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Subpart E—Career or Career-Con-
ditional Employment by Trans-
fer

§ 315.501 Transfer.
Subject to part 335 of this chapter, an

agency may appoint by transfer to a
competitive service position, without a
break in service of a single workday, a
current career or career-conditional
employee of another agency.

[60 FR 53504, Oct. 16, 1995]

§ 315.502 Tenure on transfer.
(a) General rule. Except as provided in

paragraph (b) of this section, a career
employee who transfers remains a ca-
reer employee and a career-conditional
employee who transfers remains a ca-
reer-conditional employee.

(b) Exceptions. (1) A career-condi-
tional employee who transfers to a po-
sition required by law to be filled on a
permanent basis becomes a career em-
ployee.

(2) A career employee who transfers
from a position required by law to be
filled on a permanent basis becomes a
career-conditional employee unless he
or she has completed the service re-
quirement for career tenure.

[60 FR 53504, Oct. 16, 1995]

§ 315.503 Acquisition of competitive
status.

An employee who was serving proba-
tion when he was appointed under
§ 315.501 acquires a competitive status
automatically on completion of proba-
tion.

Subpart F—Career or Career-Con-
ditional Appointment Under
Special Authorities

§ 315.601 Appointment of former em-
ployees of the Canal Zone Merit
System or Panama Canal Employ-
ment System.

(a) Agency authority. This section
may be used by an agency to appoint
noncompetitively, for other than tem-
porary or term employment, a United
States citizen separated from a career
or career-conditional appointment
under the Canal Zone Merit System,
which was in effect before March 31,

1982, or under the Panama Canal Em-
ployment System, which became effec-
tive on March 31, 1982. (Appointments
of such persons for temporary or term
employment are to be made under ap-
plicable provisions of part 316 of this
chapter.)

(b) Service requirement. An agency
may appoint such a former employee
under this section only when, imme-
diately prior to separation from a
qualifying appointment, the employee
served continuously for at least one
year under a nontemporary appoint-
ment in the Canal Zone Merit System,
the Panama Canal Employment Sys-
tem, or a combination of the two sys-
tems.

(c) Time limits. (1) There is no time
limit on the appointment under this
section of an employee who:

(i) Is a preference eligible; or
(ii) Has completed at least 3 years of

service, which did not include any
break in service longer than 30 days,
under one or more career-conditional
or career appointments in the Canal
Zone Merit System and/or the Panama
Canal Employment System.

(2) An agency may appoint under this
section an employee who does not meet
the conditions in (c)(1) of this section
provided no more than 3 years have
elapsed since:

(i) separation from a qualifying
Canal Zone Merit System or Panama
Canal Employment System appoint-
ment; or

(ii) separation from service in Pan-
ama in a position excluded from the
Canal Zone Merit System or Panama
Canal Employment System, when such
service immediately followed service
under a qualifying appointment in one
of those systems.

(d) Tenure on appointment. On ap-
pointment under paragraph (a) of this
section: (1) A former career employee
of the Canal Zone Merit System or
Panama Canal Employment System
becomes a career employee.

(2) A former Canal Zone Merit Sys-
tem and/or Panama Canal Employment
System employee whose service from
the date of career-conditional appoint-
ment in the Canal Zone Merit System
or Panama Canal Employment System
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through the date of noncompetitive ap-
pointment under this section, inclu-
sive, does not include any break in
service of more than 30 days and totals
at least 3 years becomes a career em-
ployee.

(3) All other former Canal Zone Merit
System and Panama Canal Employ-
ment System employees become ca-
reer-conditional employees.

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person appointed under paragraph (a)
of this section automatically acquires
a competitive status:

(1) On appointment, if he or she has
satisfactorily completed a 1-year pro-
bationary period under the Canal Zone
Merit System and/or the Panama Canal
Employment System.

(2) On satisfactory completion of pro-
bation in accordance with § 315.80 (a)(3)
if he or she had not completed a 1-year
probationary period under the Canal
Zone Merit System or Panama Canal
Employment System.

[48 FR 13951, Apr. 1, 1983]

§ 315.602 Appointment based on serv-
ice in the Office of the President or
Vice-President or on the White
House Staff.

(a) Agency authority. An agency may
appoint noncompetitively a person who
has served at least 2 years in the imme-
diate Office of the President or Vice-
President or on the White House Staff,
provided that the appointment is ef-
fected without a break in service of 1
full workday.

(b) Tenure on appointment. (1) Except
as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, a person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer-conditional employee.

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer employee when he or she has com-
pleted the service requirement for ca-
reer tenure or is excepted from it by
§ 315.201(c).

(c) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person appointed under paragraph (a)
of this section acquires a competitive
status automatically on appointment.

[44 FR 54692, Sept. 21, 1979]

§ 315.603 Appointment based on
former incumbency of a position
brought into the competitive serv-
ice.

(a) Agency authority—(1) Employee in
military service. An agency may appoint
a former incumbent of a permanent ex-
cepted position who was serving under
an appointment not limited to 1 year
or less, or of a position in public or pri-
vate enterprise when the position was
brought into the competitive service
on a continuing basis and who left his
position after June 30, 1950, to perform
active military service when:

(i) The position was brought into the
competitive service before or during
his military service or during the pe-
riod in which he had restoration rights
thereto, and he left the position to
enter military service before the end of
the time limits set forth in § 315.701(c);

(ii) He has been released from mili-
tary service under honorable condi-
tions;

(iii) The agency submits a rec-
ommendation for his appointment to
OPM within 6 months after release
from military service under honorable
conditions or after hospitalization con-
tinuing after release for not more than
1 year; and

(iv) He performed 6 months of satis-
factory service immediately before the
date his position was brought into the
competitive service in a position or po-
sitions brought into the competitive
service, or in the civilian executive
branch of the Government, unless OPM
has excepted his particular type of case
from this requirement.

(2) Employee separated. An agency
may appoint a former incumbent of a
permanent excepted position under an
appointment not limited to 1 year or
less or of a position in public or private
enterprise when the position was
brought into the competitive service
on a continuing basis, and who was sep-
arated thereafter, when:

(i) He is recommended for appoint-
ment within the time limits set forth
in § 315.701(c); and

(ii) He performed 6 months of satis-
factory service immediately before the
date his position, was brought into the
competitive service, in a position or
positions brought into the competitive
service or in the civilian executive
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branch of the Government, unless OPM
has excepted his particular type of case
from this requirement.

(3) Employee recovered from compen-
sable injury. An agency may appoint a
former incumbent of a permanent ex-
cepted position who was serving under
an appointment not limited to 1 year
or less, when the position has been
brought into the competitive service
and when:

(i) The employee is entitled to res-
toration based on recovery from com-
pensable injury in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 8151 and part 353;

(ii) The employee’s position was
brought into the competitive service
either before the employee’s separation
for compensable injury or during his or
her period of statutory restoration
rights following such injury, and the
employee’s separation for compensable
injury occurred before the end of the
time limits set forth in § 315.701(c);

(iii) The agency initiates the ap-
pointment within 6 months after ces-
sation of compensation; and

(iv) The employee performed 6
months of statisfactory service imme-
diately before the date his or her posi-
tion was brought into the competitive
service in the civilian executive branch
of the Government, unless OPM has ex-
cepted his or her particular type of
case from this requirement.

(b) Review of disapproved recommenda-
tions. Agencies shall establish proce-
dures for reviewing disapprovals of rec-
ommendations for appointment under
this section when such review is re-
quested within 6 months after the date
of disapproval.

(c) Tenure on appointment. (1) Except
as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this
section, a person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer-conditional employee.

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer employee when he has completed
the service requirement for career ten-
ure or is excepted from it by § 315.201(c).

(d) Acquisition of competitive status. (1)
A person appointed under paragraph
(a)(1) of this section acquires a com-
petitive status automatically on ap-
pointment.

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a)(2) or (a)(3) of this section ac-

quires a competitive status automati-
cally on completion of probation.

[33 FR 12418, Sept. 4 1968, as amended at 43
FR 34428, Aug. 4, 1978; 54 FR 37092, Sept. 7,
1989; 66 FR 66710, Dec. 27, 2001]

§ 315.604 Employment of disabled vet-
erans who have completed a train-
ing course under Chapter 31 of title
38, United States Code.

(a) When a disabled veteran satisfac-
torily completes an approved course of
training prescribed by the Veterans
Administration under chapter 31, title
38, United States Code, any agency
may appoint the veteran noncompeti-
tively to the position of class of posi-
tions for which trained.

(b) Conversion. An agency may con-
vert to career or career-conditional
employment a person appointed under
paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) Disqualifications. Any law, Execu-
tive order, or civil service rule or regu-
lation which would disqualify an appli-
cant for appointment also disqualifies
him or her for conversion of his or her
employment to career or career-condi-
tional employment under this section.

(d) Tenure on approval of recommenda-
tion. When an agency converts the em-
ployee under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the employee becomes:

(1) A career-conditional employee,
except as provided in paragraph (d)(2)
of this section; and

(2) A career employee when he or she
has completed the service requirement
for career tenure or is excepted from it
by § 315.201(c).

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person whose employment is converted
to career or career-conditional employ-
ment under this section acquires a
competitive status automatically on
conversion.

[44 FR 54692, Sept. 21, 1979, as amended at 44
FR 55132, Sept. 25, 1979]

§ 315.605 Appointment of former AC-
TION volunteers.

(a) Agency authority. An agency in
the executive branch may appoint non-
competitively, for other than tem-
porary employment, a person whom
the Director of ACTION certifies as
having served satisfactorily as a volun-
teer or volunteer leader under the
Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2051 et seq.),
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or as a VISTA volunteer under the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2991 et seq.) or the Domestic
Volunteer Service Act of 1973 (Pub. L.
93–113), or as a full-time community
volunteer (including criminal justice
volunteer, volunteer in justice, and
VET REACH volunteer) under part C of
title I of Pub. L. 93–113. To be quali-
fying under this section VISTA and
community volunteer service must
total at least 1 year. In addition, a
community volunteer must have served
prior to October 1, 1976.

(b) Time limit. An agency in the exec-
utive branch may make an appoint-
ment under this section only within 1
year after the person completes the
qualifying service. (For Community
volunteers who have completed their
service before March 10, 1978, the 1-year
period begins on March 10, 1978.) How-
ever, an agency may extend the period
for 2 more years to a total of 3 years if
the person, after the qualifying service,
is:

(1) In the military service;
(2) Studying at a recognized institu-

tion of higher learning; or
(3) In another activity which, in the

agency’s view, warrants extension.
(c) Conditions. Any law, Executive

order, or regulation that disqualifies
an applicant for appointment also dis-
qualifies an applicant for appointment
under this section.

(d) Tenure on appointment. (1) Except
as provided in paragraph (d)(2) of this
section, a person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer-conditional employee.

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a) or this section becomes a ca-
reer employee if excepted from the
service requirement for career tenure
by § 315.201(c).

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person appointed under paragraph (a)
of this section acquires a competitive
status automatically on completion of
probation.

[39 FR 961, Jan. 4, 1974, as amended at 43 FR
20954, May 16, 1978; 43 FR 34428, Aug. 4, 1978]

§ 315.606 Noncompetitive appointment
of certain present and former For-
eign Service officers and employ-
ees.

Subject to the conditions prescribed
by OPM, an agency may appoint non-
competitively a present or former ca-
reer officer or employee of the Foreign
Service who was appointed under au-
thority of the Foreign Service Act of
1946, as amended (22 U.S.C. 801 et seq.),
or legislation that supplements or re-
places that Act, if:

(a) He qualifies under the require-
ments set forth in Executive Order
11219, and

(b) OPM has concurred in his present
or former agency’s plan, and sub-
stantive changes thereto, for non-
competitive entry of civil service em-
ployees into the Foreign Service posi-
tions of that agency.

[33 FR 12418, Sept. 4 1968, as amended at 66
FR 66710, Dec. 27, 2001]

§ 315.607 Noncompetitive appointment
of present and former Peace Corps
personnel.

(a) An agency in the executive
branch may appoint noncompetitively,
for other than temporary appointment,
an individual:

(1) Who has completed no less than 36
months of continuous service without a
break in service of 3 days or more
under section 7(a) of the Peace Corps
Act (22 U.S.C. 2506) which pertains to
the appointment of Peace Corps staff
(not volunteers);

(2) Whom the Director of the Peace
Corps certifies as having satisfactorily
served under such an appointment; and

(3) Who meets OPM qualification
standards—including any written test
requirements—for the position in ques-
tion.

(4) Who is not a Peace Corps volun-
teer as this paragraph does not apply
to Peace Corps volunteers.

(b) Time limitations. (1) An individ-
ual’s eligibility under this section ex-
tends through September 30, 1982, or
until 3 years after separation from
qualifying service with the Peace
Corps, whichever is later.
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(2) An agency may not extend this
period.

(c) Conditions. Any law, Executive
order, or regulation which disqualifies
an applicant for appointment in the
competitive service also disqualifies an
applicant for appointment under this
section.

(d) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person appointed under paragraph (a)
of this section acquires competitive
status automatically upon completion
of probation.

(e) Tenure on appointment. (1) Except
as provided in paragraph (e)(2) of this
section, a person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer-conditional employee.

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer employee if excepted from the
service requirement for career tenure
by § 315.201(c).

[45 FR 43365, June 27, 1980, as amended at 46
FR 35079, July 7, 1981; 54 FR 37092, Sept. 7,
1989]

§ 315.608 Noncompetitive appointment
of certain former overseas employ-
ees.

(a) Authority. An executive branch
agency may noncompetitively appoint,
to a competitive service position with-
in the United States (including Guam,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands),
an individual who has completed 52
weeks of creditable overseas service as
defined in paragraph (b) of this section
and is appointed within the time limits
in paragraph (d) of this section. Any
law, Executive order, or regulation
that disqualifies an applicant for ap-
pointment in the competitive service,
such as the citizenship requirement,
also disqualifies the applicant for ap-
pointment under this section. An indi-
vidual may be appointed to any occu-
pation and grade level for which quali-
fied. An agency may waive any require-
ment for a written test after deter-
mining that the duties and responsibil-
ities of the applicant’s overseas posi-
tion were similar enough to make the
written test unnecessary.

(1) Tenure. A person appointed under
this section becomes a career-condi-
tional employee unless he or she has
already satisfied the requirements for

career tenure or is exempt from the
service requirement in 5 CFR 315.201.

(2) Competitive status. A person ap-
pointed under this section acquires
competitive status automatically upon
completion of probation.

(b) Creditable overseas service. For pur-
poses of this section only, creditable
service is service in an appropriated
fund position(s) performed by a family
member under a local hire appoint-
ment(s) overseas during the time the
family member was accompanying a
sponsor officially assigned to an over-
seas area and for which the family
member received a fully successful or
better (or equivalent) performance rat-
ing. Creditable overseas service is com-
puted in accordance with the proce-
dures in the OPM Guide to Processing
Personnel Actions. Creditable service
may have been under more than one
appointment and need not be contin-
uous. Leave without pay taken during
the time an individual is in the over-
seas area is credited on the same basis
as time worked.

(c) Service waiver. Up to 26 weeks of
the 52-week service requirement is
waived when the head of an agency (or
designee) that employed the family
member overseas certifies that the
family member’s expected 52 weeks of
employment were cut short because of
a nonpersonal situation that neces-
sitated the relocation of the family
member from the overseas area. The
certification must include the number
of weeks waived. For this purpose, a
nonpersonal situation includes dis-
aster, conflict, terrorism or the threat
of terrorism, and those situations when
a family member is forced to return to
the United States because of military
deployment, drawdowns, or other man-
agement-initiated actions. A nonper-
sonal situation does not include cir-
cumstances that specifically relate to
a particular individual, for example, ill
health or personal interest in relo-
cating.

(d) Time limit on eligibility. An indi-
vidual is eligible for appointment(s)
under this authority for a period of 3
years following the date of returning
from overseas to the United States to
resume residence or until March 31,
1998, whichever date is later. An agency
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may extend an individual’s appoint-
ment eligibility beyond 3 years for pe-
riods equivalent to—

(1) The time the individual was ac-
companying a sponsor on official as-
signment to an area of the United
States with no significant opportuni-
ties for Federal employment; or

(2) The time an individual was inca-
pacitated for employment.

(e) Definitions. In this section terms
have the following meaning:

(1) Family member. An unmarried
child under age 23 or a spouse. An indi-
vidual must have been a family mem-
ber at the time he or she met the over-
seas service requirement and other
conditions but does not need to be a
family member at the time of non-
competitive appointment in the United
States.

(2) Sponsor. A Federal civilian em-
ployee, a Federal nonappropriated fund
employee, or a member of a uniformed
service who is officially assigned to an
overseas area.

(i) Officially assigned. Under active or-
ders issued by the United States Gov-
ernment.

(ii) Federal civilian employee. An em-
ployee of the executive, judicial, or leg-
islative branch of the United States
Government who serves in an appro-
priated fund position.

(iii) Nonappropriated fund employee.
An employee paid from non-
appropriated funds of the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service, Navy Ship’s
Stores Ashore, Navy Exchanges, Ma-
rine Corps Exchanges, Coast Guard Ex-
changes, or other instrumentalities of
the United States.

(iv) Member of a uniformed service.
Personnel of the U.S. Armed Forces
(including the Coast Guard), the com-
missioned corps of the Public Health
Service, and the commissioned corps of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

(3) Accompanying. The family member
resided in the overseas area while the
sponsor was officially assigned to an
overseas post of duty. The family mem-
ber need not have physically resided
with the sponsor at all times or have
traveled with the sponsor to or from
the overseas area.

(4) Local hire appointment. An ap-
pointment that is not actually or po-

tentially permanent and that is made
from among individuals residing in the
overseas area. In this section only, a
local hire appointment includes non-
permanent employment under:

(i) Overseas limited appointment
under 5 CFR 301.203(b) or (c);

(ii) Expected appointment under
Schedule A 213.3106(b)(1), 213.3106(b)(6),
or 213.3106(d)(1)) when the duration of
the appointment is tied to the spon-
sor’s rotation date or when the ap-
pointment is made on a not-to-exceed
(NTE) basis;

(iii) An ‘‘American family member’’
or ‘‘part-time intermittent temporary
(PIT)’’ appointment in U.S. diplomatic
establishments;

(iv) 50 U.S.C. 403j; Public Law 86–36
(50 U.S.C. 402, note); the Berlin Tariff
Agreement; or as a local national em-
ployee paid from appropriated funds; or

(v) Any other nonpermanent appoint-
ment in the competitive or excepted
service approved by OPM.

(5) Overseas. A location outside the 50
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico,
and the Virgin Islands.

[61 FR 9322, Mar. 8, 1996]

§ 315.609 Appointment based on serv-
ice in United States positions of the
Panama Canal Commission.

(a) Agency authority. An agency may
appoint noncompetitively, for other
than temporary or term employment, a
United States citizen who has served
under nontemporary appointment in a
continuing career position of the Pan-
ama Canal Commission located in the
United States.

(b) Service requirement. An agency
may appoint such an individual under
this section only when, immediately
prior to separation from a qualifying
appointment with the Panama Canal
Commission in the United States, the
individual served continuously for at
least 1 year under such qualifying ap-
pointment or under a combination of
such appointment and nontemporary
appointment in the Canal Zone Merit
System or the Panama Canal Employ-
ment System.

(c) Time limits. (1) There is no time
limit on the appointment under this
section of an employee who:

(i) Is a preference eligible; or
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(ii) Has completed at least 3 years of
service, which did not include any
break in service longer than 30 days,
under one or more nontemporary ap-
pointments in Panama Canal Commis-
sion positions located in the United
States or in positions under the Canal
Zone Merit System and/or the Panama
Canal Employment System.

(2) An agency may appoint under this
section an employee who does not meet
the conditions in (c)(1) of this section
only if no more than 3 years have
elapsed since the individual’s separa-
tion from a qualifying appointment.

(d) Tenure on appointment. (1) On ap-
pointment under paragraph (a) of this
section, an individual whose qualifying
service does not include any break in
service of more than 30 days and totals
at least 3 years becomes a career em-
ployee.

(2) All other individuals appointed
under this section become career-con-
ditional employees.

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A
person appointed under paragraph (a)
of this section automatically acquires
a competitive status:

(1) On appointment, if he or she has
satisfactorily completed a 1-year trial
period, which did not include more
than 22 workdays in nonpay status,
during qualifying employment with the
Panama Canal Commission.

(2) On satisfactory completion of pro-
bation in accordance with § 315.801(a)(3)
if he or she had not completed such a 1-
year trial period.

[48 FR 29667, June 28, 1983]

§ 315.610 Noncompetitive appointment
of certain National Guard techni-
cians.

(a) An agency may appoint non-
competitively a National Guard techni-
cian who—

(1) Was involuntarily separated
(other than by removal for cause on
charges of misconduct or delinquency);

(2) Has served at least 3 years as a
technician;

(3) Meets the qualifications require-
ments of the job: and

(4) Is appointed within 1 year after
separating from service as a Guard
Technician.

(b) The noncompetitive appointing
authority also applies to National

Guard technicians separated before Oc-
tober 29, 1986, provided they are ap-
pointed within a year of the date of
separation.

[52 FR 5431, Feb. 23, 1987]

§ 315.611 Appointment of certain vet-
erans who have competed under
agency merit promotion announce-
ments.

(a) Agency authority. An agency may
appoint a preference eligible or a vet-
eran who has substantially completed
at least 3 years of continuous active
military service provided

(1) The veteran was selected from
among the best qualified following
competition under a merit promotion
announcement open to candidates out-
side the agency’s workforce; and

(2) The veteran’s most recent separa-
tion from the military was under hon-
orable conditions.

(b) Definitions. ‘‘Agency’’ in this con-
text means an executive agency as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 105. The agency deter-
mines in individual cases whether a
candidate was released ‘‘shortly be-
fore’’ completing the required 3 years
and should therefore be eligible for ap-
pointment.

65 FR 14432, Mara. 17, 2000

Subpart G—Conversion to Career
or Career-Conditional Em-
ployment From Other Types of
Employment

§ 315.701 Incumbents of positions
brought into the competitive serv-
ice.

(a) Employee coverage. This section
applies to an employee retained under
§§ 316.701 and 316.702 of this chapter
who:

(1) Was serving in a permanent ex-
cepted position under an appointment
not limited to 1 year or less, or in a
public or private enterprise in a posi-
tion which the agency determines to be
a continuing one, at the time his posi-
tion was brought into the competitive
service; and

(2) Performed 6 months of satisfac-
tory service immediately before the
date his position was brought into the
competitive service, in a position or
positions brought into the competitive
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