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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 18.9

product that is manufactured in a 
country other than the United States 
provided: (1) All correspondence, speci-
fications, lettering on drawings (met-
ric-system dimensions acceptable), in-
structions, and related information are 
in English; and (2) all other require-
ments of this part are met the same as 
for a domestic applicant. 

[33 FR 4660, Mar. 19, 1968, as amended at 43 
FR 12314, Mar. 24, 1978; 47 FR 14696, Apr. 6, 
1982; 57 FR 61223, Dec. 23, 1992; 60 FR 33723, 
June 29, 1995; 60 FR 35693, July 11, 1995]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 36419, June 
17, 2003, § 18.6 was amended by revising para-
graph (a), effective Aug. 18, 2003. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows:

§ 18.6 Applications. 
(a)(1) Investigation leading to approval, 

certification, extension thereof, or accept-
ance of hose or conveyor belt, will be under-
taken by MSHA only pursuant to a written 
application accompanied by a check, bank 
draft, or money order, payable to the U.S. 
Mine Safety and Health Administration to 
cover the fees. The application shall be ac-
companied by all necessary drawings, speci-
fications, descriptions, and related mate-
rials, as set out in this part. 

(2) Where the applicant for approval has 
used an independent testing laboratory 
under part 6 of this chapter to perform, in 
whole or in part, the necessary testing and 
evaluation for approval under this part, the 
applicant must provide to MSHA as part of 
the approval application: 

(i) Written evidence of the laboratory’s 
independence and current recognition by a 
laboratory accrediting organization; 

(ii) Complete technical explanation of how 
the product complies with each requirement 
in the applicable MSHA product approval re-
quirements; 

(iii) Identification of components or fea-
tures of the product that are critical to the 
safety of the product; and 

(iv) All documentation, including drawings 
and specifications, as submitted to the inde-
pendent laboratory by the applicant and as 
required by this part. 

(3) An applicant may request testing and 
evaluation to non-MSHA product safety 
standards which have been determined by 
MSHA to be equivalent, under § 6.20 of this 
chapter, to MSHA’s product approval re-
quirements under this part. 

(4) The application, all related documents, 
and all correspondence concerning it shall be 
addressed to the Approval and Certification 

Center, Rural Route #1, Box 251, Industrial 
Park Road, Triadelphia, WV 26059.

* * * * *

§ 18.7 [Reserved]

§ 18.8 Date for conducting investiga-
tion and tests. 

The date of receipt of an application 
will determine the order of precedence 
for investigation and testing. If an 
electrical machine component or acces-
sory fails to meet any of the require-
ments, it shall lose its order of prece-
dence. If an application is submitted to 
resume investigation and testing after 
correction of the cause of failure, it 
will be treated as a new application 
and the order of precedence for inves-
tigation and testing will be so deter-
mined.

§ 18.9 Conduct of investigations and 
tests. 

(a) Prior to the issuance of an ap-
proval, certification, or acceptance of a 
hose or conveyor belt, only MSHA per-
sonnel, representative(s) of the appli-
cant, and such other person(s) as may 
be mutually agreed upon may observe 
any part of the investigation or tests. 
The MSHA will hold as confidential 
and will not disclose principles or pat-
entable features; nor will it disclose to 
persons other than the applicant the 
results of tests, chemical analysis of 
materials or any details of the appli-
cant’s drawings, specifications, in-
structions, and related material. 

(b) Unless notified to the contrary by 
MSHA, the applicant shall provide as-
sistance in disassembling parts for in-
spection, preparing parts for testing, 
and preparing equipment for return 
shipment. Explosion-proof enclosures 
shall be drilled and tapped for pipe con-
nections in accordance with instruc-
tions supplied by MSHA. 

(c) MSHA reserves the right to in-
spect a complete machine, component 
part, or accessory at a place other than 
the Bureau’s premises, such as the as-
sembly plant or other location accept-
able to MSHA, at the applicant’s ex-
pense. 

(d) Applicants shall be responsible for 
their representatives present during 
tests and for observers admitted at
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