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salary rate under 5 U.S.C. 5305 or simi-
lar provision of law (other than section
403 of FEPCA), the payment of the rate
resulting from the comparison required
by paragraph (a) of this section shall be
deemed to have reduced the special pay
adjustment for law enforcement offi-
cers payable under section 404 of
FEPCA, as authorized by section 404(a)
of FEPCA.

[57 FR 2432, Jan. 22, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 33499, June 18, 1993; 58 FR 69173, Dec. 30,
1993; 61 FR 3540, Feb. 1, 1996; 64 FR 36771, July
8, 1999; 64 FR 69173, Dec. 10, 1999]

§ 531.305 Reports.
The Office of Personnel Management

may require agencies to report perti-
nent information concerning the ad-
ministration of payments under this
subpart.

§ 531.306 Effect of special pay adjust-
ments for law enforcement officers
on retention payments under FBI
demonstration project.

As required by section 406 of the Fed-
eral Employees Pay Comparability Act
of 1990 (Pub. L. 101–509), a retention
payment payable to an employee of the
New York Field Division of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation under section
601(a)(2) of Public Law 100–453, as
amended, shall be reduced by the
amount of any special any adjustment
for law enforcement officers payable to
that employee under this subpart. For
the purpose of applying this section,
the amount of the special pay adjust-
ment for law enforcement officers shall
be determined by subtracting the em-
ployee’s scheduled annual rate of pay
from his or her special law enforce-
ment adjusted rate of pay.

[61 FR 3540, Feb. 1, 1996]

§ 531.307 Continuation of a special law
enforcement adjusted rate of pay.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(c) and (d) of this section, the dollar
amount of a special law enforcement
adjusted rate of pay that was cal-
culated under regulations which in-
cluded nationwide or worldwide special
salary rates established under 5 U.S.C.
5305 in the definition of ‘‘scheduled an-
nual rate of pay’’ shall not be reduced.

(b) At the time of an adjustment in
pay under 5 U.S.C. 5303, a special law

enforcement adjusted rate of pay con-
tinued under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall be increased by the lesser
of—

(1) The dollar amount of the adjust-
ment (including a zero adjustment)
made under 5 U.S.C. 5303 in the General
Schedule rate of basic pay for the em-
ployee’s grade and step (or relative po-
sition in the rate range); or

(2) The dollar amount of the adjust-
ment (including a zero adjustment) in
the special salary rate applicable to
the employee as a result of the annual
review of special rates required by 5
CFR 530.304.

(c) When an employee who is receiv-
ing a special law enforcement adjusted
rate of pay continued under paragraph
(a) of this section moves to a position
in another special pay adjustment area
to which a lesser special pay adjust-
ment factor is applicable under
§ 531.302(a), the continued rate shall be
reduced. The reduced continued rate
shall be derived by—

(1) Determining the special law en-
forcement adjusted rate of pay to
which the employee would have been
entitled immediately before the em-
ployee’s continued rate was first estab-
lished if the special pay adjustment
factor for the new area had been appli-
cable; and

(2) Adjusting that rate as required
under paragraph (b) of this section dur-
ing the intervening period.

(d) A special law enforcement ad-
justed rate of pay that is continued
under this section terminates on the
date any of the conditions specified in
§ 531.304(f) is satisfied or on the date an
employee is reduced in grade or is no
longer in a position covered by a na-
tionwide or worldwide special rate au-
thorization (or, in the event of the con-
version of a nationwide or worldwide
special rate authorization to a local
special rate authorization, a position
covered by the new local special rate
authorization).

[58 FR 69173, Dec. 30, 1993]

Subpart D—Within-Grade
Increases

SOURCE: 46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, unless oth-
erwise noted.
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§ 531.401 Principal authorities.
The following are the principal au-

thorities for the regulations in this
subpart:

(a) Section 2301(b)(3) of title 5, United
States Code, provides in part that ‘‘ap-
propriate incentives and recognition
should be provided for excellence in
performance.’’

(b) Section 5301(a)(2) of title 5, United
States Code, provides that ‘‘pay dis-
tinctions be maintained in keeping
with work and performance distinc-
tions.’’

(c) Section 5338 of title 5, United
States Code, provides that ‘‘The Office
of Personnel Management may pre-
scribe regulations necessary for the ad-
ministration’’ of General Schedule pay
rates, including within-grade increases.

(d) Section 4 of the Performance
Management and Recognition System
Termination Act of 1993 (Pub. L. 103–89)
provides that ‘‘the Office of Personnel
Management shall prescribe regula-
tions necessary for the administration
of this section.’’

[51 FR 8419, Mar. 11, 1986, as amended at 59
FR 40793, Aug. 10, 1994; 60 FR 33098, June 27,
1995]

§ 531.402 Employee coverage.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(b) of this section, this subpart applies
to employees who occupy permanent
positions classified and paid under the
General Schedule and who are paid less
than the maximum rate of their
grades.

(b) This subpart does not apply to:
(1) Members of the Senior Executive

Service established under subchapter II
of chapter 31 of title 5, United States
Code;

(2) Individuals appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate; and

(3) Employees of the government of
the District of Columbia.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 50 FR
35499, Aug. 30, 1985; 58 FR 65536, Dec. 15, 1993;
60 FR 43947, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.403 Definitions.
In this subpart:
Acceptable level of competence means

performance by an employee that war-
rants advancement of the employee’s

rate of basic pay to the next higher
step of the grade or the next higher
rate within the grade (as defined in
this section) of his or her position, sub-
ject to the requirements of § 531.404 of
this subpart, as determined by the head
of the agency.

Agency means an agency defined in
section 5102 of title 5, United States
Code.

Calendar week means a period of any
seven consecutive calendar days.

Critical element has the meaning given
that term in § 430.203 of this chapter.

Employee means an employee of an
agency.

Equivalent increase means an increase
or increases in an employee’s rate of
basic pay equal to or greater than the
difference between the employee’s rate
of basic pay and the rate of pay for the
next higher step of that grade or the
next higher rate within the grade (as
defined in this section).

Next higher rate within the grade for a
GM employee (as defined in § 531.202)
means the rate of basic pay which ex-
ceeds an employee’s existing rate of
basic pay by one-ninth of the difference
between the minimum and maximum
rates of pay for the applicable General
Schedule grade or special salary rate
schedule established under section 5305
of title 5, United States Code, not to
exceed the maximum rate for the
grade.

Permanent position means a position
filled by an employee whose appoint-
ment is not designated as temporary
by law and does not have a definite
time limitation of one year or less.
‘‘Permanent position’’ includes a posi-
tion to which an employee is promoted
on a temporary or term basis for at
least one year.

Rate of basic pay means the rate of
pay fixed by law or administrative ac-
tion for the position held by an em-
ployee before any deductions and ex-
clusive of additional pay of any kind.

Scheduled tour of duty means any
work schedule established for an em-
ployee in accordance with the regular
procedures for the establishment of
workweeks in § 610.111 of this chapter.
For a full-time employee this includes
the basic 40-hour workweek. For a
part-time employee this is any regu-
larly scheduled work of less than 40-
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hours during the administrative work-
week.

Waiting period means the minimum
time requirement of creditable service
to become eligible for consideration for
a within-grade increase.

Within-grade increase is synonymous
with the term ‘‘step increase’’ used in
section 5335 of title 5, United States
Code, and means—

(1) A periodic increase in an employ-
ee’s rate of basic pay from one step of
the grade of his or her position to the
next higher step of that grade in ac-
cordance with section 5335 of title 5,
United States Code, and this subpart;
or

(2) For a GM employee (as defined in
§ 531.202), a periodic increase in an em-
ployee’s rate of basic pay from his or
her current rate to the next higher rate
within the grade (as defined in this sec-
tion) in accordance with section 4 of
Pub. L. 103–89.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 46 FR
41019, Aug. 14, 1981; 48 FR 49486, Oct. 25, 1983;
51 FR 8420, Mar. 11, 1986; 58 FR 65536, Dec. 15,
1993; 59 FR 40793, Aug. 10, 1994; 60 FR 33098,
June 27, 1995; 60 FR 43947, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.404 Earning within-grade in-
crease.

An employee paid at less than the
maximum rate of the grade of his or
her position shall earn advancement in
pay to the next higher step of the grade
or the next higher rate within the
grade (as defined in § 531.403) upon
meeting the following three require-
ments established by law:

(a) The employee’s performance must
be at an acceptable level of com-
petence, as defined in this subpart. To
be determined at an acceptable level of
competence, the employee’s most re-
cent rating of record (as defined in
§ 430.203 of this chapter) shall be at
least Level 3 (‘‘Fully Successful’’ or
equivalent).

(1) When a within-grade increase de-
cision is not consistent with the em-
ployee’s most recent rating of record a
more current rating of record must be
prepared.

(2) The rating of record used as the
basis for an acceptable level of com-
petence determination for a within-
grade increase must have been assigned

no earlier than the most recently com-
pleted appraisal period.

(b) The employee must have com-
pleted the required waiting period for
advancement to the next higher step of
the grade of his or her position.

(c) The employee must not have re-
ceived an equivalent increase during
the waiting period.

[51 FR 8420, Mar. 11, 1986, as amended at 58
FR 65536, Dec. 15, 1993; 60 FR 43948, Aug. 23,
1995]

§ 531.405 Waiting periods for within-
grade increase.

(a) Length of waiting period. (1) For an
employee with a scheduled tour of
duty, the waiting periods for advance-
ment to the next higher step in all
General Schedule grades (or the next
higher rate within the grade, as defined
in § 531.403) are:

(i) Rate of basic pay less than the
rate of basic pay at step 4–52 calendar
weeks of creditable service;

(ii) Rate of basic pay equal to or
greater than the rate of basic pay at
step 4 and less than the rate of basic
pay at step 7–104 calendar weeks of
creditable service; and

(iii) Rate of basic pay equal to or
greater than the rate of basic pay at
step 7–156 calendar weeks of creditable
service.

(2) For an employee without a sched-
uled tour of duty, the waiting periods
for advancement to the next higher
step of all General Schedule grades (or
the next higher rate within the grade,
as defined in § 531.403) are:

(i) Rate of basic pay less than the
rate of basic pay at step 4–260 days of
creditable service in a pay status over
a period of not less than 52 calendar
weeks;

(ii) Rate of basic pay equal to or
greater than the rate of basic pay at
step 4 and less than the rate of basic
pay at step 7–520 days of creditable
service in a pay status over a period of
not less than 104 calendar weeks; and

(iii) Rate of basic pay equal to or
greater than the rate of basic pay at
step 7–780 days of creditable service in
a pay status over a period of not less
than 156 calendar weeks.

(b) Commencement of a waiting period.
A waiting period begins;

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 00:38 Jan 17, 2002 Jkt 197007 PO 00000 Frm 00358 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197007T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 197007T



359

Office of Personnel Management § 531.406

(1) On the first appointment as an
employee of the Federal Government,
regardless of tenure;

(2) On receiving an equivalent in-
crease; or

(3) After a period of nonpay status or
a break in service (alone or in com-
bination) in excess of 52 calendar
weeks, unless the nonpay status or
break in service is creditable service
under § 531.406 of this subpart.

(c) A waiting period is not inter-
rupted by non-workdays intervening
between an employee’s last scheduled
workday in one position and his or her
first scheduled workday in a new posi-
tion.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 58 FR
65536, Dec. 15, 1993; 59 FR 40794, Aug. 10, 1994]

§ 531.406 Creditable service.
(a) General. Civilian employment in

any branch of the Federal Government
(executive, legislative, or judicial) or
with a Government corporation as de-
fined in section 103 of title 5, United
States Code, is creditable service in the
computation of a waiting period. Serv-
ice credit is given during this employ-
ment for periods of annual, sick, and
other leave with pay; advanced annual
and sick leave; service under a tem-
porary or term appointment; and serv-
ice under an interim appointment
made under § 772.102 of this chapter. De-
pending on the specific provision of law
or regulation, service may be cred-
itable for the completion of one wait-
ing period or for the completion of suc-
cessive waiting periods. Paragraph (b)
of this section identifies service which
is creditable in the computation of a
single waiting period. Paragraph (c)
identifies service which is creditable in
the computation of successive waiting
periods.

(b) Service creditable for one within-
grade increase. (1) Military service as
defined in section 8331(13) of title 5,
United States Code, is creditable serv-
ice in the computation of a waiting pe-
riod when an employee is reemployed
with the Federal Government not later
than 52 calendar weeks after separation
from such service or hospitalization
continuing thereafter for a period of
not more than one year.

(2) Time in a nonpay status (based
upon the tour of duty from which the

time was charged) is creditable service
in the computation of a waiting period
for an employee with a scheduled tour
of duty when it does not exceed an ag-
gregate of:

(i) Two workweeks in the waiting pe-
riod for an employee whose rate of
basic pay is less than the rate of basic
pay for step 4 of the applicable grade;

(ii) Four workweeks in the waiting
period for an employee whose rate of
basic pay is equal to or greater than
the rate of basic pay for step 4 of the
applicable grade and less than the rate
of basic pay for step 7 of the applicable
grade; and

(iii) Six workweeks in the waiting pe-
riod for an employee whose rate of
basic pay is equal to or greater than
the rate of basic pay for step 7 of the
applicable grade.
Except as provided in paragraph (c) of
this section, time in a nonpay status in
excess of the allowable amount shall
extend a waiting period by the excess
amount.

(3) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, time in a nonpay
status (based upon the tour of duty
from which the time was charged) that
is in excess of the allowable amount
shall extend a waiting period by the ex-
cess amount.

(4) Service by an employee of a non-
appropriated fund instrumentality of
the Department of Defense or the Coast
Guard, as defined in 5 U.S.C. 2105(c),
who moves, within the civil service em-
ployment system of the Department of
Defense or the Coast Guard, respec-
tively, and without a break in service
of more than 3 days, to a position clas-
sified and paid under the General
Schedule, is creditable service in the
computation of a waiting period.

(c) Service creditable for succesive with-
in-grade increases. (1) A leave of absence
from a position in which an employee
is covered by this subpart, whether the
employee is on leave without pay or is
considered to be on furlough, is cred-
itable service in the computation of
waiting periods for successive within-
grade increases when:

(i) The employee is absent for the
purpose of engaging in military service
as defined in section 8331(13) of title 5,
United States Code, and returns to a
pay status through the exercise of a
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restoration right provided by law, Ex-
ecutive order, or regulation;

(ii) The employee is receiving injury
compensation under subchapter I of
chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code;

(iii) The employee is performing serv-
ice that is creditable under section
8332(b) (5) or (7) of title 5, United States
Code;

(iv) The employee is temporarily em-
ployed by another agency in a position
covered by this subpart; or

(v) The employee is assigned to a
State or local government or institu-
tion of higher education under sections
3371–3376 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) The period from the date of an
employee’s separation from Federal
service with a restoration or reemploy-
ment right granted by law, Executive
order, or regulation to the date of res-
toration or reemployment with the
Federal Government through the exer-
cise of that right is creditable service
in the computation of waiting periods
for successive within-grade increases.

(3) The period during which a sepa-
rated employee is in receipt of injury
compensation under subchapter I of
chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code, as a result of an injury incurred
by the employee in the performance of
duty is creditable service in the com-
putation of waiting periods for succes-
sive within-grade increases when the
employee is reemployed with the Fed-
eral Government.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 46 FR
41019, Aug. 14, 1981; 46 FR 43371, Aug. 28, 1981;
46 FR 45747, Sept. 15, 1981; 57 FR 3712, Jan. 31,
1992; 57 FR 12404, Apr. 10, 1992; 59 FR 40794,
Aug. 10, 1994; 59 FR 66332, Dec. 28, 1994]

§ 531.407 Equivalent increase deter-
minations.

(a) Multiple increases. When an em-
ployee receives more than one increase
in his or her rate of basic pay during a
waiting period, no one of which is an
equivalent increase, the first and sub-
sequent increases during the waiting
period shall be added together until
they amount to an equivalent increase,
at which time the employee shall be
deemed to have received an equivalent
increase.

(b) Position change. When an em-
ployee changes positions without re-

ceiving an equivalent increase, or when
an individual not covered by this sub-
part moves to a position in which he or
she is covered by this subpart without
receiving an equivalent increase, he or
she shall be deemed to have received
his or her last equivalent increase—

(1) At the time of the last equivalent
increase in the prior position; or

(2) At the time he or she was deemed
to have received an equivalent increase
in the prior position under paragraph
(a) of this section, if that is later.

(c) Increases in pay not considered
equivalent increases. An increase in an
employee’s rate of basic pay shall not
be considered an equivalent increase
when it results from the following:

(1) A statutory pay adjustment, in-
cluding a general pay increase made
under section 5403 of title 5, United
States Code, but not including a merit
increase made under section 5404 of
that title;

(2) The periodic adjustment of a wage
schedule or the application of a new
pay or evaluation plan under the Fed-
eral Wage System;

(3) The establishment of higher min-
imum rates under section 5305 of title
5, United States Code, or an increase in
such rates;

(4) A quality step increase under sec-
tion 5336 of title 5, United States Code,
and subpart E of this part;

(5) A temporary or term promotion
when returned to the permanent grade
and step;

(6) An increase resulting from place-
ment of an employee in a supervisory
or managerial position who does not
satisfactorily complete a probationary
period established under section
3321(a)(2) of title 5, United States Code,
and is returned to a position at the
same grade and step held by the em-
ployee before such placement; and

(7) An interim within-grade increase
terminated under § 531.414(c) of this
part.

(d) Merit increases. For the purpose of
applying section 5335 of title 5, United
States Code, and this subpart, all or
any portion of a merit increase, or a
zero merit increase, authorized under
former section 5404 of title 5, United
States Code (which was repealed as of
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November 1, 1993, by Public Law 103–
89), is an equivalent increase.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 50 FR
35499, Aug. 30, 1985; 56 FR 20333, May 3, 1991;
57 FR 3712, Jan. 31, 1992; 64 FR 69173, Dec. 10,
1999]

§ 531.408 [Reserved]

§ 531.409 Acceptable level of com-
petence determinations.

(a) Responsibility. The head of the
agency or other agency official to
whom such authority is delegated shall
determine which employees are per-
forming at an acceptable level of com-
petence.

(b) Basis for determination. When ap-
plicable, an acceptable level of com-
petence determination shall be based
on a current rating of record made
under part 430, subpart B, of this chap-
ter. For those agencies not covered by
chapter 43 of title 5, United States
Code, and for employees in positions
excluded from 5 U.S.C. 4301, an accept-
able level of competence determination
shall be based on performance ap-
praisal requirements established by the
agency. If an employee has been re-
duced in grade because of unacceptable
performance and has served in one po-
sition at the lower grade for at least
the minimum period established by the
agency, a rating of record at the lower
grade shall be used as the basis for an
acceptable level of competence deter-
mination.

(c) Delay in determination. (1) An ac-
ceptable level of competence deter-
mination shall be delayed when, and
only when, either of the following ap-
plies:

(i) An employee has not had the min-
imum period of time established at
§ 430.207(a) of this chapter to dem-
onstrate acceptable performance be-
cause he or she has not been informed
of the specific requirements for per-
formance at an acceptable level of
competence in his or her current posi-
tion, and the employee has not been
given a performance rating in any posi-
tion within the minimum period of
time (as established at § 430.207(a) of
this chapter) before the end of the
waiting period; or

(ii) An employee is reduced in grade
because of unacceptable performance

to a position in which he or she is eligi-
ble for a within-grade increase or will
become eligible within the minimum
period as established at § 430.207(a) of
this chapter.

(2) When an acceptable level of com-
petence determination has been de-
layed under this subpart:

(i) The employee shall be informed
that his or her determination is post-
poned and the appraisal period ex-
tended and shall be told of the specific
requirements for performance at an ac-
ceptable level of competence.

(ii) An acceptable level of com-
petence determination shall then be
made based on the employee’s rating of
record completed at the end of the ex-
tended appraisal period.

(iii) If, following the delay, the em-
ployee’s performance is determined to
be at an acceptable level of com-
petence, the within-grade increase will
be granted retroactively to the begin-
ning of the pay period following com-
pletion of the applicable waiting pe-
riod.

(d) Waiver of requirement for deter-
mination. (1) An acceptable level of
competence determination shall be
waived and a within-grade increase
granted when an employee has not
served in any position for the min-
imum period under an applicable agen-
cy performance appraisal program dur-
ing the final 52 calendar weeks of the
waiting period for one or more of the
following reasons:

(i) Because of absences that are cred-
itable service in the computation of a
waiting period or periods under § 531.406
of this subpart;

(ii) Because of paid leave;
(iii) Because the employee received

service credit under the back pay pro-
visions of subpart H of part 550 of this
chapter;

(iv) Because of details to another
agency or employer for which no rating
has been prepared;

(v) Because the employee has had in-
sufficient time to demonstrate an ac-
ceptable level of competence due to au-
thorized activities of official interest
to the agency not subject to appraisal
under part 430 of this chapter (includ-
ing, but not limited to, labor-manage-
ment partnership activities under sec-
tion 2 of Executive Order 12871 and
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serving as a representative of a labor
organization under chapter 71 of title 5,
United States Code); or

(vi) Because of long-term training.
(2) When an acceptable level of com-

petence determination has been waived
and a within-grade increase granted
under paragraph (d)(1) of this section,
there shall be a presumption that the
employee would have performed at an
acceptable level of competence had the
employee performed the duties of his
or her position of record for the min-
imum period under the applicable
agency performance appraisal program.

(e) Notice of determination. (1) A level
of competence determination shall be
communicated to an employee in writ-
ing as soon as possible after completion
of the waiting period or other period
upon which it was based.

(2) When the head of an agency or his
or her designee determines that an em-
ployee’s performance is not at an ac-
ceptable level of competence, the nega-
tive determination shall be commu-
nicated to the employee in writing and
shall:

(i) Set forth the reasons for any nega-
tive determination and the respects in
which the employee must improve his
or her performance in order to be
granted a within-grade increase under
§ 531.411 of this subpart.

(ii) Inform the employee of his or her
right to request that the appropriately
designated agency official reconsider
the determination.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 51 FR
8420, Mar. 11, 1986; 60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995;
62 FR 62503, Nov. 24, 1997]

§ 531.410 Reconsideration of a nega-
tive determination.

(a) When an agency head, or his or
her designee, issues a negative deter-
mination the following procedures are
established in accordance with section
5335(c) of title 5, United States Code for
reconsideration of the negative deter-
mination:

(1) An employee or an employee’s
personal representative may request
reconsideration of a negative deter-
mination by filing, not more than 15
days after receiving notice of deter-
mination, a written response to the
negative determination setting forth

the reasons the agency shall reconsider
the determination;

(2) When an employee files a request
for reconsideration, the agency shall
establish an employee reconsideration
file which shall contain all pertinent
documents relating to the negative de-
termination and the request for recon-
sideration, including copies of the fol-
lowing:

(i) The written negative determina-
tion and the basis therefore;

(ii) The employee’s written request
for reconsideration;

(iii) The report of investigation when
an investigation is made;

(iv) The written summary or tran-
script of any personal presentation
made; and

(v) The agency’s decision on the re-
quest for reconsideration.

The file shall not contain any docu-
ment that has not been made available
to the employee or his or her personal
representative with an opportunity to
submit a written exception to any sum-
mary of the employee’s personal pres-
entation;

(3) An employee in a duty status
shall be granted a reasonable amount
of official time to review the material
relied upon to support the negative de-
termination and to prepare a response
to the determination; and

(4) The agency shall provide the em-
ployee with a prompt written final de-
cision.

(b) The time limit to request a recon-
sideration may be extended when the
employee shows he or she was not noti-
fied of the time limit and was not oth-
erwise aware of it, or that the em-
ployee was prevented by circumstances
beyond his or her control from request-
ing reconsideration within the time
limit.

(c) An agency may disallow as an em-
ployee’s personal representative an in-
dividual whose activities as a rep-
resentative would cause a conflict of
interest of position, an employee whose
release from his or her official duties
and responsibilities would give rise to
unreasonable costs to the Government,
or an employee whose priority work as-
signment precludes his or her release
from official duties and responsibil-
ities. Section 7114 of title 5, United
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States Code, and the terms of any ap-
plicable collective bargaining agree-
ment govern representation for em-
ployees in an exclusive bargaining
unit.

(d) When a negative determination is
sustained after reconsideration, an em-
ployee shall be informed in writing of
the reasons for the decision and of his
or her right to appeal the decision to
the Merit Systems Protection Board.
However, for an employee covered by a
collective bargaining agreement a re-
consideration decision that sustains a
negative determination is only review-
able in accordance with the terms of
the agreement.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 50 FR
45389, Oct. 31, 1985]

§ 531.411 Continuing evaluation after
withholding a within-grade in-
crease.

When a within-grade increase has
been withheld, an agency may, at any
time thereafter, prepare a new rating
of record for the employee and grant
the within-grade increase when it de-
termines that he or she has dem-
onstrated sustained performance at an
acceptable level of competence. How-
ever, the agency shall determine
whether the employee’s performance is
at an acceptable level of competence
after no more than 52 calendar weeks
following the original eligibility date
for the within-grade increase and, for
as long as the within-grade increase
continues to be denied, determinations
will be made after no longer than each
52 calendar weeks.

[51 FR 8421, Mar. 11, 1986]

§ 531.412 Effective date of a within-
grade increase.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, a within-grade in-
crease shall be effective on the first
day of the first pay period following
completion of the required waiting pe-
riod and in compliance with the condi-
tions of eligibility. Interim within-
grade increases shall become effective
as provided in § 541.414(b).

(b) When an acceptable level of com-
petence is achieved at some time after
a negative determination, the effective
date is the first day of the first pay pe-

riod after the acceptable determination
has been made.

[46 FR 2319, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 46 FR
41020, Aug. 14, 1981; 59 FR 24029, May 10, 1994]

§ 531.413 Reports and evaluation of
within-grade increase authority.

(a) Reports. The Office of Personnel
Management may require agencies to
maintain records and report on the use
of the authority to grant or withhold
within-grade increases.

(b) Evaluation. The Office of Per-
sonnel Management may evaluate an
agency’s use of the authority to grant
or withhold within-grade increases. An
agency shall take any corrective action
required by the Office.

§ 531.414 Interim within-grade in-
crease.

(a) An interim within-grade increase
shall be granted to an employee who
has:

(1) Appealed a negative within-grade
increase determination to the Merit
Systems Protection Board under 5
U.S.C 5335(c); and

(2) Been granted a favorable within-
grade increase determination under the
interim relief provisions of 5 U.S.C.
7701(b)(2).

(b) An interim within-grade increase
granted under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall become effective on the date
of the appellate decision ordering in-
terim relief under 5 U.S.C. 7701(b)(2)(A).

(c) If the final decision of the Merit
Systems Protection Board upholds the
negative within-grade increase deter-
mination, an interim within-grade in-
crease granted under this section shall
be terminated on the date of the
Board’s final decision.

(d) If the final decision of the Merit
Systems Protection Board overturns
the negative within-grade increase de-
termination, an interim within-grade
increase granted under this section
shall be made permanent and shall be
granted retroactively to the first day
of the first pay period beginning on or
after completion of the applicable
waiting period.

(e) An employee may not appeal the
termination of an interim within-grade
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increase under paragraph (c) of this
section.

[57 FR 3712, Jan. 31, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 24030, May 10, 1994; 59 FR 65703, Dec. 21,
1994]

Subpart E—Quality Step Increases

SOURCE: 33 FR 12448, Sept. 4, 1968, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 531.501 Applicability.

This subpart contains regulations of
the Office of Personnel Management to
carry out section 5336 of title 5, United
States Code, which authorizes the head
of an agency, or another official to
whom such authority is delegated, to
grant quality step increases.

[60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.502 Definitions.

Agency means an agency defined in
section 5102 of title 5, United States
Code.

Employee means an employee of an
agency.

Quality step increase is synonymous
with the term ‘‘step increase’’ used in
section 5336 of title 5, United States
Code, and means an increase in an em-
ployee’s rate of basic pay from one step
or rate of the grade of his or her posi-
tion to the next higher step of that
grade or next higher rate within the
grade (as defined in § 531.403) in accord-
ance with section 5336 of title 5, United
States Code, section 4 of the Perform-
ance Management and Recognition
System Termination Act of 1993 (Pub.
L. 103–89), and this subpart.

[46 FR 2322, Jan. 9, 1981, as amended at 46 FR
41020, Aug. 14, 1981; 58 FR 65537, Dec. 15, 1993;
59 FR 40794, Aug. 10, 1994]

§ 531.503 Purpose of quality step in-
creases.

The purpose of quality step increases
is to provide appropriate incentives
and recognition for excellence in per-
formance by granting faster than nor-
mal step increases.

[60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.504 Level of performance re-
quired for quality step increase.

A quality step increase shall not be
required but may be granted only to—

(a) An employee who receives a rat-
ing of record at Level 5 (‘‘Outstanding’’
or equivalent), as defined in part 430,
subpart B, of this chapter; or

(b) An employee who, when covered
by a performance appraisal program
that does not use a Level 5 summary—

(1) Receives a rating of record at the
highest summary level used by the pro-
gram; and

(2) Demonstrates sustained perform-
ance of high quality significantly
above that expected at the ‘‘Fully Suc-
cessful’’ level in the type of position
concerned, as determined under per-
formance-related criteria established
by the agency.

[60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.505 Restrictions on granting
quality step increases.

As provided by 5 U.S.C. 5336, a qual-
ity step increase may not be granted to
an employee who has received a quality
step increase within the preceding 52
consecutive calendar weeks.

[51 FR 8421, Mar. 11, 1986]

§ 531.506 Effective date of a quality
step increase.

The quality step increase should be
made effective as soon as practicable
after it is approved.

[60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.507 Agency responsibilities.
(a) Agencies shall maintain and sub-

mit to OPM such records as OPM may
require.

(b) Agencies shall report quality step
increases to the Central Personnel
Data File in compliance with instruc-
tions in the OPM Operating Manual,
FEDERAL WORKFORCE REPORTING
SYSTEMS, for sale by the U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Superintendent
of Documents.

[60 FR 43948, Aug. 23, 1995]

§ 531.508 Evaluation of quality step in-
crease authority.

The Office of Personnel Management
may evaluate an agency’s use of the
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