by 
a commercial FM radio broadcast sta-
tion and whose coverage contour ex-
tends beyond the protected contour of 
the primary station, may continue to 
be owned by a commercial FM radio 
broadcast station until June 1, 1994. 
Thereafter, any such FM translator 
station must be owned by independent 
parties. 

(e) An FM translator station whose 
coverage contour goes beyond the pro-
tected contour of the commercial pri-
mary station shall not receive any sup-
port, before or after construction, ei-
ther directly or indirectly, from the 
commercial primary FM radio broad-
cast station. Such support also may 
not be received from any person or en-
tity having any interest whatsoever, or 
any connection with the primary FM 
station. Interested and connected par-
ties extend to group owners, corporate 
parents, shareholders, officers, direc-
tors, employees, general and limited 
partners, family members and business 
associates. Such an FM translator sta-
tion may, however, receive technical 
assistance from the primary station to 
the extent of installing or repairing 
equipment or making adjustments to 
equipment to assure compliance with 
the terms of the translator station’s 
construction permit and license. FM 
translator stations in operation prior 
to March 1, 1991 may continue to re-
ceive contributions or support from the 
commercial primary station for the op-
eration and maintenance of the trans-
lator station until March, 1, 1994. 
Thereafter, any such FM translator
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station shall be subject to the prohibi-
tions on support contained in this sec-
tion. Such an FM translator station 
may, however, receive technical assist-
ance from the primary station to the 
extent of installing or repairing equip-
ment or making adjustments to equip-
ment to assure compliance with the 
terms of the translator station’s con-
struction permit and license. FM trans-
lator stations in operation prior to 
June 1, 1991 may continue to receive 
contributions or support from a com-
mercial FM radio broadcast station for 
the operation and maintenance of the 
translator station until June 1, 1994. 
Thereafter, any such FM translator 
station shall be subject to the prohibi-
tions on support contained in this sec-
tion.

NOTE: ‘‘Technical assistance’’ refers to ac-
tual services provided by the primary sta-
tion’s technical staff or compensation for the 
time and services provided by independent 
engineering personnel. Conversely, such sup-
port must not include the supply of equip-
ment or direct funding for the translator’s 
discretionary use. ‘‘Technical assistance’’ 
must occur after the issuance of the trans-
lator’s construction permit or license in 
order to meet expenses incurred by install-
ing, repairing, or making adjustments to 
equipment.

(f) An FM broadcast booster station 
will be authorized only to the licensee 
or permittee of the FM radio broadcast 
station whose signals the booster sta-
tion will retransmit, to serve areas 
within the protected contour of the pri-
mary station, subject to Note, 
§ 74.1231(h) of this part. 

(g) No numerical limit is placed upon 
the number of FM booster stations 
which may be licensed to a single li-
censee. A separate application is re-
quired for each FM booster station. FM 
broadcast booster stations are not 
counted as FM broadcast stations for 
the purposes of § 73.5555 of this chapter 
concerning multiple ownership. 

(h) Any authorization for an FM 
translator station issued to an appli-
cant described in paragraphs (d) and (e) 
of this section will be issued subject to 
the condition that it may be termi-
nated at any time, upon not less than 
sixty (60) days written notice, where 
the circumstances in the community or 
area served are so altered as to have 
prohibited grant of the application had 

such circumstances existed at the time 
of its filing. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 43 FR 
14660, Apr. 7, 1978; 52 FR 10571, Apr. 2, 1987; 52 
FR 31406, Aug. 20, 1987; 55 FR 50696, Dec. 10, 
1990; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 1993]

§ 74.1233 Processing FM translator and 
booster station applications. 

(a) Applications for FM translator 
and booster stations are divided into 
two groups: 

(1) In the first group are applications 
for new stations or for major changes 
in the facilities of authorized stations. 
For FM translator stations, a major 
change is any change in frequency 
(output channel) except changes to 
first, second or third adjacent chan-
nels, or intermediate frequency chan-
nels, and any change in antenna loca-
tion where the station would not con-
tinue to provide 1 mV/m service to 
some portion of its previously author-
ized 1 mV/m service area. All other 
changes will be considered minor. All 
major changes are subject to the provi-
sions of §§ 73.3580 and 1.1104 of this 
chapter pertaining to major changes. 

(2) In the second group are applica-
tions for licenses and all other changes 
in the facilities of the authorized sta-
tion. 

(b) Processing booster and reserved 
band FM translator applications. 

(1) Applications for minor modifica-
tions for reserved band FM translator 
stations, as defined in paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section, may be filed at any 
time, unless restricted by the FCC, and 
will be processed on a ‘‘first come/first 
served’’ basis, with the first acceptable 
application cutting off the filing rights 
of subsequent, conflicting applicants. 
The FCC will periodically release a 
Public Notice listing those applica-
tions accepted for filing. Conflicting 
applications received on the same day 
will be treated as simultaneously filed 
and mutually exclusive. Conflicting ap-
plications received after the filing of a 
first acceptable application will be 
grouped, according to filing date, be-
hind the lead application in a queue. 
The priority rights of the lead appli-
cant, against all other applicants, are 
determined by the date of filing, but 
the filing date for subsequent, con-
flicting applicants only reserves a
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place in the queue. The rights of an ap-
plicant in a queue ripen only upon a 
final determination that the lead appli-
cant is unacceptable and if the queue 
member is reached and found accept-
able. The queue will remain behind the 
lead applicant until a construction per-
mit is finally granted, at which time 
the queue dissolves. 

(2) All other applications for booster 
stations and reserved band FM trans-
lator stations will be processed as near-
ly as possible in the order in which 
they are filed. Such applications will 
be placed in the processing line in nu-
merical sequence, and will be drawn by 
the staff for study, the lowest file num-
ber first. In order that those applica-
tions which are entitled to be grouped 
for processing may be fixed prior to the 
time processing of the earliest filed ap-
plication is begun, the FCC will peri-
odically release a Public Notice listing 
reserved band applications that have 
been accepted for filing and announc-
ing a date (not less than 30 days after 
publication) on which the listed appli-
cations will be considered available 
and ready for processing and by which 
all mutually exclusive applications 
and/or petitions to deny the listed ap-
plications must be filed. 

(3) Applications for reserved band FM 
translator stations will be processed 
using filing window procedures. The 
FCC will specify by Public Notice, a pe-
riod for filing reserved band FM trans-
lator applications for a new station or 
for major modifications in the facili-
ties of an authorized station. FM trans-
lator applications for new facilities or 
for major modifications will be accept-
ed only during these specified periods. 
Applications submitted prior to the 
window opening date identified in the 
Public Notice will be returned as pre-
mature. Applications submitted after 
the specified deadline will be dismissed 
with prejudice as untimely. 

(4) Timely filed applications for new 
facilities or for major modifications for 
reserved band FM Translators will be 
processed pursuant to the procedures 
set forth in subpart K of Part 73 
(§ 73.7000 et seq.) Subsequently, the FCC 
will release Public Notices identifying: 
mutually exclusive groups of applica-
tions; applications received during the 
window filing period which are found to 

be non-mutually exclusive; tentative 
selectees determined pursuant to the 
point system procedures set forth in 
§ 73.7003 of this chapter; and acceptable 
applications. The Public Notices will 
also announce: additional procedures 
to be followed for certain groups of ap-
plications; deadlines for filing addi-
tional information; and dates by which 
petitions to deny must be filed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of § 73.7004 
of this chapter. If the applicant is duly 
qualified, and upon examination, the 
FCC finds that the public interest, con-
venience and necessity will be served 
by the granting of the application, it 
will be granted. If an application is 
found not to be acceptable for filing, 
the application will be returned, and 
subject to the amendment require-
ments of § 73.3522 of this chapter. 

(c) In the case of an application for 
an instrument of authorization, other 
than a license pursuant to a construc-
tion permit, grant will be based on the 
application, the pleadings filed, and 
such other matters that may be offi-
cially noticed. Before a grant can be 
made it must be determined that: 

(1) There is not pending a mutually 
exclusive application. 

(2) The applicant is legally, tech-
nically, financially and otherwise 
qualified; 

(3) The applicant is not in violation 
of any provisions of law, the FCC rules, 
or established policies of the FCC; and 

(4) A grant of the application would 
otherwise serve the public interest, 
convenience and necessity. 

(d) Processing non-reserved band FM 
translator applications. 

(1) Applications for minor modifica-
tions for non-reserved band FM trans-
lator stations, as defined in paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section, may be filed at 
any time, unless restricted by the FCC, 
and will be processed on a ‘‘first come/
first served’’ basis, with the first ac-
ceptable application cutting off the fil-
ing rights of subsequent, conflicting 
applicants. The FCC will periodically 
release a Public Notice listing those 
applications accepted for filing. Appli-
cations received on the same day will 
be treated as simultaneously filed and,
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if they are found to be mutually exclu-
sive, must be resolved through settle-
ment or technical amendment. Con-
flicting applications received after the 
filing of a first acceptable application 
will be grouped, according to filing 
date, behind the lead application in a 
queue. The priority rights of the lead 
applicant, against all other applicants, 
are determined by the date of filing, 
but the filing date for subsequent, con-
flicting applicants only reserves a 
place in the queue. The rights of an ap-
plicant in a queue ripen only upon a 
final determination that the lead appli-
cant is unacceptable and if the queue 
member is reached and found accept-
able. The queue will remain behind the 
lead applicant until a construction per-
mit is finally granted, at which time 
the queue dissolves. 

(2)(i) The FCC will specify by Public 
Notice, pursuant to § 73.5002(a), a period 
for filing non-reserved band FM trans-
lator applications for a new station or 
for major modifications in the facili-
ties of an authorized station. FM trans-
lator applications for new facilities or 
for major modifications will be accept-
ed only during these specified periods. 
Applications submitted prior to the 
window opening date identified in the 
Public Notice will be returned as pre-
mature. Applications submitted after 
the specified deadline will be dismissed 
with prejudice as untimely. 

(ii) Such FM translator applicants 
will be subject to the provisions of 
§§ 1.2105 and 73.5002(a) regarding the 
submission of the short-form applica-
tion, FCC Form 175, and all appropriate 
certifications, information and exhib-
its contained therein. To determine 
which FM translator applications are 
mutually exclusive, FM translator ap-
plicants must submit the engineering 
data contained in FCC Form 349 as a 
supplement to the short-form applica-
tion. Such engineering data will not be 
studied for technical acceptability, but 
will be protected from subsequently 
filed applications as of the close of the 
window filing period. Determinations 
as to the acceptability or grantability 
of an applicant’s proposal will not be 
made prior to an auction. 

(iii) FM translator applicants will be 
subject to the provisions of § 1.2105 re-

garding the modification and dismissal 
of their short-form applications. 

(iv) Consistent with § 1.2105(a), begin-
ning January 1, 1999, all short-form ap-
plications must be filed electronically. 

(3) Subsequently, the FCC will re-
lease Public Notices: 

(i) Identifying the short-form appli-
cations received during the appropriate 
filing period or ‘‘window’’ which are 
found to be mutually exclusive; 

(ii) Establishing a date, time and 
place for an auction; 

(iii)Providing information regarding 
the methodology of competitive bid-
ding to be used in the upcoming auc-
tion, bid submission and payment pro-
cedures, upfront payment procedures, 
upfront payment deadlines, minimum 
opening bid requirements and applica-
ble reserve prices in accordance with 
the provisions of § 73.5002; 

(iv) Identifying applicants who have 
submitted timely upfront payments 
and, thus, are qualified to bid in the 
auction. 

(4) If, during the window filing pe-
riod, the FCC receives non-mutually 
exclusive applications for a non-re-
served FM translator station, a Public 
Notice will be released identifying the 
non-mutually exclusive applicants, 
who will be required to submit the ap-
propriate long form application within 
30 days of the Public Notice and pursu-
ant to the provisions of § 73.5005. These 
non-mutually exclusive applications 
will be processed and the FCC will peri-
odically release a Public Notice listing 
such non-mutually exclusive applica-
tions determined to be acceptable for 
filing and announcing a date by which 
petitions to deny must be filed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
§§ 73.5006 and 73.3584 of this chapter. If 
the applicants are duly qualified, and 
upon examination, the FCC finds that 
the public interest, convenience and 
necessity will be served by the grant-
ing of the non-mutually exclusive long-
form application, the same will be 
granted. 

(5)(i) Pursuant to § 1.2107 of this chap-
ter, a winning bidder that meets its 
down payment obligations in a timely 
manner must, within 30 days of the re-
lease of the public notice announcing 
the close of the auction, submit the ap-
propriate long-form application for
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each construction permit for which it 
was the winning bidder. Long-form ap-
plications filed by winning bidders 
shall include the exhibits identified in 
§ 73.5005 of this chapter. 

(ii) These applications will be proc-
essed and the FCC will periodically re-
lease a Public Notice listing such ap-
plications that have been accepted for 
filing and announcing a date by which 
petitions to deny must be filed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of § 73.3584 
of this chapter. If the applicants are 
duly qualified, and upon examination, 
the FCC finds that the public interest, 
convenience and necessity will be 
served by the granting of the winning 
bidder’s long-form application, a Pub-
lic Notice will be issued announcing 
that the construction permit is ready 
to be granted. Each winning bidder 
shall pay the balance of its winning bid 
in a lump sum within 10 business days 
after release of the Public Notice, as 
set forth in § 1.2109(a). Construction 
permits will be granted by the Commis-
sion following the receipt of the full 
payment. 

(iii) All long-form applications will 
be cut-off as of the date of filing with 
the FCC and will be protected from 
subsequently filed long-form translator 
applications. Applications will be re-
quired to protect all previously filed 
applications. Winning bidders filing 
long-form applications may change the 
technical proposals specified in their 
previously submitted short-form appli-
cations, but such change may not con-
stitute a major change. If the sub-
mitted long-form application would 
constitute a major change from the 
proposal submitted in the short-form 
application or the allotment, the long-
form application will be returned pur-
suant to paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion. 

(e) Selection of mutually exclusive 
reserved band FM translator applica-
tions. 

(1) Applications for FM translator 
stations proposing to provide fill-in 
service (within the primary station’s 
protected contour) of the commonly 
owned primary station will be given 
priority over all other applications. 

(2) Where applications for FM trans-
lator stations are mutually exclusive 
and do not involve a proposal to pro-

vide fill-in service of commonly owned 
primary stations, the FCC may stipu-
late different frequencies as necessary 
for the applicants. 

(3) Where there are no available fre-
quencies to substitute for a mutually 
exclusive application, the FCC will 
apply the same point system identified 
for full service reserved band FM sta-
tions in § 73.7003(b) of this chapter. In 
the event of a tie, the FCC will con-
sider: 

(i) Existing authorizations. Each appli-
cant’s number of existing radio author-
izations (licenses and construction per-
mits for AM, FM, and FM-translators 
but excluding fill-in translators) as of 
the time of application shall be com-
pared, and the applicant with the few-
est authorizations will be chosen as 
tentative selectee. If each applicant is 
applying for a fill-in translator only, 
and consideration of its other radio 
stations is not dispositive, its number 
of existing fill-in translator authoriza-
tions will also be considered, and the 
fill-in applicant with the fewest fill-in 
authorizations will be chosen as ten-
tative selectee. 

(ii) Existing applications. If a tie re-
mains, after the tie breaker in para-
graph (e)(3)(i) of this section, the re-
maining applicant with the fewest 
pending radio new and major change 
applications (AM, FM, and non fill-in 
FM translators) will be chosen as ten-
tative selectee. If each applicant is ap-
plying for a fill-in translator only, and 
consideration of its other radio sta-
tions is not dispositive, its number of 
existing fill-in translator applications 
will also be considered, and the fill-in 
applicant with the fewest fill-in au-
thorizations will be chosen as tentative 
selectee. 

(iii) Where the procedures in para-
graphs (e)(1), (e)(2) and (e)(3)(i) and 
(e)(3)(ii) of this section fail to resolve 
the mutual exclusivity, the applica-
tions will be processed on a first-come-
first-served basis. 

[63 FR 48632, Sept. 11, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 19502, Apr. 21, 1999; 65 FR 36382, June 8, 
2000; 66 FR 15357, Mar. 19, 2001; 67 FR 45375, 
July 9, 2002]
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§ 74.1234 Unattended operation. 
(a) A station authorized under this 

subpart may be operated without a des-
ignated person in attendance if the fol-
lowing requirements are met: 

(1) If the transmitter site cannot be 
reached promptly at all hours and in 
all seasons, means shall be provided so 
that the transmitting apparatus can be 
turned on and off at will from a point 
which is readily accessible at all hours 
and in all seasons. 

(2) The transmitter shall also be 
equipped with suitable automatic cir-
cuits which will place it in a nonradi-
ating condition in the absence of a sig-
nal on the input channel. 

(3) The on-and-off control (if at a lo-
cation other than the transmitter site) 
and the transmitting apparatus, shall 
be adequately protected against tam-
pering by unauthorized persons. 

(4) The FCC in Washington, DC, At-
tention: Audio Division, Media Bureau, 
shall be supplied by letter with the 
name, address, and telephone number 
of a person or persons who may be con-
tacted to secure suspension of oper-
ation of the translator promptly should 
such action be deemed necessary by the 
Commission. Such information shall be 
kept current by the licensee. 

(5) Where the antenna and supporting 
structure are required to be painted 
and lighted under the provisions of 
Part 17 of this chapter, the licensee 
shall make suitable arrangements for 
the daily inspection and logging of the 
obstruction lighting and associated 
control equipment as required by 
§§ 17.47, 17.48, and 17.49 of this chapter. 

(b) An application for authority to 
construct a new station pursuant to 
this subpart or to make changes in the 
facilities of such a station, which pro-
poses unattended operation shall in-
clude an adequate showing as to the 
manner of compliance with this sec-
tion. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 37 FR 
18540, Sept. 13, 1972; 38 FR 25992, Sept. 17, 
1973; 60 FR 55484, Nov. 1, 1995; 63 FR 33879, 
June 22, 1998; 67 FR 13234, Mar. 21, 2002]

§ 74.1235 Power limitations and an-
tenna systems. 

(a) An application for an FM trans-
lator station filed by the licensee or 
permittee of the primary station to 

provide fill-in service within the pri-
mary station’s coverage area will not 
be accepted for filing if it specifies an 
effective radiated power (ERP) which 
exceeds 250 watts. 

(b) An application for an FM trans-
lator station, other than one for fill-in 
service which is covered in paragraph 
(a) of this section, will not be accepted 
for filing if it specifies an effective ra-
diated power (ERP) which exceeds the 
maximum ERP (MERP) value deter-
mined in accordance with this para-
graph. The antenna height above aver-
age terrain (HAAT) shall be determined 
in accordance with § 73.313(d) of this 
chapter for each of 12 distinct radials, 
with each radial spaced 30 degrees 
apart and with the bearing of the first 
radial bearing true north. Each raidal 
HAAT value shall be rounded to the 
nearest meter. For each of the 12 radial 
directions, the MERP is the value cor-
responding to the calculated HAAT in 
the following tables that is appropriate 
for the location of the translator. For 
an application specifying a nondirec-
tional transmitting antenna, the speci-
fied ERP must not exceed the smallest 
of the 12 MERP’s. For an application 
specifying a directional transmitting 
antenna, the ERP in each azimuthal di-
rection must not exceed the MERP for 
the closest of the 12 radial directions. 

(1) For FM translators located east of 
the Mississippi River or in Zone I–A as 
described in § 73.205(b) of this chapter:

Radial HAAT (meters) 
Maximum 

ERP (MERP 
in watts) 

Less than or equal to 32 ................................... 250
33 to 39 ............................................................. 170
40 to 47 ............................................................. 120
48 to 57 ............................................................. 80
58 to 68 ............................................................. 55
69 to 82 ............................................................. 38
83 to 96 ............................................................. 27
97 to 115 ........................................................... 19
116 to 140 ......................................................... 13
Greater than or equal to 141 ............................. 10

(2) For FM translators located in all 
other areas:

Radial HAAT (meters) 
Maximum 

ERP (MERP 
in watts) 

Less than or equal to 107 ................................. 250
108 to 118 ......................................................... 205
119 to 130 ......................................................... 170
131 to 144 ......................................................... 140
145 to 157 ......................................................... 115
158 to 173 ......................................................... 92
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Radial HAAT (meters) 
Maximum 

ERP (MERP 
in watts) 

174 to 192 ......................................................... 75
193 to 212 ......................................................... 62
213 to 235 ......................................................... 50
236 to 260 ......................................................... 41
261 to 285 ......................................................... 34
286 to 310 ......................................................... 28
311 to 345 ......................................................... 23
346 to 380 ......................................................... 19
381 to 425 ......................................................... 15.5
426 to 480 ......................................................... 13
481 to 540 ......................................................... 11
Greater than or equal to 541 ............................. 10

(c) The effective radiated power of 
FM booster stations shall be limited 
such that the predicted service contour 
of the booster station, computed in ac-
cordance with § 73.313 paragraphs (a) 
through (d) of this chapter, may not 
extend beyond the corresponding serv-
ice contour of the primary FM station 
that the booster rebroadcasts. In no 
event shall the ERP of the booster sta-
tion exceed 20% of the maximum allow-
able ERP for the primary station’s 
class. 

(d) Applications for FM translator 
stations located within 320 km of the 
Canadian border will not be accepted if 
they specify more than 50 watts effec-
tive radiated power in any direction or 
have a 34 dBu interference contour, cal-
culated in accordance with § 74.1204 of 
this part, that exceeds 32 km. FM 
translator stations located within 320 
kilometers of the Mexican border must 
be separated from Mexican allotments 
and assignments in accordance with 
§ 73.207(b)(3) of this chapter and are lim-
ited to a transmitter power output of 
10 watts or less. For purposes of com-
pliance with that section, FM trans-
lators will be considered as Class D FM 
stations. 

(1) Translator stations located within 
125 kilometers of the Mexican border 
may operate with an ERP up to 50 
watts (0.050 kW) ERP. A booster sta-
tion may not produce a 34 dBu inter-
fering contour in excess of 32 km from 
the transmitter site in the direction of 
the Mexican border, nor may the 60 
dBu service contour of the booster sta-
tion exceed 8.7 km from the trans-
mitter site in the direction of the 
Mexican border. 

(2) Translator stations located be-
tween 125 kilometers and 320 kilo-
meters from the Mexican border may 

operate with an ERP in excess of 50 
watts, up to the maximum permitted 
ERP of 250 watts per § 74.1235(b)(2). 
However, in no event shall the location 
of the 60 dBu contour lie within 116.3 
km of the Mexican border. 

(3) Applications for translator or 
booster stations within 320 km of the 
Canadian border may employ an ERP 
up to a maximum of 250 watts, as speci-
fied in § 74.1235(a) and (b). The distance 
to the 34 dBu interfering contour may 
not exceed 60 km in any direction. 

(e) In no event shall a station author-
ized under this subpart be operated 
with a transmitter power output (TPO) 
in excess of the transmitter certifi-
cated rating. A station authorized 
under this subpart for a TPO that is 
less than its transmitter certificated 
rating shall determine its TPO in ac-
cordance with § 73.267 of this chapter 
and its TPO shall not be more than 105 
percent of the authorized TPO. 

(f) Composite antennas and antenna 
arrays may be used where the total 
ERP does not exceed the maximum de-
termined in accordance with para-
graphs (a), (b) or (c) of this section. 

(g) Either horizontal, vertical, cir-
cular or elliptical polarization may be 
used provided that the supplemental 
vertically polarized ERP required for 
circular or elliptical polarization does 
not exceed the ERP otherwise author-
ized. Either clockwise or counter-
clockwise rotation may be used. Sepa-
rate transmitting antennas are per-
mitted if both horizontal and vertical 
polarization is to be provided. 

(h) All applications must comply 
with § 73.316, paragraphs (d) and (e) of 
this chapter. 

(i) An application that specifies use 
of a directional antenna must comply 
with § 73.316, paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(c)(3) of this chapter. Prior to issuance 
of a license, the applicant must: (1) 
Certify that the antenna is mounted in 
accordance with the specific instruc-
tions provided by the antenna manu-
facturer; and (2) certify that the an-
tenna is mounted in the proper orienta-
tion. In instances where a directional 
antenna is proposed for the purpose of 
providing protection to another facil-
ity, a condition may be included in the 
construction permit requiring that be-
fore program tests are authorized, a
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permittee: (1) Must submit the results 
of a complete proof-of-performance to 
establish the horizontal plane radi-
ation patterns for both the hori-
zontally and vertically polarized radi-
ation components; and, (2) must certify 
that the relative field strength of nei-
ther the measured horizontally nor 
vertically polarized radiation compo-
nent shall exceed at any azimuth the 
value indicated on the composite radi-
ation pattern authorized by the con-
struction permit.

NOTE: Existing licensees and permittees 
that do not furnish data sufficient to cal-
culate the contours in conformance with 
§ 74.1204 will be assigned protected contours 
having the following radii: 

Up to 10 watts—1 mile (1.6 km) from trans-
mitter site. 

Up to 100 watts—2 miles (3.2 km) from 
transmitter site. 

Up to 250 watts—4 miles (6.5 km) from 
transmitter site.

(j) FM translator stations authorized 
prior to June 1, 1991, with facilities 
that do not comply with the ERP limi-
tation of paragraph (a) or (b) of this 
section, as appropriate, may continue 
to operate, provided that operation is 
in conformance with § 74.1203 regarding 
interference. Applications for major 
changes in FM translator stations 
must specify facilities that comply 
with paragraph (a) or (b) of this sec-
tion, as appropriate. 

[55 FR 50697, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 56170, Nov. 1, 1991; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 
1993; 62 FR 51063, Sept. 30, 1997; 63 FR 33879, 
June 22, 1998; 63 FR 36605, July 7, 1998]

§ 74.1236 Emission and bandwidth. 
(a) The license of a station author-

ized under this subpart allows the 
transmission of either F3 or other 
types of frequency modulation (see 
§ 2.201 of this chapter) upon a showing 
of need, as long as the emission com-
plies with the following: 

(1) For transmitter output powers no 
greater than 10 watts, paragraphs (b), 
(c), and (d) of this section apply. 

(2) For transmitter output powers 
greater than 10 watts, § 73.317 (a), (b), 
(c), and (d) apply. 

(b) Standard width FM channels will 
be assigned and the transmitting appa-
ratus shall be operated so as to limit 
spurious emissions to the lowest prac-

ticable value. Any emissions including 
intermodulation products and radio-
frequency harmonics which are not es-
sential for the transmission of the de-
sired aural information shall be consid-
ered to be spurious emissions. 

(c) The power of emissions appearing 
outside the assigned channel shall be 
attenuated below the total power of 
the emission as follows:

Distance of emission from center frequency 

Minimum at-
tenuation 

below 
unmodulated 

carrier 

120 to 240 kHz ................................................. 25 dB 
Over 240 and up to 600 kHz ............................ 35 dB 
Over 600 kHz .................................................... 60 dB 

(d) Greater attenuation than that 
specified in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion may be required if interference re-
sults outside the assigned channel. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 52 FR 
31406, Aug. 20, 1987; 55 FR 50698, Dec. 10, 1990]

§ 74.1237 Antenna location. 
(a) An applicant for a new station to 

be authorized under this subpart or for 
a change in the facilities of such a sta-
tion shall endeavor to select a site 
which will provide a line-of-sight 
transmission path to the entire area 
intended to be served and at which 
there is available a suitable signal 
from the primary station. The trans-
mitting antenna should be placed 
above growing vegetation and trees 
lying in the direction of the area in-
tended to be served, to minimize the 
possiblity of signal absorption by foli-
age. 

(b) Consideration should be given to 
accessibility of the site at all seasons 
of the year and to the availability of 
facilities for the maintenance and op-
eration of the FM translator. 

(c) Consideration should be given to 
the existence of strong radiofrequency 
fields from other transmitters at the 
translator site and the possibility that 
such fields may result in the retrans-
mission of signals originating on fre-
quencies other than that of the pri-
mary station. 

(d) The transmitting antenna of an 
FM booster station shall be located 
within the protected contour of its pri-
mary station, subject to Note, § 74.1231 
(h). The transmitting antenna of a
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commonly owned commercial FM 
translator station shall be located 
within the protected contour of its 
commercial primary FM station. 

(e) A translator or booster station to 
be located on an AM antenna tower or 
located within 3.2 km of an AM an-
tenna tower must comply with § 73.1692 
of this chapter. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 55 FR 
50698, Dec. 10, 1990; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 1993; 
62 FR 51063, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 74.1250 Transmitters and associated 
equipment. 

(a) FM translator and booster trans-
mitting apparatus, and exciters em-
ployed to provide a locally generated 
and modulated input signal to trans-
lator and booster equipment, used by 
stations authorized under the provi-
sions of this subpart must be certifi-
cated upon the request of any manufac-
turer of transmitters in accordance 
with this section and subpart J of part 
2 of this chapter. In addition, FM 
translator and booster stations may 
use FM broadcast transmitting appa-
ratus verified or approved under the 
provisions of part 73 of this chapter. 

(b) Transmitting antennas, antennas 
used to receive signals to be rebroad-
cast, and transmission lines are not 
subject to the requirement for certifi-
cation. 

(c) The following requirements must 
be met before translator, booster or ex-
citer equipment will be certificated in 
accordance with this section: 

(1) Radio frequency harmonics and 
spurious emissions must conform with 
the specifications of § 74.1236 of this 
part. 

(2) The local oscillator or oscillators, 
including those in an exciter employed 
to provide a locally generated and 
modulated input signal to a translator 
or booster, when subjected to vari-
ations in ambient temperature between 
minus 30 degrees and plus 50 degrees 
centigrade, and in primary supply volt-
age between 85 percent and 115 percent 
of the rated value, shall be sufficiently 
stable to maintain the output center 
frequency within plus or minus 0.005 
percent of the operating frequency and 
to enable conformance with the speci-
fications of § 74.1261 of this part. 

(3) The apparatus shall contain auto-
matic circuits to maintain the power 
output in conformance with § 74.1235(e) 
of this part. If provision is included for 
adjusting the power output, then the 
normal operating constants shall be 
specified for operation at both the 
rated power output and the minimum 
power output at which the apparatus is 
designed to operate. The apparatus 
shall be equipped with suitable meters 
or meter jacks so that the operating 
constants can be measured while the 
apparatus is in operation. 

(4) Apparatus rated for transmitter 
power output of more than 1 watt shall 
be equipped with automatic circuits to 
place it in a nonradiating condition 
when no input signal is being received 
in conformance with § 74.1263(b) of this 
part and to transmit the call sign in 
conformance with § 74.1283(c)(2) of this 
part. 

(5) For exciters, automatic means 
shall be provided for limiting the level 
of the audio frequency voltage applied 
to the modulator to ensure that a fre-
quency swing in excess of 75 kHz will 
not occur under any condition of the 
modulation. 

[55 FR 50698, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 63 
FR 36606, July 7, 1998]

§ 74.1251 Technical and equipment 
modifications. 

(a) No change, either mechanical or 
electrical, except as provided in part 2 
of this chapter, may be made in FM 
translator or booster apparatus which 
has been certificated by the Commis-
sion without prior authority of the 
Commission. 

(b) Formal application on FCC Form 
349 is required of all permittees and li-
censees for any of the following 
changes: 

(1) Replacement of the transmitter as 
a whole, except replacement with a 
transmitter of identical power rating 
which has been certificated by the FCC 
for use by FM translator or FM booster 
stations, or any change which could re-
sult in the electrical characteristics or 
performance of the station. Upon the 
installation or modification of the 
transmitting equipment for which 
prior FCC authority is not required 
under the provisions of this paragraph, 
the licensee shall place in the station
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records a certification that the new in-
stallation complies in all respects with 
the technical requirements of this part 
and the terms of the station authoriza-
tion. 

(2) A change in the transmitting an-
tenna system, including the direction 
of radiation or directive antenna pat-
tern. 

(3) Any change in the overall height 
of the antenna structure except where 
notice to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration is specifically not required 
under § 17.14(b) of this chapter. 

(4) Any change in the location of the 
translator or booster except a move 
within the same building or upon the 
same pole or tower. 

(5) Any horizontal change in the loca-
tion of the antenna structure which 
would (i) be in excess of 152.4 meters 
(500 feet), or (ii) would require notice to 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
pursuant to § 17.7 of the FCC’s rules. 

(6) Any change in the output fre-
quency of a translator. 

(7) Any increase of authorized effec-
tive radiated power. FM translator and 
booster stations may decrease ERP on 
a modification of license application 
provided that exhibits are included to 
demonstrate that the following re-
quirements are met: 

(i) The license application may not 
propose to eliminate the authorized 
horizontally polarized ERP, if a hori-
zontally polarized ERP is currently au-
thorized; 

(ii) The installed height of the an-
tenna radiation center is not increased 
by more than two meters nor decreased 
by more than four meters from the au-
thorized height for the antenna radi-
ation center; and 

(iii) The station is not presently au-
thorized with separate horizontal and 
vertical antennas mounted at different 
heights. Use of separate horizontal and 
vertical antennas requires a construc-
tion permit before implementation or 
changes. 

(8) Any change in area being served. 
(c) Changes in the primary FM sta-

tion being retransmitted must be sub-
mitted to the FCC in writing. 

(d) Any application proposing a 
change in the height of the antenna 
structure or its location must also in-
clude the Antenna Structure Registra-

tion Number (FCC Form 854R) of the 
antenna structure upon which it pro-
poses to locate its antenna. In the 
event the antenna structure does not 
have a Registration Number, either the 
antenna structure owner shall file FCC 
Form 854 (‘‘Application for Antenna 
Structure Registration’’) in accordance 
with part 17 of this chapter or the ap-
plicant shall provide a detailed expla-
nation why registration and clearance 
are not required. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 45 FR 
26068, Apr. 17, 1980; 47 FR 24580, June 7, 1982; 
50 FR 3525, Jan. 25, 1985; 50 FR 23710, June 5, 
1985; 55 FR 50698, Dec. 10, 1990; 61 FR 4368, 
Feb. 6, 1996; 63 FR 33879, June 22, 1998; 63 FR 
36606, July 7, 1998; 65 FR 79780, Dec. 20, 2000]

§ 74.1261 Frequency tolerance. 

(a) The licensee of an FM translator 
or booster station with an authorized 
transmitter power output of 10 watts or 
less shall maintain the center fre-
quency at the output of the translator 
within 0.01 percent of its assigned fre-
quency. 

(b) The licensee of an FM translator 
or booster station with an authorized 
transmitter power output greater than 
10 watts shall maintain the center fre-
quency at the output of the translator 
or booster station in compliance with 
the requirement of § 73.1545(b)(1) of this 
chapter. 

[55 FR 50699, Dec. 10, 1990]

§ 74.1262 Frequency monitors and 
measurements. 

(a) The licensee of a station author-
ized under this subpart is not required 
to provide means for measuring the op-
erating frequency of the transmitter. 
However, only equipment having the 
required stability will be approved for 
use by an FM translator or booster. 

(b) In the event that a station au-
thorized under this subpart is found to 
be operating beyond the frequency tol-
erance prescribed in § 74.1261, the li-
censee shall promptly suspend oper-
ation of the station and shall not re-
sume operation until the station has 
been restored to its assigned frequency. 
Adjustment of the frequency deter-
mining circuits of an FM translator or 
booster shall be made by a qualified 
person in accordance with § 74.1250(g).
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§ 74.1263 Time of operation. 
(a) The licensee of an FM translator 

or booster station is not required to ad-
here to any regular schedule of oper-
ation. However, the licensee of an FM 
translator or booster station is ex-
pected to provide a dependable service 
to the extent that such is within its 
control and to avoid unwarranted 
interruptions to the service provided. 

(b) An FM translator or booster sta-
tion rebroadcasting the signal of a pri-
mary station shall not be permitted to 
radiate during extended periods when 
signals of the primary station are not 
being retransmitted. 

(c) The licensee of an FM translator 
or booster station must notify the 
Commission of its intent to dis-
continue operations for 30 or more con-
secutive days. Notification must be 
made within 10 days of the time the 
station first discontinues operation 
and Commission approval must be ob-
tained for such discontinued operation 
to continue beyond 30 days. The notifi-
cation shall specify the causes of the 
discontinued operation and a projected 
date for the station’s return to oper-
ation, substantiated by supporting doc-
umentation. If the projected date for 
the station’s return to operation can-
not be met, another notification and 
further request for discontinued oper-
ations must be submitted in conform-
ance with the requirements of this sec-
tion. Within 48 hours of the station’s 
return to operation, the licensee must 
notify the Commission of such fact. All 
notification must be in writing. 

(d) The licensee of an FM translator 
or booster station must notify the 
Commission of its intent to perma-
nently discontinue operations at least 
two days before operation is discon-
tinued. Immediately after discontinu-
ance of operation, the licensee shall 
forward the station license and other 
instruments of authorization to the 
FCC, Washington, DC for cancellation. 

(e) Failure of an FM translator or 
booster station to operate for a period 
of 30 or more consecutive days, except 
for causes beyond the control of the li-
censee or authorized pursuant to para-
graph (c) of this section, shall be 
deemed evidence of discontinuation of 
operation and the license of the station 
may be cancelled at the discretion of 

the Commission. Furthermore, the sta-
tion’s license will expire as a matter of 
law, without regard to any causes be-
yond control of the licensee or to any 
authorization pursuant to paragraph 
(c) of this section, if the station fails to 
transmit broadcast signals for any con-
secutive 12-month period, notwith-
standing any provision, term, or condi-
tion of the license to the contrary. 

[55 FR 50699, Dec. 10, 1990, as amended at 61 
FR 28768, June 6, 1996]

§ 74.1265 Posting of station license. 

(a) The station license and any other 
instrument of authorization or indi-
vidual order concerning the construc-
tion of the station or the manner of op-
eration shall be kept in the station 
record file maintained by the licensee 
so as to be available for inspection 
upon request to any authorized rep-
resentative of the Commission. 

(b) The call sign of the translator or 
booster together with the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of the li-
censee or local representative of the li-
censee if the licensee does not reside in 
the community served by the trans-
lator or booster, and the name and ad-
dress of a person and place where sta-
tion records are maintained, shall be 
displayed at the translator or booster 
site on the structure supporting the 
transmitting antenna, so as to be visi-
ble to a person standing on the ground 
at the transmitter site. The display 
shall be prepared so as to withstand 
normal weathering for a reasonable pe-
riod of time and shall be maintained in 
a legible condition by the licensee. 

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 40 FR 
24901, June 11, 1975]

§ 74.1269 Copies of rules. 

The licensee or permittee of a station 
authorized under this subpart shall 
have a current copy of Volumes I (parts 
0, 1, 2 and 17) and III (parts 73 & 74) of 
the Commission’s Rules and shall make 
the same available for use by the oper-
ator in charge. Each such licensee or 
permittee shall be familiar with those 
rules relating to stations authorized 
under this subpart. Copies of the Com-
mission’s Rules may be obtained from
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the Superintendent of Documents, Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402. 

[55 FR 50699, Dec. 10, 1990]

§ 74.1281 Station records. 
(a) The licensee of a station author-

ized under this Subpart shall maintain 
adequate station records, including the 
current instrument of authorization, 
official correspondence with the FCC, 
maintenance records, contracts, per-
mission for rebroadcasts, and other 
pertinent documents. 

(b) Entries required by § 17.49 of this 
chapter concerning any observed or 
otherwise known extinguishment or 
improper functioning of a tower light: 

(1) The nature of such extinguish-
ment or improper functioning. 

(2) The date and time the extinguish-
ment of improper operation was ob-
served or otherwise noted. 

(3) The date, time and nature of ad-
justments, repairs or replacements 
made. 

(c) The station records shall be main-
tained for inspection at a residence, of-
fice, or public building, place of busi-
ness, or other suitable place, in one of 
the communities of license of the 
translator or booster, except that the 
station records of a booster or trans-
lator licensed to the licensee of the pri-
mary station may be kept at the same 
place where the primary station 
records are kept. The name of the per-
son keeping station records, together 
with the address of the place where the 
records are kept, shall be posted in ac-
cordance with § 74.1265(b) of the rules. 
The station records shall be made 
available upon request to any author-
ized representative of the Commission. 

(d) Station logs and records shall be 
retained for a period of two years. 

[48 FR 44807, Sept. 30, 1983]

§ 74.1283 Station identification. 
(a) The call sign of an FM broadcast 

translator station will consist of the 
initial letter K or W followed by the 
channel number assigned to the trans-
lator and two letters. The use of the 
initial letter will generally conform to 
the pattern used in the broadcast serv-
ice. The two letter combinations fol-
lowing the channel number will be as-

signed in order and requests for the as-
signment of particular combinations of 
letters will not be considered. 

(b) The call sign of an FM booster 
station will consist of the call sign of 
the primary station followed by the 
letters ‘‘FM’’ and the number of the 
booster station being authorized, e.g., 
WFCCFM–1. 

(c) A translator station authorized 
under this subpart shall be identified 
by one of the following methods. 

(1) By arranging for the primary sta-
tion whose station is being rebroadcast 
to identify the translator station by 
call sign and location. Three such iden-
tifications shall be made during each 
day: once between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m., 
once between 12:55 p.m. and 1:05 p.m. 
and once between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Sta-
tions which do not begin their broad-
cast before 9 a.m. shall make their first 
identification at the beginning of their 
broadcast days. The licensee of an FM 
translator whose station identification 
is made by the primary station must 
arrange for the primary station li-
censee to keep in its file, and to make 
available to FCC personnel, the trans-
lator’s call letters and location, giving 
the name, address and telephone num-
ber of the licensee or his service rep-
resentative to be contacted in the 
event of malfunction of the translator. 
It shall be the responsibility of the 
translator licensee to furnish current 
information to the primary station li-
censee for this purpose. 

(2) By transmitting the call sign in 
International Morse Code at least once 
each hour. Transmitters of FM broad-
cast translator stations of more than 1 
watt transmitter output power must be 
equipped with an automatic keying de-
vice that will transmit the call sign at 
least once each hour, unless there is in 
effect a firm agreement with the trans-
lator’s primary station as provided in 
§ 74.1283(c)(1) of this section. Trans-
mission of the call sign can be accom-
plished by: 

(i) Frequency shifting key; the car-
rier shift shall not be less than 5 kHz 
nor greater than 25 kHz. 

(ii) Amplitude modulation of the FM 
carrier of at least 30 percent modula-
tion. The audio frequency tone use 
shall not be within 200 hertz of the
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Emergency Broadcast System Atten-
tion signal alerting frequencies. 

(d) FM broadcast booster stations 
shall be identified by their primary 
stations, by the broadcasting of the 
primary station’s call signs and loca-
tion, in accordance with the provisions 
of § 73.1201 of this chapter. 

(e) The Commission may, in its dis-
cretion, specify other methods of iden-
tification. 

[55 FR 50699, Dec. 10, 1990]

§ 74.1284 Rebroadcasts. 
(a) The term rebroadcast means the 

reception by radio of the programs or 
other signals of a radio station and the 
simultaneous retransmission of such 
programs or signals for direct recep-
tion by the general public. 

(b) The licensee of an FM translator 
shall not rebroadcast the programs of 
any FM broadcast station or other FM 
translator without obtaining prior con-
sent of the primary station whose pro-
grams are proposed to be retrans-
mitted. The Commission shall be noti-
fied of the call letters of each station 
rebroadcast and the licensee of the FM 
translator shall certify that written 
consent has been received from the li-
censee of the station whose programs 
are retransmitted. 

(c) An FM translator is not author-
ized to rebroadcast the transmissions 
of any class of station other than an 
FM broadcast station or another FM 
translator.

§ 74.1290 FM translator and booster 
station information available on the 
Internet. 

The Media Bureau’s Audio Division 
provides information on the Internet 
regarding FM translator and booster 
stations, rules, and policies at http://
www.fcc.gov/mb/audio.

[67 FR 13234, Mar. 21, 2002] 
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Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.402
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.502
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.602
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.702
ITFS ............................................................. 74.902
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1202

Authorization of equipment— 
Aural Auxiliary .............................................. 74.550
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.451
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.655
Lw Power Auxiliaries .................................... 74.851
ITFS ............................................................. 74.952
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1250

Authorization, Temporary— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.537
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.433
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.633
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.833

Authorized emission— 
Experimental Broadcast Station .................. 74.133
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.462
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.535
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.637
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.736
ITFS ............................................................. 74.936
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1236

Authorized frequencies (remote broadcast pick-
up).

74.402

Automatic relay stations (Remote pickup) .......... 74.436
Avoidance of interference (TV Auxiliaries) ......... 74.604

B

Bandwidth and emissions authorized— 
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.462
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.535
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.736
IFTS ............................................................. 74.936
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1236

Boosters, Signal UHF translator ......................... 74.733
Broadcast regulations applicable to LPTV, TV 

translators, and TV boosters.
74.780

Broadcasting emergency information (All serv-
ices).

74.21

C

Changes of Equipment— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.151
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.452
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.551
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.651
ITFS ............................................................. 74.951

Channel assignments (LPTV/TV Translator) ...... 74.702
Channels, Sound (TV Auxiliaries) ....................... 74.603
Charges, Program Service, (Experimental 

Broadcast Stations).
74.182

Classes of stations— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.501
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.601

Construction permit, Statement of under-
standing, (Experimental Broadcast Stations).

74.112

Copies of the rules— 
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.769
ITFS ............................................................. 74.969
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1269

Cross Reference (All Services) ........................... 74.5

D

Definitions— 
General ........................................................ 74.2
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.401
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LPTV/TV translators ..................................... 74.701
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.801
ITFS ............................................................. 74.901
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1201

Directional antenna required (Aural STL/Relays) 74.536

E

Emergency information Broadcasting (All Serv-
ices).

74.21

Emission authorized— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.133
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.462
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.535
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.637
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.736
ITFS ............................................................. 74.936
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1236

Equipment and installation— 
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1250

Equipment authorization— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.550
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.451
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.655
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.851
ITFS ............................................................. 74.952
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1250

Equipment Changes— 
Experimental Broadcast Station .................. 74.151
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.452
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.551
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.651
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.751
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.852
ITFS ............................................................. 74.951
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1251

Equipment, Notification of— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.550
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.655

Equipment Performance— 
FM Tanslators/Boosters ............................... 74.1250

Equipment tests (All Services) ............................ 74.13
Experimental Broadcast station .......................... 74.101
Experimental Broadcast Station, Uses of ........... 74.102
Extension of station licenses, Temporary (All 

Services).
74.16

F

Filing of applications, Notification of (All Serv-
ices).

74.12

Frequencies, Authorized (Remote broadcast 
pickup).

74.402

Frequency assignment— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.103
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.402
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.502
TV Auxiliary .................................................. 74.602
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.702
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.802
ITFS ............................................................. 74.902
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1202

Frequency monitors and measurements— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.162
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.465
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.562
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.662
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.762
ITFS ............................................................. 74.962
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1262

Frequency tolerance— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.161
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.464
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.561
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.661
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.761
ITFS ............................................................. 74.961
FM Translator/Boosters ............................... 74.1261

I

Identification of station— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.183
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.482
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.582
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.682
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.783
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.882
ITFS ............................................................. 74.982
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1283

Information on the Internet, FM translator and 
booster stations.

74.1290

Inspection of station by FCC (All Services) ........ 74.3
Interference— 

LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.703
ITFS ............................................................. 74.903
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1203

Interference avoidance (TV Auxiliaries) .............. 74.604
Interference—safety of life and property (All 

Services).
74.23

ITFS— 
Application processing ................................. 74.911
Application requirements from part 73 ........ 74.910
Interference .................................................. 74.903
Petition to deny ............................................ 74.912
Purpose and permissible service ................. 74.931
Response station hubs ................................ 74.939
Response stations (individually licensed) .... 74.940
Response stations (ITFS; individually li-

censed).
74.949

Signal booster stations ................................ 74.985
Transmission standards ............................... 74.938
Wireless cable use ....................................... 74.990

L

Land mobile station protection (from LPTV) ....... 74.709
License period, Station (All Services) ................. 74.15
Licenses, Posting of— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.165
Remote pickup broadcast stations .............. 74.432
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.564
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.664
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.765
Low power auxiliary stations ........................ 74.832
ITFS ............................................................. 74.965
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1265

Licenses, station, Temporary extension (All 
Services).

74.16

Licensing requirements— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.131
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.432
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.532
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.632
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.732
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.832
ITFS ............................................................. 74.932
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1232

Lighting and Marking of antenna structures (All 
Services).

74.30

Limitations on power— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.132
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.461
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.534
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.636
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.735
ITFS ............................................................. 74.935
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1235

LPTV, Broadcast rules applicable to .................. 74.780

M

Marking and lighting of antenna structures (All 
Services).

74.30

Modification of transmission systems— 
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.751
ITFS ............................................................. 74.951
FM Translators and Boosters ...................... 74.1251

Modulation limits— 
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TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.663
ITFS ............................................................. 74.970

Modulation monitors and measurements (ITFS) 74.971
Modulation requirements (Remote Pickup) ........ 74.463
Monitors and measurements, Frequency— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.162
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.465
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.562
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.662
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.762
ITFS ............................................................. 74.962
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1262

Multiple ownership— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.134
LPTV/TV Translator ..................................... 74.732

N

Notification of filing of applications (All Services) 74.12

O

Operation, Remote control— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.533
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.634

Operation, Short term (All Services) ................... 74.24
Operation, Time of— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.163
LPTV/TV Translator ..................................... 74.763
ITFS ............................................................. 74.963
FM Translator/Boosters ............................... 74.1263

Operation, Unattended (and/or attended)— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.533
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.635
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.734
ITFS ............................................................. 74.934
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1234

Operator requirements, General (All Services) .. 74.18
Orders, Additional (All Services) ......................... 73.28
Ownership, Multiple— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.134
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.732

P

Permissible service— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.531
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.631
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.731
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.831
ITFS ............................................................. 74.931
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1231

Petitions to deny: ITFS ....................................... 74.912
Posting of licenses— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.165
Remote pickup broadcast stations .............. 74.432
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.564
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.664
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.765
Low power auxiliary stations ........................ 74.832
ITFS ............................................................. 74.965
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1265

Power limitations— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.132
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.534
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.636
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.735
ITFS ............................................................. 74.935
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1235

Program or service tests (All Services) .............. 74.14
Program service, Charges (Experimental Broad-

cast Stations).
74.182

Protection by LPTV— 
To broadcast stations .................................. 74.705
To other LPTV and TV Translator stations 74.707
To Land Mobile stations .............................. 74.709

Purpose of service— 
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.731
ITFS ............................................................. 74.931
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1231

R

Rebroadcasts— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.184
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.784
ITFS ............................................................. 74.984
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1284

Records, Station (Experimental Broadcast Sta-
tions).

74.181

Regulations, Broadcast, applicable to LPTV and 
TV translators.

74.780

Relay stations, Automatic, (Remote Pickup) ...... 74.436
Remote pickup broadcast frequencies ............... 74.402
Remote control operation— 

Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.533
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.634

Remote pickup stations, Rules special to ........... 74.431
Renewal, Supplementary report (Experimental 

Broadcast Stations).
74.113

Response station hubs (ITFS) ............................ 74.939
Response stations (ITFS; individually licensed) 74.940
Rules, Copies of— 

LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.769
ITFS ............................................................. 74.969
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1269

Rules special to Remote Pickup stations ........... 74.431

S

Safety of life and property-interference jeopardy 
(All services).

74.23

Scope (of Subpart—General) ............................. 74.1
Service or program tests (All Services) .............. 74.14
Service, Permissible— 

Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.531
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.631
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.731
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.831
ITFS ............................................................. 74.931
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1231

Service, Scope of (Low Power Auxiliaries) ......... 74.831
Short term operation (All services) ..................... 74.24
Signal boosters— 

UHF translator (LPTV/TV Translators) ........ 74.733
ITFS ............................................................. 74.985

Sound channels (TV Auxiliaries) ......................... 74.603
Statement of understanding (Construction per-

mit-Experimental Broadcast Stations).
74.112

Station identification— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.183
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.482
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.582
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.682
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.783
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.882
ITFS ............................................................. 74.982
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1283

Station inspection by FCC (All Services) ............ 74.3
Station license period (All Services) ................... 74.15
Station records (Experimental Broadcast Sta-

tions).
74.181

T

Technical requirements (Low Power Auxiliaries) 74.861
Temporary authorizations— 

Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.433
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.537
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.633
Low Power Auxiliaries .................................. 74.833

Temporary extension of stations licenses (All 
Services).

74.16

Tests, Equipment (All Services) .......................... 74.13
Tests, Service or program (All Services) ............ 74.14
Time of operation— 

Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.163
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.763
ITFS ............................................................. 74.963
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1263
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Tolerance, Frequency— 
Experimental Broadcast Stations ................. 74.161
Remote Pickup ............................................. 74.464
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.561
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.661
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.761
ITFS ............................................................. 74.961
FM Translator/Boosters ............................... 74.1261

Translator signal boosters, UHF (LPTV/TV 
Translators).

74.733

Translators, TV, Purpose of (LPTV/TV Trans-
lators).

74.731

Transmission standards (ITFS) ........................... 74.938
Transmission system facilities (LPTV/TV Trans-

lators).
74.750

Transmission systems, modification of— 
LPTV/TV Translator ..................................... 74.751
ITFS ............................................................. 74.951
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1251

Transmissions, Permissible (Low Power Auxil-
iaries).

74.831

Transmitter power (Remote Pickup) ................... 74.461
Transmitters and associated equipment (FM 

Translators/Boosters).
74.1250

TV boosters, Broadcast rules applicable to 
(LPTV/TV Translators/TV Boosters.

74.780

TV Broadcast station protection (from LPTV/TV 
Translators).

74.705

TV, Low Power and translators, protection to 
(LPTV/TV Translators).

74.707

TV translators, Broadcast rules applicable to 
(LPTV/TV Translators).

74.780

U

UHF translator signal boosters (LPTV/TV Trans-
lators).

74.733

Unattended operation— 
Aural broadcast auxiliary stations ................ 74.531
TV Auxiliaries ............................................... 74.635
LPTV/TV Translators ................................... 74.734
ITFS ............................................................. 74.934
FM Translators/Boosters .............................. 74.1234

Use of common antenna structure (All services) 74.22
V [Reserved] 

W

Wireless cable usage of ITFS ............................. 74.990
X-Z [Reserved] 

[50 FR 38535, Sept. 23, 1985, as amended at 51 
FR 34622, Sept. 30, 1986; 52 FR 37316, Oct. 6, 
1987; 52 FR 47569, Dec. 15, 1987; 63 FR 33879, 
June 22, 1998; 63 FR 65127, Nov. 25, 1998; 64 FR 
63744, Nov. 22, 1999]

PART 76—MULTICHANNEL VIDEO 
AND CABLE TELEVISION SERVICE

Subpart A—General

Sec.
76.1 Purpose. 
76.3 Other pertinent rules. 
76.5 Definitions. 
76.6 General pleading requirements. 
76.7 General special relief, waiver, enforce-

ment, complaint, show cause, forfeiture, 
and declaratory ruling procedures. 

76.8 Status conference. 
76.9 Confidentiality of proprietary informa-

tion. 
76.10 Review. 
76.11 Lockbox enforcement.

Subpart B—Registration Statements

76.29 Special temporary authority.

Subpart C—Federal-State/Local Regulatory 
Relationships [Reserved]

Subpart D—Carriage of Television 
Broadcast Signals

76.51 Major television markets. 
76.53 Reference points. 
76.54 Significantly viewed signals; method 

to be followed for special showings. 
76.55 Definitions applicable to the must-

carry rules. 
76.56 Signal carriage obligations. 
76.57 Channel positioning. 
76.59 Modification of television markets. 
76.60 Compensation for carriage. 
76.61 Disputes concerning carriage. 
76.62 Manner of carriage. 
76.64 Retransmission consent. 
76.65 Good faith and exclusive retrans-

mission consent complaints. 
76.66 Satellite broadcast signal carriage. 
76.70 Exemption from input selector switch 

rules.

Subpart E—Equal Employment Opportunity 
Requirements

76.71 Scope of application. 
76.73 General EEO policy. 
76.75 EEO program requirements. 
76.77 Reporting requirements. 
76.79 Records available for public inspec-

tion.

Subpart F—Network Non-duplication Pro-
tection, Syndicated Exclusivity and 
Sports Blackout

76.92 Cable network non-duplication; extent 
of protection. 

76.93 Parties entitled to network non-dupli-
cation protection. 

76.94 Notification. 
76.95 Exceptions. 
76.101 Cable syndicated program exclu-

sivity: extent of protection. 
76.103 Parties entitled to syndicated exclu-

sivity. 
76.105 Notification. 
76.106 Exceptions. 
76.107 Exclusivity contracts. 
76.108 Indemnification contracts. 
76.109 Requirements for invocation of pro-

tection. 
76.110 Substitutions. 
76.111 Cable sports blackout. 
76.120 Network non-duplication protection, 

syndicated exclusivity and sports black-
out rules for satellite carriers: Defini-
tions. 

76.122 Satellite network non-duplication.
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