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2 In general, well fitted collars made of
leather or plastic will be acceptable under
this provision. The use of certain types of
chains presently used by some dealers may
also be deemed acceptable. APHIS will deter-
mine the acceptability of a material pro-
posed for usage as collars from the stand-
point of humane considerations on an indi-
vidual basis in consultation with the dealer
or exhibitor involved. The use of materials
such as wire, elastic, or sharp metal that
might cause discomfort or injury to the dogs
or cats is not acceptable. 3 See footnote 2 in § 2.50(a)(1).

veterinarian; and Provided, further,
That a mechanism of direct and fre-
quent communication is required so
that timely and accurate information
on problems of animal health, behav-
ior, and well-being is conveyed to the
attending veterinarian;

(4) Adequate guidance to personnel
involved in the care and use of animals
regarding handling, immobilization,
anesthesia, analgesia, tranquilization,
and euthanasia; and

(5) Adequate pre-procedural and post-
procedural care in accordance with es-
tablished veterinary medical and nurs-
ing procedures.

Subpart E—Identification of
Animals

§ 2.50 Time and method of identifica-
tion.

(a) A class ‘‘A’’ dealer (breeder) shall
identify all live dogs and cats on the
premises as follows:

(1) All live dogs and cats held on the
premises, purchased, or otherwise ac-
quired, sold or otherwise disposed of, or
removed from the premises for delivery
to a research facility or exhibitor or to
another dealer, or for sale, through an
auction sale or to any person for use as
a pet, shall be identified by an official
tag of the type described in § 2.51 af-
fixed to the animal’s neck by means of
a collar made of material generally
considered acceptable to pet owners as
a means of identifying their pet dogs or
cats 2, or shall be identified by a dis-
tinctive and legible tattoo marking ac-
ceptable to and approved by the Ad-
ministrator.

(2) Live puppies or kittens, less than
16 weeks of age, shall be identified by:

(i) An official tag as described in
§ 2.51;

(ii) A distinctive and legible tattoo
marking approved by the Adminis-
trator; or

(iii) A plastic-type collar acceptable
to the Administrator which has legibly
placed thereon the information re-
quired for an official tag pursuant to
§ 2.51.

(b) A class ‘‘B’’ dealer shall identify
all live dogs and cats under his or her
control or on his or her premises as fol-
lows:

(1) When live dogs or cats are held,
purchased, or otherwise acquired, they
shall be immediately identified:

(i) By affixing to the animal’s neck
an official tag as set forth in § 2.51 by
means of a collar made of material
generally acceptable to pet owners as a
means of identifying their pet dogs or
cats 3; or

(ii) By a distinctive and legible tat-
too marking approved by the Adminis-
trator.

(2) If any live dog or cat is already
identified by an official tag or tattoo
which has been applied by another
dealer or exhibitor, the dealer or ex-
hibitor who purchases or otherwise ac-
quires the animal may continue identi-
fying the dog or cat by the previous
identification number, or may replace
the previous tag with his own official
tag or approved tattoo. In either case,
the class B dealer or class C exhibitor
shall correctly list all old and new offi-
cial tag numbers or tattoos in his or
her records of purchase which shall be
maintained in accordance with §§ 2.75
and 2.77. Any new official tag or tattoo
number shall be used on all records of
any subsequent sales by the dealer or
exhibitor, of any dog or cat.

(3) Live puppies or kittens less than
16 weeks of age, shall be identified by:

(i) An official tag as described in
§ 2.51;

(ii) A distinctive and legible tattoo
marking approved by the Adminis-
trator; or

(iii) A plastic-type collar acceptable
to the Administrator which has legibly
placed thereon the information re-
quired for an official tag pursuant to
§ 2.51.

(4) When any dealer has made a rea-
sonable effort to affix an official tag to
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a cat, as set forth in paragraphs (a) and
(b) of this section, and has been unable
to do so, or when the cat exhibits seri-
ous distress from the attachment of a
collar and tag, the dealer shall attach
the collar and tag to the door of the
primary enclosure containing the cat
and take measures adequate to main-
tain the identity of the cat in relation
to the tag. Each primary enclosure
shall contain no more than one weaned
cat without an affixed collar and offi-
cial tag, unless the cats are identified
by a distinctive and legible tattoo or
plastic-type collar approved by the Ad-
ministrator.

(c) A class ‘‘C’’ exhibitor shall iden-
tify all live dogs and cats under his or
her control or on his or her premises,
whether held, purchased, or otherwise
acquired:

(1) As set forth in paragraph (b)(1) or
(b)(3) of this section, or

(2) By identifying each dog or cat
with:

(i) An official USDA sequentially
numbered tag that is kept on the door
of the animal’s cage or run;

(ii) A record book containing each
animal’s tag number, a written descrip-
tion of each animal, the data required
by § 2.75(a), and a clear photograph of
each animal; and

(iii) A duplicate tag that accom-
panies each dog or cat whenever it
leaves the compound or premises.

(d) Unweaned puppies or kittens need
not be individually identified as re-
quired by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section while they are maintained as a
litter with their dam in the same pri-
mary enclosure, provided the dam has
been individually identified.

(e)(1) All animals, except dogs and
cats, delivered for transportation,
transported, purchased, sold, or other-
wise acquired or disposed of by any
dealer or exhibitor shall be identified
by the dealer or exhibitor at the time
of delivery for transportation, pur-
chase, sale, acquisition or disposal, as
provided for in this paragraph and in
records maintained as required in
§§ 2.75 and 2.77.

(2) When one or more animals, other
than dogs or cats, are confined in a pri-
mary enclosure, the animal(s) shall be
identified by:

(i) A label attached to the primary
enclosure which shall bear a descrip-
tion of the animals in the primary en-
closure, including:

(A) The number of animals;
(B) The species of the animals;
(C) Any distinctive physical features

of the animals; and
(D) Any identifying marks, tattoos,

or tags attached to the animals;
(ii) Marking the primary enclosure

with a painted or stenciled number
which shall be recorded in the records
of the dealer or exhibitor together
with:

(A) A description of the animal(s);
(B) The species of the animal(s); and
(C) Any distinctive physical features

of the animal(s); or
(iii) A tag or tattoo applied to each

animal in the primary enclosure by the
dealer or exhibitor which individually
identifies each animal by description
or number.

(3) When any animal, other than a
dog or cat, is not confined in a primary
enclosure, it shall be identified on a
record, as required by § 2.75, which shall
accompany the animal at the time it is
delivered for transportation, trans-
ported, purchased, or sold, and shall be
kept and maintained by the dealer or
exhibitor as part of his or her records.

§ 2.51 Form of official tag.
(a) The official tag shall be made of a

durable alloy such as brass, bronze, or
steel, or of a durable plastic. Alu-
minum of a sufficient thickness to as-
sure the tag is durable and legible may
also be used. The tag shall be one of
the following shapes:

(1) Circular in shape and not less
than 11⁄4 inches in diameter, or

(2) Oblong and flat in shape, not less
than 2 inches by 3⁄4 inch and riveted to
an acceptable collar.

(b) Each tag shall have the following
information embossed or stamped on so
that it is easily readable:

(1) The letters ‘‘USDA’’;
(2) Numbers identifying the State

and dealer, exhibitor, or research facil-
ity (e.g., 39–AB); and

(3) Numbers identifying the animal
(e.g., 82488).

(c) Official tags shall be serially
numbered. No individual dealer or ex-
hibitor shall use any identification tag
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4 A list of the commercial manufacturers
who produce these tags and are known to the
Department may be obtained from the AC
Regional Director. Any manufacturer who
desires to be included in the list should no-
tify the Administrator.

number more than once within a 5-year
period.

§ 2.52 How to obtain tags.
Dealers or exhibitors may obtain, at

their own expense, official tags from
commercial tag manufacturers.4 At the
time the dealer or exhibitor is issued a
license or is registered, the Depart-
ment will assign identification letters
and numbers and inform them of the
identification letters and numbers to
be used on the official tags.

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 63
FR 62927, Nov. 10, 1998]

§ 2.53 Use of tags.
Official tags obtained by a dealer, ex-

hibitor, or research facility, shall be
applied to dogs or cats in the manner
set forth in § 2.50 and in as close to con-
secutive numerical order as possible.
No tag number shall be used to identify
more than one animal. No number
shall be repeated within a 5-year pe-
riod.

§ 2.54 Lost tags.
Each dealer or exhibitor shall be held

accountable for all official tags ac-
quired. In the event an official tag is
lost from a dog or cat while in the pos-
session of a dealer or exhibitor, the
dealer or exhibitor shall make a dili-
gent effort to locate and reapply the
tag to the proper animal. If the lost tag
is not located, the dealer or exhibitor
shall affix another official tag to the
animal in the manner prescribed in
§ 2.50, and record the tag number on the
official records.

§ 2.55 Removal and disposal of tags.
(a) Where a dog or cat to which is af-

fixed or which is identified by an offi-
cial tag is euthanized, or dies from
other causes, the dealer or exhibitor
shall remove and retain the tag for the
required period, as set forth in para-
graph (b) of this section.

(b) All official tags removed and re-
tained by a dealer or exhibitor shall be

held until called for by an APHIS offi-
cial or for a period of 1 year.

(c) When official tags are removed
from animals for disposal, the tags
must be disposed of so as to preclude
their reuse for animal identification.
No animal identification number shall
be used within any 5-year period fol-
lowing its previous use.

Subpart F—Stolen Animals
§ 2.60 Prohibition on the purchase,

sale, use, or transportation of stolen
animals.

No person shall buy, sell, exhibit, use
for research, transport, or offer for
transportation, any stolen animal.

Subpart G—Records
§ 2.75 Records: Dealers and exhibitors.

(a)(1) Each dealer, other than opera-
tors of auction sales and brokers to
whom animals are consigned, and each
exhibitor shall make, keep, and main-
tain records or forms which fully and
correctly disclose the following infor-
mation concerning each dog or cat pur-
chased or otherwise acquired, owned,
held, or otherwise in his or her posses-
sion or under his or her control, or
which is transported, euthanized, sold,
or otherwise disposed of by that dealer
or exhibitor. The records shall include
any offspring born of any animal while
in his or her possession or under his or
her control.

(i) The name and address of the per-
son from whom a dog or cat was pur-
chased or otherwise acquired whether
or not the person is required to be li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(ii) The USDA license or registration
number of the person if he or she is li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(iii) The vehicle license number and
state, and the driver’s license number
and state of the person, if he or she is
not licensed or registered under the
Act;

(iv) The name and address of the per-
son to whom a dog or cat was sold or
given and that person’s license or reg-
istration number if he or she is li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(v) The date a dog or cat was ac-
quired or disposed of, including by eu-
thanasia;
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