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paragraph (1), without the permission of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

For the purposes of this section the term 
‘‘postage stamp’’ includes ‘‘postage meter 
stamps.’’ (18 U.S.C. 504).

stamps may be admitted to entry. 
Printed matter containing illustra-
tions or reproductions not executed in 
accordance with such exceptions shall 
be treated as prohibited importations. 
If no application for exportation or as-
sent to forfeiture and destruction is re-
ceived by the port director within 30 
days from the date of notification to 
the importer that the articles are pro-
hibited, the articles shall be reported 
to the United States attorney for for-
feiture.

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 82–145, 47 FR 35477, Aug. 16, 1982; T.D. 89–
1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

FUR-SEAL OR SEA-OTTER SKINS

§ 12.60 Importation prohibited. 
The transportation, importation, 

sale, or possession of the skins of fur 
seals or sea otters is prohibited if such 
skins were taken contrary to the provi-
sions of section 2 of the act of February 
26, 1944 (58 Stat. 100–104) or, the case of 
such skins taken under the authority 
of the act or any fur-seal agreement, if 
the skins are not officially marked and 
certified as required by section 2 of the 
act. Section 16 makes the act inappli-
cable to skins taken for scientific pur-
poses under a special permit. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.61 Fur-seal or sea-otter skins per-
mitted entry. 

(a) Fur-seal or sea-otter skins taken 
by Indians, Aleuts, or other aborigines 
under the authority of section 3 of the 
act, fur-seal skins taken under the au-
thority of the Canadian Government, 
and fur-seal skins taken on the Pribilof 
Islands and other specified areas under 
the authority of section 4 of the act 
shall be admitted to entry if officially 
marked and certified as having been 
lawfully taken and if accompanied by a 
declaration of the shipper identifying 
the skins by marks and numbers as 
those covered by the official certifi-
cate. 

(b) Fur-seal or sea-otter skins taken 
in waters or on land not specified in 
the act or in the fur-seal agreement 
with Canada or other fur-seal agree-
ment shall be admitted to entry upon 
the production of evidence satisfactory 
to the port director that they have 
been so taken. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.62 Enforcement; duties of Customs 
officers. 

(a) In accordance with the authority 
contained in sections 10 and 12 of the 
act, Customs officers shall arrest or 
cause to be arrested persons violating 
the provisions of the act or of any reg-
ulation made pursuant thereto; shall 
search vessels when there is reasonable 
cause to believe that such vessels are 
subject to seizure under the act, shall 
seize any vessel used or employed or 
which it appears has been or is about 
to be used or employed in violation of 
the act or any regulation made pursu-
ant thereto; and shall seize fur seals 
and sea otters, or the skins thereof, 
killed, captured, transported, im-
ported, offered for sale, or possessed by 
any person contrary to the provisions 
of the act or of any regulation made 
pursuant thereto. 

(b) All articles, including vessels and 
equipment, seized by Customs officers 
for violation of the act shall be turned 
over to the nearest officer or agent of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, for appropriate 
disposition under the act, receipts to 
be taken in duplicate therefor. One 
copy of each such receipt shall be 
transmitted to Headquarters, U.S. Cus-
toms Service with a detailed report of 
the facts in the particular case in-
volved. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988]

§ 12.63 Seal-skin or sea-otter-skin 
waste. 

Seal-skin or sea-otter-skin waste 
composed of small pieces not large 
enough to be sewed together and uti-
lized as dressed fur shall not be subject 
to the requirements of the regulations 
in this part.
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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–03 Edition)§ 12.73

ENTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES, MOTOR VE-
HICLE ENGINES AND NONROAD ENGINES 
UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT, AS 
AMENDED

§ 12.73 Motor vehicle and engine com-
pliance with Federal antipollution 
emission requirements. 

(a) Applicability of EPA requirements. 
This section is ancillary to the regula-
tions of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) issued under the 
Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq.), and found in 40 CFR parts 
85 and 86. Those regulations should be 
consulted for more detailed informa-
tion concerning EPA emission require-
ments. The requirements apply to im-
ported motor vehicles, but do not apply 
to separately imported non-chassis 
mounted engines to be used in light-
duty trucks or other light-duty vehi-
cles. Other separately imported engines 
for heavy-duty motor vehicles are cov-
ered, and all references in this section 
to motor vehicles should be deemed to 
include motor vehicles as well as these 
heavy-duty engines. Nothing in this 
section should be construed as limiting 
or changing in any way the applica-
bility of the EPA regulations. 

(b) Importation of complying vehicles—
(1) Labeled vehicles. Vehicles which in 
their condition as imported are covered 
by an EPA certificate of conformity 
and which bear the manufacturer’s 
label showing such conformity and 
other EPA-required information shall 
be deemed in compliance with applica-
ble emission requirements for the pur-
pose of Customs admissibility and 
entry liquidation determinations. This 
paragraph does not apply to importa-
tions of ICI’s covered by paragraph (d) 
of this section. 

(2) Pending certification. Vehicles oth-
erwise covered by paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section which were manufactured 
for compliance with applicable emis-
sion requirements, but for which an ap-
plication for a certificate of con-
formity is pending with the EPA may 
be conditionally released from Customs 
custody pending production of the cer-
tificate of conformity within 120 days 
of release. 

(c) Importation of vehicles previously in 
compliance—(1) Vehicles of returning resi-
dents. Vehicles of residents returning 

from Canada, Mexico or other coun-
tries as EPA may designate are not 
covered by this section. 

(2) Vehicles of commuting nonresidents 
and tourists. A port director through 
the issuance of an appropriate means of 
identification to be affixed to a vehicle 
may waive all of the requirements of 
this section for a nonresident regularly 
crossing the Canadian or Mexican bor-
der, or waive the requirements for Mex-
ico or Canadian-registered vehicles of 
tourists or other travelers. 

(3) Participants in EPA-approved cata-
lytic converter or oxygen sensor control 
programs. Further evidence of emis-
sions compliance will not be required 
for catalytic converter or oxygen sen-
sor-equipped vehicles imported for par-
ticipating in EPA-approved catalytic 
converter or oxygen sensor control pro-
grams and subject to the requirements 
of those programs. 

(4) Previously labeled, modified or im-
ported vehicles. Any other vehicle of 
United States or foreign origin manu-
factured with a catalytic converter or 
oxygen sensor, or any previously im-
ported vehicle subsequently modified 
with a catalytic converter or oxygen 
sensor, will not be deemed in compli-
ance with applicable emission require-
ments if used outside of the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, or other coun-
tries as EPA may designate, until the 
catalytic converter and/or oxygen sen-
sor is replaced. Conditional release 
from Customs custody for the purpose 
of the modification is subject to a 120-
day period for completion. Subject to 
special documentation at the time of 
export from the United States and ap-
proval and other requirements of EPA, 
replacement of a catalytic converter or 
oxygen sensor may be avoided if the 
equipment is disconnected before ex-
port from the United States and recon-
nected after subsequent importation. 

(d) Importation of vehicles by ICI’s. Ex-
cept for motor vehicles imported in the 
applicable circumstances covered by 
paragraphs (c), (e), (f), (g) or (h) of this 
section, an individual or business other 
than an independent commercial im-
porter (ICI) holding a currently valid 
EPA certificate of conformity may not 
enter a motor vehicle which does not 
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