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(d) A recommendation of a hearing 
examiner panel shall become an effec-
tive Commission decision only upon 
the Regional Commissioner’s approval, 
and docketing at the regional office. 

[44 FR 3408, Jan. 16, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 84052, Dec. 12, 1980; 59 FR 45625, Sept. 2, 
1994; 60 FR 51349, Oct. 2, 1995; 66 FR 51302, 
Oct. 9, 2001]

§ 2.24 Review of panel recommenda-
tion by the Regional Commissioner. 

(a) A Regional Commissioner may re-
view the recommendation of any exam-
iner panel and refer this recommenda-
tion, prior to written notification to 
the prisoner, with his recommendation 
and vote to the National Commis-
sioners for consideration and any ac-
tion deemed appropriate. Written no-
tice of this referral action shall be 
mailed or transmitted to the prisoner 
within twenty-one days of the date of 
the hearing. The Regional Commis-
sioner and each National Commissioner 
shall have one vote and decisions shall 
be based upon the concurrence of two 
votes. Action shall be taken by the Na-
tional Commissioners within thirty 
days of the date of referral action by 
the Regional Commissioner, except in 
emergencies. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, a Re-
gional Commissioner may: 

(1) On his own motion, modify or re-
verse the recommendation of a hearing 
examiner panel that is outside the 
guidelines to bring the decision closer 
to (or to) the nearer limit of the appro-
priate guideline range; or 

(2) On his own motion, modify the 
recommendation of a hearing examiner 
panel to bring the decision to a date 
not to exceed six months from the date 
recommended by the examiner panel; 

(3) Return the case to the institution 
for a rehearing, provided that a notice 
of action is sent to the prisoner speci-
fying the purpose of the rehearing; 

(4) Designate the case for the original 
jurisdiction of the Commission pursu-
ant to § 2.17. 

[42 FR 39809, Aug. 5, 1977, as amended at 45 
FR 84053, Dec. 22, 1980; 46 FR 35639, July 10, 
1981]

§ 2.25 [Reserved]

§ 2.26 Appeal to National Appeals 
Board. 

(a) A prisoner or parolee may submit 
to the National Appeals Board a writ-
ten appeal of any decision to grant 
(other than a decision to grant parole 
on the date of parole eligibility), re-
scind, deny, or revoke parole, except 
that any appeal of a Commission deci-
sion pursuant to § 2.17 shall be pursuant 
to § 2.27. This appeal must be filed on a 
form provided for that purpose within 
thirty days from the date of entry of 
such decision. No exhibits are to be at-
tached to an administrative appeal un-
less the documents therein contain new 
information and materials not already 
in the possession of the Commission. 
Any submitted exhibits which are cop-
ies of material already in the Commis-
sion’s files will not be retained by the 
Commission. 

(b)(1) The National Appeals Board 
may: Affirm the decision of a Regional 
Commissioner on the vote of a single 
Commissioner other than the Commis-
sioner who issued the decision from 
which the appeal is taken; or modify or 
reverse the decision of a Regional Com-
missioner, or order a new hearing, upon 
the concurrence of two Commissioners. 
The Commissioner first reviewing the 
case may in his discretion circulate the 
case for review and vote by the other 
Commissioners notwithstanding his 
own vote to affirm the Regional Com-
missioner’s decision. In such event, the 
case shall be decided by the concur-
rence of two out of three votes. 

(2) All Commissioners serve as mem-
bers of the National Appeals Board, 
and it shall in no case be an objection 
to a decision of the Board that the 
Commissioner who issued the decision 
from which an appeal is taken partici-
pated as a voting member on appeal. 

(c) The National Appeals Board shall 
act within sixty days of receipt of the 
appellant’s papers, to affirm, modify, 
or reverse the decision. Decisions of 
the National Appeals Board shall be 
final. 

(d) If no appeal is filed within thirty 
days of the date of entry of the original 
decision, such decision shall stand as 
the final decision of the Commission. 
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