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SUBCHAPTER G—PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND EXCHANGES

PART 61—WORLD-WIDE FREE FLOW 
OF AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

Sec.
61.1 Purpose. 
61.2 Definitions.
61.3 Certification and authentication cri-

teria. 
61.4 Certification procedures—Exports. 
61.5 Authentication procedures—Imports. 
61.6 Consultation with subject matter spe-

cialists. 
61.7 Review and appeals procedures. 
61.8 Coordination with U.S. Customs Serv-

ice. 
61.9 General information.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 19 U.S.C. 2051, 2052; 
22 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.; Public Law 101–138; E.O. 
11311, 31 FR 13413, 3 CFR 1966–1900 comp., 
page 593.

SOURCE: 59 FR 18965, Apr. 21, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 64 FR 54539, 
Oct. 7, 1999.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 61 appear at 64 FR 54539, Oct. 7, 1999.

§ 61.1 Purpose. 
The Department of State administers 

the ‘‘Beirut Agreement of 1948’’, a mul-
tinational treaty formally known as 
the Agreement for Facilitating the 
International Circulation of Visual and 
Auditory Material of an Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Character. This 
Agreement facilitates the free flow of 
educational, scientific and cultural 
audio-visual materials between nations 
by providing favorable import treat-
ment through the elimination or reduc-
tion of import duties, licenses, taxes, 
or restrictions. The United States and 
other participating governments facili-
tate this favorable import treatment 
through the issuance or authentication 
of a certificate that the audio-visual 
material for which favorable treatment 
is sought conforms with criteria set 
forth in the Agreement.

§ 61.2 Definitions. 
Department—means the Department 

of State. 
Applicant— means: (1) The United 

States holder of the ‘‘basic rights’’ in 
the material submitted for export cer-
tification; or (2) the holder of a foreign 

certificate seeking import authentica-
tion. 

Application form—means the Applica-
tion for Certificate of International 
Educational Character (Form IAP–17) 
which is required for requesting De-
partment certification of United States 
produced audio-visual materials under 
the provisions of the Beirut Agree-
ment. 

Attestation Officer—means the Chief 
Attestation Officer of the United 
States and any member of his or her 
staff with authority to issue Certifi-
cates or Importation Documents. 

Audio-visual materials—means: (1) 
Films, filmstrips and microfilm in ex-
posed and developed negative form, or 
in positive form, viz., masters or prints, 
teletranscriptions, kinescopes, video-
tape; (2) electronic sound recordings 
and sound/picture recordings of all 
types and forms or pressings and trans-
fers thereform; (3) slides and trans-
parencies; moving and static models, 
wallcharts, globes, maps and posters. 

Authentication—means the process 
through which an applicant obtains a 
United States Importation Document 
for Audio-visual Materials (Form IA–
862). 

Basic rights—means the world-wide 
non-restrictive ownership rights in 
audio-visual materials from which the 
assignment of subsidiary rights (such 
as language versions, television, lim-
ited distribution, reproduction, etc.) 
are derived. 

Beirut Agreement—means the ‘‘Agree-
ment for Facilitating the International 
Circulation of Visual and Auditory Ma-
terials of an Educational, Scientific, or 
Cultural Character.’’

Certificate—means a document attest-
ing that the named material complies 
with the standards set forth in Article 
I of the Beirut Agreement issued by: (1) 
The appropriate government agency of 
the State wherein the material to 
which the certificate relates origi-
nated, or (2) by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific or Cultural Or-
ganization. 

Certification—means the process of 
obtaining a certificate attesting that 
audio-visual materials of United States 
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