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32 Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter, the following are permitted: 

(1) The printing, publishing, or importa-
tion, or the making or importation of the 
necessary plates for such printing or pub-
lishing, of illustrations of: 

(A) Postage stamps of the United States, 
(B) Revenue stamps of the United States, 
(C) Any other obligation or other security 

of the United States, and 
(D) Postage stamps, revenue stamps, notes, 

bonds, and any other obligation or other se-
curity of any foreign government, bank, or 
corporation, for philatelic, numismatic, edu-
cational, historical, or newsworthy purposes 
in articles, books, journals, newspapers, or 
albums (but not for advertising purposes, ex-
cept illustrations of stamps and paper money 
in philatelic or numismatic advertising of le-
gitimate numismatists and dealers in stamps 
or publishers of or dealers in philatelic or 
numismatic articles, books, journals, news-
papers, or albums). Illustrations permitted 
by the foregoing provisions of this section 
shall be made in accordance with the fol-
lowing conditions— 

(i) All illustrations shall be in black and 
white, except that illustrations of postage 
stamps issued by the United States or by any 
foreign government may be in color; 

(ii) All illustrations (including illustra-
tions of uncanceled postage stamps in color) 
shall be of a size less than three-fourths or 
more than one and one-half, in linear dimen-
sion, of each part of any matter so illus-
trated which is covered by subparagraph (A), 
(B), (C), or (D) of this paragraph, except that 
black and white illustrations of postage and 
revenue stamps issued by the United States 
or by any foreign government and colored il-
lustrations of canceled postage stamps 
issued by the United States may be in the 
exact linear dimension in which the stamps 
were issued; and 

(iii) The negatives and plates used in mak-
ing the illustrations shall be destroyed after 
their final use in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(2) The making or importation, but not for 
advertising purposes except philatelic adver-
tising, of motion-picture films, microfilms, 
or slides, for projection upon a screen or for 
use in telecasting, of postage and revenue 
stamps and other obligations and securities 
of the United States, and postage and rev-
enue stamps, notes, bonds, and other obliga-
tions or securities of any foreign govern-
ment, bank, or corporation. No prints or 
other reproductions shall be made from such 
films or slides, except for the purposes of 

COUNTERFEIT COINS, OBLIGATIONS, AND 
OTHER SECURITIES; ILLUSTRATIONS OR 
REPRODUCTIONS OF COINS OR STAMPS

§ 12.48 Importation prohibited; excep-
tions to prohibition of importation; 
procedure. 

(a) In accordance with Chapter 25, 
Title 18, United States Code, any 
token, disk, or device in the likeness or 
similitude of any coin of the United 
States or of a foreign country; counter-
feits of coins in circulation in the 
United States; counterfeited, forged, or 
altered obligations or other securities 
of the United States or of any foreign 
government; or plates, dies, or other 
apparatus which may be used in mak-
ing any of the foregoing, when brought 
into the United States, shall be seized, 
and delivered to the nearest represent-
ative of the United States Secret Serv-
ice, together with a report of the facts, 
for appropriate disposition. 

(b) In accordance with section 504 of 
title 18, United States Code, the print-
ing, publishing, or importation or the 
making or importation of the nec-
essary plates for such printing or pub-
lishing for philatelic, numismatic, edu-
cational, historical, or newsworthy 
purposes in articles, books, journals, 
newspapers, or albums (but not for ad-
vertising purposes, except illustrations 
of stamps and paper money in phila-
telic or numismatic advertising of le-
gitimate numismatists and dealers in 
stamps or publishers of or dealers in 
philatelic or numismatic articles, 
books, journals, newspapers, or al-
bums) of black and white illustrations 
of canceled and uncanceled United 
States postage stamps shall be per-
mitted. 

(c) The importation (but not for ad-
vertising purposes except philatelic ad-
vertising) of motion-picture films, 
microfilms, or slides, for projection 
upon a screen or for use in telecasting, 
of postage and revenue stamps and 
other obligations and securities of the 
United States and postage and revenue 
stamps, notes, bonds, and other obliga-
tions or securities of any foreign gov-
ernment, bank, or corporation shall be 
permitted. 

(d) Printed matter of the character 
described in section 504, title 18, United 

States Code, 32 containing reproduc-
tions of postage or revenue stamps, ex-
ecuted in accordance with any excep-
tion stated in section 504, or colored re-
productions of canceled foreign postage 
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paragraph (1), without the permission of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

For the purposes of this section the term 
‘‘postage stamp’’ includes ‘‘postage meter 
stamps.’’ (18 U.S.C. 504).

stamps may be admitted to entry. 
Printed matter containing illustra-
tions or reproductions not executed in 
accordance with such exceptions shall 
be treated as prohibited importations. 
If no application for exportation or as-
sent to forfeiture and destruction is re-
ceived by the port director within 30 
days from the date of notification to 
the importer that the articles are pro-
hibited, the articles shall be reported 
to the United States attorney for for-
feiture.

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 82–145, 47 FR 35477, Aug. 16, 1982; T.D. 89–
1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

FUR-SEAL OR SEA-OTTER SKINS

§ 12.60 Importation prohibited. 
The transportation, importation, 

sale, or possession of the skins of fur 
seals or sea otters is prohibited if such 
skins were taken contrary to the provi-
sions of section 2 of the act of February 
26, 1944 (58 Stat. 100–104) or, the case of 
such skins taken under the authority 
of the act or any fur-seal agreement, if 
the skins are not officially marked and 
certified as required by section 2 of the 
act. Section 16 makes the act inappli-
cable to skins taken for scientific pur-
poses under a special permit. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.61 Fur-seal or sea-otter skins per-
mitted entry. 

(a) Fur-seal or sea-otter skins taken 
by Indians, Aleuts, or other aborigines 
under the authority of section 3 of the 
act, fur-seal skins taken under the au-
thority of the Canadian Government, 
and fur-seal skins taken on the Pribilof 
Islands and other specified areas under 
the authority of section 4 of the act 
shall be admitted to entry if officially 
marked and certified as having been 
lawfully taken and if accompanied by a 
declaration of the shipper identifying 
the skins by marks and numbers as 
those covered by the official certifi-
cate. 

(b) Fur-seal or sea-otter skins taken 
in waters or on land not specified in 
the act or in the fur-seal agreement 
with Canada or other fur-seal agree-
ment shall be admitted to entry upon 
the production of evidence satisfactory 
to the port director that they have 
been so taken. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.62 Enforcement; duties of Customs 
officers. 

(a) In accordance with the authority 
contained in sections 10 and 12 of the 
act, Customs officers shall arrest or 
cause to be arrested persons violating 
the provisions of the act or of any reg-
ulation made pursuant thereto; shall 
search vessels when there is reasonable 
cause to believe that such vessels are 
subject to seizure under the act, shall 
seize any vessel used or employed or 
which it appears has been or is about 
to be used or employed in violation of 
the act or any regulation made pursu-
ant thereto; and shall seize fur seals 
and sea otters, or the skins thereof, 
killed, captured, transported, im-
ported, offered for sale, or possessed by 
any person contrary to the provisions 
of the act or of any regulation made 
pursuant thereto. 

(b) All articles, including vessels and 
equipment, seized by Customs officers 
for violation of the act shall be turned 
over to the nearest officer or agent of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, for appropriate 
disposition under the act, receipts to 
be taken in duplicate therefor. One 
copy of each such receipt shall be 
transmitted to Headquarters, U.S. Cus-
toms Service with a detailed report of 
the facts in the particular case in-
volved. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.63 Seal-skin or sea-otter-skin 
waste. 

Seal-skin or sea-otter-skin waste 
composed of small pieces not large 
enough to be sewed together and uti-
lized as dressed fur shall not be subject 
to the requirements of the regulations 
in this part.
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