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time specified, the Secretary may se-
lect an eligible person to fill such posi-
tion without regard to nomination.

§998.22 Qualify by acceptance.

Each person selected by the Sec-
retary as a member or as an alternate
member shall, prior to serving, qualify
by filing with the Secretary a written
acceptance as soon as practicable after
being notified of such selection.

§998.23 Alternate members.

An alternate for a member shall act
in the place and stead of such member:

(a) During his absence, or

(b) In the event of his removal, res-
ignation, disqualification, or death,
until a successor for such member’s un-
expired term has been selected and has
qualified.

§998.24 Vacancies.

Any vacancy occasioned by the re-
moval, resignation, disqualification, or
death of any member or alternate, or
any need to select a successor through
failure of any person selected as a
member or alternate member to qual-
ify, and which is not recognized by the
committee certifying to the Secretary
a new nominee within 40 calendar days,
may be filled pursuant to §998.21.

§998.25 Compensation and expenses.

The members of the committee, and
the alternate members when acting as
members, shall serve without com-
pensation but shall be allowed their
necessary expenses, actual or per diem
as approved by the committee.

§998.26 Procedure.

All decisions of the committee
reached at an assembled meeting shall
be by majority vote of the members
present except that a change of a qual-
ity regulation shall require approval of
75 percent of the members. Meetings,
or portions of meetings, concerned
with marketing policy or quality regu-
lation shall be open to all members of
the peanut industry. All votes in an as-
sembled meeting shall be cast in per-
son and a quorum must be present for
a valid decision. A quorum shall con-
sist of not less than 50 percent of the
producer members and 50 percent of the

§998.28

handler members. The committee may
vote by mail or telegram upon due no-
tice to all members, but any propo-
sition so voted upon first shall be ex-
plained accurately, fully, and identi-
cally by mail or telegram, to all such
members. When any proposition is sub-
mitted to be voted on by such method,
one dissenting vote shall prevent its
adoption. Failure of any member, or al-
ternate acting for a member, to vote
within a prescribed time shall be held
to be a dissenting vote.

§998.27 Powers.

The committee shall have the fol-
lowing powers:

(a) To administer the agreement in
accordance with its terms and provi-
sions;

(b) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary, complaints of viola-
tions of this agreement; and

(c) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this agreement.

§998.28 Duties.

The committee shall have the fol-
lowing duties:

(a) To act as intermediary between
the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler;

(b) To keep minutes, books, and
other records which shall clearly re-
flect all of its acts and transactions
and these shall be subject to examina-
tion by the Secretary at any time;

(c) To investigate and assemble data
on the production, handling, and mar-
keting of peanuts;

(d) To submit to the Secretary such
available information with respect to
peanuts as he may request and such
other information as the committee
may deem desirable and pertinent;

(e) To select from among its mem-
bers a chairman and other officers and
to adopt such by-laws for the conduct
of its business as it may deem advis-
able;

(f) To appoint or employ such persons
as it may deem necessary and to deter-
mine the salaries and define the duties
of each such person;

(g) To cause the books of the com-
mittee to be audited by a certified pub-
lic accountant at least once each crop
year and at such other times as the
committee may deem necessary or as
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