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unable to verify the claim, the mer-
chandise shall be released under the 
provisions of part 141 or 145 of this 
chapter. 

[T.D. 78–394, 43 FR 49790, Oct. 25, 1978; 43 FR 
55758, Nov. 29, 1978, as amended by T.D. 89–1, 
53 FR 51267, Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 93–66, 58 FR 
44131, Aug. 19, 1993]

§ 148.116 Claim for refund. 

Any person who has filed a declara-
tion of unaccompanied articles under 
§§ 148.112 and 148.113 and who is dissatis-
fied with the amount of duty assessed 
on the articles upon their arrival in the 
United States may file a claim for ad-
ministrative review under subpart C, 
part 145, of this chapter if the articles 
arrived by mail, or under parts 173 and 
174 if the articles arrived other than by 
mail. Any supporting documents, in-
cluding a copy of Customs Form 255, 
should be submitted with the claim. 

[T.D. 78–394, 43 FR 49790, Oct. 25, 1978; 43 FR 
55758, Nov. 29, 1978]

PART 151—EXAMINATION, SAM-
PLING, AND TESTING OF 
MERCHANDISE

Sec.
151.0 Scope.

Subpart A—General

151.1 Merchandise to be examined. 
151.2 Quantities to be examined. 
151.3 Disclosure of examination packages. 
151.4 Time of examination. 
151.5 Conditions for examination prior to 

entry. 
151.6 Place of examination. 
151.7 Examination elsewhere than at place 

of arrival or public stores. 
151.8 Examination after assembly. 
151.9 Immediate transportation entry deliv-

ered outside port limits. 
151.10 Sampling. 
151.11 Request for samples or additional ex-

amination packages after release of mer-
chandise. 

151.12 Accreditation of commercial labora-
tories. 

151.13 Approval of commercial gaugers. 
151.14 Use of commercial laboratory tests in 

liquidation. 
151.15 Movement of merchandise to a cen-

tralized examination station. 
151.16 Detention of merchandise.

Subpart B—Sugars, Sirups, and Molasses

151.21 Definitions. 
151.22 Estimated duties on raw sugar. 
151.23 Allowance for moisture in raw sugar. 
151.24 Unlading facilities for bulk sugar. 
151.25 Mixing classes of sugar. 
151.26 Molasses in tank cars. 
151.27 Weighing and sampling done at time 

of unlading. 
151.28 Gauging of sirup or molasses dis-

charged into storage tanks. 
151.29 Expense of unlading and handling. 
151.30 Sugar closets. 
151.31 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Petroleum and Petroleum 
Products

151.41 Information on entry summary. 
151.42 Controls on unlading and gauging. 
151.43 [Reserved] 
151.44 Storage tanks. 
151.45 Storage tanks bonded as warehouses. 
151.46 Allowance for detectable moisture 

and impurities. 
151.47 Optional entry of net quantity of pe-

troleum or petroleum products.

Subpart D—Metal-Bearing Ores and Other 
Metal-Bearing Materials

151.51 Sampling requirements. 
151.52 Sampling procedures. 
151.53 Sample lockers. 
151.54 Testing by Customs laboratory. 
151.55 Deductions for loss during processing.

Subpart E—Wool and Hair

151.61 Definitions. 
151.62 Information on invoices. 
151.63 Information on entry summary. 
151.64 Extra copy of entry summary. 
151.65 Duties. 
151.66 Duty on samples. 
151.67 Sampling by importer. 
151.68 Merchandise to be sampled and tested 

by Customs. 
151.69 Transfer or exportation of part of 

sampling unit. 
151.70 Method of sampling by Customs. 
151.71 Laboratory testing for clean yield. 
151.73 Importer’s request for commercial 

laboratory test. 
151.74 Retest at port director’s request. 
151.75 Final determination of clean yield. 
151.76 Grading of wool.

Subpart F—Cotton

151.81 Definition of staple length. 
151.82 Information on invoices. 
151.83 Method of sampling. 
151.84 Determination of staple length. 
151.85 Importer’s request for redetermina-

tion.
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Subpart G—Fruit Juices

151.91 Brix values of unconcentrated nat-
ural fruit juices.

Subpart H [Reserved]

Subpart I—Cigars, Cigarillos, and Tobacco

151.111 Cigars, cigarillos, and tobacco of 
Cuban origin.

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1202 (General 
Notes 23 and 24, Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States (HTSUS)), 1624.

Section 151.21 also issued under the provi-
sions of Chapters 17 and 18, HTSUS; 

Section 151.42 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1460, 1584, 1592; 

Section 151.43 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1592; 

Section 151.46 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1507; 

Section 151.62 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1481; 

Section 151.63 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1484; 

Section 151.66 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1562; 

Section 151.68 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1311, 1562; 

Section 151.69 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1557, 1562; 

Section 151.82 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1481; 

Section 151.91 also issued under the Addi-
tional U.S. Notes to Chapter 20, HTSUS.

SOURCE: T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17470, July 2, 
1973, unless otherwise noted.

§ 151.0 Scope. 
This part sets forth general provi-

sions governing the examination and 
sampling of imported merchandise, as 
well as specific provisions governing 
the examination, sampling, and testing 
of certain particular types of merchan-
dise.

Subpart A—General

§ 151.1 Merchandise to be examined. 
The port director shall examine such 

packages or quantities of merchandise 
as he deems necessary for the deter-
mination of duties and for compliance 
with the Customs laws and any other 
laws enforced by the Customs Service. 

[T.D. 81–240, 46 FR 45130, Sept. 10, 1981]

§ 151.2 Quantities to be examined. 
(a)(1) Minimum quantities. Not less 

than one package of every 10 packages 

of merchandise shall be examined, un-
less a special regulation permits a less-
er number of packages to be examined. 
Port directors are specially authorized 
to examine less than one package of 
every 10 packages, but not less than 
one package of every invoice, in the 
case of any merchandise which is: 

(i) Imported in packages the contents 
and values of which are uniform, or 

(ii) Imported in packages the con-
tents of which are identical as to char-
acter although differing as to quantity 
and value per package. 

(2) Exceptions to minimum quantities. 
At ports of entry specifically des-
ignated by the Commissioner of Cus-
toms, the port director is authorized to 
release, without examination, mer-
chandise of a character which the port 
director has determined need not be ex-
amined in every instance to ensure the 
protection of the revenue and compli-
ance with the Customs laws and any 
other laws enforced by the Customs 
Service. 

[T.D. 81–240, 46 FR 45130, Sept. 10, 1981]

§ 151.3 Disclosure of examination 
packages. 

Information as to the particular 
packages which will be examined shall 
not be made available to the importer, 
his agent, or any person other than 
Customs officers necessarily con-
cerned, until the merchandise has ar-
rived within the limits of the port of 
entry.

§ 151.4 Time of examination. 
Imported merchandise shall not be 

opened, examined, or inspected until it 
has been entered under some form of 
entry for consumption or warehouse, 
except in the following cases: 

(a) Official Government examination 
and sampling. Authorized employees of 
the Customs Service, Food and Drug 
Administration, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, Public 
Health Service, or other Government 
agency may for official purposes exam-
ine or take samples of merchandise for 
which entry has not been filed, includ-
ing merchandise being released under a 
special permit for immediate delivery. 

(b) Perishable merchandise, benzenoid 
chemicals, and merchandise received with-
out an invoice. An application by the 
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