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cidents, the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission requires 
child-resistant packaging for many medicines and household chemicals. 
But this special packaging is ‘‘child-resistant,’’ not ‘‘child-proof.’’ For this 
reason, it is essential to keep potential poisons locked up and away from 
children. 

Members of the Poison Prevention Week Council, representing 36 national 
organizations, work every year to organize events during this special week 
to raise awareness of unintentional poisonings, as well as to illustrate the 
steps that can be taken to prevent them. Coalition members believe every 
poisoning is preventable. Group members encourage Americans to use and 
properly reclose child-resistant packaging, keep poisonous substances se-
cured and out of the reach of children, and keep the poison center tele-
phone number, 1–800–222–1222, nearby in case of an emergency. This new 
nationwide number connects callers to medical experts that provide imme-
diate treatment advice for poison emergencies. These centers are open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of unintentional 
poisonings and to take more preventive measures, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 
the third week of March each year as ‘‘National Poison Prevention Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim March 17 through 23, 2002, as National 
Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this week 
by participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities and by learning 
how to prevent poisonings among children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7533 of March 21, 2002

National Bone and Joint Decade, 2002–2011

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Living a life free from daily bone pain or joint discomfort is something 
most people take for granted. Our bones, joints, and connective tissues are 
the structure upon which all other systems of the body depend. They give 
us strength, mobility, protection, and stability. And they permit us to per-
form a great variety of physical activities that shape our daily lives. 

Our musculoskeletal structure is a complex system of tissue and bone that 
is regularly subjected to trauma, metabolic and genetic processes, and the 
gradual wear and tear of an active life. When these bones and tissues be-
come damaged or diseased, they can create chronic conditions that may se-
riously impede and sometimes permanently affect one’s health and well-
being. 
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In the United States, musculoskeletal disorders are a leading cause of phys-
ical disability. Conditions such as osteoporosis, osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, back pain, spinal disorders, and fractures, also affect hundreds of 
millions of people around the world. And many children suffer from crip-
pling bone and joint diseases and deformities, impeding normal develop-
ment and preventing them from experiencing a full and healthy life. 

The incidence of musculoskeletal conditions will increase as the average 
age of our population increases. And our culture’s increasing emphasis on 
physical activity, while important to society’s overall well-being, will also 
increase the stress factors on bones and joints. Ensuing disorders, if left un-
treated, could result in significant pain and suffering that would affect em-
ployment, well-being, and healthcare costs. 

National Bone and Joint Decade, 2002-2011, envisions a series of inter-
national initiatives among physicians, health professionals, patients, and 
communities, working together to raise awareness about musculoskeletal 
disorders and promoting research and development into therapies, prevent-
ative measures, and cures for these disorders. Advances in the prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, and research of musculoskeletal conditions will great-
ly enhance the quality of life of our aging population. 

The National Institutes of Health, the National Institute of Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases, and other Federal agencies support 
many bone and joint studies. Industry and private professional and vol-
untary agencies support other initiatives. This work involves scientists ex-
amining the possible genetic causes of bone and joint diseases and studying 
how hormones, growth factors, and drugs regulate the skeleton. Other re-
searchers are studying bone density, quality, and metabolism, and other 
ways to increase the longevity of joint replacements for those whose daily 
activities have become painful, difficult, or even impossible. These re-
search efforts can help relieve pain and suffering and give countless chil-
dren and adults the opportunity for a better life. 

Thanks to the hard work of these dedicated researchers, we have made 
great progress in understanding and treating musculoskeletal disorders. I 
commend their efforts and encourage them to pursue diligently further re-
search that will help those suffering from these disorders. And I hope that 
all Americans will learn more about musculoskeletal problems, their long- 
and short-term effects, and the therapies and treatments available to help 
them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the years 2002–2011, as Na-
tional Bone and Joint Decade. I call upon the people of the United States 
to observe the decade with appropriate programs and activities; and I call 
upon the medical community to pursue research in this important area. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH
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