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(d) Each cowling and engine compart-
ment covering must be at least fire re-
sistant. 

(e) Each part of the cowling or engine 
compartment covering subject to high 
temperatures due to its nearness to ex-
haust system parts or exhaust gas im-
pingement must be fireproof. 

(f) A means of retaining each open-
able or readily removable panel, cowl-
ing, or engine or rotor drive system 
covering must be provided to preclude 
hazardous damage to rotors or critical 
control components in the event of 
structural or mechanical failure of the 
normal retention means, unless such 
failure is extremely improbable. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–23, 53 FR 34214, Sept. 2, 
1988]

§ 27.1194 Other surfaces. 

All surfaces aft of, and near, power-
plant compartments, other than tail 
surfaces not subject to heat, flames, or 
sparks emanating from a powerplant 
compartment, must be at least fire re-
sistant. 

[Amdt. 27–2, 33 FR 964, Jan. 26, 1968]

§ 27.1195 Fire detector systems. 

Each turbine engine powered rotor-
craft must have approved quick-acting 
fire detectors in numbers and locations 
insuring prompt detection of fire in the 
engine compartment which cannot be 
readily observed in flight by the pilot 
in the cockpit. 

[Amdt. 27–5, 36 FR 5493, Mar. 24, 1971]

Subpart F—Equipment

GENERAL

§ 27.1301 Function and installation. 

Each item of installed equipment 
must— 

(a) Be of a kind and design appro-
priate to its intended function; 

(b) Be labeled as to its identification, 
function, or operating limitations, or 
any applicable combination of these 
factors; 

(c) Be installed according to limita-
tions specified for that equipment; and 

(d) Function properly when installed.

§ 27.1303 Flight and navigation instru-
ments. 

The following are the required flight 
and navigation instruments: 

(a) An airspeed indicator. 
(b) An altimeter. 
(c) A magnetic direction indicator.

§ 27.1305 Powerplant instruments. 
The following are the required power-

plant instruments: 
(a) A carburetor air temperature in-

dicator, for each engine having a pre-
heater that can provide a heat rise in 
excess of 60 °F. 

(b) A cylinder head temperature indi-
cator, for each— 

(1) Air cooled engine; 
(2) Rotorcraft with cooling shutters; 

and 
(3) Rotorcraft for which compliance 

with § 27.1043 is shown in any condition 
other than the most critical flight con-
dition with respect to cooling. 

(c) A fuel pressure indicator, for each 
pump-fed engine. 

(d) A fuel quantity indicator, for each 
fuel tank. 

(e) A manifold pressure indicator, for 
each altitude engine. 

(f) An oil temperature warning device 
to indicate when the temperature ex-
ceeds a safe value in each main rotor 
drive gearbox (including any gearboxes 
essential to rotor phasing) having an 
oil system independent of the engine 
oil system. 

(g) An oil pressure warning device to 
indicate when the pressure falls below 
a safe value in each pressure-lubricated 
main rotor drive gearbox (including 
any gearboxes essential to rotor phas-
ing) having an oil system independent 
of the engine oil system. 

(h) An oil pressure indicator for each 
engine. 

(i) An oil quantity indicator for each 
oil tank. 

(j) An oil temperature indicator for 
each engine. 

(k) At least one tachometer to indi-
cate the r.p.m. of each engine and, as 
applicable— 

(1) The r.p.m. of the single main 
rotor; 

(2) The common r.p.m. of any main 
rotors whose speeds cannot vary appre-
ciably with respect to each other; or 
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(3) The r.p.m. of each main rotor 
whose speed can vary appreciably with 
respect to that of another main rotor. 

(l) A low fuel warning device for each 
fuel tank which feeds an engine. This 
device must— 

(1) Provide a warning to the 
flightcrew when approximately 10 min-
utes of usable fuel remains in the tank; 
and 

(2) Be independent of the normal fuel 
quantity indicating system. 

(m) Means to indicate to the 
flightcrew the failure of any fuel pump 
installed to show compliance with 
§ 27.955. 

(n) A gas temperature indicator for 
each turbine engine. 

(o) Means to enable the pilot to de-
termine the torque of each turboshaft 
engine, if a torque limitation is estab-
lished for that engine under § 27.1521(e). 

(p) For each turbine engine, an indi-
cator to indicate the functioning of the 
powerplant ice protection system. 

(q) An indicator for the fuel filter re-
quired by § 27.997 to indicate the occur-
rence of contamination of the filter at 
the degree established by the applicant 
in compliance with § 27.955. 

(r) For each turbine engine, a warn-
ing means for the oil strainer or filter 
required by § 27.1019, if it has no bypass, 
to warn the pilot of the occurrence of 
contamination of the strainer or filter 
before it reaches the capacity estab-
lished in accordance with § 27.1019(a)(2). 

(s) An indicator to indicate the func-
tioning of any selectable or control-
lable heater used to prevent ice clog-
ging of fuel system components. 

(t) For rotorcraft for which a 30-sec-
ond/2-minute OEI power rating is re-
quested, a means must be provided to 
alert the pilot when the engine is at 
the 30-second and the 2-minute OEI 
power levels, when the event begins, 
and when the time interval expires. 

(u) For each turbine engine utilizing 
30-second/2-minute OEI power, a device 
or system must be provided for use by 
ground personnel which— 

(1) Automatically records each usage 
and duration of power at the 30-second 
and 2-minute OEI levels; 

(2) Permits retrieval of the recorded 
data; 

(3) Can be reset only by ground main-
tenance personnel; and 

(4) Has a means to verify proper oper-
ation of the system or device. 

(v) Warning or caution devices to sig-
nal to the flight crew when ferromag-
netic particles are detected by the chip 
detector required by § 27.1337(e). 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–9, 39 FR 35462, Oct. 1, 
1974; Amdt. 27–23, 53 FR 34214, Sept. 2, 1988; 
Amdt. 27–29, 59 FR 47767, Sept. 16, 1994; Amdt. 
27–37, 64 FR 45095, Aug. 18, 1999; 64 FR 47563, 
Aug. 31, 1999]

§ 27.1307 Miscellaneous equipment. 

The following is the required mis-
cellaneous equipment: 

(a) An approved seat for each occu-
pant. 

(b) An approved safety belt for each 
occupant. 

(c) A master switch arrangement. 
(d) An adequate source of electrical 

energy, where electrical energy is nec-
essary for operation of the rotorcraft. 

(e) Electrical protective devices.

§ 27.1309 Equipment, systems, and in-
stallations. 

(a) The equipment, systems, and in-
stallations whose functioning is re-
quired by this subchapter must be de-
signed and installed to ensure that 
they perform their intended functions 
under any foreseeable operating condi-
tion. 

(b) The equipment, systems, and in-
stallations of a multiengine rotorcraft 
must be designed to prevent hazards to 
the rotorcraft in the event of a prob-
able malfunction or failure. 

(c) The equipment, systems, and in-
stallations of single-engine rotorcraft 
must be designed to minimize hazards 
to the rotorcraft in the event of a prob-
able malfunction or failure. 

(d) In showing compliance with para-
graph (a), (b), or (c) of this section, the 
effects of lightning strikes on the 
rotorcraft must be considered in ac-
cordance with § 27.610. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–21, 49 FR 44435, Nov. 6, 
1984]
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INSTRUMENTS: INSTALLATION

§ 27.1321 Arrangement and visibility. 
(a) Each flight, navigation, and pow-

erplant instrument for use by any pilot 
must be easily visible to him. 

(b) For each multiengine rotorcraft, 
identical powerplant instruments must 
be located so as to prevent confusion as 
to which engine each instrument re-
lates. 

(c) Instrument panel vibration may 
not damage, or impair the readability 
or accuracy of, any instrument. 

(d) If a visual indicator is provided to 
indicate malfunction of an instrument, 
it must be effective under all probable 
cockpit lighting conditions. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964; 29 
FR 17885, Dec. 17, 1964, as amended by Amdt. 
27–13, 42 FR 36971, July 18, 1977]

§ 27.1322 Warning, caution, and advi-
sory lights. 

If warning, caution or advisory lights 
are installed in the cockpit, they must, 
unless otherwise approved by the Ad-
ministrator, be— 

(a) Red, for warning lights (lights in-
dicating a hazard which may require 
immediate corrective action): 

(b) Amber, for caution lights (lights 
indicating the possible need for future 
corrective action); 

(c) Green, for safe operation lights; 
and 

(d) Any other color, including white, 
for lights not described in paragraphs 
(a) through (c) of this section, provided 
the color differs sufficiently from the 
colors prescribed in paragraphs (a) 
through (c) of this section to avoid pos-
sible confusion. 

[Amdt. 27–11, 41 FR 55470, Dec. 20, 1976]

§ 27.1323 Airspeed indicating system. 
(a) Each airspeed indicating instru-

ment must be calibrated to indicate 
true airspeed (at sea level with a stand-
ard atmosphere) with a minimum prac-
ticable instrument calibration error 
when the corresponding pitot and stat-
ic pressures are applied. 

(b) The airspeed indicating system 
must be calibrated in flight at forward 
speeds of 20 knots and over. 

(c) At each forward speed above 80 
percent of the climbout speed, the air-
speed indicator must indicate true air-
speed, at sea level with a standard at-
mosphere, to within an allowable in-
stallation error of not more than the 
greater of— 

(1) ±3 percent of the calibrated air-
speed; or 

(2) Five knots. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 
1977]

§ 27.1325 Static pressure systems. 

(a) Each instrument with static air 
case connections must be vented so 
that the influence of rotorcraft speed, 
the opening and closing of windows, 
airflow variation, and moisture or 
other foreign matter does not seriously 
affect its accuracy. 

(b) Each static pressure port must be 
designed and located in such manner 
that the correlation between air pres-
sure in the static pressure system and 
true ambient atmospheric static pres-
sure is not altered when the rotorcraft 
encounters icing conditions. An anti-
icing means or an alternate source of 
static pressure may be used in showing 
compliance with this requirement. If 
the reading of the altimeter, when on 
the alternate static pressure system, 
differs from the reading of the altim-
eter when on the primary static system 
by more than 50 feet, a correction card 
must be provided for the alternate 
static system. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, if the static pressure 
system incorporates both a primary 
and an alternate static pressure source, 
the means for selecting one or the 
other source must be designed so 
that— 

(1) When either source is selected, the 
other is blocked off; and 

(2) Both sources cannot be blocked 
off simultaneously. 
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(d) For unpressurized rotorcraft, 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section does not 
apply if it can be demonstrated that 
the static pressure system calibration, 
when either static pressure source is 
selected is not changed by the other 
static pressure source being open or 
blocked. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 
1977]

§ 27.1327 Magnetic direction indicator. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section— 
(1) Each magnetic direction indicator 

must be installed so that its accuracy 
is not excessively affected by the 
rotorcraft’s vibration or magnetic 
fields; and 

(2) The compensated installation may 
not have a deviation, in level flight, 
greater than 10 degrees on any heading. 

(b) A magnetic nonstabilized direc-
tion indicator may deviate more than 
10 degrees due to the operation of elec-
trically powered systems such as elec-
trically heated windshields if either a 
magnetic stabilized direction indi-
cator, which does not have a deviation 
in level flight greater than 10 degrees 
on any heading, or a gyroscopic direc-
tion indicator, is installed. Deviations 
of a magnetic nonstabilized direction 
indicator of more than 10 degrees must 
be placarded in accordance with 
§ 27.1547(e). 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 1977]

§ 27.1329 Automatic pilot system. 
(a) Each automatic pilot system 

must be designed so that the automatic 
pilot can— 

(1) Be sufficiently overpowered by 
one pilot to allow control of the rotor-
craft; and 

(2) Be readily and positively dis-
engaged by each pilot to prevent it 

from interfering with control of the 
rotorcraft. 

(b) Unless there is automatic syn-
chronization, each system must have a 
means to readily indicate to the pilot 
the alignment of the actuating device 
in relation to the control system it op-
erates. 

(c) Each manually operated control 
for the system’s operation must be 
readily accessible to the pilots. 

(d) The system must be designed and 
adjusted so that, within the range of 
adjustment available to the pilot, it 
cannot produce hazardous loads on the 
rotorcraft or create hazardous devi-
ations in the flight path under any 
flight condition appropriate to its use, 
either during normal operation or in 
the event of a malfunction, assuming 
that corrective action begins within a 
reasonable period of time. 

(e) If the automatic pilot integrates 
signals from auxiliary controls or fur-
nishes signals for operation of other 
equipment, there must be positive 
interlocks and sequencing of engage-
ment to prevent improper operation. 

(f) If the automatic pilot system can 
be coupled to airborne navigation 
equipment, means must be provided to 
indicate to the pilots the current mode 
of operation. Selector switch position 
is not acceptable as a means of indica-
tion. 

[Amdt. 27–21, 49 FR 44435, Nov. 6, 1984, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–35, 63 FR 43285, Aug. 12, 
1998]

§ 27.1335 Flight director systems. 
If a flight director system is in-

stalled, means must be provided to in-
dicate to the flight crew its current 
mode of operation. Selector switch po-
sition is not acceptable as a means of 
indication. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 1977]

§ 27.1337 Powerplant instruments. 
(a) Instruments and instrument lines. 
(1) Each powerplant instrument line 

must meet the requirements of §§ 27.- 
961 and 27.993. 
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(2) Each line carrying flammable 
fluids under pressure must— 

(i) Have restricting orifices or other 
safety devices at the source of pressure 
to prevent the escape of excessive fluid 
if the line fails; and 

(ii) Be installed and located so that 
the escape of fluids would not create a 
hazard. 

(3) Each powerplant instrument that 
utilizes flammable fluids must be in-
stalled and located so that the escape 
of fluid would not create a hazard. 

(b) Fuel quantity indicator. Each fuel 
quantity indicator must be installed to 
clearly indicate to the flight crew the 
quantity of fuel in each tank in flight. 
In addition— 

(1) Each fuel quantity indicator must 
be calibrated to read ‘‘zero’’ during 
level flight when the quantity of fuel 
remaining in the tank is equal to the 
unusable fuel supply determined under 
§ 27.959; 

(2) When two or more tanks are close-
ly interconnected by a gravity feed sys-
tem and vented, and when it is impos-
sible to feed from each tank sepa-
rately, at least one fuel quantity indi-
cator must be installed; and 

(3) Each exposed sight gauge used as 
a fuel quantity indicator must be pro-
tected against damage. 

(c) Fuel flowmeter system. If a fuel 
flowmeter system is installed, each 
metering component must have a 
means for bypassing the fuel supply if 
malfunction of that component se-
verely restricts fuel flow. 

(d) Oil quantity indicator. There must 
be means to indicate the quantity of 
oil in each tank— 

(1) On the ground (including during 
the filling of each tank); and 

(2) In flight, if there is an oil transfer 
system or reserve oil supply system. 

(e) Rotor drive system transmissions 
and gearboxes utilizing ferromagnetic 
materials must be equipped with chip 
detectors designed to indicate the pres-
ence of ferromagnetic particles result-
ing from damage or excessive wear. 
Chip detectors must— 

(1) Be designed to provide a signal to 
the device required by § 27.1305(v) and 
be provided with a means to allow 
crewmembers to check, in flight, the 
function of each detector electrical cir-
cuit and signal. 

(2) [Reserved] 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, and 603, 72 Stat. 752, 775, 49 
U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, and 1423; sec. 6(c) 49 
U.S.C. 1655(c)) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–12, 42 FR 15046, Mar. 17, 
1977; Amdt. 27–23, 53 FR 34214, Sept. 2, 1988; 
Amdt. 27–37, 64 FR 45095, Aug. 18, 1999]

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT

§ 27.1351 General. 
(a) Electrical system capacity. Elec-

trical equipment must be adequate for 
its intended use. In addition— 

(1) Electric power sources, their 
transmission cables, and their associ-
ated control and protective devices 
must be able to furnish the required 
power at the proper voltage to each 
load circuit essential for safe oper-
ation; and 

(2) Compliance with paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section must be shown by an 
electrical load analysis, or by elec-
trical measurements that take into ac-
count the electrical loads applied to 
the electrical system, in probable com-
binations and for probable durations. 

(b) Function. For each electrical sys-
tem, the following apply: 

(1) Each system, when installed, 
must be— 

(i) Free from hazards in itself, in its 
method of operation, and in its effects 
on other parts of the rotorcraft; and 

(ii) Protected from fuel, oil, water, 
other detrimental substances, and me-
chanical damage. 

(2) Electric power sources must func-
tion properly when connected in com-
bination or independently. 

(3) No failure or malfunction of any 
source may impair the ability of any 
remaining source to supply load cir-
cuits essential for safe operation. 

(4) Each electric power source control 
must allow the independent operation 
of each source. 

(c) Generating system. There must be 
at least one generator if the system 
supplies power to load circuits essen-
tial for safe operation. In addition— 

(1) Each generator must be able to 
deliver its continuous rated power; 

(2) Generator voltage control equip-
ment must be able to dependably regu-
late each generator output within 
rated limits; 
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(3) Each generator must have a re-
verse current cutout designed to dis-
connect the generator from the battery 
and from the other generators when 
enough reverse current exists to dam-
age that generator; and 

(4) Each generator must have an 
overvoltage control designed and in-
stalled to prevent damage to the elec-
trical system, or to equipment supplied 
by the electrical system, that could re-
sult if that generator were to develop 
an overvoltage condition. 

(d) Instruments. There must be means 
to indicate to appropriate crew-
members the electric power system 
quantities essential for safe operation 
of the system. In addition— 

(1) For direct current systems, an 
ammeter that can be switched into 
each generator feeder may be used; and 

(2) If there is only one generator, the 
ammeter may be in the battery feeder. 

(e) External power. If provisions are 
made for connecting external power to 
the rotorcraft, and that external power 
can be electrically connected to equip-
ment other than that used for engine 
starting, means must be provided to 
ensure that no external power supply 
having a reverse polarity, or a reverse 
phase sequence, can supply power to 
the rotorcraft’s electrical system. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c)))

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–11, 41 FR 55470, Dec. 20, 
1976; Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 1977]

§ 27.1353 Storage battery design and 
installation. 

(a) Each storage battery must be de-
signed and installed as prescribed in 
this section. 

(b) Safe cell temperatures and pres-
sures must be maintained during any 
probable charging and discharging con-
dition. No uncontrolled increase in cell 
temperature may result when the bat-
tery is recharged (after previous com-
plete discharge)— 

(1) At maximum regulated voltage or 
power; 

(2) During a flight of maximum dura-
tion; and 

(3) Under the most adverse cooling 
condition likely to occur in service. 

(c) Compliance with paragraph (b) of 
this section must be shown by test un-
less experience with similar batteries 
and installations has shown that main-
taining safe cell temperatures and 
pressures presents no problem. 

(d) No explosive or toxic gases emit-
ted by any battery in normal oper-
ation, or as the result of any probable 
malfunction in the charging system or 
battery installation, may accumulate 
in hazardous quantities within the 
rotorcraft. 

(e) No corrosive fluids or gases that 
may escape from the battery may dam-
age surrounding structures or adjacent 
essential equipment. 

(f) Each nickel cadmium battery in-
stallation capable of being used to 
start an engine or auxiliary power unit 
must have provisions to prevent any 
hazardous effect on structure or essen-
tial systems that may be caused by the 
maximum amount of heat the battery 
can generate during a short circuit of 
the battery or of its individual cells. 

(g) Nickel cadmium battery installa-
tions capable of being used to start an 
engine or auxiliary power unit must 
have— 

(1) A system to control the charging 
rate of the battery automatically so as 
to prevent battery overheating; 

(2) A battery temperature sensing 
and over-temperature warning system 
with a means for disconnecting the 
battery from its charging source in the 
event of an over-temperature condi-
tion; or 

(3) A battery failure sensing and 
warning system with a means for dis-
connecting the battery from its charg-
ing source in the event of battery fail-
ure. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 
1977; Amdt. 27–14, 43 FR 2325, Jan. 16, 1978]

§ 27.1357 Circuit protective devices. 
(a) Protective devices, such as fuses 

or circuit breakers, must be installed 
in each electrical circuit other than— 
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(1) The main circuits of starter mo-
tors; and 

(2) Circuits in which no hazard is pre-
sented by their omission. 

(b) A protective device for a circuit 
essential to flight safety may not be 
used to protect any other circuit. 

(c) Each resettable circuit protective 
device (‘‘trip free’’ device in which the 
tripping mechanism cannot be over-
ridden by the operating control) must 
be designed so that— 

(1) A manual operation is required to 
restore service after trippling; and 

(2) If an overload or circuit fault ex-
ists, the device will open the circuit re-
gardless of the position of the oper-
ating control. 

(d) If the ability to reset a circuit 
breaker or replace a fuse is essential to 
safety in flight, that circuit breaker or 
fuse must be located and identified so 
that it can be readily reset or replaced 
in flight. 

(e) If fuses are used, there must be 
one spare of each rating, or 50 percent 
spare fuses of each rating, whichever is 
greater. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964; 29 
FR 17885, Dec. 17, 1964, as amended by Amdt. 
27–13, 42 FR 36972, July 18, 1977]

§ 27.1361 Master switch. 

(a) There must be a master switch ar-
rangement to allow ready disconnec-
tion of each electric power source from 
the main bus. The point of disconnec-
tion must be adjacent to the sources 
controlled by the switch. 

(b) Load circuits may be connected so 
that they remain energized after the 
switch is opened, if they are protected 
by circuit protective devices, rated at 
five amperes or less, adjacent to the 
electric power source. 

(c) The master switch or its controls 
must be installed so that the switch is 
easily discernible and accessible to a 
crewmember in flight.

§ 27.1365 Electric cables. 

(a) Each electric connecting cable 
must be of adequate capacity. 

(b) Each cable that would overheat in 
the event of circuit overload or fault 
must be at least flame resistant and 
may not emit dangerous quantities of 
toxic fumes. 

(c) Insulation on electrical wire and 
cable installed in the rotorcraft must 
be self-extinguishing when tested in ac-
cordance with Appendix F, Part I(a)(3), 
of part 25 of this chapter. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–35, 63 FR 43285, Aug. 12, 
1998]

§ 27.1367 Switches. 
Each switch must be— 
(a) Able to carry its rated current; 
(b) Accessible to the crew; and 
(c) Labeled as to operation and the 

circuit controlled.

LIGHTS

§ 27.1381 Instrument lights. 
The instrument lights must— 
(a) Make each instrument, switch, 

and other devices for which they are 
provided easily readable; and 

(b) Be installed so that— 
(1) Their direct rays are shielded 

from the pilot’s eyes; and 
(2) No objectionable reflections are 

visible to the pilot.

§ 27.1383 Landing lights. 
(a) Each required landing or hovering 

light must be approved. 
(b) Each landing light must be in-

stalled so that— 
(1) No objectionable glare is visible 

to the pilot; 
(2) The pilot is not adversely affected 

by halation; and 
(3) It provides enough light for night 

operation, including hovering and land-
ing. 

(c) At least one separate switch must 
be provided, as applicable— 

(1) For each separately installed 
landing light; and 

(2) For each group of landing lights 
installed at a common location.

§ 27.1385 Position light system installa-
tion. 

(a) General. Each part of each posi-
tion light system must meet the appli-
cable requirements of this section, and 
each system as a whole must meet the 
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requirements of §§ 27.1387 through 
27.1397. 

(b) Forward position lights. Forward 
position lights must consist of a red 
and a green light spaced laterally as 
far apart as practicable and installed 
forward on the rotorcraft so that, with 
the rotorcraft in the normal flying po-
sition, the red light is on the left side 
and the green light is on the right side. 
Each light must be approved. 

(c) Rear position light. The rear posi-
tion light must be a white light mount-
ed as far aft as practicable, and must 
be approved. 

(d) Circuit. The two forward position 
lights and the rear position light must 
make a single circuit. 

(e) Light covers and color filters. Each 
light cover or color filter must be at 
least flame resistant and may not 
change color or shape or lose any ap-
preciable light transmission during 
normal use.

§ 27.1387 Position light system dihe-
dral angles. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(e) of this section, each forward and 
rear position light must, as installed, 
show unbroken light within the dihe-
dral angles described in this section. 

(b) Dihedral angle L (left) is formed 
by two intersecting vertical planes, the 
first parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
the rotorcraft, and the other at 110 de-
grees to the left of the first, as viewed 
when looking forward along the longi-
tudinal axis. 

(c) Dihedral angle R (right) is formed 
by two intersecting vertical planes, the 
first parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
the rotorcraft, and the other at 110 de-
grees to the right of the first, as viewed 
when looking forward along the longi-
tudinal axis. 

(d) Dihedral angle A (aft) is formed 
by two intersecting vertical planes 
making angles of 70 degrees to the 
right and to the left, respectively, to a 
vertical plane passing through the lon-
gitudinal axis, as viewed when looking 
aft along the longitudinal axis. 

(e) If the rear position light, when 
mounted as far aft as practicable in ac-
cordance with § 25.1385(c), cannot show 
unbroken light within dihedral angle A 
(as defined in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion), a solid angle or angles of ob-

structed visibility totaling not more 
than 0.04 steradians is allowable within 
that dihedral angle, if such solid angle 
is within a cone whose apex is at the 
rear position light and whose elements 
make an angle of 30° with a vertical 
line passing through the rear position 
light. 

(49 U.S.C. 1655(c)) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–7, 36 FR 21278, Nov. 5, 
1971]

§ 27.1389 Position light distribution 
and intensities. 

(a) General. the intensities prescribed 
in this section must be provided by new 
equipment with light covers and color 
filters in place. Intensities must be de-
termined with the light source oper-
ating at a steady value equal to the av-
erage luminous output of the source at 
the normal operating voltage of the 
rotorcraft. The light distribution and 
intensity of each position light must 
meet the requirements of paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(b) Forward and rear position lights. 
The light distribution and intensities 
of forward and rear position lights 
must be expressed in terms of min-
imum intensities in the horizontal 
plane, minimum intensities in any 
vertical plane, and maximum inten-
sities in overlapping beams, within di-
hedral angles L, R, and A, and must 
meet the following requirements: 

(1) Intensities in the horizontal plane. 
Each intensity in the horizontal plane 
(the plane containing the longitudinal 
axis of the rotorcraft and perpendicular 
to the plane of symmetry of the rotor-
craft) must equal or exceed the values 
in § 27.1391. 

(2) Intensities in any vertical plane. 
Each intensity in any vertical plane 
(the plane perpendicular to the hori-
zontal plane) must equal or exceed the 
appropriate value in § 27.1393, where I is 
the minimum intensity prescribed in 
§ 27.1391 for the corresponding angles in 
the horizontal plane. 

(3) Intensities in overlaps between adja-
cent signals. No intensity in any over-
lap between adjacent signals may ex-
ceed the values in § 27.1395, except that 
higher intensities in overlaps may be 
used with main beam intensities sub-
stantially greater than the minima 
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specified in §§ 27.1391 and 27.1393, if the 
overlap intensities in relation to the 
main beam intensities do not adversely 
affect signal clarity. When the peak in-
tensity of the forward position lights is 
greater than 100 candles, the maximum 
overlap intensities between them may 
exceed the values in § 27.1395 if the 
overlap intensity in Area A is not more 
than 10 percent of peak position light 
intensity and the overlap intensity in 
Area B is not more than 2.5 percent of 
peak position light intensity.

§ 27.1391 Minimum intensities in the 
horizontal plane of forward and 
rear position lights. 

Each position light intensity must 
equal or exceed the applicable values in 
the following table:

Dihedral angle (light in-
cluded) 

Angle from right or left 
of longitudinal axis, 

measured from dead 
ahead 

Intensity 
(candles) 

L and R (forward red 
and green).

10° to 10° ...................
10° to 20° ...................
20° to 110° .................

40
30

5
A (rear white) .............. 110° to 180° ............... 20

§ 27.1393 Minimum intensities in any 
vertical plane of forward and rear 
position lights. 

Each position light intensity must 
equal or exceed the applicable values in 
the following table:

Angle above or below the horizontal plane Intensity, l

0° ......................................................................... 1.00
0° to 5° ................................................................ 0.90
5° to 10° .............................................................. 0.80
10° to 15° ............................................................ 0.70
15° to 20° ............................................................ 0.50
20° to 30° ............................................................ 0.30
30° to 40° ............................................................ 0.10
40° to 90° ............................................................ 0.05

§ 27.1395 Maximum intensities in over-
lapping beams of forward and rear 
position lights. 

No position light intensity may ex-
ceed the applicable values in the fol-
lowing table, except as provided in 
§ 27.1389(b)(3).

Overlaps 

Maximum Intensity 

Area A 
(candles) 

Area B 
(candles) 

Green in dihedral angle L ............. 10 1
Red in dihedral angle R ................ 10 1
Green in dihedral angle A ............. 5 1
Red in dihedral angle A ................ 5 1
Rear white in dihedral angle L ...... 5 1

Overlaps 

Maximum Intensity 

Area A 
(candles) 

Area B 
(candles) 

Rear white in dihedral angle R ..... 5 1

Where— 
(a) Area A includes all directions in 

the adjacent dihedral angle that pass 
through the light source and intersect 
the common boundary plane at more 
than 10 degrees but less than 20 de-
grees, and 

(b) Area B includes all directions in 
the adjacent dihedral angle that pass 
through the light source and intersect 
the common boundary plane at more 
than 20 degrees.

§ 27.1397 Color specifications. 

Each position light color must have 
the applicable International Commis-
sion on Illumination chromaticity co-
ordinates as follows: 

(a) Aviation red—

y is not greater than 0.335; and 
z is not greater than 0.002.

(b) Aviation green—

x is not greater than 0.440¥0.320y; 
x is not greater than y¥0.170; and 
y is not less than 0.390¥0.170x.

(c) Aviation white—

x is not less than 0.300 and not greater than 
0.540; 

y is not less than x¥0.040’’ or yc¥0.010, 
whichever is the smaller; and 

y is not greater than x+0.020 nor 
0.636¥0.400x; 

Where yc is the y coordinate of the Planck-
ian radiator for the value of x considered.

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–6, 36 FR 12972, July 10, 
1971]

§ 27.1399 Riding light. 

(a) Each riding light required for 
water operation must be installed so 
that it can— 

(1) Show a white light for at least 
two nautical miles at night under clear 
atmospheric conditions; and 

(2) Show a maximum practicable un-
broken light with the rotorcraft on the 
water. 
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(b) Externally hung lights may be 
used. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–2, 33 FR 964, Jan. 26, 
1968]

§ 27.1401 Anticollision light system. 
(a) General. If certification for night 

operation is requested, the rotorcraft 
must have an anticollision light sys-
tem that— 

(1) Consists of one or more approved 
anticollision lights located so that 
their emitted light will not impair the 
crew’s vision or detract from the con-
spicuity of the position lights; and 

(2) Meets the requirements of para-
graphs (b) through (f) of this section. 

(b) Field of coverage. The system must 
consist of enough lights to illuminate 
the vital areas around the rotorcraft, 
considering the physical configuration 
and flight characteristics of the rotor-
craft. The field of coverage must ex-
tend in each direction within at least 
30 degrees below the horizontal plane of 
the rotorcraft, except that there may 
be solid angles of obstructed visibility 
totaling not more than 0.5 steradians. 

(c) Flashing characteristics. The ar-
rangement of the system, that is, the 
number of light sources, beam width, 
speed of rotation, and other character-
istics, must give an effective flash fre-
quency of not less than 40, nor more 
than 100, cycles per minute. The effec-
tive flash frequency is the frequency at 
which the rotorcraft’s complete anti-
collision light system is observed from 
a distance, and applies to each sector 
of light including any overlaps that 
exist when the system consists of more 
than one light source. In overlaps, 
flash frequencies may exceed 100, but 
not 180, cycles per minute. 

(d) Color. Each anticollision light 
must be aviation red and must meet 
the applicable requirements of § 27.1397. 

(e) Light intensity. The minimum 
light intensities in any vertical plane, 
measured with the red filter (if used) 
and expressed in terms of ‘‘effective’’ 
intensities, must meet the require-
ments of paragraph (f) of this section. 

The following relation must be as-
sumed:

I
I t dt

t te
t

t

=
+ −( )

∫ ( )

.
1

2

0 2 2 1

where:

Ie=effective intensity (candles). 
I(t)=instantaneous intensity as a function of 

time. 
t2¥t1=flash time interval (seconds).
Normally, the maximum value of effective 
intensity is obtained when t2 and t1 are cho-
sen so that the effective intensity is equal to 
the instantaneous intensity at t2 and t1.

(f) Minimum effective intensities for 
anticollision light. Each anticollision 
light effective intensity must equal or 
exceed the applicable values in the fol-
lowing table:

Angle above or below the horizontal plane 
Effective 
intensity 
(candles) 

0° to 5° ................................................................ 150
5° to 10° .............................................................. 90
10° to 20° ............................................................ 30
20° to 30° ............................................................ 15

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–6, 36 FR 12972, July 10, 
1971; Amdt. 27–10, 41 FR 5290, Feb. 5, 1976]

SAFETY EQUIPMENT

§ 27.1411 General. 

(a) Required safety equipment to be 
used by the crew in an emergency, such 
as flares and automatic liferaft re-
leases, must be readily accessible. 

(b) Stowage provisions for required 
safety equipment must be furnished 
and must— 

(1) Be arranged so that the equip-
ment is directly accessible and its loca-
tion is obvious; and 

(2) Protect the safety equipment 
from damage caused by being subjected 
to the inertia loads specified in § 27.561. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–11, 41 FR 55470, Dec. 20, 
1976]
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§ 27.1413 Safety belts. 
Each safety belt must be equipped 

with a metal to metal latching device. 

(Secs. 313, 314, and 601 through 610 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354, 1355, 
and 1421 through 1430) and sec. 6(c), Dept. of 
Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 1655(c))) 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–15, 43 FR 46233, Oct. 5, 
1978; Amdt. 27–21, 49 FR 44435, Nov. 6, 1984]

§ 27.1415 Ditching equipment. 
(a) Emergency flotation and sig-

naling equipment required by any oper-
ating rule in this chapter must meet 
the requirements of this section. 

(b) Each raft and each life preserver 
must be approved and must be installed 
so that it is readily available to the 
crew and passengers. The storage pro-
visions for life preservers must accom-
modate one life preserver for each oc-
cupant for which certification for 
ditching is requested. 

(c) Each raft released automatically 
or by the pilot must be attached to the 
rotorcraft by a line to keep it alongside 
the rotorcraft. This line must be weak 
enough to break before submerging the 
empty raft to which it is attached. 

(d) Each signaling device must be 
free from hazard in its operation and 
must be installed in an accessible loca-
tion. 

[Doc. No. 5074, 29 FR 15695, Nov. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 27–11, 41 FR 55470, Dec. 20, 
1976]

§ 27.1419 Ice protection. 
(a) To obtain certification for flight 

into icing conditions, compliance with 
this section must be shown. 

(b) It must be demonstrated that the 
rotorcraft can be safely operated in the 
continuous maximum and intermittent 
maximum icing conditions determined 
under appendix C of Part 29 of this 
chapter within the rotorcraft altitude 
envelope. An analysis must be per-
formed to establish, on the basis of the 
rotorcraft’s operational needs, the ade-
quacy of the ice protection system for 
the various components of the rotor-
craft. 

(c) In addition to the analysis and 
physical evaluation prescribed in para-
graph (b) of this section, the effective-
ness of the ice protection system and 

its components must be shown by 
flight tests of the rotorcraft or its com-
ponents in measured natural atmos-
pheric icing conditions and by one or 
more of the following tests as found 
necessary to determine the adequacy of 
the ice protection system: 

(1) Laboratory dry air or simulated 
icing tests, or a combination of both, of 
the components or models of the com-
ponents. 

(2) Flight dry air tests of the ice pro-
tection system as a whole, or its indi-
vidual components. 

(3) Flight tests of the rotorcraft or 
its components in measured simulated 
icing conditions. 

(d) The ice protection provisions of 
this section are considered to be appli-
cable primarily to the airframe. Power-
plant installation requirements are 
contained in Subpart E of this part. 

(e) A means must be indentified or 
provided for determining the formation 
of ice on critical parts of the rotor-
craft. Unless otherwise restricted, the 
means must be available for nighttime 
as well as daytime operation. The 
rotorcraft flight manual must describe 
the means of determining ice forma-
tion and must contain information nec-
essary for safe operation of the rotor-
craft in icing conditions. 

[Amdt. 27–19, 48 FR 4389, Jan. 31, 1983]

§ 27.1435 Hydraulic systems. 
(a) Design. Each hydraulic system 

and its elements must withstand, with-
out yielding, any structural loads ex-
pected in addition to hydraulic loads. 

(b) Tests. Each system must be sub-
stantiated by proof pressure tests. 
When proof tested, no part of any sys-
tem may fail, malfunction, or experi-
ence a permanent set. The proof load of 
each system must be at least 1.5 times 
the maximum operating pressure of 
that system. 

(c) Accumulators. No hydraulic accu-
mulator or pressurized reservoir may 
be installed on the engine side of any 
firewall unless it is an integral part of 
an engine.

§ 27.1457 Cockpit voice recorders. 
(a) Each cockpit voice recorder re-

quired by the operating rules of this 
chapter must be approved, and must be 
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installed so that it will record the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Voice communications trans-
mitted from or received in the rotor-
craft by radio. 

(2) Voice communications of flight 
crewmembers on the flight deck. 

(3) Voice communications of flight 
crewmembers on the flight deck, using 
the rotorcraft’s interphone system. 

(4) Voice or audio signals identifying 
navigation or approach aids introduced 
into a headset or speaker. 

(5) Voice communications of flight 
crewmembers using the passenger loud-
speaker system, if there is such a sys-
tem, and if the fourth channel is avail-
able in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraph (c)(4)(ii) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) The recording requirements of 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section may be 
met: 

(1) By installing a cockpit-mounted 
area microphone located in the best po-
sition for recording voice communica-
tions originating at the first and sec-
ond pilot stations and voice commu-
nications of other crewmembers on the 
flight deck when directed to those sta-
tions; or 

(2) By installing a continually ener-
gized or voice-actuated lip microphone 
at the first and second pilot stations. 

The microphone specified in this 
paragraph must be so located and, if 
necessary, the preamplifiers and filters 
of the recorder must be adjusted or 
supplemented so that the recorded 
communications are intelligible when 
recorded under flight cockpit noise 
conditions and played back. The level 
of intelligibility must be approved by 
the Administrator. Repeated aural or 
visual playback of the record may be 
used in evaluating intelligibility. 

(c) Each cockpit voice recorder must 
be installed so that the part of the 
communication or audio signals speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section ob-
tained from each of the following 
sources is recorded on a separate chan-
nel: 

(1) For the first channel, from each 
microphone, headset, or speaker used 
at the first pilot station. 

(2) For the second channel, from each 
microphone, headset, or speaker used 
at the second pilot station. 

(3) For the third channel, from the 
cockpit-mounted area microphone, or 
the continually energized or voice-ac-
tuated lip microphone at the first and 
second pilot stations. 

(4) For the fourth channel, from: 
(i) Each microphone, headset, or 

speaker used at the stations for the 
third and fourth crewmembers; or 

(ii) If the stations specified in para-
graph (c)(4)(i) of this section are not re-
quired or if the signal at such a station 
is picked up by another channel, each 
microphone on the flight deck that is 
used with the passenger loudspeaker 
system if its signals are not picked up 
by another channel. 

(iii) Each microphone on the flight 
deck that is used with the rotorcraft’s 
loudspeaker system if its signals are 
not picked up by another channel. 

(d) Each cockpit voice recorder must 
be installed so that: 

(1) It receives its electric power from 
the bus that provides the maximum re-
liability for operation of the cockpit 
voice recorder without jeopardizing 
service to essential or emergency 
loads; 

(2) There is an automatic means to 
simultaneously stop the recorder and 
prevent each erasure feature from func-
tioning, within 10 minutes after crash 
impact; and 

(3) There is an aural or visual means 
for preflight checking of the recorder 
for proper operation. 

(e) The record container must be lo-
cated and mounted to minimize the 
probability of rupture of the container 
as a result of crash impact and con-
sequent heat damage to the record 
from fire. 

(f) If the cockpit voice recorder has a 
bulk erasure device, the installation 
must be designed to minimize the prob-
ability of inadvertent operation and ac-
tuation of the device during crash im-
pact. 

(g) Each recorder container must be 
either bright orange or bright yellow. 

[Amdt. 27–22, 53 FR 26144, July 11, 1988]

§ 27.1459 Flight recorders. 
(a) Each flight recorder required by 

the operating rules of Subchapter G of 
this chapter must be installed so that: 

(1) It is supplied with airspeed, alti-
tude, and directional data obtained 
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from sources that meet the accuracy 
requirements of §§ 27.1323, 27.1325, and 
27.1327 of this part, as applicable; 

(2) The vertical acceleration sensor is 
rigidly attached, and located longitu-
dinally within the approved center of 
gravity limits of the rotorcraft; 

(3) It receives its electrical power 
from the bus that provides the max-
imum reliability for operation of the 
flight recorder without jeopardizing 
service to essential or emergency 
loads; 

(4) There is an aural or visual means 
for preflight checking of the recorder 
for proper recording of data in the stor-
age medium; 

(5) Except for recorders powered sole-
ly by the engine-driven electrical gen-
erator system, there is an automatic 
means to simultaneously stop a re-
corder that has a data erasure feature 
and prevent each erasure feature from 
functioning, within 10 minutes after 
any crash impact; and 

(b) Each nonejectable recorder con-
tainer must be located and mounted so 
as to minimize the probability of con-
tainer rupture resulting from crash im-
pact and subsequent damage to the 
record from fire. 

(c) A correlation must be established 
between the flight recorder readings of 
airspeed, altitude, and heading and the 
corresponding readings (taking into ac-
count correction factors) of the first pi-
lot’s instruments. This correlation 
must cover the airspeed range over 
which the aircraft is to be operated, 
the range of altitude to which the air-
craft is limited, and 360 degrees of 
heading. Correlation may be estab-
lished on the ground as appropriate. 

(d) Each recorder container must: 
(1) Be either bright orange or bright 

yellow; 
(2) Have a reflective tape affixed to 

its external surface to facilitate its lo-
cation under water; and 

(3) Have an underwater locating de-
vice, when required by the operating 
rules of this chapter, on or adjacent to 
the container which is secured in such 
a manner that they are not likely to be 
separated during crash impact. 

[Amdt. 27–22, 53 FR 26144, July 11, 1988]

§ 27.1461 Equipment containing high 
energy rotors. 

(a) Equipment containing high en-
ergy rotors must meet paragraph (b), 
(c), or (d) of this section. 

(b) High energy rotors contained in 
equipment must be able to withstand 
damage caused by malfunctions, vibra-
tion, abnormal speeds, and abnormal 
temperatures. In addition— 

(1) Auxiliary rotor cases must be able 
to contain damage caused by the fail-
ure of high energy rotor blades; and 

(2) Equipment control devices, sys-
tems, and instrumentation must rea-
sonably ensure that no operating limi-
tations affecting the integrity of high 
energy rotors will be exceeded in serv-
ice. 

(c) It must be shown by test that 
equipment containing high energy ro-
tors can contain any failure of a high 
energy rotor that occurs at the highest 
speed obtainable with the normal speed 
control devices inoperative. 

(d) Equipment containing high en-
ergy rotors must be located where 
rotor failure will neither endanger the 
occupants nor adversely affect contin-
ued safe flight. 

[Amdt. 27–2, 33 FR 964, Jan. 26, 1968]

Subpart G—Operating Limitations 
and Information

§ 27.1501 General. 
(a) Each operating limitation speci-

fied in §§ 27.1503 through 27.1525 and 
other limitations and information nec-
essary for safe operation must be es-
tablished. 

(b) The operating limitations and 
other information necessary for safe 
operation must be made available to 
the crewmembers as prescribed in 
§§ 27.1541 through 27.1589. 

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 603, 604, and 605 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 
1421, 1423, 1424, and 1425); and sec. 6(c) of the 
Dept. of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 
1655(c))) 

[Amdt. 27–14, 43 FR 2325, Jan. 16, 1978]

OPERATING LIMITATIONS

§ 27.1503 Airspeed limitations: general. 
(a) An operating speed range must be 

established. 
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