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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7535 of March 25, 2002

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy, 2002

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Ancient Greece was the birthplace of the democratic principles and thought 
that fundamentally shaped the growth of democracy in world history. Soci-
eties aspiring toward more democratic forms of government have found in-
spiration in the Greek tradition of representative government and free polit-
ical discourse. As modern Greece celebrates the anniversary of its inde-
pendence, won 181 years ago, Greeks can be proud that its vibrant democ-
racy continues and that it is based upon the beliefs in freedom and self-
rule first forged in classical Greece over 2500 years ago. 

These ideals have been embraced by peoples of the world who aspire to-
wards democracy, including the Founders of the United States; and they 
were tested by the attacks of September 11, 2001. The terrorists sought to 
destroy a political and economic system that promotes individual freedoms 
and tolerance, defends national liberty, and supports the full participation 
of its citizens in the democratic process. The terrorists failed; but rather 
than destroying us, their attacks strengthen our resolve to stand up to this 
evil. Along with the members of our worldwide coalition, including 
Greece, we are committed to defeating terrorism and protecting liberty. 

The friendship between the United States and Greece continues to thrive 
and is based upon our common cultural bonds and our shared national val-
ues. Today, more than 3 million Americans proudly claim Greek heritage, 
representing a continuing link between our countries. From the arts and 
education to industry and science, Greek Americans have made significant 
contributions to the cultural, civic, and economic vitality of our land. 

As we celebrate Greek independence, we remember the history of those 
who sacrificed their lives to preserve freedom and democracy. We value 
our friendship and continuing partnership with the government and people 
of Greece, and we commit to work together to provide greater opportunity 
and more freedoms for the citizens of the world. And we join the world 
in anticipating the momentous 2004 Summer Olympic Games, which will 
be held in Athens, the birthplace of Olympic competition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2002, as ‘‘Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American 
Democracy.’’ I encourage all Americans to take special note of Greece’s rich 
history of democracy, the strong bonds of friendship and culture between 
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our countries, and the important role that Greek Americans play in our Na-
tion. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7536 of April 1, 2002

Cancer Control Month, 2002

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Our Nation is making important progress in the fight against cancer. Today, 
8.9 million Americans have survived this disease, and new studies indicate 
that both cancer incidence and death rates have declined in recent years. 
Research and new technology have helped improve our ability to prevent, 
detect, and treat cancer. We understand better and are communicating more 
effectively the preventative power of regular exercise, a balanced diet, not 
smoking, and greater health awareness. Despite this progress, cancer re-
mains a major public health problem that affects millions of lives. 

Each day, more than 1,500 Americans die from cancer and 3,500 are diag-
nosed with some form of the disease. But we are closing in on major break-
throughs that will lead to new cancer therapies and life-saving cures. 

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is leading the way as it explores hun-
dreds of methods to combat and prevent cancer. Recognizing that early de-
tection of cancer often makes a difference between life and death, the NCI 
is utilizing revolutionary genetic and biochemical processes to develop 
tests that more effectively detect cancer at its earliest stage. 

Scientists are discovering that the use of ultraviolet light fluorescence to 
examine the lungs is more likely to identify precancerous lesions than cur-
rent techniques. Other NCI researchers are investigating drugs that may 
stop cancerous growths by preventing new blood vessels from reaching the 
tissues. And a new class of drugs, known as bisphosphonates, shows great 
promise against cancer that has spread to the bone. The NCI’s important 
work, in coordination with other public and private health agencies, is 
helping to reduce the incidence of cancer and is assisting cancer survivors 
to lead richer, fuller, and longer lives. 

The National Comprehensive Cancer Control Initiative, sponsored by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is a valuable resource to sup-
port and coordinate cancer control efforts at the Federal, State, and local 
levels. This project helps ensure that cancer prevention, detection, and 
treatment programs across the country work effectively with each other by 
reducing duplicated efforts and missed opportunities. My Administration is 
strongly committed to the fight against cancer and will continue to support 
Federal cancer control programs. 
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