National Park Service, Interior

§ 2.4

be in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State within whose exterior boundaries a park area or portion thereof is located. Nonconflicting
State laws are adopted as a part of
these regulations.
(b) State fishing licenses are not required in Big Bend, Crater Lake,
Denali, Glacier, Isle Royale (inland waters only), Mammoth Cave, Mount
Rainer, Olympic and Yellowstone National Parks.
(c) Except in emergencies or in areas
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States, the superintendent shall
consult with appropriate State agencies before invoking the authority of
§ 1.5 for the purpose of restricting or
closing park areas to the taking of fish.
(d) The following are prohibited:
(1) Fishing in fresh waters in any
manner other than by hook and line,
with the rod or line being closely attended.
(2) Possessing or using as bait for
fishing in fresh waters, live or dead
minnows or other bait fish, amphibians, nonpreserved fish eggs or fish roe,
except in designated waters. Waters
which may be so designated shall be
limited to those where non-native species are already established, scientific
data indicate that the introduction of
additional numbers or types of non-native species would not impact populations of native species adversely, and
park management plans do not call for
elimination of non-native species.
(3) Chumming or placing preserved or
fresh fish eggs, fish roe, food, fish
parts, chemicals, or other foreign substances in fresh waters for the purpose
of feeding or attracting fish in order
that they may be taken.
(4) Commercial fishing, except where
specifically authorized by Federal statutory law.
(5) Fishing by the use of drugs, poisons, explosives, or electricity.
(6) Digging for bait, except in privately owned lands.
(7) Failing to return carefully and
immediately to the water from which
it was taken a fish that does not meet
size or species restrictions or that the
person chooses not to keep. Fish so released shall not be included in the
catch or possession limit: Provided,

That at the time of catching the person
did not possess the legal limit of fish.
(8) Fishing from motor road bridges,
from or within 200 feet of a public raft
or float designated for water sports, or
within the limits of locations designated as swimming beaches, surfing
areas, or public boat docks, except in
designated areas.
(e) Except as otherwise designated,
fishing with a net, spear, or weapon in
the salt waters of park areas shall be in
accordance with State law.
(f) Authorized persons may check
fishing licenses and permits; inspect
creels, tackle and fishing gear for compliance with equipment restrictions;
and inspect fish that have been taken
for compliance with species, size and
other taking restrictions.
(g) The regulations contained in this
section apply, regardless of land ownership, on all lands and waters within a
park area that are under the legislative
jurisdiction of the United States.
[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983, as amended at 52
FR 35240, Sept. 18, 1987]

§ 2.4 Weapons, traps and nets.
(a)(1) Except as otherwise provided in
this section and parts 7 (special regulations) and 13 (Alaska regulations), the
following are prohibited:
(i) Possessing a weapon, trap or net
(ii) Carrying a weapon, trap or net
(iii) Using a weapon, trap or net
(2) Weapons, traps or nets may be
carried, possessed or used:
(i) At designated times and locations
in park areas where:
(A) The taking of wildlife is authorized by law in accordance with § 2.2 of
this chapter;
(B) The taking of fish is authorized
by law in accordance with § 2.3 of this
part.
(ii) When used for target practice at
designated times and at facilities or locations designed and constructed specifically for this purpose and designated pursuant to special regulations.
(iii) Within a residential dwelling.
For purposes of this subparagraph
only, the term ‘‘residential dwelling’’
means a fixed housing structure which
is either the principal residence of its
occupants, or is occupied on a regular
and recurring basis by its occupants as
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§ 2.5
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park area that are under the legislative
jurisdiction of the United States.

an alternate residence or vacation
home.
(3) Traps, nets and unloaded weapons
may be possessed within a temporary
lodging or mechanical mode of conveyance when such implements are rendered temporarily inoperable or are
packed, cased or stored in a manner
that will prevent their ready use.
(b) Carrying or possessing a loaded
weapon in a motor vehicle, vessel or
other mode of transportation is prohibited, except that carrying or possessing
a loaded weapon in a vessel is allowed
when such vessel is not being propelled
by machinery and is used as a shooting
platform in accordance with Federal
and State law.
(c) The use of a weapon, trap or net
in a manner that endangers persons or
property is prohibited.
(d) The superintendent may issue a
permit to carry or possess a weapon,
trap or net under the following circumstances:
(1) When necessary to support research activities conducted in accordance with § 2.5.
(2) To carry firearms for persons in
charge of pack trains or saddle horses
for emergency use.
(3) For employees, agents or cooperating officials in the performance of
their official duties.
(4) To provide access to otherwise inaccessible lands or waters contiguous
to a park area when other means of access are otherwise impracticable or impossible.
Violation of the terms and conditions
of a permit issued pursuant to this
paragraph is prohibited and may result
in the suspension or revocation of the
permit.
(e) Authorized Federal, State and
local law enforcement officers may
carry firearms in the performance of
their official duties.
(f) The carrying or possessing of a
weapon, trap or net in violation of applicable Federal and State laws is prohibited.
(g) The regulations contained in this
section apply, regardless of land ownership, on all lands and waters within a

[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 18450, Apr. 30, 1984; 52 FR 35240, Sept. 18,
1987]

§ 2.5 Research specimens.
(a) Taking plants, fish, wildlife, rocks
or minerals except in accordance with
other regulations of this chapter or
pursuant to the terms and conditions
of a specimen collection permit, is prohibited.
(b) A specimen collection permit may
be issued only to an official representative of a reputable scientific or educational institution or a State or Federal agency for the purpose of research,
baseline inventories, monitoring, impact analysis, group study, or museum
display when the superintendent determines that the collection is necessary
to the stated scientific or resource
management goals of the institution or
agency and that all applicable Federal
and State permits have been acquired,
and that the intended use of the specimens and their final disposal is in accordance with applicable law and Federal administrative policies. A permit
shall not be issued if removal of the
specimen would result in damage to
other natural or cultural resources, affect adversely environmental or scenic
values, or if the specimen is readily
available outside of the park area.
(c) A permit to take an endangered or
threatened species listed pursuant to
the Endangered Species Act, or similarly indentified by the States, shall
not be issued unless the species cannot
be obtained outside of the park area
and the primary purpose of the collection is to enhance the protection or
management of the species.
(d) In park areas where the enabling
legislation authorizes the killing of
wildlife, a permit which authorizes the
killing of plants, fish or wildlife may
be issued only when the superintendent
approves a written research proposal
and determines that the collection will
benefit science or has the potential for
improving the management and protection of park resources.
(e) In park areas where enabling legislation does not expressly prohibit the
killing of wildlife, a permit authorizing
the killing of plants, fish or wildlife
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