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be denied entry into the United States: 
Provided, That, upon letterhead appli-
cation, in triplicate, the appropriate 
ATF officer may, in nonrecurring 
cases, authorize the release from cus-
toms custody of distilled spirits in bot-
tles, except those coming under the 
provisions of § 27.206, which, through 
unintentional error, do not conform to 
the provisions of this subpart, if he 
finds that such release will not afford a 
jeopardy to the revenue. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0352) 

[T.D. 6954, 33 FR 6819, May 4, 1968. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–172, 49 FR 14943, Apr. 
16, 1984; T.D. ATF–474, 67 FR 11232, Mar. 13, 
2002]

§ 27.209 Used liquor bottles. 

The appropriate ATF officer may 
pursuant to letterhead application 
filed in triplicate, authorize an im-
porter to receive liquor bottles assem-
bled for him as provided in § 194.263 of 
this chapter. Used liquor bottles so re-
ceived may be stored at any suitable 
location pending exportation for reuse. 
The importer shall keep records of the 
receipt and disposition of used liquor 
bottles. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0352] 

[T.D. 6954, 33 FR 6819, May 4, 1968, as amend-
ed by T.D. 7006, 34 FR 2251, Feb. 15, 1969. Re-
designated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–172, 49 FR 14943, Apr. 
16, 1984]

Subpart O—Miscellaneous 
Provisions

§ 27.221 Alternate methods or proce-
dures. 

(a) Application. An importer who de-
sires to use an alternate method or 
procedure in lieu of a method or proce-
dure prescribed by this part must file 
an application, in triplicate, with the 
appropriate ATF officer. Each applica-
tion must: 

(1) Specify the name, address, and 
permit number of the importer to 
which it relates; 

(2) State the purpose for which filed; 
and 

(3) Specifically describe the alternate 
method or procedure and set forth the 
reasons therefor. 
No alternate method or procedure re-
lating to the assessment, payment, or 
collection of tax shall be authorized 
under this paragraph. 

(b) Approval. When an application for 
use of an alternate method or proce-
dure is received, the appropriate ATF 
officer must determine whether ap-
proval thereof would unduly hinder the 
effective administration of this part or 
would result in jeopardy to the rev-
enue. The appropriate ATF officer may 
approve the alternate method or proce-
dure if such officer finds that: 

(1) Good cause has been shown for the 
use of the alternate method or proce-
dure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure, and affords equivalent security 
to the revenue; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law, and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. 
No alternate method or procedure shall 
be used until approval has been re-
ceived from the appropriate ATF offi-
cer. Authorization for the alternate 
method or procedure may be with-
drawn whenever in the judgment of the 
appropriate ATF officer, the revenue is 
jeopardized or the effective administra-
tion of this part is hindered by the con-
tinuation of such authorization. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0352) 

[T.D. ATF–2, 37 FR 22743, Oct. 21, 1972. Redes-
ignated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–172, 49 FR 14943, Apr. 
16, 1984; T.D. ATF–474, 67 FR 11232, Mar. 13, 
2002]

PART 29—STILLS AND 
MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS

Subparts A–B [Reserved]

Subpart C—Stills

Sec.
29.41 Scope of subpart. 
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29.42 Delegations of the Director. 
29.43 Forms prescribed. 
29.45 Meaning of terms. 
29.47 Notice requirement; manufacture of 

stills. 
29.49 Notice requirement; setup of still. 
29.51 Failure to give notice; penalty. 
29.53 Identification of distilling apparatus. 
29.55 Registry of stills and distilling appa-

ratus. 
29.57 Failure to register; penalty. 
29.59 Records.

Subparts D–Y [Reserved]

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 29 appear by T.D. ATF–462, 66 FR 42737, 
Aug. 15, 2001.

Subparts A–B [Reserved]

Subpart C—Stills

AUTHORITY: 26 U.S.C. 5002, 5101, 5102, 5179, 
5291, 5601, 5615, 5687, 7805.

SOURCE: T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 
1985, unless otherwise noted. Redesignated 
by T.D. ATF–462, 66 FR 42737, Aug. 15, 2001.

§ 29.41 Scope of subpart. 
The regulations in this subpart relate 

to the manufacture, removal, and use 
of stills and condensers, and to the no-
tice, registration, and recordkeeping 
requirements therefor.

§ 29.42 Delegations of the Director. 
All of the regulatory authorities of 

the Director contained in this part are 
delegated to appropriate ATF officers. 
These ATF officers are specified in 
ATF Order 1130.25, Delegation Order—
Delegation of the Director’s Authori-
ties in 27 CFR Part 29—Stills and Mis-
cellaneous Regulations. ATF delega-
tion orders, such as ATF Order 1130.20, 
are available to any interested person 
by mailing a request to the ATF Dis-
tribution Center, P.O. Box 5950, Spring-
field, Virginia 22150–5950, or by access-
ing the ATF web site (http://
www.atf.treas.gov/). 

[T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 8769, Feb. 2, 2001]

§ 29.43 Forms prescribed. 
(a) The appropriate ATF officer is au-

thorized to prescribe all forms, includ-
ing all notices and records, required by 
this subpart. All of the information 
called for in each form shall be fur-

nished as indicated by the headings on 
the form and the instructions on or 
pertaining to the form. In addition, in-
formation called for in each form shall 
be furnished as required by this sub-
part. The form will be filed in accord-
ance with the instructions for the 
form. 

(b) Forms may be requested from the 
ATF Distribution Center, P.O. Box 
5950, Springfield, Virginia 22150–5950, or 
by accessing the ATF web site (http://
www.atf.treas.gov/). 

(Pub. L. 89–554, 80 Stat. 383, as amended (5 
U.S.C. 552)) 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985; 50 
FR 28572, July 15, 1985; T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 
8769, Feb. 2, 2001]

§ 29.45 Meaning of terms. 

When used in this subpart and in the 
forms prescribed under this subpart, 
where not otherwise distinctly ex-
pressed or manifestly incompatible 
with the intent thereof, terms shall 
have the meaning ascribed in this sec-
tion. Words in the plural form shall in-
clude the singular, and vice versa, and 
words in the masculine shall include 
the feminine. The terms ‘‘includes’’ 
and ‘‘including’’ do not exclude things 
not enumerated which are in the same 
general class. 

Appropriate ATF officer. An officer or 
employee of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms (ATF) authorized 
to perform any functions relating to 
the administration or enforcement of 
this part by ATF Order 1130.25, Delega-
tion Order—Delegation of the Direc-
tor’s Authorities in 27 CFR Part 29, 
Stills and Miscellaneous Regulations. 

Director. The Director, Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the De-
partment of the Treasury, Washington, 
DC. 

Distilling spirits or spirits. That sub-
stance known as ethyl alcohol, eth-
anol, or spirits of wine in any form (in-
cluding all dilutions and mixtures 
thereof, from whatever source or by 
whatever process produced). 

Distilling. The conduct by any person 
of operations that constitute, as de-
fined by 26 U.S.C. 5002, operations as a 
distiller. Such operations include: (a) 
The original manufacture of distilled 
spirits from mash, wort, or wash, or 
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any materials suitable for the produc-
tion of spirits; (b) the redistillation of 
spirits in the course of original manu-
facture; (c) the redistillation of spirits, 
or products containing spirits; (d) the 
distillation, redistillation, or recovery 
of spirits, denatured spirits, or articles 
containing spirits or denatured spirits; 
and (e) the redistillation or recovery of 
tax-free spirits. 

Distilling apparatus. A still or con-
denser, as defined in this section, and 
any other apparatus to be used for the 
purpose of distilling. 

Executed under the penalties of perjury. 
Signed with the prescribed declaration 
under the penalties of perjury as pro-
vided on or with respect to any docu-
ment prescribed under this subpart or, 
where no form of declaration is pre-
scribed, with the declaration: ‘‘I de-
clare under the penalties of perjury 
that this —— (insert type of docu-
ment), including the documents sub-
mitted in support thereof, has been ex-
amined by me and, to best of my 
knowledge and belief, is true, correct 
and complete.’’

Manufacturer of stills. Any person who 
manufactures any still or condenser, as 
defined in this section, or any other ap-
paratus to be used for the purpose of 
distilling. The term includes a person 
furnishing separate parts of a complete 
still or condenser, of any kind, to a 
person who assembles same into a still 
or condenser for distilling and a person 
who procures materials or apparatus 
and converts same into a still or con-
denser for distilling. 

Person. An individual, a trust, estate, 
partnership, association, company, or 
corporation. 

Still. Any apparatus capable of being 
used for separating alcoholic or spir-
ituous vapors, or spiritous solutions, or 
spirits, from spirituous solutions or 
mixtures, but shall not include stills 
used for laboratory purposes or stills 
used for distilling water or other non-
alcoholic materials where the cubic 
distilling capacity is one gallon or less. 

This chapter. Title 27, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Chapter I (27 CFR Chapter 
I). 

United States. The several states and 
the District of Columbia. 

U.S.C. The United States Code. 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985; 50 
FR 28572, July 15, 1985, as amended by T.D. 
ATF–439, 66 FR 8770, Feb. 2, 2001]

§ 29.47 Notice requirement; manufac-
ture of stills. 

(a) General. When required by letter 
issued by the appropriate ATF officer 
and until notified to the contrary by 
the appropriate ATF officer, every per-
son who manufactures any still, boiler 
(double or pot still), condenser, or 
other apparatus to be used for the pur-
pose of distilling shall give written no-
tice before the still or distilling appa-
ratus is removed from the place of 
manufacture. 

(b) Preparation. The notice will be 
prepared in letter form, executed under 
the penalties of perjury, and show the 
following information: 

(1) The name and address of the man-
ufacturer; 

(2) The name and complete address of 
the person by whom the apparatus is to 
be used, and of any other person for, 
by, or through whom the apparatus is 
ordered or disposed of; 

(3) The distilling purpose for which 
the apparatus is to be used (distillation 
of spirits, redistillation of spirits or re-
covery of spirits, including denatured 
spirits and articles containing spirits 
or denatured spirits); 

(4) The manufacturer’s serial number 
of the apparatus; 

(5) The type and kind of apparatus; 
(6) The distilling capacity of the ap-

paratus; and 
(7) The date the apparatus is to be re-

moved from the place of manufacture. 
(c) Filing. The notice will be filed in 

accordance with the instructions in the 
letter of the appropriate ATF officer. A 
copy of the notice will be retained at 
the place of manufacture as provided 
by § 29.59. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0341) 

(Sec. 843, Pub. L. 98–369, 98 Stat. 818 (26 
U.S.C. 5101)) 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985; 50 
FR 28572, July 15, 1985; T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 
8769, Feb. 2, 2001]
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§ 29.49 Notice requirement; setup of 
still. 

(a) General. When required by letter 
issued by the appropriate ATF officer, 
no still, boiler (double or pot still), 
condenser, or other distilling apparatus 
may be set up without the manufac-
turer of the still or distilling apparatus 
first giving written notice of that pur-
pose. 

(b) Preparation. The notice will be 
prepared by the manufacturer in letter 
form, executed under the penalties of 
perjury, and will contain the informa-
tion specified in the letter of the appro-
priate ATF officer. 

(c) Filing. The notice will be filed in 
accordance with the instructions in the 
letter of the appropriate ATF officer. A 
copy of the notice will be retained at 
the manufacturer’s place of business as 
provided by § 29.59. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0341) 

(Sec. 843, Pub. L. 98–369, 98 Stat. 818 (26 
U.S.C. 5101)) 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 8769, Feb. 2, 
2001]

§ 29.51 Failure to give notice; penalty. 
Failure to give notice of manufacture 

of still or notice of setup of still when 
required to do so is punishable by a 
fine of not more than $1,000 or impris-
onment for not more than one year, or 
both, and any still, boiler (double or 
pot still), condenser, or other distilling 
apparatus to be used for the purpose of 
distilling which is removed or set up 
without the required notice having 
been given is forfeitable to the Govern-
ment. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1405, as 
amended, 1412, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5615, 
5687))

§ 29.53 Identification of distilling ap-
paratus. 

(a) General. Each still or condenser 
manufactured will be identified by the 
manufacturer as follows: 

(1) Name of manufacturer. 
(2) Address of manufacturer. 
(3) Manufacturer’s serial number for 

the apparatus. 
(b) Marking requirements. The appa-

ratus will be identified in a legible and 

durable manner. The required identi-
fication marks will be placed on the 
apparatus in a location where they will 
not be obscured or concealed.

§ 29.55 Registry of stills and distilling 
apparatus. 

(a) General. Every person having pos-
session, custody, or control of any still 
or distilling apparatus set up shall, im-
mediately on its being set up, register 
the still or distilling apparatus, except 
that a still or distilling apparatus not 
used or intended for use in the distilla-
tion, redistillation, or recovery of dis-
tilled spirits is not required to be reg-
istered. Registration may be accom-
plished by describing the still or dis-
tilling apparatus on the registration or 
permit application prescribed in this 
chapter for qualification under 26 
U.S.C. chapter 51 or, if qualification is 
not required under 26 U.S.C. chapter 51, 
on a letter application, and filing the 
application with the appropriate ATF 
officer. Approval of the application by 
the appropriate ATF officer will con-
stitute registration of the still or dis-
tilling apparatus. 

(b) When still is set up. A still will be 
regarded as set up and subject to reg-
istry when it is in position over a fur-
nace, or connected with a boiler so that 
heat may be applied, irrespective of 
whether a condenser is in position. 
This rule is intended merely as an il-
lustration and should not be construed 
as covering all types of stills or con-
densers requiring registration. 

(c) Change in location or ownership. 
Where any distilling apparatus reg-
istered under this section is to be re-
moved to another location, sold or oth-
erwise disposed of, the registrant shall, 
prior to the removal or disposition, file 
a letter notice with the appropriate 
ATF officer. The letter notice will 
show the intended method of disposi-
tion (sale, destruction, or othewise), 
the name and complete address of the 
person to whom disposition will be 
made, and the purpose for which the 
apparatus will be used. After removal, 
sale, or other disposal, the person hav-
ing possession, custody, or control of 
any distilling apparatus intended for 
use in distilling shall immediately reg-
ister the still or distilling apparatus on 
its being set up or, if already set up, 

VerDate Jan<31>2003 10:14 May 06, 2003 Jkt 200101 PO 00000 Frm 00734 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200101T.XXX 200101T



735

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury Pt. 30

immediately on obtaining possession, 
custody, or control. The registrant 
shall also comply with the procedures 
prescribed in this chapter for amend-
ment of the registration or permit ap-
plication. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0341) 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1355, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5179)) 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985; 50 
FR 28572, July 15, 1985; 50 FR 30821, July 30, 
1985, as amended by T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 8770, 
Feb. 2, 2001]

§ 29.57 Failure to register; penalty. 
Any person having possession, cus-

tody, or control of any still or dis-
tilling apparatus set up who fails to 
register the still or distilling apparatus 
is subject to a fine of not more than 
$10,000 or imprisonment of not more 
than 5 years, or both, and the still or 
distilling apparatus is forfeitable to 
the Government. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1398, as 
amended, 1405, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5601, 
5615))

§ 29.59 Records. 
A copy of each notice of manufac-

ture, or set up, of still required under 
the provisions of § 29.47, or 29.49, shall 
be maintained, in chronological order, 
by the manufacturer at the premises 
where the still or distilling apparatus 
is manufactured. In addition, each 
manufacturer or vendor of stills shall 
maintain at their premises a record 
showing all stills and distilling appa-
ratus (including those to be used for 
purposes other than distilling) manu-
factured, received, removed, or other-
wise disposed of. The record will also 
show the name and address of the pur-
chaser and the purpose for which each 
apparatus is to be used. Any commer-
cial document on which all the re-
quired information has been recorded 
may be used for the record. The records 
will be kept available for a period of 
three years for inspection by appro-
priate ATF officers. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0341) 

[T.D. ATF–207, 50 FR 23682, June 5, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–439, 66 FR 8770, Feb. 2, 
2001]

Subparts D–Y [Reserved]

PART 30—GAUGING MANUAL

Subpart A—Scope of Regulations

Sec.
30.1 Gauging of distilled spirits.

Subpart B—Definitions

30.11 Meaning of terms.

Subpart C—Gauging Instruments

30.21 Requirements. 
30.22 Hydrometers and thermometers. 
30.23 Use of precision hydrometers and ther-

mometers. 
30.24 Specific gravity hydrometers. 
30.25 Use of precision specific gravity hy-

drometers.

Subpart D—Gauging Procedures

30.31 Determination of proof. 
30.32 Determination of proof obscuration.

DETERMINATION OF QUANTITY 

30.36 General requirements.

DETERMINATION OF QUANTITY BY WEIGHT 

30.41 Bulk spirits. 
30.42 Denatured spirits. 
30.43 Packaged spirits. 
30.44 Weighing containers. 
30.45 Withdrawal gauge for packages.

DETERMINATION OF QUANTITY BY VOLUME 

30.51 Procedure for measurement of bulk 
spirits. 

30.52 Procedure for measurement of cased 
spirits.

Subpart E—Prescribed Tables

30.61 Table 1, showing the true percent of 
proof spirit for any indication of the hy-
drometer at temperatures between zero 
and 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

30.62 Table 2, showing wine gallons and 
proof gallons by weight. 

30.63 Table 3, for determining the number of 
proof gallons from the weight and proof 
of spirituous liquor. 

30.64 Table 4, showing the fractional part of 
a gallon per pound at each percent and 
each tenth percent of proof of spirituous 
liquor. 

30.65 Table 5, showing the weight per wine 
gallon (at 60 degrees Fahrenheit) and 
proof gallon at each percent of proof of 
spirituous liquor. 
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